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Bridge Builders Community
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The Venango Area Chamber of Commerce builds, serves and promotes regional business.

Welcome New Members
257 Buy Sell Trade
Derek Bailey
4317 State Route 257
Oil City, PA 16301
Phone: (814) 670-0900
Facebook: “257 Buy Sell Trade”
Published Category: Retail

257 Buy Sell Trade specializes in
electronics, gold, custom design
jewelry, coins, sporting goods, tools,
collectibles, memorabilia and much
more. They offer jewelry repair and
pay cash on the spot for your items.

Second Annual Week of Giving—March 19-23
The Second Annual Week of Giving will take place this
month on March 19 - 23, and Bridge Builders
Community Foundations has seen an increase in
nonprofits signed up to participate.

“Whether it’s $20 or $1,000, any contribution towards
the Week of Giving supports the organizations making a
difference in our region,” said Moulin. “This campaign
isn’t only about donations; it’s about educating people
on our community’s needs and why it is essential to
“We are ecstatic about the nonprofits who chose to join
give.”
in on the second Week of Giving. We’ve gone from 88
nonprofits and funds last year, to more than 125 this Last year, BBCF was able to give almost $104,000 from
year,” said Trenton Moulin, executive director of BBCF. more than 300 donors to 88 local nonprofits and funds,
“With the increase in nonprofits, we plan to see an with a total of $20,000 in matching funds provided by
increase in donors, making even more of an impact in local businesses.
our community.”
The Venango Chamber is participating and invites
The Week of Giving provides the opportunity to give to a you to make donations that will go towards our
variety of organizations representing categories such as initiatives, such as FLEX, Be Here, and a Leadership
arts and cultural, children and youth, environmental/ Program (coming fall 2018).
conservation, and healthcare. A full list of organizations
To learn more about the Week of Giving and to give visit
and funds can be found on an insert in this month’s
the website at bbcfgives.org.
newsletter.

2

Venango Area Chamber of Commerce ● (814) 676-8521 ● www.venangochamber.org

Chamber Board Retreat
The Chamber’s 2018 Board Retreat was held in February
at Camp Kiwanis in Franklin. The Board participated in a
variety of activities, including a teamwork challenge,
board of directors assessment, visioning exercise, and a
review of the Chamber’s strategic plan.
We look forward to another successful year, led by a
diverse and hardworking board! Please see the back of
this newsletter for a list of all board members and keep an
eye out for future “Meet the Board” articles, spotlighting
individual members.

Venango County Maps—Thank You Supporters!
We’d like to thank the following businesses and organizations for supporting
Be Here through Venango County map advertisements:
Central Electric Cooperative, Inc.
Clarion Dialysis Center, LLC
Clarion University
Cranberry Mall
Cranberry Pennzoil
Cranberry Wellness Center
Deer Creek Winery
Drake Well Museum & Park
Farmers National Bank
Franklin Bronze Plaques
Franklin Fine Arts Council
Franklin Granite Works
Franklin & Oil City YMCA
Friends of Oil Creek State Park
Holiday Inn Express & Suites
H&R Block
Hards Fabrication & Welding, Inc.
God's Little Garden

Joe Taylor Ford
Morrison Funeral Home, Inc.
Oakwood Heights
Oakwood Mini Storage
Oil Creek & Titusville Railroad
Oil City Dialysis Center, LLC
Oil City Housing Authority
Oil City Main Street Program
Oil Region Alliance
Oil Region Library Association
Quality Inn & Conference Center
Township of Cranberry
Two Mile Run County Park
Venango Catholic High School
Venango Regional Airport
Venango Museum
Williams Insurance & Travel
Yellow Dog Lantern Restaurant

We have been patiently waiting for the maps as they get printed and folded and we look forward to distributing
them throughout the community. They are expected to be delivered within the next week. We will deliver maps
to many businesses, including those who purchased advertisements. If you would like maps to hand out at your
business, please email Ashley at acowles@venangochamber.org or call (814) 676-8521.

@VenangoChamber
Venango Area
Chamber of Commerce

venangochamber
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VenangoChamber
Venango Area Chamber
of Commerce Group
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Museum to Host Antique Appraisal Luncheon
The Venango Museum of Art, Science
and Industry will reopen on Tuesday
April 3 for the season.
The first
fundraising event of the year will be the
Antique Appraisal Luncheon, to be held
on April 7 from 12 to 3 p.m.
Reservations are limited to the first 50 people and the cost is
$25. Included in the cost is lunch and the appraisal of one item in
a classroom type environment so that it will be a learning
experience for all attendees.
The appraisers will be Mark Elliston, Neil and Lois McElwee, and
Loretta Strawbridge, who are donating their time for this
fundraiser. If you have any questions about this event or any
others sponsored by the museum or would like to make
reservations, please call the museum at (814) 676-2007.

