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Cranberry Festival
Basket Raffle
Each year, during the day of Cranberry Festival, the Chamber has hosted a
Basket/Prize raffle. Chamber members and local businesses have generously
donated baskets, items, or sponsorships for the raffle’s prizes. Festival goers
look forward to the opportunity to win, while observing the support of the
business community in this fundraising component of the festival.
If you are willing to make a donation, we ask that you send or drop off your items by Monday, September 11, to
the Venango Chamber (Seneca Street, Oil City) or CS Technologies (Route 257, Seneca) or call the Chamber at
676-8521 for items to be picked up.
We welcome items that promote your business, such as hats,
t-shirt, coupons, and gift certificates!
You can let us know about your donations by completing the
short form at venangochamber.org/cranberry-basket-raffle.

Is Your Nonprofit Making the Right Moves to Stay on Track Legally?
Thursday, September 28 | 8:00 AM (Registration) 8:30 AM – 11:00 AM | Oil City
Cost: $10, Register online by visiting the chamber calendar of events at www.VenangoPlays.org
Presented by: Tish Mogan, Standards for Excellence Director, PANO, in Partnership with Bridge Builders
Community Foundations
Does your nonprofit have the essential legal, regulatory, and governance practices in place? This program will
utilize the Standards for Excellence Educational Resources to cover:






The legal responsibilities of the board
The Legal Checklist – this provides a way of doing an internal legal audit on major areas of compliance at
no cost other than staff and board time
The Fundraising Solicitation and Acknowledgement Checklist - this ensures they include the legal and
regulatory disclosures
The Annual Checklist to promote the board education in fulfilling their major fiduciary responsibilities on
an annual basis
The Form 990 Public Relations Checklist– puts focus on
areas that need to be disclosed to the public that involve
legal compliance

This program will provide a practical and hands-on learning
experience- that is user-friendly! Please bring your Form 990.

Venango Area Chamber of Commerce ● (814) 676-8521 ● www.venangochamber.org

Clark’s Donuts Plus Celebrates 80 Years
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Clark’s Donuts Plus is excited to celebrate 80 years and you’re invited
to join the celebration on Saturday, September 9! Stop by the
Cranberry store on Route 322 from 8 to 11 a.m. for FREE breakfast
items and 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. for FREE desserts, both made with Clark's
Donuts. They will also be giving away at least 80 prizes during the day
and Clark's Donut logo items will be available for sale.
Clark's Donuts opened on Elm Street in Oil City in 1937 by Mr. and Mrs. Clark. They only made a couple types
of donuts, since they had to mix the dough by hand. In 1939, the store was bought by Mr. Lindquist, who
owned it until 1941 when Don and Louise Rogers purchased it. This was during World War II; they had to
ration the donuts they made and people would line up early if they wanted to get a share each day.
The shop employed a few people, including Margaret Welsh, who worked there from the beginning until she
retired. Donald Neidich was hired for the night shift in 1957 and made donuts with the owner, Don Rogers.
They were still mixing the dough by hand so they made two batches of raised donuts and one batch of cake
donuts each night, then another batch each morning. They fried the donuts in the front window of the store so
people walking by could see the making of the donuts. The building was quite small and this not only helped
the space issue, but it also enticed people to come in and buy donuts.
Don started delivering to businesses in Franklin and Oil City after they purchased a mixer. Since they no longer
had to mix the dough by hand, more could be produced each night and a larger variety were made, including
cinnamon rolls and filled donuts, filled one at a time with a hand pump machine. In 1967, Clark's Donuts
moved from Elm Street to Seneca Street in Oil City. This building was large enough to allow them to expand
their delivery routes and make more donuts every day. In 1968, a satellite store in Titusville was opened.
Donuts were delivered to Titusville every day for about five years.
In 1971, the city decided to build a parking ramp, so Clark's Donuts had to move again. They relocated to East
First Street. Donald Neidich was still working for the Rogers family during this time. In 1984, he purchased the
business and added some more items to the menu like: French crullers, cookies, and muffins. The store now
employed nine people, including Terry Neidich, Donald's son.
In 1987, Terry and Kelly Neidich opened a second branch of the business called Clark's Donuts Plus. The store
was in the Cranberry Mall and they offered all the same products as the Oil City location, which shipped the
donuts there each morning. When Donald retired, Clark's Donuts Plus relocated to the building that it is
currently located. The store is still on Route 322 just east of the Cranberry Mall.
In 2012, a store was opened in Clarion and they ship fresh donuts there Monday through Saturday. A new logo
was created to celebrate the 75th anniversary, which is now on the new packaging used for deliveries to area
businesses, and Clark's Donuts is now a registered trademark within the United States!
Clark's Donuts Plus still uses original recipes that have been passed down over the
years. The dough is mixed in an 80-quart mixer now and some are cut out in
a sheeter machine, allowing production of a larger quantity. Cinnamon rolls, bear
claws, and apple fritters are cut by hand. The frostings and cream for the long
johns are made from scratch. Apple fritters are only made during the fall, while
bear claws are made all year.
Currently, Clark’s Donuts Plus has six full-time and 18 part-time employees. There
are two retail stores, in Clarion and Cranberry, and the donuts are made at the
production site on Route 257 in Seneca. In December, Clark’s partnered with
Karma Coffee Co in Oil City, where donuts, biscotti, and other sweet treats are
being sold daily. Deliveries have expanded to almost 60 different locations in
Clarion, Jefferson, Venango, Forest, Mercer, and Crawford Counties. Learn more at
clarksdonuts.com. See you at Clark’s Donuts Plus!
“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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Join the Venango Conservation District to “meet, greet, eat &
learn” at Agriculture Awareness Day! The event is on Saturday,
September 9, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at Baytree Farm, located at
2265 Rockland Nickleville Road in Emlenton.
This fun–filled day is held to showcase everything that
agriculture has to offer for both farmers and consumers of
Venango County and the surrounding areas.
Educational booths and demonstrations will be on display all
day for the public to enjoy and learn more about where their
products come from. Agricultural and conservation practices
will be demonstrated and presented throughout the day to
encourage farmers and landowners to implement best
management practices to help conserve farm land, reduce nonpoint source pollution, and improve water quality. There will
also be fun kid activities during the day as well as food from
local vendors.
Learn more at facebook.com/VenangoConservationDistrict.

