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Annual Dinner and Recognition Celebration Planned  -  February 21, 2018 
 

We invite you to join us at the Venango Chamber Annual Dinner on 
Wednesday, February 21, at Cross Creek Resort..  We will once again 
recognize our Citizen of the Year, and this year we will also include our 
Business and Partner in Business in the celebration! 

The Business of the Year and Partner in Business are selected by the 
Chamber’s Board of Directors and must be members of the Chamber.  
Community members are invited to nominate candidates for Citizen of the 
Year.  Additionally, Chamber staff select a Volunteer of the Year, the 
individual who has assisted the staff in providing better service to the 
membership and the community. 

Reservation forms will be available online at venangochamber.org and in next month’s newsletter. 

Our world is changing and the way Venango Catholic 
High School engages students reflects this. Their new 
course, Active Critical Thinking (ACT), is modeled after 
one component of the University of California Davis’ 
Honors Challenge, and a Community Challenge Course 
taught in Anne Arundel County Public Schools, 
Maryland.  This freshman course provides an authentic, 
real world approach to education by incorporating 21st 
Century Skills in a meaningful context.  

Students: 

 work collaboratively in teams 

 enhance research skills via data mining, internet and      
       library access 

 improve oral and written communication skills 

 focus on professional etiquette 

 polish presentation skills 

 learn how to think critically and analytically while 
       working on real-world, local problems 

Expectations of the Community Mentor(s) include 
meeting with their student consultant team a minimum 
of three times at Venango Catholic: at the ACT 
Community Kick off event (to be held in late January/
early February), a Mid Project Meetup event (TBD), and 
the ACT Challenge Presentation Event in May (TBD).  

Additional requirements include any or all of the 
following: contact with the ACT consultant team via 
phone, email, and web during the course of the project.  

If you are interested in participating or would like 
additional information, please contact Admissions 
Director Debie Lesko, at (814) 677-3098 or  
deborah.lesko@venangocatholic.org. 

Venango Catholic High School Instituting New Community Focused Course  

http://www.linkedin.com/groups?home=&gid=1505497&trk=anet_ug_hm&goback=.nmp_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1.npv_24209418_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_spm*4pic_*1
http://www.linkedin.com/groups?home=&gid=1505497&trk=anet_ug_hm&goback=.nmp_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1.npv_24209418_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_spm*4pic_*1
https://twitter.com/venangochamber
https://twitter.com/venangochamber
http://www.youtube.com/user/VenangoChamber
https://twitter.com/venangochamber
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Venango-Area-Chamber-of-Commerce/105969715560
http://instagram.com/venangochamber?ref=badge
http://instagram.com/venangochamber?ref=badge
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/Venango-Area-Chamber-Commerce-1505497/about
https://www.youtube.com/user/VenangoChamber
mailto:deborah.lesko@venangocatholic.org
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Let Us Tell Your Stories in This New Year 

And so we have turned the page on 

yet another calendar year, a very 

quick review of 2017 reminds us of 

the many stories that the Chamber 

was a part of in our business 

community, if only in the telling.  

While we are committed as an 

organization to being visionary in 

working with our community and 

our members to design a better 

future, we must acknowledge what 

we’ve been through.  This reflection 

provides the foundation for 

recognizing excellence in 

performance. It helps us to identify 

the “experts” among us, who 

provide mentorship for new 

businesses and new leaders. And 

occasionally, a look to the past 

reminds us of where we do not 

want to go, providing important 

lessons that may save us valuable 

resources in years to come. 

We hope that you will join us in 

crafting the stories that will make 

2018 one to remember. Can you 

envision the future enough to 

project the success for your 

business this year?  

In 2017, we celebrated the Citizen 

of the Year, Steven Kosak, a man 

who could do exactly that.  As he 

imagined what could be better in 

the community, he shared his 

dreams in a way that inspired 

volunteerism, financial support, 

and community collaboration, to 

make dreams become realities.  

The Chamber was an important 

part of a 2017 story that started 

with the destruction of a highly 

visible stretch of buildings, ones 

that held memories of both 

business success and historical 

relevance.  We can’t wait to see 

what 2018 holds for this property 

along Main Street in Oil City, but for 

certain it will at least be a much 

clearer view. 

We were excited to share stories of 

anniversaries, such as 50 years of 

Clarks Donuts Plus. Many of our 

member businesses said goodbye to 

owners and managers who have 

passed the torch to new leadership, 

with faith that these enterprises 

will thrive with a renewed energy  -  

Oil City Automotive and the Days 

Inn, to name a couple.  

Our communities rallied around 

new construction at McDonalds in 

Oil City and Clarion County 

Community Bank in Franklin.  We 

would be amiss not to mention that 

loss was part of the story, in the 

passing of our treasured members, 

including  the Kirklands, the 

Butlers, Kay Skrobat and most 

recently Bruce Taylor. We fondly 

remember the past, but boldly 

embrace the future. 

We hope you enjoy our newsletter 

each month and continue to share 

much of this content on our website 

at venangochamber.org.  We thank 

those who have continued to 

support our monthly publication 

through advertising again in 2018. 

Our invitation to you is to allow us 

to share your stories in 2018.  We 

want to celebrate your successes, 

along with better understanding 

your challenges.  We want to know 

our members better and help you 

know each other.  Together we will 

create the narrative of our region, a 

story to inspire visitors to come 

often, to consider calling Venango 

County home, to and join us in 

investing in our future. 
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Oil City High School is having its 
Annual College and Career Fair Day 
on February 28, 2018, and are in 
need of local businesses and 
educational opportunities to 
promote to the students. If you are 
able to attend, please register at 
www.ocasd.org. On the left hand 
side, under QuickLinks, select Career 
Fair Link.   

Businesses Needed for OCHS College & Career Fair 

Join the Be Here Email List! 

Starting this month, a Be Here 
“monthly update” email newsletter 
will be sent out with information 
about local happenings, program 
updates, new job opportunities, and 
more. If you’d like to be added to the 
email list, you can sign up at 
beherevenango.org/subscribe.  