Be Here Quarterly
The Chamber will be launching quarterly
discussions within the next couple months
around topics such as community pride, work
force development, education, quality of life,
and more. Be Here Quarterly will provide an
opportunity to come together and talk through
issues that affect the entire community.
If you have an idea of a topic you believe should be included,
please
email
Ashley,
program
manager,
at
acowles@venangochamber.org.

Upcoming Seminars at SBDC
The Small Business Development Center at
Clarion University is offering many seminars
and workshops in March, including:
Managing Your Emotions in the Workplace:
Thursday, March 8 in Clarion at 9 a.m.
FLS Act & FML Act: How They Affect Your
Business: Wednesday, March 14 in Clarion at 9 a.m.
Understanding OSHA Regulations and Recordkeeping Rules:
Tuesday, March 20 in Oil City at 8:30 a.m.
Team Building: Strengths and Trait Assessment of Self and
Others: Wednesday, March 21 in Clarion at noon
Marketing 101: Wednesday, March 21 in Clarion at 6 p.m.
Visit their website at clarion.edu/sbdc to learn more.
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Cranberry Business Expo - March 20
The 2018 Cranberry Expo will take place on
Tuesday, March 20, from 5-8 p.m. at the
Cranberry Mall. Cranberry Township
businesses are encouraged to set up a table,
and all community members are invited to
attend to meet local businesses and to enjoy
food, family activities, and door prizes.
Please see the flyer included as an insert in this newsletter and
if your business would like to set up a table, the form is at
cranberrytwp.org/departments/community-development.

Save the Dates! “Oil City Uncorked” Wine Walks
It’s almost time to wine! The Oil
City Main Street Program is
planning for the 2018 “Oil City
Uncorked” Wine Walks. Mark
your calendars for Friday, April
27 (south side business district)
and Friday, September 21
(north side business district).
Both events will be held 4:30 – 8:30 p.m. and will feature an
evening of wine sampling in various businesses.
Sponsors are needed to help offset event costs. Please contact
Kathy
Bailey
at
(814)
677-3152
ext.
101
or
kbailey@oilregion.org for sponsor information. Tickets for the
spring event are $20 advance, $25 day of event and will be on
sale in mid-March at the Tipsy Chef as well as online. For more
details and event updates, follow the Oil City Main Street
Program on Facebook or visit www.oilcitymainstreet.org.
(Photo by Greg Knox)

FLEX Presents Nominees
Congratulations to the 12 local young
professionals
who
have
been
nominated for the FLEX Young
Professional of the Year:
Laura Anna
Charlie Cotherman
Zachary Covington
Ashley Cowles

Nicholas Hess
Joni Hulse
Bobbie Jones
Alan McBride

Hannah McCarthy
Will Price
Amanda Slider
Stephen Reinsel

Nominees will be recognized at FLEX Presents on Friday, April 6,
at the OC&T Railroad in Titusville. Please see insert for RSVP and
sponsorship information.

“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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Exciting Changes Coming to Oil City Businesses
Breakfast, lunch, and dinner—all
served in downtown Oil City by
Shaun and Marie Alcorn at multiple
businesses—and this month, some
changes are coming to Karma Coffee
Company and Northside Eatery,
moving the Alcorns and Oil City in a
positive direction.
Beginning on Monday, March 19, all
lunch operations through Northside
Eatery will move to Karma Coffee
Company, and Northside Eatery will
become retail space. “We know the
community perspective will be that
a business is leaving,” said the
Alcorns. “But it’s actually quite the
opposite; we have outgrown our
space at Northside Eatery and we
are expanding in order to make
room for continued growth.”

Northside Eatery customers will be
able to enjoy the same great lunch
menu they have grown to love, plus
some new options, such as fresh cut
french fries. With Corey, head chef at
Northside Eatery, and Jaime,
manager at Karma Coffee Company,
now working together, customers
can expect unique and delicious
lunch specials, including vegan and
vegetarian options. Because lunch
will be served within Karma Coffee
Company, the option to order a
custom-made drink or a pastry with
lunch will be available, too.
Karma
Coffee
Company
Schedule
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The space at Karma Coffee Company
will provide the opportunity for
more efficiency and additional
seating, and the rustic Northside
Eatery tables will be relocated to the
front of Karma Coffee Company. The
location is just a few buildings down
from where Northside Eatery sits
and customers can enter through
both Elm Street and Seneca Street.

Coffee Company on the walls, too, in
which different artwork continues to
be rotated in and out monthly.