PA 2-1-1 Northwest Service NOW Available 24/7
The new Pa 2-1-1 Northwest
information and referral service
connecting people in need to
social services is now operating
on a 24/7/365 basis.
“We’re excited and very happy that services went 24 hours, 7
days a week, 365 days a year, a lot sooner than we thought in
the planning stages of this program,” Said Will Price, executive
director of United Way.
2-1-1 information and referral service is the social service
equivalent of 9-1-1. People in need of social services can dial 2
-1-1 and reach a trained, professional Resource Navigator,
who will listen to the caller’s concerns and provide
information on the appropriate agency that can assist the
caller with their need(s).
If a caller wants to conduct their own searches for assistance
they can go to the website at www.pa211nw.org. They can
also use the chat feature right from the website site, to
connect with the call center.
Venango Area Chamber of Commerce ● (814) 676-8521 ● www.venangochamber.org

Oil City Vineyard Church to Relocate
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The Oil City Vineyard (OCV)
Church will begin meeting at the
YWCA located at 109 Central
Avenue on Oil City’s South Side
as of Sunday, September 10.
OCV started about one year ago with a group of 15 people in
the home of Charlie and Aimee Cotherman. The group then
moved to the Great Room of the National Transit Building,
where they have been worshipping for 10 months. The
congregation has grown to about 80 attendees each week
and, although they have enjoyed the historic and intimate
feeling of the Transit Building, the church will be moving to
have space for their growth.
“We have had a great first year, but in order to continue to
grow into the calling God seems to have for us, we need to
be flexible enough to leave some of our familiar settings
behind and take the risk of growth for the sake of our
neighbors, our town, the Kingdom, and The King,” said
Charlie.
The church meets on Sundays at 10 a.m., with coffee, snacks,
fellowship, and worship, and they welcome any community
member to join! Find more information about OCV,
including weekly sermons, at www.oilcityvineyard.org.

Oil City Façade Grants: District May Expand
If you own a business or building in
or near downtown Oil City and are
planning storefront improvements
next year, take note! The Oil City
Main Street Program is hoping to
expand its territory to include areas on East First Street, Rt.
62, Duncomb & Spring Streets, and North Seneca Street.
Business and property owners in those areas are
encouraged to contact Kathy Bailey in the Main Street Office
at 677-3152 x 101 or kbailey@oilregion.org to be put on a
list of interested applicants for its next round of Façade
Improvement Grant funding beginning in 2018. Don’t wait –
call today!