Also, be sure to check out the insert in this month’s 
newsletter about a one-year Be Here celebration on Friday, 
January 26. 

2018 Membership Directory Preparation  

Work has already begun on the 
printed 2018 Member Directory.  If 
you have had any changes to your 
listing, now is the time to contact us 
with your updates.   

To see the information for your 
business that we currently have on 
file, visit www.venangoworks.org. 

Any changes can be directed to 
chamber@venangochamber.org or 
by calling (814) 676-8521. If you are 
interested in advertising in the 
printed directory, contact the 
Chamber for rates. 

http://www.dwgmlaw.com/
http://www.bertklapecinc.com/
http://www.barrsinsurance.com/
http://www.chamberchoice.com/
http://www.ocasd.org
beherevenango.org/subscribe
http://www.venangoworks.org
mailto:chamber@venangochamber.org
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The Oil Creek & Titusville Railroad business 
office has moved from Oil City to 117 N 
Franklin St, Titusville.  Check out their 
website for information about trips and 
events: www.octrr.org. 

OC&T Railroad Office Has Moved! 

FLEX is now accepting 
nominations for the 2018 Young 
Professional of the Year. The 
group will recognize all 
nominees and announce the 
winner at FLEX Presents, to take 
place on Friday, April 6.  

Do you know a young professional (suggested age 40 & under) 
who is making a difference in our community? A form can be 
found as an insert in this newsletter or online at 
www.venangochamber.org/flex -presents-nomination . 
Nominations are due by Friday, February 16. 

Nominations for FLEX Presents 

We would like to thank Cross Creek Resort for hosting a 
wonderful mixer again this year.  This mixer is a wonderful 
gathering of four chambers from across the region. Pictured here 
are Emily Altomare (Titusville Chamber), Christa Lundy 
(Meadville Western Crawford County Chamber), Susan Williams 
(Venango Chamber), and Jodi Lewis ( Franklin Area Chamber) 

http://www.hagan1.com/
http://www.gillconsult.com/
http://www.hiexpress.com/franklinpa
http://www.for-cu.com/
http://www.octrr.org/
http://www.venangochamber.org/flex-presents-nomination/
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Fred Thomas has been in the auto 
parts business for many years, a 
position that came naturally to a 
young man who grew up around 
cars. Along with his wife, Barb, he 
recently sat down to talk about the 
career he retired from, recalling 
decades of memories. He first 
owned Thomas Auto Parts, with two 
stores in Reno and Titusville, in 
1972, businesses which he sold in 
1983. He continued to work for the 
business but only stayed a short 
time. Fred shares that this larger 
company was out of touch with the 
needs of our community. “We 
stocked items for our customers in 
the oil and logging businesses, 
inventory our owners were 
unfamiliar with, but needed here.” 
He went on to open Thomas Auto 
Sales on Riverside Drive. 

In 1986, Fred and Barb purchased 
property in Seneca on seven acres 
with three buildings, that would 
become home to the auto sales 
business just a couple years later, 
Thomas Auto Parts. The buildings 
were expanded upon and staff was 
added, including the Thomas’ son 
Steve and his wife Patti. Steve ran 

the parts and service side of the 
business, while Patti served as 
office manager. The Thomases 
fondly talk about the other 
employees who rounded out their 
staff, allowing Fred to concentrate 
of the part of the business he most 
enjoyed—auto sales. He made the 
decision to begin with semi-
retirement five years ago, 
eventually settling on the decision 
to sell the business. When asked 
about this Fred shares: “We began 
losing valuable employees, due to 
health and other career choices, and 
hesitated to hire new staff as we 
considered the possibility of a sale. 
We were fortunate to have such 
good people for many years, but it 
was increasingly harder to find and 
retain the right people. The time 
seemed right.” 

Among Fred’s favorite tasks while 
working were his trips to the car 
auction. Local businessman Scott 
Snow shared his affinity for auction 
days and, while no strangers to each 
other, it seemed an almost chance 
meeting when the two men talked 
one week between the rows of cars 
and realized an opportunity may 

benefit both of them. An easy 
negotiation ended with Scott’s 
purchase of the property and a plan 
for the future of it. Auctioning of the 
business inventory would happen 
as Fred planned, and Scott would 
purchase the lot and building, giving 
the site a new future. 

When asked what they hope to see 
when driving by 3052 State Rt. 257 
a year from now, Fred and Barb say 
“buildings full of business!” They 
were pleased that Scott resurfaced 
the parking lot, even prior to the 
final sale. Scott describes the main 
building as one that could 
accommodate up to three 
businesses, if not needed by just 
one. While two of the spaces are 
best suited for offices, the larger 
space would be ideal for retail or 
even light manufacturing and could 
be built out to fit its intended use. 

The Thomases have left a wonderful 
legacy of professionalism and 
honesty in business traits that lead 
to the relationship they have 
established with new owner Scott 
Snow. Scott has respectfully named 
it the “Thomas Building” after them. 
In the tradition of good business 
and supporting community, he 
looks forward to a bright future of 
leasing to new businesses or ones 
looking to relocate to Seneca. 
Anyone interested in this space can 
contact Scott directly at his business 
4 Your Car Connection and can 
learn more about the property on 
the Facebook page “The Thomas 
Building.” 

Seneca Property Set for New Future and New Name: “The Thomas Building” 
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Submit Your News for the Business Review and Forecast! 

The Derrick and The News-Herald is 
preparing for the annual Business 
Review and Forecast edition to be 
distributed on Monday, February 
19, and are looking for information 
about your business to be featured 
in a free news story for this section. 

They are interested in details such 
as expansion projects, new products 
and services, staff changes, etc. 

You have the option to write your 
own article, or provide an outline or 
list of information about the 
happenings at your business over 
the past year—and any specific 
plans in the works for this year —
from which the news staff will write 
an article. 

There are forms available to help 
you compile the information, which 
can be found at TheDerrick.com or 
by contacting Cindi Power at (814) 

677-8370 to get a copy via email.  