With the move of lunch from
Northside Eatery to Karma Coffee
Company, also comes exciting
upgrades and new plans going
forward. The Alcorns will begin
using an updated POS system,
creating even more efficiency within
“Nothing is going away,” said the the business, and a website will be
Alcorns. “If anything, our offerings created for Karma Coffee Company.
are getting better.”
“Instead of two separate restaurants
Karma
Coffee
Company
will open on different days and at
continue to offer brunch on the different times, there will now be
weekend, as well as catering for one open seven days a week,” said
events and meetings, hosted the Alcorns. “We are consolidating
throughout the area or held in their the spaces, but in reality we are
back room. Recently, they have expanding our business to offer
introduced more locally sourced more diversity and offerings.”
items to their menus, including,
We encourage you to check out
pork, chicken, and eggs from Gruber
Karma Coffee Company on Facebook
Farms of Shippenville and lamb from
and stop in for lunch once their new
Baytree Farm of Emlenton. This
schedule begins (see hours below).
year, the Alcorns will also help host
The Alcorns will also continue to
a Farm to Fork event in Titusville.
serve dinner at the Yellow Dog
A popular concert series that began Lantern Restaurant, located at 218
in November 2017 will continue to Elm Street and open from 5 to 9
occur each Thursday evening from 7 p.m., Monday through Saturday.
to 9 p.m. at Karma Coffee Company,
The Alcorns don’t plan to stop with
with local music, the option to BYOB,
their current businesses; they have
and food available. The arts are
ideas for future projects to help the
represented throughout Karma
Venango Area move forward.

Monday - Friday: 6 a.m. to 3 p.m. (Lunch served 11 to 2 - beginning 3/19; Coffee & pastries served all hours)
Thursday Evenings: 6 to 9 p.m. (Doors open at 6; Concert from 7 to 9 p.m.; Menu available all hours)
Saturday & Sunday: 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. (Brunch, coffee & pastries served all hours)
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You may recognize Becky Hedglin
from her position at the Pa. House
64th District Office, but did you
know she has also served the
Clintonville Borough as mayor for
the past eight years?
Becky initially became interested in
the mayor position when she began
attending borough meetings because
she wanted to know how her tax
money was being spent. Eventually,
Some challenges that arise include
she grew to care enough about
finding property for business
issues in the borough that she
growth, keeping streets paved,
wanted to step up as mayor.
upgrading sewer systems, and facing
“As a community member, I felt I obstacles such as PennDOT’s Route
needed to be at the meetings,” she 8 Study, but Becky is able to use her
said. “Now as mayor, my goal is to past experience to help create
help the community sustain what we solutions.
have and grow.”
Becky has served as a member and
In her role, Becky has the president of the Clintonville Water
opportunity to give input, make sure and Sewer Authority for over four
things are run according to code, years and has also performed
take part in police and fire auditing
procedures
in
the
department installations, help the community. At the office of R. Lee
area grow economically, and better James, she is the constituent
represent the community.
outreach specialist and one of the

only people in this role who can
communicate
with
the
deaf
community.
Prior to her current job, she worked
in the same office for 14 years with
Senator Scott Hutchinson, who was
previously the state representative.
She also owns her own beauty salon,
where she worked full-time for 15
years and she continues to operate
part-time.
Most of Becky’s life has been spent
in Venango County, in which she
graduated from Franklin High
School in 1974. She loves the laid
back environment in our area and
spends her time with her husband,
whom she’s been married to for 36
years, and her Siamese cats.
“I have appreciated my work and I
look forward to continuing to serve
our community, both as mayor and
in my additional services,” she said.
“In everything I do, I keep the
community in mind and represent
everybody.”

Oil City Community Cleanup & Adopt-A-Block
The Oil City Main Street Program’s Safe, Clean & Green Committee is planning a
Community Cleanup event for Wednesday, April 18th. Local businesses, organizations,
schools and other groups are invited to select an area of town to spruce up. Tasks include
sweeping sidewalks, washing windows, picking up litter, and raking leaves/debris from
landscaped areas on downtown streets, public parking lots, parks and other areas.
Morning, afternoon, and evening shifts will be available, and a limited number of supplies and refreshments will be
provided. Groups are also encouraged to register for Adopt-A-Block, and agree to monitor and clean their
designated area several times from spring through fall. To obtain a sign-up form, contact the Oil City Main Street
Office at (814) 677-3152 ext. 101 or kbailey@oilregion.org.

“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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CONGRATULATIONS
AWARD RECIPIENTS
CITIZEN OF THE YEAR: Rainy Linn
VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR: Gordon Johnson
BUSINESS OF THE YEAR: Allegheny Mountain Hardwood Flooring
PARTNER IN BUSINESS: Venango Catholic High School

CONGRATULATIONS NOMINEES
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2018 CHAMBER
ANNUAL DINNER

VIEW NOMINEE VIDEOS AT:
www.youtube.com/VenangoChamber
“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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ABOUT

DexYP
Helping Local Business Owners Thrive

DexYP provides the tools and
solutions to ensure local
businesses succeed.
FAST FACTS

Local businesses represent the
backbone of America’s economy and
the heart of its communities. The
mission of DexYP is to ensure
independent business owners, across
the country, succeed. Local businesses
often find themselves in direct
competition with the big guys, the
national chains that are dominating
the digital landscape. We level the
playing field, by providing the same
tools these companies use, to compete
in today’s marketplace. The local
Business Advisors - Lori Freeman,
Gary Delio and Chris Kurpiewski are
here in Venango, Crawford, Mercer,
Erie and Warren Counties and ready
to work with you.

your customers via email/text. We
automate
their
most
essential
business functions so they can get
back to doing what they do best –
running their business,” said Lori.
“Word-of-mouth simply doesn’t work
anymore, so local businesses often
struggle to compete. We developed
Thryv to bridge the gap–to help local
businesses run, grow, and generate
more business from new and current
customers.”