Are you hiring?
You can easily share open job positions at your
business or organization on the Be Here website!
Just visit beherevenango.org/hiring and fill out
the short form.
“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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SCORE – 50th Birthday in Northwest Pennsylvania
On September 6, SCORE will be celebrating 50 years serving the Northwest Pennsylvania small business
community. Before you join in the celebration, you may want to know a little more, like, what is SCORE and
why should we celebrate them? A little background is necessary:
History
Small businesses are the heartbeat of the American economy. The large corporations receive all the
attention, but America runs on small business. Small business is defined as 500 or fewer employees. In fact,
99.7% of all employees in the United States fall into this category. Digging deeper, firms with less than 20
workers make up 89.4 % of the workforce. The importance of small business to the economy and
employment of the nation was recognized so in 1953, the Small Business Administration was formed to
nurture, advocate, and finance small businesses. Fast forward to 1964 when the SBA launched SCORE as a
national volunteer group with 2000 members, uniting independent efforts to mentor small businesses across
the nation.
The Erie Chapter was formed in 1967 to serve the Northwest Pennsylvania region ( 50 years ago ) and has
been faithfully providing volunteer services to small businesses ever since. It is this long history of quietly
serving the needs of small business clients through experienced business leaders providing mentoring
services that we celebrate.
Facts and Figures
SCORE originally was known as the Service Corps of Retired Executives, but is now known as SCORE
“Counselors to America’s Small Business “. It is “dedicated to entrepreneur education and the formation,
growth and success of small business nationwide.” We are made up of over 300 chapters and 10,000
volunteers. Most remarkably, there are only 20 paid staff in Henredon, Virginia, who support the entire
organization.
In 2011, Deb Lutz, then with the Oil Region Alliance as the Economic Development Manager, recognized the
value of SCORE and approached the Erie Chapter for assistance in our area. In January of 2012, a new branch
of the Erie Chapter was formed, called the Venango Branch, with office space provided by the Oil Region
Alliance. Frank Hajduk, then a member of the ORA board was recruited to start the local branch. Since that
time, 3 other counselors were recruited to serve the Venango, Clarion, and Forest County region, which had
been underserved by the Erie Chapter. The other counselors who serve this area are Vince Witherup,
Venango County Commissioner, Layne Giering, retired business owner of the Clarion Clipper Restaurant in
Clarion, and Peter Winkler, former business owner and current Chief of Staff for Glenn Thompson, our local
Congressman. In the 5-1/2 years of its existence, we have served 113 local clients in multiple businesses.
The keystone of our local services is the 1:1 mentoring we
provide through experienced counselors. We partner with
other agencies, like the SBDC in Clarion for educational
seminars and business plan development. Should you
need these services, please reach out to SCORE at
www.SCORE.org . In addition, we are always looking for
experienced leaders in business who are willing to give
back some of their knowledge to the next generation of
business leaders. If this is you, please contact Frank
Hajduk at ven193@yahoo.com for details.

Venango Area Chamber of Commerce ● (814) 676-8521 ● www.venangochamber.org
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Fifth Annual Senior Expo Held
State Rep. R. Lee James hosted his fifth annual Senior Expo on
Tuesday, Aug. 22, at the Rocky Grove fire hall. Nearly 50
vendors were on hand to provide information about programs
and services for senior citizens. A vendor directory was
provided to each of the 150 attendees.
A drug drop box was provide by Sugarcreek Borough police,
and seniors are encouraged to take any old or unwanted drugs
to be disposed of properly. A free lunch was provided by the
Rocky Grove Volunteer Fire Department Ladies Auxiliary.
UPMC and the Visiting Nurses Association provided stroke
screening and blood pressure and carotid artery checks.

SAVE THE DATE!
Business of the Year Luncheon
November 1st at 12 p.m.
Wanango Country Club
Fighters Ball Support Needed
The 6th Annual FIGHTER’S BALL will be held on
Saturday, October 14th at The Franklin, 1340 Liberty
Street in Franklin.
The FIGHTER’S BALL promises to be a fun filled evening
with dinner, dancing, 50/50 Raffle and Silent Auction.
The FIGHTER’S BALL is a non-profit event to raise funds
to benefit Relay for Life, and to generate awareness about
prevention, detection and treatment of cancer.
Proceeds from the FIGHTER’S BALL, the silent auction and 50/50 raffle, fund research and treatment here in
Western Pennsylvania. Over the last five years our community raised over $42,200!
Making this ball a success, and doing our part to end cancer, can only be accomplished with the generosity of
local trusted businesses/organizations. Organizers are seeking Grand Sponsors as well as monetary gifts and
items to be included in the silent auction. Grand Sponsors, are donors of $1000, however, monetary gifts of
any amount are appreciated. Kindly complete the attached form and send business logo and donation to the
address above.
Checks payable to the Fighter’s Ball can be mailed to Connie Shull, 197 Stanley Road, Oil City, PA 16301. If you
are able to donate an item for our silent auction, please contact Connie to arrange pick up. If you have any
questions about the FIGHTER’S BALL, sponsorship, donations or tickets please feel free to contact Connie
(Relay for Life Community Champion and Team Leader) at 814-676-5759, fightersball@hotmail.com or check
www.facebook.com/fightersball.
“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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Snapshots from the Annual
Chamber Member Steak Fry

The staff at the Venango Area Chamber
of Commerce would like to thank all of
those that attended the Chamber
Annual Steak Fry on August 17, 2017. It
was a beautiful evening and we had a
great time! Hope you can join us next
year!!