There is no fee to submit a news 
article and there is no word limit on 
submitted articles. However, 
submitted articles will be edited for 
content and space. Photos and 
company logos may be provided and 
will be considered for publication as 
space allows. 

Articles may be dropped off at the 
office at 1510 W. First St., Oil City; 
mailed to: Venango Newspapers, 
ATTN: Cindi Power, P.O. Box 928, Oil 
City, Pa. 16301; or emailed to:                 
specialsections.thederrick@gmail.com. 

Emailed text should be saved as a 
Word document. Emailed photos 
should be saved as .JPG files and 
sent as attachments to an article. 
Please mark BUSINESS REVIEW & 
FORECAST in the subjectline of an 
emailed release.  

If you do not receive a reply stating 
that your email was received, please 
call Cindi at the number above, to 
confirm that it arrived and that 
attachments can be opened.  
Information for free news stories 
must be received by Wednesday, 
January 10, in order to be 
considered for publication in the 
Business Review and Forecast. 

Bridge Builders Community 
Foundations has announced the 
dates and deadlines for the 2018 
Week of Giving and a new addition, 
Clicks for a Cause. The Week of 
Giving will take place March 19-23, 
and the deadline for nonprofits to 
sign up is January 15. 

The Week of Giving is the largest 
regional philanthropic initiative to 
date, spurring collective charitable 
giving through the foundation. 
Nonprofits throughout Clarion, 
Forest and Venango counties, as 
well as the community of 
Punxsutawney, sign up online to 
become a participant, allowing 
community members to give 
numerous donations. 

“Last year, we were able to give 
almost $104,000 from more than 

300 donors to 88 local nonprofits 
and funds,” said Trenton Moulin, 
executive director of BBCF. “We’re 
looking forward to another Week of 
Giving and an opportunity to give 
even more back to the organizations 
making a difference in our 
community.” 

Clicks for a Cause, taking place 
January 22-26, gives nonprofits 
another chance to raise funds and, 
as a participant of the Week of 
Giving, a nonprofit is automatically 
part of this addition. Clicks for a 
Cause is essentially a competition 
for nonprofits, allowing community 
members to click and vote for 
organizations by simply visiting the 
website from any device. The 
nonprofit with the most votes 
receives an additional $500 through 
the Week of Giving.  

“The new addition of Clicks for a 
Cause to this year’s Week of Giving 
is yet another way to help us 
support our local nonprofits,” said 
Moulin. “This campaign isn’t just 
about getting money, it’s about 
educating people on our 
community’s needs and why it is 
essential to give.” 

To participate in the Week of Giving 
and Clicks for a Cause, nonprofits 
must visit bbcfgives.org and register 
by Monday, January 15. 
Community members interested in 
voting and donating can visit the 
website for more information.  

BBCF Announces Second Annual Week of Giving 

TheDerrick.com
http://bbcfgives.org
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Picture this: You’ve relocated to 
Venango County—maybe you used 
to live here and are returning or you 
are completely new to the area. You 
purchase an affordable home, obtain 
a job where you’ll be using your 
skills and education, register your 
children at school, take advantage of 
outdoor recreation, and get 
acquainted with grocery stores, 
doctor’s offices, and coffee shops. 

Yet, you feel like something is 
missing. You’ve accomplished a 
great deal since you’ve moved here, 
but you still notice a void that needs 
to be filled. Although you have 
everything you wanted in a place to 
live and work, why do you still feel 
somewhat unhappy? More often 
than not, it’s because you have yet to 
become truly connected. 

There are many ways to have an 
excellent quality of life here. 
Venango County is known for low 
cost of living, beautiful scenery, 
outdoor recreation, low crime rate, 
and much more, but one of the most 
important benefits of living here is 
the amazing sense of community. 

Sense of community comes in many 
forms. It can be simply walking 
down the street and hearing friendly 
“hellos” from passersby; meeting up 
with new friends at lunch and 
chatting for hours; joining an 
organization, such as a social club or 
church, and feeling welcomed 
immediately; attending a community 
event and enjoying entertainment 
with others; or making a local 
business connection that will last 
throughout your entire career. 

These are just some of the many 
ways community members feel 
accepted and happy. Unfortunately, 
we have heard stories of people 
moving to the area, feeling 
dissatisfied, and leaving shortly after 
they arrived. There may be other 

factors affecting their decision to 
leave, but more often than not, it is 
because they were never truly 
connected within the community. 

How can we avoid this? As a 
community, we need to work 
together and be welcoming 
ambassadors for our region. Here 
are some ideas for doing this: 

Be Aware 

We all have days when we would 
rather not make conversation, but 
making an effort to look around 
when walking down the street or 
ordering your coffee  can help you 
become more aware of new people. 
You don’t need to talk to a person 
extensively and tell them everything 
they need to know about the area, 
but simply acknowledging the 
person and saying hello can make 
them feel welcomed. 

Meet Up 

If you’d like to take it a step further 
and get to know the person, ask 
them to meet up for coffee or lunch. 
You never know what connections 
or relationships can be created 
simply by meeting with someone. 
Plus, having coffee with various 
people can make a difference in your 
own life. According to a TEDx Talk 
by Bobby Audley, grabbing 50 cups 
of coffee a year can help you connect 
with fascinating people and opens 
up opportunities for new 
perspectives, mentorships, jobs, 
friendships, and more. 

Make Connections 

You may not always have an 
amazing experience when meeting 
up with someone, and you don’t 
have to maintain that relationship 
just because you feel obligated. 
Instead, think about what you 
learned about that person’s interests 
and background and try to connect 
them to someone in your network 

who you think they will get along 
with. You can also help connect 
people to local groups and 
organizations, such as service clubs, 
social groups, churches, or 
committees for organizations. 

Be Positive 

Can you imagine how discouraging it 
would be for a new community 
member to hear negative talk about 
the area? They may have worked 
hard to make the move to Venango 
County and hearing comments such 
as, “This area is failing,” or “There 
are no jobs and nothing to do here,” 
can make them rethink their 
decision. Rather than complain 
about what is wrong about the area, 
I encourage you to try to talk about 
the things that are great and discuss 
what can be done to fix the 
challenges we face. 