DexYP also provides other solutions
including, The Real Yellow Pages,
Search Engine Marketing, Search
Engine Optimization, and Social. In
addition, their network of online
directories includes Yellowpages.com,
They offer a variety of services and
Superpages.com and Dexknows.com
solutions, including their flagship
plus an extended network of search
software, Thryv, that allows business
partners.
owners to run their operation from
anywhere, anytime. “Many businesses “Technology is moving fast and
are working totally from their mobile whether you are a new business or
phones these days. Thryv allows you you have existed for years, to stay in
to do estimates, invoicing, and accept business and be competitive, you have
payments and also stay in contact with to be everywhere consumers are
searching”, added Lori.
To learn more about DexYP, you are
invited to attend a Lunch ‘n Learn
event on Tuesday, March 13, from
11 a.m. to 3 p.m., with a
presentation from 12 to 1 p.m., at
the National Transit Building in Oil
City. Please call Lori at (814) 4404384 to RSVP.
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Three
representatives
cover our area—Lori
Freeman, Gary Delio, and
Chris Kurpiewski.



With
their
flagship
business
automation
software Thryv, they
keep local businesses in
contact with current and
future clients.



With their Real Yellow
Pages print directories
and online directories,
they provide a costeffective way for you to
reach customers.

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Email:
lori.freeman@dexmedia.com
Phone:
(814) 440-4384
Website:
www.dexyp.com
Facebook:
www.facebook.com/
DexYPHQ
Twitter:
twitter.com/DexYPHQ
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ABOUT

AA Nagy Excavating and
Construction Inc. is a full
service excavating and
construction company.
FAST FACTS

AA Nagy Excavating and Construction Inc.
Providing precision and quality craftsmanship
AA Nagy Excavating and Construction
Inc. is a full service excavating and
construction company, specializing in
utility
installation,
foundations,
concrete work, new construction, and
complete renovations, and offering
both commercial and residential
work.

2010. AA Nagy Excavating and
Construction Inc. started initially in
the Kittanning and Freeport area, and
later relocated to Venango County,
where Aaron has been involved in oil
history and its preservation for over
25 years.

The business still has its Kittanning
“We take great pride in our location, along with its office on Oil
craftsmanship,
hospitality,
and City’s north side, which they
cleanliness,” said Owner Aaron Nagy. anticipate having their building
complete by fall.
The business is fully insured, Everified, and offers bonding on large Aaron has enjoyed working with new
and commercial projects. In addition customers on a daily basis and
to general construction, they are helping them bring their dreams and
proud
to
offer
full
historic projects to reality. The kindness of
preservation work.
the people in the Venango area and
the vast history has been two of his
As a former tool and die maker, Aaron
favorite parts of owning a business
was educated in precision and quality
here.
craftsmanship early in his career.
Moving onto the excavating and “I complete every project as it were
construction business in 2003, he my own house or property,” he said.
started his company as a sole “It’s our goal to keep the customer’s
proprietor and later incorporated in needs and wants at the top of the list.”

“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”



Focused on quality done
right the first time.



Prioritizes preservation
of historic structures.



Provides clean, affordable
and friendly service every
time.

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Email:
aaron26here@yahoo.com
Phone (Cell):
(412) 585-3718
Phone (Oil City Office):
(814) 676-2341
Address:
217 Garfield Street
Kittanning, PA 16201
Hours of Business:
Daily 7 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Free estimates - Fully insured
PA042695
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Share Your Event on the Community Calendar
Did you know the Chamber has a community calendar on our
website? The calendar is accessible to any visitors to the
website and a weekly list of upcoming events is emailed to
more than 950 people each Wednesday.
To submit your community event, just visit
venangochamber.org and click the button under
the calendar in the right sidebar that says “submit
your event to the community calendar.” This will
bring up a form where you can add all event
details and even attach a photo.
The calendar can also be reached directly by
going to venangoplays.org.

Victorian City Art & Frame Spring Announcements
Victorian City Art & Frame, located at 1273 Liberty Street in
Franklin, is having a huge sale of tiny frames through March 31.
In stock custom tiny frames from 4x4 to 7x9 are 50% off.
Customers can take a tour of the workshop and receive
assistance picking out moulding and matting, then custom
frame it with glass and backing—ready to hang.
The business has new art in the gallery,
perfect for sprucing up your walls, and
photo printing is now available on acrylic,
aluminum, and canvas. With questions, call
(814) 437-9509.