Venango Chamber Now Accepting Nominations for Citizen of the Year
The Venango Area Chamber of Commerce is now accepting nominations for our
Outstanding Citizen Award. Each year, the Chamber bestows the award upon an individual
or individuals who consistently evidence civic leadership through volunteerism and
service to their community. The Outstanding Citizen Award is among the Chamber’s most
prestigious community recognition awards.
The nominating committee is looking for Venango County citizens who demonstrate a
well-rounded and deep-rooted commitment to family and community. Nominees must be
community volunteers with records of extensive and diverse participation in community
service and civic involvement, aside from accomplishments directly related to the
candidate’s employment.
Nomination forms are available at the Chamber or at venangochamber.org/citizenof-the-year-nomination-form

Venango Area Chamber of Commerce ● (814) 676-8521 ● www.venangochamber.org

-Gold Sponsors-

Samuel & Edith Justus
Charitable Trust

-Silver SponsorsCranberry Mall
Edward Jones Investments Seneca
Farmers National Bank
Northwest Savings Bank

-Bronze Sponsors-
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Clarion County Community Bank
Clarion University - Venango
Community Ambulance Service
Electralloy
First United National Bank
Fryburg Sportsman's Club
Froggy * Majic * WUZZ
Hile-Best Funeral Home, Inc.
Joe Taylor Ford, Inc.
Klapec Auto Body, Inc.
Oakwood Heights
Oil City Moose Club
Pepsi Beverages
PNC Bank
Rossbacher Insurance Group/
Urban Seneca
Seneca Medical Center
of Butler Health System

-PatronsBarr’s Insurance, Inc.
The Cabinet Store
Culligan Water Conditioning
Deets Mechanical
Galaxy Federal Credit Union
H & R Block
Holiday Inn Express & Suites
Hope Pediatrics
Hoss’s Steak & Sea House
Nicole’s Bridal Boutique
Oil City Vineyard Church
O’Polka & Company, A Division of
McGill, Power, Bell & Associates
Pin Oak Village
Roger A. Baker Ins. Agency
Snyder Electric
World of Wheels

Thank You!
“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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MEET OUR

BOARD
Deb Lutz
Deb Lutz has served as a Chamber board member
since January of 2013. She worked in economic
development for 13 years. She recently changed
positions, and she now works for the Steel Valley
Authority in the Strategic Early Warning Network or
SEWN program. SEWN assists manufacturing entities
by offering layoff aversion or business retention
services that are geared to stabilize, restructure, turn
around, or attract buyers for at-risk small and
medium-sized companies.
As someone who truly enjoys working in our region,
Deb appreciates the people, the culture, and the
perseverance of the residents in the area. “The
combination really does make the Venango Region a
special place to live and work,” she said.

residents and communities that we serve.
“Every citizen, business, organization, and political
entity plays a role in the world of Chambers of
Commerce,” said Deb. “Every connection with an
existing investor or visitor creates an impression
about Venango County. That impression can be
positive or negative, but all impressions ultimately
build Venango County’s brand in the larger world.”
“The Chamber is a network of individuals,
organizations, programs, and services dedicated to
working with new and existing businesses that work
cooperatively to drive vitality and prosperity,” said
Deb. “I see a great deal to be optimistic about for the
future of the Venango Region.”

Deb feels that maintaining a positive outlook and
In her spare time, Deb loves to experience all the
working together as a community towards a common
recreational opportunities that this region has to
goal is the key to ensuring a bright future for the
offer. “There is truly something to do in any of the
Venango Region.
four seasons,” she said.
“There are exciting things that are happening in and
Deb’s goals as a member of our board include
around Venango County that will take a few years to
continuing to work with the other board members to
develop, but, when they do I believe there will be
promote the vision and mission of the Chamber,
opportunities that we, as a region, have not seen for a
continuing to be responsive and proactive to the
while,” she said. “But we need to stay connected and
needs of our businesses, and having the Chamber
work collaboratively to take full advantage.”
continue to be the conduit on a variety of levels to the

Clarion County Community Bank Opens New Office
Clarion County Community Bank invites you to join them for their
Grand Opening Celebration of their new office at 1272 Elk Street in
Franklin on Friday, September 15, from 4 to 6 p.m.
They will continue the celebration through the end of the month,
showcasing local businesses. You can check out the complete
schedule of events at www.venangoplays.org, viewing the dates
September 18th - September 29th.
Venango Area Chamber of Commerce ● (814) 676-8521 ● www.venangochamber.org