According to a study called Soul of 
the Community by the Knight 
Foundation, community attachment 
is an emotional connection to a place 
that transcends satisfaction, loyalty, 
and even passion. A community’s 
most attached residents feel a bond 
to their community that is stronger 
than just being happy about where 
they live. 

Will you join us in helping new 
community members feel attached 
and connected? 

Find more articles on the Be Here 
website: beherevenango.org/news. 

Photo by Bright Ideas Photography 

The Importance of Being Connected 

beherevenango.org/news
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Women's Monthly Workshop to Begin in 2018 

A Women's Monthly Workshop will be held at the Tipsy 
Chef in Oil City on the last Wednesday of each month 
beginning on Wednesday, January 31 at 6 p.m. This 
structured, but open forum is for women to come 
together and show each other what its like to support, 

encourage, grow, learn, network, 
and more with one another. 

Each week will feature a guest 
speaker, focused on topics such as 
wellness, mental health, positive 
body image, stress management, 
and more.  

The workshops will be hosted through a new initiative 
called “Rise Above,” created and support by local 
women, including Christine Manning, Shon Gaworski, 
and Ashley Cowles.  

“This community and these workshops are dedicated to 
all things positive! Support, empowerment, nurturing, 
encouraging, building, lifting each other up, kindness, 
strength, knowledge, power, courage, love, and 
friendship,” Christine said.  

To learn more about Rise Above and the Women’s 
Workshops, visit facebook.com/riseabovethenorm.  

Trenton Moulin 

MEET OUR  

BOARD 

Trenton Moulin is currently serving his second year as 
a member of our board. He previously served as 
president of the Chamber’s young professionals group, 
FLEX. He was a major presence in founding FLEX and 
establishing the group as an effective network of young 
professionals dedicated to empowering future leaders 
in the Venango region.  Trenton was awarded Young 
Professional of the Year in 2015. 

Trenton graduated from the University of Pittsburgh 
and began working in nonprofit accounting before 
moving to HR recruiting. He later became the Director 
of Development at the American Red Cross. For the 
past seven years, Trenton has worked as the Executive 
Director of Bridge Builders Community Foundations, 
an organization focused on creating and growing 
endowments that benefit the needs in our region.  

Outside of work, Trenton is hugely involved in the 
community and has served as a volunteer in a wide 
variety of organizations, including the Oil City Main 
Street Program and the Oil Region Library Association. 
In his free time, Trenton loves experiencing the 
outdoor recreation available in our area, including the 

rivers and trails. He also enjoys attending Pitt football 
games and, most importantly, spending quality time 
with his wife and two children.  

Trenton loves the comradery he finds working in a 
close-knit community.  He enjoys the teamwork and 
sense of unity the working community shares. 

“It’s great when a group of people get together to make 
something happen,” said Trenton.  

His goal as a member of our board is to position the 
Chamber as the leading resource for the business 
community and the number-one generator of leaders in 
our region. He also continues his support of FLEX and 
would like to see the organization continue to promote 
the empowerment of our region’s young leaders who 
are equipped to help the area thrive.  

Trenton envisions a future Venango Region that has 
rebranded itself as something not-quite-rural, not-quite
-urban, but something in between that has found its 
niche, attracting new businesses and becoming a hub of 
new and exciting ideas.  

facebook.com/riseabovethenorm


 

  10                   Venango Area Chamber of Commerce   ●   (814) 676-8521  ●   www.venangochamber.org               

Looking to mix up your lunch 

routine or take the family out for a 

filling, fresh meal for dinner? We 

recommend stopping by the Taco 

Shack, one of our area’s newest 

restaurants, located in downtown 

Oil City. 

The Taco Shack opened at the 

beginning of July 2017 and 

specializes in Tex-Mex and modern 

Mexican American fusion food, with 

a fast casual price point. The 

restaurant offers a variety of items, 

such as rice bowls, burritos, tacos, 

nachos and quesadillas along with 

different weekly unique specials 

and features—all customizable. 

Not only does the Taco Shack have 

a variety of food, but they pride 

themselves on the freshness of the 

food, the price, and the atmosphere 

of the restaurant. “My favorite part 

of being part of The Taco Shack is 

being able to serve our busy locals 

fresh, unique, and delicious food at 

a reasonable price point, in a fast 

pace yet comfortable environment,” 

Co-Owner Chris Antonov said. 

The restaurant has food available 

for both dine in and take out, and 

posts their specials on their 

Facebook page. Some recent 

specials have included a philly 

cheese steak quesadilla, baja fish 

tacos, and pork belly tacos with 

pineapple. You may have also 

noticed some of their humorous 

and witty sayings displayed on 

their outdoor sign as you drive by. 

Chris and his family are transplants 

from Florida and felt the need to 

bring their passion for food, fresh 

ingredients, tacos, and hospitality 

to the wild and beautiful keystone 

state. Chris has enjoyed his time 

working in Venango County, mostly 

because of the wonderful people he 

has had the opportunity to serve on 

a daily basis. He also enjoys the 

beautiful landscape and history this 

area has to offer. When starting the 

business, he knew it was not going 

to be easy, but enjoys having the 

opportunity to put his family’s 

passion into play and give their 

customers something to smile 

about each day.  

If you’re hungry for “fresh food 

fast” make sure to stop by the Taco 

Shack on Center Street in Oil City! 

About  

 
The Taco Shack specializes 
in Tex-Mex and modern 
Mexican American that’s 
fresh and at a reasonable 
price, in a fast pace, yet 
comfortable environment.  