Association for the Blind Vehicle Drive
The Venango County Association for the Blind is kicking off a
vehicle drive. In the two and a half years since the agency
obtained a van, over 60,000 miles have been amassed on the
vehicle. Transportation is provided for medical appointments,
grocery shopping, to social service agencies, banking and other
essential services.
The agency has developed new programming and continues to
provide socialization opportunities. The agency has been
working on outreach in three counties (Clarion, Forest &
Venango) which has increased participation, and in turn,
delivery of service.
VCAB is looking for assistance in helping to meet
their agency and client needs. Donations can be
made to: Venango County Association for the
Blind, P.O. Box 515, Seneca, PA 16346, or by
visiting www.venangoblind.org.
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Rossbacher Welcomes Ashley McCauley
Rossbacher Insurance Group is pleased to
announce the addition of Ashley McCauley
as Account Manager at the Cranberry
location. Ashley has served in branch
management and retail lending roles in the
banking industry prior to joining
Rossbacher.
In her former role, she worked hard to create meaningful
relationships with her customers while she helped them
acquire and finance assets. She now looks forward to
deepening those established relationships, in her new role, as
she endeavors to help those same customers protect their
families and their assets. She’ll also have the opportunity to
build many new relationships. It’s Ashley’s dedication to
relationships that makes her a perfect fit for her role at
Rossbacher, whose fundamental focus is to understand what’s
important to customers in order to provide the best-suited
insurance solutions.
Ashley has been an active volunteer in the local community for
many years. She has served a number of local organizations
including, but not limited to, the Clarion University Alumni
Association and the Venango Area Chamber of Commerce.
Ashley has been a lifelong resident of Oil City. She is a graduate
of Edinboro University where she majored in Communications,
and Clarion University majoring in Business Administration.
Rossbacher Insurance Group, also
with an office in Corry, has been
helping businesses and families with
their insurance needs since 1928.

Oil City Farmers’ Market – Vendors Wanted!
The Oil City Farmers’ Market is gearing up for the 2018 season.
The market opens May 17 and will operate through October on
Thursdays from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. on Central Avenue in front of
the Oil City Library.
Applications are now being accepted
from vendors selling homegrown or
homemade fruits & vegetables, plants
& flowers, meat, dairy, honey, baked
goods, soaps & similar products.
Vendors must register with the Oil City
Main Street Program and comply with
PA
Department
of
Agriculture
regulations. For vendor information,
please call (814) 677-3152 ext. 101 or
email kbailey@oilregion.org.

“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”

13

How your Business Could Benefit from Hiring Local Students
By Zach Beichner, Cranberry High School Student
For many high school students,
getting a summer job is the first
experience they have in the
workforce. Babysitting, lifeguarding,
waiting tables, and camp counseling
are common starting points for
many. While these jobs probably will
not turn into careers, they do
provide opportunities for teens to
build confidence and develop
important skills they will carry over
into a future career. Other teens are
lucky enough to experience the best
of both worlds by transitioning from
a summer job into a career. In both
instances, students are given a
glimpse into the workforce.
I conducted interviews with students
in both situations. One high school
senior said that she started her first
job in the summer, but it progressed

into a year-round job. As of now, she
has been working there for three
years. While summer jobs can lead to
potential year-round jobs, they can
also give a high school student a
background in his or her future field.
For instance, two seniors who go to
Vo-Tech and participate in Co-Op
were able to find a job in their future
fields during the summer, and they
both have continued to work there
during the school year. All of these
students felt that their experiences
were positive and beneficial for High School and works at Hoss’s
themselves and the businesses.
Steak and Seahouse. “Our business
benefits from hiring local students
Summer jobs not only benefit the
because they bring a positive energy
students, but the students also
into our building,” said Jim Perry,
benefit the businesses for which they
manager at the restaurant. “The
work. During the busy summer
energy the young people give to our
months, some businesses have to
guests make them want to come
hire extra help, and some of these
back and it even rubs off on our
positions are filled by
veteran employees.”
students on summer break.
Businesses can also benefit Students get summer jobs for
from hiring students by multiple reasons - to pay for a car,
having them do mundane get job experience, save for college,
tasks,
while
more etc. While fulfilling the previous
experienced workers can needs, they develop responsibility,
focus on more important money management skills, and very
aspects of the business.
important people skills. Many people
benefit from summer jobs—the
Quinton, pictured above, is
business owners, students, and even
a senior at Rocky Grove
the members of the community.