Pennsylvania Free Enterprise Week (PFEW) Hosts 61 Venango County Students
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This summer, 61 Venango County high school students traveled to
Williamsport, PA, to participate in the nationally recognized Pennsylvania Free
Enterprise Week (PFEW) program. Students from Cranberry Area, Franklin
Area, Oil City and Rocky Grove high schools, along with one home school
student joined over 2,100 students from across the state to learn about our free
enterprise system.
They formed management teams of approximately eighteen
students, running their own company and competing against
other student companies. Throughout the week, world class
speakers addressed the students on a wide variety of topics
germane to the business world and their personal and
professional development. The week culminated in an exciting
closing banquet and recognition for success in each of the
competitions. Here are several quotes from local students who
attended this year’s program:
“Every speaker I listened to, every simulation we did together, every assembly we went to, and every
company meeting we had, we all learned something, and that is the most important thing about this
experience. This camp has taught me how to persevere through tough times, to communicate with
others easier, time management, and how to show support to myself and anyone who is around me.” –
Zach Taylor, Franklin Area HS
“When I heard everyone saying that this program
changed their life I didn’t believe it. But now after
completing it I understand they were right. The
things you learn here are so powerful. I wish every
kid in the state of Pennsylvania could experience
this. This program changes people for the better. I
have been changed. Thank you for changing me.” –
Madison Gordon, Rocky Grove JSHS
“With all the knowledge I’ve gained here at PFEW about growing as a person, running a business, and
working as a team, I believe I will have an advantage going into college. However, my favorite part of
PFEW was meeting other students from all across the state. Complete strangers have turned into lifelong friends!” – Abigail Adams, Cranberry Area JSHS
Students attend this award-winning program via a
$575 scholarship donated by a local business,
foundation, civic organization or individual. This
year, eighteen Venango County organizations
provided the scholarships for their local students to
attend.
To get involved as a donor or volunteer, or to
discover more about PFEW, visit their website at
www.pfew.org, or call them at 814-833-9576.
“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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Franklin Public Library Announces Activities

Teen Anime Club is a club for teens ages 13-18 to enjoy
cartoons from the amazing culture of Japan. This program will
be held on Tuesday, September 5 and 26 from 4-5 p.m. The
Club will watch an Anime (Japanese animated cartoon), hold
roundtable discussions, play Japanese games, and learn a
Japanese word of the day! This program will be held the
second and last Tuesday of each month. Pre-registration is
required and a parent must be present to sign the form.
Tween Arts is a new group starting September 14. The group
will be making string art at this class. On the 2nd Thursday of
each month, tweens (10-15) can come and create a different
craft project. from 6-7:30 p.m. The class will be limited to 10
and registration will be required for each month’s class. These
classes will be held monthly through May 2018 with a variety
of art projects being featured.
Talking About Herbs will be held 12 - 1 p.m. on Thursday,
September 28. Bring your lunch and your questions to this
group of folks who are interested in learning and sharing
knowledge about herbs and their use in cooking and wellness.
This program is free and new members are welcome. Preregistration is not required.
The Adult Coloring group will meet on Saturday, September
9, from 1 - 2:30 p.m. This program is free and open to all
adults. Materials are provided but you are welcome to bring
your own. Come and enjoy the air conditioning and some
group relaxation. No registration is needed.
The Friends of the Library will meet on Tuesday, September
12, at 6:30 pm at the library.
The Franklin Rotary Club is sponsoring a Day at the
Library on Tuesday, September 26.
Bookmarkers Book Club will meet on Tuesday, September
12, from 12 to 1:15 p.m. to discuss A Man Called Ove by
Fredrik Backman. The selection for October will be The
Readers of Broken Wheel recommend by Cecelia Bivold.
The Evening Book Club will meet on Thursday, September
21, at 6:45 p.m. to discuss Hurricane by Hugh Howey. The
selection for October will be Invisible Boy by Cornelia Read.
A limited number of copies of the books are available at the
library. All programs are free and open to any adult. New
members are always welcome.
Venango Area Chamber of Commerce ● (814) 676-8521 ● www.venangochamber.org
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Help spread the word about the many great ways to live,
work, and play in the Venango Area! You could win one of
five prize packages, full of donations from local businesses,
by participating in the Be Here Social Media Contest.
See this month’s newsletter insert for more information or
visit beherevenango.org/contest.