 
FAST FACTS 

 
 All items (burritos, tacos 

quesadillas, rice bowls, 
etc.)  are customizable 

 Owners are a family from 
Florida with a passion for 
fresh food 

 Offers unique specials, 
such as baja fish tacos 
and pork belly tacos with 
pineapple 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
 

Email:  
Flantonov@gmail.com  
 
Phone: 
(814) 271-7239 
 

Facebook: 
Facebook.com/The-Taco-
Shack-1231521163640227 
 

Address: 
222 Center Street 
Oil City, PA 16301 
 

Hours of Business: 
Tues -Sat  11 a.m.-8 p.m.  

The Taco Shack 

Fresh. Food. Fast.  

Facebook.com/The-Taco-Shack-1231521163640227
Facebook.com/The-Taco-Shack-1231521163640227
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Instead of driving out of the area 

when he couldn’t find supplies he 

needed to brew beer and wine, Kris 

Johnson decided to start his own 

store right in Oil City. Tipsy Chef 

opened last April and is a retail 

home brewing supply store that 

includes specialty foods and a 

multipurpose room. 

Besides brewing beer and wine, Kris 

shares a love of cooking and food 

with his long time friend who he 

met in college, Christine, and the 

two came together to open Tipsy 

Chef. Due to Kris running another 

local business during the day, he 

contacted Christine who has an 

MBA and years of marketing and 

merchandising experience to take 

the reins. 

The business has had great success, 

drawing both local community 

members and people from out of 

town. “There is nothing like the 

Tipsy Chef in the area, so we have 

drawn in a variety of customers 

from all over and have customers 

that we know by name that frequent 

for supplies and events,” Christine 

said. 

Tipsy Chef enjoys collaborating with 

other businesses and connecting 

with the community. Their 

multipurpose room is utilized for a 

variety of events, including private 

parties, brewing demonstrations, 

paint and sip and various craft and 

art classes, cooking classes, beer 

and wine making classes, and other 

various workshops. They even held 

a “Live Clue Game,” this summer, 

drawing dozens of people to 

businesses downtown. 

Tipsy Chef has something for 

everyone, including home brewing 

supplies, sauces, spices, salts, olive 

oils, balsamic dressings, coffees, 

teas, jams, jellies and pickles. They 

also have gift certificates and 

novelty gifts like cookbooks and 

wine glasses. Stop in to check out 

their selection and find them on 

Facebook for a list of upcoming 

events and workshops! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

About  

 
Tipsy Chef is a retail home 
brewing supply store that 
includes specialty foods and a 
multipurpose room. 

 
FAST FACTS 

 
 Hosts a variety of events 

such as beer and wine, 
making, cooking, and DIY 

 Opened by two friends 
who share a love of 
cooking and brewing 

 Draws customers from 
outside of Venango 
County 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
 

Email:  
tipsychef@chef.net 
 

Phone: 
 (814) 493-8988 
 

Facebook: 
Facebook.com/TipsyChefOC 
 

Address: 
45 Seneca Street 
Oil City, PA 16301 
 

Hours of Business: 
Daily 10 a.m. - 8 p.m. 

Tipsy Chef 

Let us know what you want to learn, see, taste or do.  
Tipsy Chef can make it happen.  

https://www.facebook.com/TipsyChefOC/
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AT& T Grand Opening Event 

AT&T, located at 1 Kimberly Drive in 
Cranberry, is hosting a “Re-Grand 
Opening” on Monday, January 8, from 
12 to 2 p.m.  The business never had a 
grand opening, so they’re kicking off 
the new year by officially celebrating 
the store and their customers. 

Store Manager Sara Grizzell said, “Since 
I began managing the store in 2015, I’ve enjoyed working with 
the other staff and our amazing customers. We look forward to 
another great year as a business in Venango County and we 
want to celebrate with the community!” 

The store will do a ribbon cutting at noon, and have 
refreshments and giveaways. There will also be a certificated 
Samsung representative and AT&T business managers 
available to talk about what the business has to offer.  

Linda and Holly of Gibbons Business Solutions 
and the Porch Music Store have published 
several books through Amazon, and have 
embarked on a new series: “Grand Adventure 
Journals.” 

The first Adventure Journal “Our Grand Adventure—Journal 
for Our Special Times” is designed to build relationships 
between grand-parents and their grandchildren. 

The second is “Grand Camping Journal—Creating Memories to 
Last a Lifetime.” It includes not only journal pages, but fun 
activities and puzzle pages for grands to share in those quiet 
times on a picnic table or beside a campfire. 

The third “Grand Recipes” is in the works and will be available 
early in 2018. Several recipes will be included, as well as space 
for grands to share their favorite recipes with their 
grandchildren. 

Grand Adventure Journals are available on Amazon and the 
website grandadventurejournals.com. They are a perfect gift 
for the kids or grands in your life! 

Do you have a book drafted or an idea for a book? GBS can 
connect you with professionals to help get it into print. Contact 
them at gibbonsbusinesssolutions@gmail.com. 

Owners of GBS & Porch Music Store Publish Books 

Are you hiring? 

We want to help you find great employees! You can 
post your job openings on the Be Here website. 
Just fill out the form at  beherevenango.org/hiring. 

http://venangocountydailynews.com/
https:/www.choicehotels.com/pennsylvania/franklin/quality-inn-hotels/pa328
http://www.glenviewapoth.com/
https://grandadventurejournals.com/
beherevenango.org/hiring
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Social Media Tip: Customize Your Facebook URL 

Facebook is often the easiest place for a 
business to reach their audience. Are you 
making it easy for your customers to find  
you? You may sometimes notice Facebook 
pages with numbers at the end of the URL. 
For example: facebook.com/Venango-Area-
Chamber-Of-Commerce-105969715560.  

While people can usually find you by typing your business 
name in the search bar, the process is easier for them if you 
customize your username. The new URL would instead be: 
facebook.com/VenangoAreaChamberOfCommerce  if the 
username is: @VenangoAreaChamberOfCommerce. 

Here’s how you can update your username: 

1. Go to the your business page and click about on the left side  
2. Click edit next to your current page username 
3. Enter a new username 
4. If the username is available and follows the guidelines for 
custom usernames, click create username  

It’s as simple as that! When you change your username, your 
URL should automatically change, too. Choose a username that 
is as close to your business name as possible. If your business is 
the Tipsy Chef, for example, but @TipsyChef is taken, try 
something like @TipsyChefOC.  