Rachel Stiller told us: “Beautiful
northwestern PA will always been my
home.” She grew up in the area and found a
job upon graduation as an Inventory
Accountant at Borchers Americas, Inc.
Rachel is also the 2018 president of the
FLEX young professionals group.
You can read Rachel’s story on our Be Here testimonials page, as
well as multiple other stories of people who live and work in the
Venango Area! We want to share YOUR story too. Just visit the
website at www.beherevenango.org/testimonials and click the
“share your story” button at the bottom of the page.
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How to Deal With Networking: An Introvert’s Perspective
By Kurtis Bell

“I wish I was at home right now.”
Recently I was watching a stand up
comedy special and the comic
opened with that statement.
Instantly I was hooked. I was able to
relate to what he said because that
thought dominates my mind most
days. I walk in to a place and think;
“This is nice and all, but man do I
wish I was at home.” It has nothing
to do with any of you. I do not find
you
annoying,
repulsive,
or
otherwise awful to be around; the
fact is, I would just much rather be
at home with my dog most days.
Here are some strategies that may
help ease you out of your home and
out to a networking event or
business function.
For starters, knowing whether or
not you might be a little slow to
warm is important. Understanding
this gives you the opportunity to
explain yourself to others so they do
not get the wrong impression.
Perhaps you are one that enters a
room and needs to scope things out
from the comfort of the far corner of
the room. Maybe you are the quiet,
reserved type of person until you get

those that you will encounter. At the
event, your extrovert friend can aid
in breaking the ice. They might love
the chance to meet new people and
introduce you to the conversation.
Coming in to a conversation that
involves a friend is far better than
joining a conversation with total
strangers.
comfortable around others. Knowing
and accepting your disposition can
help move you from the person that
showed up and talked to no one to
the person that had some very
engaging conversations once they
had the chance to warm up a bit.
Another tactic that you could
employ is to bring along an
extroverted friend. All of us have
that one friend who exudes
confidence and will hold court with
an oak tree if given the opportunity.
Pick their brain before the event.
Find out what they are
thinking and see what you
can learn of the world of
extroverts. By knowing
how extroverts think, you
can better understand

Now, you might be thinking that I
am not an introvert at all. I am an
extroverted introvert, so I do not
mind being social, but my mind still
always goes back to “I wish I was
home right now.” So take it from an
extroverted introvert; I have tried
both these strategies and can
happily report to you that they are
effective. I am curious to hear if you
have any strategies for introverts
that may be struggling to make
connections at events. As always,
thanks for reading and happy
networking!

Congratulations to Heritage Elder Law & Estate Planning, LLC on
the opening of their new office in Franklin, which is located at
484 Allegheny Blvd, Suite C. Visit www.HeritageElderLaw.com
to learn more about the business.

“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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Hope Lineman
Deb Lutz
Jim Marshall
Alan McBride
Joyce Morgan
Fred Terwilliger
Carol Williams
STAFF
Susan Williams
Dottie Tawney
Ashley Cowles
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Dale Woodard Gent McFate Law Firm

Caldwell Printing Services
Bridge Builders Community Foun.

MARCH

Rossbacher Insurance Agency
Clarion County Community Bank
Agway
Eckert Chiropractic
Friends of Drake Well Museum
Hickman Lumber

3
15
15
23

FLEX Peek’n Peak Trip
Executive Committee Meeting, Venango Chamber, 8AM
FLEX Monthly Meeting, Barrow Civic Little Theatre, 12PM
FLEX Coffee & Breakfast Chat, Famoore’s, 7:30AM

The Barnard House
Clarion University
Steel Valley Authority

APRIL

King’s Landscaping
Joy Global
UPMC Northwest
Central Electric Cooperative
Williams Travel

6 FLEX Presents, OC&T Railroad, 6:30PM
19 Board Meeting, Venango Chamber, 8AM
19 FLEX Monthly Meeting, 12PM

Executive Director
Executive Assistant
Program Manager

COMMUNITY CALENDAR OF EVENTS AVAILABLE AT
WWW.VENANGOCHAMBER.ORG/CALENDAR

Venango Area Chamber of Commerce ● (814) 676-8521 ● www.venangochamber.org

Join FLEX in Recognizing Young Professionals - Friday, April 6
FLEX Presents! The event of the
year to celebrate and honor young
professionals here in Venango
County. A total of 12 young
professionals
have
been
nominated for Young Professional
of the Year for showing
commitment to the community
through civic engagement. The

winner will be announced at the
event on April 6, from 6:30 - 8:30
p.m. at the Oil Creek & Titusville
Railroad (409 South Perry Street,
Titusville).
The
OC&T
Railroad
was
established in 1986 and has
carried over 700,000 passengers
through “The Valley that Changed
the World.” FLEX looks forward to
hosting the event in a historic
venue, while showing appreciation
for those shaping the future.