Wine Walk Tickets Available Now
Tickets are on sale now for the next
“Oil City Uncorked” Wine Walk on
Friday September 22nd, 4:30 – 8:30
pm in the city’s north side business
district! Tickets are $20 advance,
$25 day of event and are available at
Tipsy Chef, 45 Seneca Street (open
10 am – 8 pm) or online through
oilcitymainstreet.org.
Participants must be 21, valid photo ID required at event
check-in. Wear your comfy walking shoes, and sample from
110 regional wineries as you stroll around town and discover
the great things downtown Oil City has to offer!
Proceeds from “Oil City Uncorked” benefit the various
revitalization efforts of the Oil City Main Street Program. For
more
details
and
event
updates,
follow
@oilcitymainstreetprogram
on
facebook,
or
visit
www.oilcitymainstreet.org.

A & E Sale Coming in November
The Belles Lettres Club will hold
their annual Anything & Everything
(A&E) Sale on Saturday, November
4, from 8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the club
house, located at 405 West First
Street in Oil City.
Admission is free and there is something for everyone! Items
include clothes, shoes, jewelry, linens, household items,
books, toys, homemade soups, baked goods, candy and much
more. Come and enjoy the fun!
“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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Bring Central Electric Cooperative to Your Meeting or Event!
Central Electric Cooperative (CEC) is dedicated to the
communities it serves. This commitment to communities
is why CEC launched a Speakers’ Bureau.
CEC’s Speakers’ Bureau is an experienced group of employees who are specially trained to conduct free,
educational and informational presentations within their seven-county service area. CEC speakers provide
audiences with valuable information on a variety of topics, or they can customize a presentation to suit your
needs. The presentation’s length is determined by your situation. CEC also welcomes the opportunity to
speak to groups during their lunch hour.
There is no charge for these speakers; the presentations are simply a great way for CEC to reach out and
engage individuals in matters that affect all of us. Regardless of which topic you select, you can expect
valuable, energy-related information.
CEC’s speakers provide audiences with valuable information on
a variety of topics such as customer service, finance and
accounting, administration, marketing and public relations,
engineering, safety, information technology, human resources
and electrical operations. A list of available topics is on CEC’s
website at www.central.coop. But remember, they can
customize a presentation to meet your needs. So if you have a
topic in mind and it isn’t listed, just let them know!
To schedule a speaker for your organization call Renee Tritten
at (800) 521-0570 x2151. CEC also has programs available for
the younger generation. To learn more about these programs
please visit their website or give them a call.
Central Electric Cooperative is a Touchstone Energy
Cooperative serving approximately 25,000 members with over
3,000 miles of distribution line in portions of Allegheny,
Armstrong, Butler, Clarion, Forest, Mercer and Venango
counties. Visit CEC's website at www.central.coop to find out
how to save money on energy bills.

Firefighters Recognized
On August 24th at the monthly Oil City Council meeting,
Representative Lee James presented citations to four Oil City
firemen who responded to a call in Washington County. The
four are members of the Urban Search and Rescue team and
were dispatched on July 12th to a collapsed apartment building
where a resident of the building was trapped for nine hours
under the rubble.
The four firefighters from left
to right are Noel Bartlett, Oil
City Fire Chief, Mark Hicks,
Rep Lee James (center) Jake
Hoovler and Denny Cherish.
Venango Area Chamber of Commerce ● (814) 676-8521 ● www.venangochamber.org

Not Every Interaction is Going to Be Great
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By Ashley Cowles, Venango Chamber
Recently, I set a goal to have coffee or lunch with someone at least once a
week—preferably someone new. With my job, I don’t seem to struggle to find
people to meet up with. There’s almost always a community member or
business owner interested in hearing about the Be Here initiative, or a new
young professional wanting to know about our young professional group
FLEX. I’ve had great success meeting with new people weekly and most of
them have been intriguing and energizing conversations, a few even resulting
in a new personal friend.
Notice I said “most.” Although the majority of these interactions have been positive, every so often I meet up
with someone and we just don’t click. Sometimes I leave the meeting feeling like the other person didn’t
completely understand what I was saying, or, more often than not, it’s just a personality difference that
makes it difficult to get the conversation easily rolling.
I’m typically a people pleaser and try to make everyone happy, but I finally realized that not every
conversation is going to flow well or, better yet, not everyone is going to like me. There have been times
where I feel defeated after unsuccessful conversations, basically wanting to hide under a rock and give up on
meeting new people, but that’s no way to view the situation.
Not everyone is going to love your ideas, laugh at your stories, or understand where you’re coming from, but
that doesn’t mean you should give up on meeting people and expanding your network. Not every interaction
is going to be great, but if you give up after the not so great, you won’t allow room for the amazing people
you may meet and stories you may hear. In my experience, the good have most definitely outweighed the
bad, and I encourage you to set a goal, too, to meet with new people as often as you can.