Do you need help or have social media questions you’d like 
answered in next month’s newsletter? Contact Ashley at 
acowles@venangochamber.org. 

Welcome New Chamber Board Members! 

Two new members will join the Chamber’s board of directors 
for 2018—Joyce Morgan of UPMC Northwest and Fred 
Terwilliger of Central Electric Cooperative, Inc.  

We’d like to thank Frank Hajduk of SCORE – Venango and 
David Snedden of Hagan  Business Machines for their hard 
work and dedication to the Chamber’s board for the past six 
years. We will miss you, but know you will continue to 
support the Chamber and our local businesses! 

L to R: Fred Terwillinger, Frank Hajduk, Joyce Morgan, David Snedden 

http://www.caldwell-signs.com/
http://www.presbyhomes.com/
http://www.smbybell.com_/
http://www.cranberrymall.com/


 

  14                   Venango Area Chamber of Commerce   ●   (814) 676-8521  ●   www.venangochamber.org               

You may recognize Matt Caldwell from 
being out in the community for his business 
Caldwell Printing & Signage Solutions, as 
well as his role on the Chamber’s Board of 
Directors. Matt is the third generation of 
this family business, which has been 
successful right here in Venango County.  

You can read Matt’s story on our Be Here testimonials page, as 
well as multiple other stories of people who live and work in the 
Venango Area!  

We want to share YOUR story too. Just visit the website at 
www.beherevenango.org/testimonials and click the “share your 
story” button at the bottom of the page. 

Correction: Jessica Young, who was featured in the December 
VenangoWorks!, owns the massage therapy business out of the 
YWCA in Oil City. Her story can be found on the testimonials 
page on the Be Here website!  

As a senior at Cranberry Jr. Sr. High School, I often 
worry about my future: where I want to work, how to 
find a job, and more importantly, how to get the job. 
However, because of my senior English class, I have 
been able to put my worries behind me. 

Mrs. Motter, the senior English teacher, has been 
teaching for the last 22 years, but has only been 
teaching seniors for the last 10 years.  Cranberry High 
School requires all of their students to complete a 
graduation project which Mrs. Motter integrates into 
her senior English class.   

We are required to create a resume, reference page, 
and a cover letter or college admissions essay. The 
culminating activity is a mock interview that Mrs. 
Motter schedules for students at the school. They can 
be college and/or work interviews conducted by 
people from various colleges, businesses, and 
organizations from around the area.  

The interviews were originally for only the general 
students, but the graduation committee decided that all  

 

students deserve a real-world experience that will 
allow them to prepare for their futures. 

I asked a couple of students how they felt about the 
whole experience and I got nothing but positive 
comments. One student said, “It was nerve-wracking 
leading up to it, but during the interview, I 
remembered what Mrs. Motter taught us. I took a deep 
breath and just started talking like I was talking to her.” 

Mrs. Motter wants us all to succeed, which is why she 
pairs students with interviewers who would relate, or 
have contacts in a particular field. She said that it takes 
a lot of patience to plan 
everything, especially when 
interviewers cancel at the last 
minute. 

Overall, the interviewing process 
was successful. Students went 
away with an experience that will 
help them in their future, and 
interviewers got to see how well 
prepared the students at 
Cranberry really are. 

Career Readiness and Mock Interviews Prepare Local Students for  a Successful Future 
By Zachary Beichner 

http://www.beherevenango.org/testimonials
http://www.beherevenango.org/testimonials
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Chance the Rapper has been named as one of Time 
Magazine’s 100 Most Influential People of 2017, and it 
seems he also reads my networking articles. Now you 
might be wondering how I came to such a wild 
conclusion; here’s how… 

Chance is a huge name in music and has sold exactly 0 
albums. Yeah, you read that correctly: 0, Zero, not 1, but 
none. He has always given his work away and never 
asked for a dime. You can find his music on the major 
streaming services, but good luck trying to find it in a 
store or for sale online. 

Why would you give away your work for free though? 
By giving away his mixtapes, Chance has curated a 
fanbase that is among the most loyal in the business. 
Consumers soak up his music for free online, and then 
live shows often sell out within minutes. 

If you thought giving away music for free was a crazy 
business move, you might want to stop reading now. In 
2016, Chance bought nearly 2,000 tickets to his own 
concerts from scalpers at whatever high price they were 
asking just to sell them back to the fans at the normal 

price. If you weren’t a fan of 
this guy before, you should be 
now. 

When I thought about it I 
instantly began to see the 
connection between how 
Chance does business, and 
how I like to network. I am 
one to give, rather than ask in networking. I enjoy 
helping others and being a connector for my network 
connections. I have a loyal network because they know I 
am always someone they can call on whether it is to 
write a recommendation or provide a referral. 

By not worrying about the money, and focusing on what 
he loves, Chance has vaulted himself to the forefront of 
the music industry as well as laid out a perfect template 
for us to follow in networking. 

Whether hip hop is your thing or not, check out Chance. 
Read up on him and what he’s done. Even if you don’t 
come out as the newest fan, you can surely appreciate 
the man and all that he has done. 

Congratulations Chance, and Thanks for Reading! 
by Kurtis Bell 

Let Customers Know You're a Chamber Member 

Over the years, membership in chambers of 
commerce has offered business owners 
credibility to consumers looking to purchase 
products and services. The Venango Area 
Chamber of Commerce has provided members 
with the seal of approval from the early days 
when hand typed directories were distributed , 
to the modern day form of promotion through 
the chamber website and online directory.  In addition to the 
printed directory, we offer these additional ways to share you 
commitment to the community through the Chamber: 

Member Window Cling 

You've seen them all over the region… The Venango Chamber 
proud member window cling, adorning the entry doors on over 
400 businesses and organizations in our community. By 
displaying this cling, you tell customers that you played an 
integral role in the success of the Venango area through your 
membership in the Chamber. Customers can shop with ease 
knowing that you are invested in the community. 2017 “Proud 
Member” decals will be distributed within the next few weeks. 