Please visit venangochamber.org/
flex-presents for more information
and to RSVP. You may also RSVP
by contacting the Chamber at
acowles@venangochamber.org or
(814) 676-8521.
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See the back page for a list of
The evening includes hors
nominees. More information will be
d’oeuvres, drinks, networking, and
shared online and in the April
a presentation, and the cost is $20
edition of the FYI newsletter.
per person.

A Seat at the Table: Board Service Significant for Young Professionals
By Casey McVay, FLEX Events/Fundraising Co-Chair
Do you hear your colleagues
discuss board membership? When
I began my career, this was not a
common topic. If I had to guess
why, it might be the perception it
is something you do later in life
when you are more experienced
and wiser; however, this is far
from true.

opportunities to serve on a board
of directors, but there is not one
strong enough to explain why
representation
of
young
professionals is so low. In fact, the
stats are staggering. Less than 2%
of nonprofit board members are
under 30 years old, according to
Board Source.

There are many reasons young We know organizations want to
professionals do not pursue engage young professionals and

there is an abundance of
opportunities to network, develop
an understanding of what it takes
to run a successful organization,
and cultivate skills outside of what
you are using in your career. Yet,
as young professionals, we
hesitate or are unaware.
Continue reading on back page

“The Future of Venango Area Business!”

Alan McBride is a familiar face, but
was profiled a few years ago, so we’d
like to share what he’s been up to in
our community! Alan has served
FLEX for the past two years as Vice
President/Secretary and Co-Chair of
the Events/Fundraising Committee,
and now as Chair of the Membership
Committee. He is a member of the
Venango Chamber Board of Directors, and a 2017 and
2018 nominee for Young Professional of the Year.
“I'm a continuous learner and like to gain knowledge
and expertise in new areas,” Alan said. “The last time I
was profiled, I worked as an HR Generalist supporting
the Franklin and Warrendale locations of Komatsu
Mining Corp. Now, my role is solely in employee
learning and development, which is a complete change
from what I was doing previously.” Alan enjoys
working on a global scale now, delivering employee
training opportunities, enhancing employee
engagement, and leading career development
conversations.

plans at these sites. We are looking to come together
and give back, showcasing the wealth of support we as
YPs can provide locally from our organization.”
Alan holds a bachelor’s degree in telecommunications
from Penn State University and a master’s degree in
business administration from Gannon University, and is
a Certified Diversity Professional through The National
Diversity Council. He is a native of Oil City and
currently lives in Cranberry Township, but is in the
Venango area often, serving the Chamber, FLEX, and
United Way.
Outside of his career and service activities, Alan is an
avid music lover who attends multiple concerts every
year. He loves the band The Killers, which he has seen
12 times! He also spends many weekends visiting his
alma mater, Penn State, with his girlfriend.
Alan’s Venango Area Top Five:


Golfing at Wanango Country Club



Kayaking on local creeks and rivers



Dining at Bella Cucina, a great place to try different
food

As to no surprise, Alan is also working with several
other employees to establish a Young Professionals 
Network at three Western PA locations of Komatsu.
“We see this as a positive way to enhance employee
volunteering, community involvement, training, 
mentoring, and employees' individual development

Enjoying the beer selection at Liberty Street Ale
House
Getting involved with FLEX to network, socialize,
and grow professionally

Podcast Recommendation: “Launch”
By Marissa Dechant
Looking for a fresh podcast? "Launch," a brand-new podcast
released by screenwriter John August earlier this year, details
his journey into the world of book publishing.
Episodes are filled with engaging
interviews with book agents, readers,
and fellow writers as August takes
listeners along for the often exhaustive
process of publishing his first novel, a
middle-grade fantasy titled, Arlo Finch
in the Valley of Fire, much akin to
Harry Potter.
Listeners can find inspiration in "Launch," as August's meager
1,600 words written one night in a hotel room blossom into a
trilogy to be released over the next several years.
So take a listen, and discover that your first step into a new
endeavor, while often small, is always the most powerful.
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Laura
Ordaz
grew
up
in
Cooperstown, and attended Slippery
Rock University to earn a bachelor’s
degree in Physics. While there, she
was appointed by the governor as a
student trustee, a very high honor.
She continued her education at West
Virginia University, where she earned
a master’s in Mechanical Engineering.

marathon while training for a full-marathon.
Although Laura has been away from the area for nearly
seven years, she’s very dedicated to reintegrating
herself back into the community and becoming
involved.
Laura’s Venango Area Top Five:


With her credentials, Laura landed an associate

engineer position with Komatsu Mining Corp. in
Franklin just recently.