Rebecca Beach is a Real Estate
Lending Director with Clarion County
Community Bank, a board member at
the Venango Area Chamber of
Commerce, active FLEX member,
volunteer with United Way, and
board member for the Friends of Oil
Creek State Park.
She grew up in the Venango Area, attended college in Erie,
and returned here upon graduation. She applied for jobs in
many different cities and states, but ended up getting a
position in the area where she grew up, and she couldn’t be
happier.
You can read Rebecca’s full story on our Be Here testimonials
page, as well as multiple other stories of people who live and
work in the Venango Area!
We want to share YOUR story too. Just visit the website at
www.beherevenango.org/testimonials and click the “share
your story” button at the bottom of the page.
“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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Board of Directors
Greg Merkel, Pres.
Frank Hajduk, V.P.
Jeannie Henry, Sec.
Matt Caldwell, Treas.
Doug Eberle
Rebecca Beach
Dr. Kate Eckert
Shari Hamilton
Jake Hickman
Cathy Kentzel
Hope Lineman
Deb Lutz
Jim Marshall
Alan McBride
Ashley McCauley
Trenton Moulin
David Snedden
Carol Williams
STAFF
Susan Williams
Dottie Tawney
Ashley Cowles
Janie Cassady

Mcfate & Merkel Law Office
SCORE
Rossbacher Insurance Agency
Caldwell Printing Services
Agway
Clarion County Community Bank
Eckert Chiropractic

Chamber Events Calendar
SEPTEMBER
14 Cranberry Festival Spaghetti Dinner /King/Queen Talent Show
17 Cranberry Festival
21 Hickman Lumber Mixer - 5-7PM
OCTOBER

Friends of Drake Well Museum
Hickman Lumber
The Barnard House
Clarion University, Venango College
Steel Valley Authority
King’s Landscaping

11
17
19
20

State Street Furniture Mixer 5-7 PM
Venango Blind Association Mixer 5-7 PM
Board of Directors Meeting - 8AM
FLEX Annual Meeting 5PM

Komatsu Mining Corp.
Farmers National Bank
Bridge Builders Community Foun.
Hagan Business Machines
Williams Travel

Executive Director
Executive Assistant
Program Manager
Intern, Penn State

www.venangoplays.org
Looking for things to do in the region, ways to promote
community events or wondering what else in happening on
the days you want to plan an event?
Check out
VenangoPlays.org, your regional calendar of events.

You can easily submit your events to be added to the
calendar at
www.venangochamber.org/calendar/submit-event/

Venango Area Chamber of Commerce ● (814) 676-8521 ● www.venangochamber.org

Why Should We Set Goals? FLEX Plans to Launch New Program
By Rachel Stiller, FLEX Membership Committee Chair
By now, you are probably familiar with the acronym FLEX, which stands for Future Leaders and
Entrepreneurs eXchange. While FLEX certainly knows how to host fun events and socialize, our overall goal
is to better ourselves as we become the future of our area.
This means we’re working hard at becoming the next leaders and our intent is to improve our current skill
set, while striving to make our workplaces, homes, and community a better place.
Leaders and entrepreneurs are not made overnight; you must work hard each and every day at it. What
makes the difference, though, is much like compound interest—small seemingly insignificant tasks repeated
daily can be life changing as time moves on. Before you know it, you’ll be using your newly found skills of
public speaking, time management, leadership, and more, throughout our community.
Who you choose to be today is forming who you will be tomorrow. That’s why FLEX will be offering a new
program to engage our members to go above and beyond what they thought was possible.
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We want to help you take your goals, both professional and personal, and make them part of your everyday
life. It’s not always easy to stick with goals, so we will assist you as you make simple changes that can help
you catapult your success as a young professional.
This goals program will be officially launched at our Annual Meeting, to be held in the evening on Friday,
October 20, at Karma Coffee Co in Oil City. The program will be open to all FLEX Members in Good Standing.
If you are not a member, we just ask for a one-time fee of $15, and you can apply at a future event or social or
online at bit.ly/FLEXMembership.
We encourage you to start thinking of the small ways you can become a better leader, young professional,
community member, and overall person, as we prepare to implement a new exciting program for our group.
Accept the challenge, join FLEX, and get ready to reach your full potential!