Download the Membership E-Plaque to your Website 

You can also post your window cling to online visitors and 
customers by downloading a plaque to your website. The window 
cling is reproduced in a virtual format that can be placed online.  

 

 

http://www.fun-bank.com/
http://www.gatesandburnsrealestate.com/
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JANUARY 
  
 11 Business After Hours Mixer  -  Dale Woodard Gent Law Firm         
  5-7PM  
  
FEBRUARY 
 1 Business After Hours Mixer - Rep. R. Lee James, 5-7PM 
 15 Board of Directors Meeting, 8AM 
 21 Chamber Annual Dinner, Cross Creek Resort, 5PM 
 
  
 
 
  

Chamber Events Calendar 

COMMUNITY CALENDAR OF EVENTS AVAILABLE AT 
WWW.VENANGOCHAMBER.ORG/CALENDAR 

Mcfate & Merkel Law Office 

SCORE 

Rossbacher Insurance Agency 

Caldwell Printing Services 
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Agway 

Eckert Chiropractic 

Friends of Drake Well Museum 

Hickman Lumber  

The Barnard House 

Clarion University 

Steel Valley Authority 

King’s Landscaping 

Joy Global 
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UPMC Northwest 
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Central Electric Cooperative 

Williams Travel 
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Board of Directors 
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According to the U.S. Census Bureau 
website, about 20% of people in 
Venango County are between the 
ages of 20 and 40. This is more than 
10,000 people in our community 
who belong in the “young 
professional” category. 

Young professionals are not only 
the under 40s wearing suits and 
sitting behind a desk—they come 
from any career field and position. 
FLEX membership is made up of a 
variety of YPs, including: 

 Heather D’Souza, HR Generalist 
at Webco Industries 

 Jill Kellner, Teacher at St. 
Patrick Catholic School 

 Charlie Cotherman, Pastor at 
Oil City Vineyard Church 

 Deanna Wolfgong, Owner & 
Music Therapist at DS Music 
Therapy 

 Nick Hess, Owner of The 
Printer's Cabinet & Curiosities 

 Aaron & Andrew Ritsig, 
Students at Clarion University, 
Venango 

 Corey McCullough, Writer & 
Copy Editor at C.B. McCullough 
Editing & Proofreading 

 Steve Reinsel, Optometrist at 
Wagner Family Eyecare 

 Alexa Marquis, Owner at 
Oakwood Photo + Video 

There are just a few of the people 
who represent FLEX throughout 
our community. Basically, FLEX is a 
group of like-minded individuals 
who come together for a common 
focus and conversation on issues 
specific to our demographic, 
regardless of profession. 

We represent the movers and 
shakers making a difference in 
Venango County, whether we’re 
hiring a new employee, teaching 
children, preaching on Sunday 
morning, counseling through music, 
selling antiques, attending college 
classes, writing a book, giving an 
eye exam, taking photos at a 
wedding, or even unemployed. If 
you’re under 40 living and/or 
working in the Venango County 
area, you are a young professional! 

FLEX looks forward each year to 
recognizing young professionals in 
our community at our annual FLEX 
Presents Young Professional of the 
Year event. We invite community 
members to submit nominations of 
those they see making a difference 
in our area through leadership, 
civic engagement, and community 
involvement. We encourage you to 
pay attention to the young 
professionals you encounter each 
day and consider nominating them. 

FLEX Presents nominations are 
due by February 16 and forms can 
be found as an insert in the center 
of this newsletter or online at 
venangochamber.org/flex-presents. 
The 2018 FLEX Presents will be on 
Friday, April 6 (location and time to 
be determined). 

The Variety of Young Professionals in Our Community 
FLEX Welcomes Nominations for Young Professional of the Year  

venangochamber.org/flex-presents
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Podcast Recommendation: “How I Built This” 

 

Want to hit the ground running in 2018, but lacking in 

inspiration? The NPR podcast "How I Built This" with host Guy 

Raz spotlights savvy entrepreneurs each week from well-

known brands and businesses. 

From Instagram, Kickstarter and Lyft to 

more traditional companies like Southwest 

Airlines, Samuel Adams and Patagonia, "How 

I Built This" gets to the core of what it means 

to take risks and think on your feet when 

time and money are running low. 

Raz's ability to have intimate discussions with some of the 

biggest names in business lends to insightful episodes detailing 

the rise, fall and rise again so common in starting one's own 

company. "How I Built This" gives listeners the feeling that they 

too could quit their 9 to 5 job and go all in with a wild hope and 

a modest savings.  

Devin Gold is a serial entrepreneur, 
owning two local businesses and a 
nonprofit. Originally from the area, 
Devin graduated from Franklin High 
School in 2010, then went on to earn 
his bachelor’s degree in Business 
Management from Grove City 
College. 

In 2007, Devin was diagnosed with and overcame 
Hodgkins Lymphoma, a blood related cancer, which 
would ultimately shape his future drive for success. He 
started his first business, Vapor Industries, in 2014, 
which specializes in the disposal and reclamation of 
sludge and wastewater in the municipal and industrial 
industries. 

In 2015, after losing his best friend, Jeremy Coast, to 
cancer, Devin started a non-profit called 519Strong in 
his memory, to award scholarships to high school 
students in the tri-county area who have overcome 
adversity in their lives while remaining positive 
throughout their struggles. To date, 519Strong has 
awarded more than $3,000 to local students. The 
organization also contributes to the Children's 
Hospital's annual toy drive and in 2015 received 
recognition for being the largest donor by a private 
organization. 

Recently, Devin also started a weekend home rental 
business, based out of Kennerdell, called Allegheny 
River Rentals. The business provides short-term lodging 

to individuals taking advantage of outdoor recreation in 
our area. In 2017, Allegheny River Rentals received 2nd 
place in the Oil Region Alliance's "Get on the Trail" 
business plan grant competition. 