“I hope to become more involved in the community,”
Laura said. While making a life here, she hopes “to
progress and help the company move forward towards
continued success.” Laura is working towards climbing 
the engineering career ladder.
Laura enjoys photography, outdoor activities, and 
cooking/baking. She also has the goal of running a half-

Running outdoors at parks or on the “convenient,
safe, and peaceful” trails
Visiting restaurants such as Bella Cucina, Foxtales,
and Liberty Street Ale House
Seeing any performance at the Barrow-Civic
Theatre and witnessing their “dedicated and
extremely talented casts and crews”
Networking and connecting to grow positive
relationships
Joining FLEX to help young people feel inspired and
motivated to stay and be here

Check out some photos
from our Dinner & Show
Social and Happy Hour
in February. Thanks to
everyone who came out!
Find more photos on
our Facebook page

Volunteer in the Community with FLEX
FLEX is participating in many volunteer opportunities in the
near future and we invite you to join us! Volunteering can boost
your mood, teach you new skills, help you meet other people,
make a difference in the community, and so much more. We
invite you to join us at the following opportunities:


Cranberry Business
Expo: Tuesday, March 20,
5-8 p.m., Cranberry Mall



FLEX Night at the Barrow
Civic Theatre: Friday,
April 27, 6:15 p.m.



Oil City Clean Up
Day: Wednesday, April 18,
Oil City, Time TBD



Titusville High School
Career Day: Thursday,
May 3, Time TBD

More details are shared in our weekly email. If you’d like to
learn more, sign up for the email list, or let us know you’re
volunteering, please email acowkes@venangochamber.org.

“The Future of Venango Area Business!”

Continued from cover
It took one person, Susan Williams,
Executive Director of the Venango
Chamber, to educate me on the
significance of serving on a board
and encourage me to get a seat at
the table of an organization with a
mission representing the needs and
interests of young professionals. It
was through FLEX I was first able to
experience what it was like to be a
leader, and comprehend the roles
and responsibilities of a board
member. From the legal duties, to
establishing organizational identity,
ensuring resources, and providing
oversight,
it
was
a
great
introduction.

Understand success.
You will work to make decisions on
governing
the
organization.
Sometimes we do not have this
opportunity or responsibility at our
places of employment, and it is great
exposure at this stage in your career.
Use and develop skills.
An organization may select you to
serve on a board because of a skill
set you already possess, so you will
be providing a great service, and
there are committees you can
dedicate your time to, allowing you
to develop new skills.

opportunities to advance in our
careers.
Encourage
young
professionals you know to get
involved with local a nonprofit. The
only way we can increase our
representation on boards is by
seeking a seat at the table.
Are you ready to serve? Junior
Achievement NWPA needs you!
Junior Achievement (JA) is the
nation’s
largest
organization
dedicated to giving young people the
knowledge and skills they need to
own their economic success, plan for
their futures, and make smart
academic and economic choices. JA
has a record of preparing students
to succeed through programs
focused
on
work
readiness,
entrepreneurship, and financial
literacy.

For example, I serve as the
Education Committee Chair for the
Franklin Civic Operetta Association.
I represent my employer and utilize
my connections and skills learned
on the job, but also explore and
Build your network.
JA is seeking young professionals to
execute new tasks, such as building
You will interact with a diverse
serve as volunteer instructors, as
educational programs, budgets,
group of leaders in your community,
well as members of the Board of
contracts, and more.
an opportunity to expand your
Directors for NWPA.
Our
contributions
to
the
community
network and discover mentors and
Contact
Erin
Sekerak
at
professional
opportunities you enrich many organizations and
esekerak@jawesternpa.org or 814individuals, and provide solid
otherwise would not.
898-6385 for more information.
So, what is in it for you? Plenty. By
serving an organization, there is
much you can learn to enrich your
life and career.

OUR MISSION
FLEX represents the needs and interests of Young Professionals by positioning ourselves as leaders, entrepreneurs and
advocates for the sustainability of the Venango Area through civic engagement, leadership development, and networking.

Upcoming Events & Meetings:
• Events & Fundraising Committee Call: Friday, March 2,
9 a.m. | Call info will be emailed to committee
• Peek’n Peak Trip: Saturday, March 3, 12 - 6 p.m., Peek’n
Peak Resort | See Facebook event for details
• Membership Committee Meeting: Wednesday, March 6,
6 p.m., Liberty Street Ale House, Franklin
• Monthly Meeting: Thursday, March 15, 12 - 1 p.m., Barrow
Civic Little Theatre, Franklin | Lunch is available for $10,
email executivedirector@barrowtheatre.com to RSVP
• Breakfast & Coffee Chat: Friday, March 23, 7:30 - 9 a.m.,
Famoore’s Family Restaurant, Oil City

FLEX

●

(814) 676-8521

●

FLEX PRESENTS NOMINEES
Congratulations to the young professionals
nominated for young professional of the year!
(see front cover for event details)
Laura Anna
Charlie Cotherman
Zachary Covington
Ashley Cowles
Nicholas Hess
Joni Hulse

Bobbie Jones
Alan McBride
Hannah McCarthy
Will Price
Amanda Slider
Stephen Reinsel

Find us on social media:

www.VenangoFLEX.org

●

flex@venangochamber.org