In September 2016, Devin married Erika, the love of his 
life, and together they enjoy exploring the outdoors—
hiking, kayaking, bicycling, or playing with their dogs 
Koda and Tucker. He can also be found on his dirtbike 
riding and training for the GNCC off-road racing series. 

Devin has big goals for the future, including national 
recognition in wastewater management for Vapor 
Industries, awarding $5,000 per year in scholarships 
through 519Strong, and providing 10-15 rental units 
through Allegheny River Rentals. In the long run, he 
hopes to have established multiple successful 
companies and have helped other young entrepreneurs 
achieve their goals. Personally, he and his wife hope to 
grow their family within the next 5-10 years. 

“One of the greatest enjoyments of working in Venango 
County is watching the county evolve overtime and 
knowing that I am a part of what it is becoming,” Devin 
told us. “It is exciting to see everything evolve full circle 
in the area that I grew up in.” We couldn’t agree more 
with him, and we’re glad he’s part of helping our area 
grow! 

(More information about Devin’s businesses and nonprofit 
can be found at: Vapor-Industries.com, 519Strong.com & 
AlleghenyRiverRentals.com) 
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The Compound Effect Book Discussion 

If you’ve attended an Oil City art-
related event or visited the Graffiti 
Gallery or Transit Fine Arts Studio, 
there’s a good chance you’ve come 
across Ashley Ramos. Although 
Ashley is originally from Brooklyn, 
New York, and moved to the area 
when she was nine, she considers 
Oil City her hometown. 

Ashley first got involved in the artist community by 
entering pieces into the Oil Heritage Festival Art Show, 
where she won first and second place for oil and acrylics 
in the amateur division in 2016. She now volunteers at 
the Transit Fine Arts Gallery, where she recently hosted 
a paint and sip event, and became a member of the 
Graffiti Gallery committee this year.  Ashley has also had 
work in shows held by Art Inside and the Oil Region 
Coalition of Artists (ORCA), based in Titusville. 

With several other artists, Ashley is involved in the 
ongoing "Nasty Woman Project,” which explores tough 
subjects like body positivity, rape culture, gender, and 
race equality. They held two exhibits in 2017 and plan 
to expand their reach to the surrounding towns and 
even out of state. In September, she also tried her hand 
at curating by co-curating the "Dust" show, featuring 
artist Deac Mong in the Graffiti gallery with Kiyomi 
Knox, another local young professional. 

Over the summer, Ashley started her own arts initiative 
called the VC Connection Project. Through this project, 
she aims to reach out to the community to make art 

more accessible to those who may have been hesitant to 
participate in the local art scene. She focuses on how art 
can be used as a therapeutic tool to connect with 
yourself and with others, and has plans for more events 
in 2018. 

The subjects of mental health and body positivity are 
very important to Ashley and she learned to tackle these 
issues herself and graduated from the Regional 
Counseling Center's Intensive Outpatient Program this 
year. She plans to train to become a certified Peer 
Support Specialist this spring. 

When Ashley isn’t painting or working to better herself 
as an artist and learn new techniques, you can find her 
in her daily meditation practice; being crafty and dyeing 
and spinning yarn and knitting; hanging out with friends 
at the Transit Building studios; enjoying a coffee at 
Karma Coffee Co; sketching at Justus Park; or taking 
advantage of the many local art-related events. 

Looking to the future, she hopes to obtain a bachelor’s 
degree in fine arts and become a gallery curator or art 
teacher. She has been steadily applying to artist 
residencies and aims to attend one in 2018. 

Ashley plans to always maintain her connections to the 
Oil City arts scene. She has enjoyed associating with the 
relaxed and friendly people in Venango County and 
appreciates the strong support system for creative types 
in the area. We love seeing all that Ashley has done as an 
artist and young professional in Venango County, and 
we can’t wait to see what else she accomplishes! 

The new year is already here, and so is our first meeting for the 

book discussion on The Compound Effect by Daren Hardy. Our 

first meeting will be at Bossa Nova Café Roastery in Franklin 

from 12 to 2 p.m. on Saturday, January 6. Please have the first 

two chapters completed and we will do the worksheets together. 

For those who are unable to meet on Saturday, we will be 

discussing the book virtually on Google Hangouts beginning on 

January 6. Please add Rachel’s email to your contacts and we will 

add you to the group: r.l.stiller15@gmail.com  

mailto:r.l.stiller15@gmail.com
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Upcoming Events & Meetings: 

•  Events & Fundraising Committee Call: Friday, January 5, 9 a.m., call +1 605-475-2875 & use code 7429689 

•  The Compound Effect Book Discussion: Saturday, January 6, 12 - 2 p.m., Bossa Nova, Franklin 

•  Pottery & Sip: Wednesday, January 10, 6:30 p.m., OC Earthworks Studio (Transit Building), Oil City  
     *BYOB & snacks. FLEX will cover the cost up to 20 people @ $12 each. RSVP required to receive offer (acowles@venangochamber.org)  

•  Events & Fundraising Committee Meeting: Tuesday, January 16, 5:30-7 p.m., Oil City Library Conference Room 

•  Monthly Meeting: Wednesday, January 17, 12 - 1 p.m., Bella Cucina, Franklin 

     *Lunch is available for $10 a person. Please email Zach to RSVP (executivedirector@barrowtheatre.com)  

•  Coffee Chat: Tuesday, January 23, 8-9 a.m., Bossa Nova, Franklin 

•  OHF Bike ‘n Brew Meeting: Tuesday, January 30, 5:30 - 7 p.m., Venango Chamber, Oil City 

 

 

 
OUR MISSION 

 

FLEX represents the needs and interests of Young Professionals by positioning ourselves  
as leaders, entrepreneurs and advocates for the sustainability of the Venango Area  

through civic engagement, leadership development, and networking.  

December was a fun and busy month for FLEX! Thank you to those who attended the Ugly Christmas  
Sweater Party, donated to the food drive, and volunteered with the Community Services Spirit of Giving.  

We hope you enjoyed your holidays and are ready for another successful and exciting year!  
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