“The Future of Venango Area Business!”
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If you attended our last two FLEX meetings or have shopped at the Tipsy Chef, you may
recognize Courtney Stewart, who is the inventory specialist at the store.
Oil City is Courtney’s hometown, where she graduated from Oil City High School then went on
to Edinboro University to study psychology. While in college, she worked for Cutco Cutlery
and, after having great success and becoming a manager, she decided her interest was in
business, so she left college for a full-time position. Courtney enjoyed her duties in her new
position, which were in human resources and training, and she also had the opportunity to
attend business conferences in Detroit and create new programs for her staff. Because of
Courtney’s love of business, she hopes to go back to school someday to get a degree in business management.
After about two years in Erie, Courtney decided to move close to the ocean and lived in Sneads Ferry, North
Carolina, and, after one year there, she relocated back home to Oil City where she has been ever since. “Oil City is
becoming a great place for my son and it helps that I have family here,” Courtney said.
Although her work at Cutco was a great achievement, Courtney is most proud of her family, in which she has a one
year old son, Myles, with her husband Dylan. She hopes to expand her family and have two more children, then
eventually settle down somewhere near the coast within the next five to 10 years.
While in Oil City, Courtney has enjoyed her time at the Tipsy Chef and is excited to help it continue to grow. “The
Chef was truly an amazing idea that I am so proud to be a part of and something that can better our community
further,” she said. Even in her free time, she finds herself at some of the Tipsy Chef’s interesting classes and events.
She and her husband enjoy attending the Paint and Sip classes, as well as the “Food Series” classes, but so far the
Cake Decorating class was her absolute favorite. She looks forward to the fall themed classes coming up in October
and encourages others to check them out!
A new friend recently introduced Courtney to Karma Coffee Co, where she now stops almost every morning for a
delicious iced mocha. She also enjoys walking the trails with her husband and visiting other local businesses, such
as the Taco Shack and Oil Creek Earthworks Pottery Studio, who often teams up with the Tipsy Chef for classes.
“My favorite part about working in Venango County is that I get to be a part of the community. Oil City is home to
me and I am excited to say that since I moved back, there is a stronger sense of community,” Courtney told us. “I
love the homey feel of all the personally owned businesses and how unique and special this community is.”
We’re very excited to meet yet another talented and passionate young professional, living and working right here
in Venango County!
On Friday, August 4, we held our Seventh Annual Student
Appreciation Luncheon, with the most students and young
professionals we’ve ever had in attendance! Thank you to
everyone who helped plan, attended, and gave a testimonial at
the lunch. What a great opportunity to show our appreciation to
the college students who worked or interned in our area over
the summer!

View more photos at Facebook.com/VenangoFLEX
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Marissa Dechant may be a familiar name to you, as she is a staff writer for The Derrick and
The News-Herald and her name is throughout the newspaper each day.
Marissa is a Venango County native who graduated from Franklin Area High School in 2012.
After high school, she attended Clarion University and earned a bachelor’s degree in
Journalism, with minors in Creative Writing and Honors. While in college, she studied abroad
in England for one semester and attended the University of Sunderland.
Since graduating college, Marissa has been invited back as a key speaker and judge for the
Honors Program senior presentations. As an honors student herself, this was an amazing
chance for her to visit her alma mater and give back to the program that gave her such great opportunities.
Marissa has had many achievements during her short career. She has interviewed several noteworthy people,
including U.S. Senator Bob Casey when he came to Oil City to discuss the opioid crisis in Venango County; Terry
Moran from ABC Nightline for an election story at Redbank Valley High School; and Rob Cope, a New Zealand
author hitchhiking across the country last summer who came through Clarion and Brookville. Although she’s
already achieved a lot, Marissa has hopes to advance in her career, whether it be a promotion at The Derrick or
possibly moving onto a job in the social media and community relations field.
Creatively, she has always loved writing fiction and would like to have something either finished or published
within the next five to 10 years. She’s currently working on a longer fiction piece and trying to manage her work
and personal time so she can keep chipping away at it.
Even in her free time, Marissa enjoys reading and writing. Food and fitness are other interests of hers, in which
she has started practicing yoga in the past year, rides her bike during warmer months, and has recently picked up
baking and cooking. Marissa also does her best to see friends a couple times a week. Karma Coffee is her favorite
place to meet local friends and she sometimes takes a trip down to Pittsburgh to see a close friend from Clarion
University. Some of Marissa’s favorite spots in Venango County include the trail between Franklin and Oil City for
an evening bike ride, Karma Coffee Co for work breaks and weekend brunch, Northside Eatery or Amazing Foods
for lunch, and Bossa Nova for coffee while in Franklin. She loves the small town atmosphere that allows her to
form bonds with the people who work at these places.
After college, Marissa worked in Clarion and lived in Franklin, which made it difficult to make connections in our
area. Now that she lives and works here, she has formed many bonds with Venango County community members.
She loves her coworkers and appreciates being able to meet so many people through newspaper interviews.
“Without my job, I wouldn't have learned about FLEX and Be Here, and I wouldn't have several of the friendships I
currently do,” Marissa said. “I'm extremely appreciative of that because it means the world to have friends my age
working in the same community as I do.” We’re glad that Marissa has made so many connections here and we’re
excited for her to continue to be involved with FLEX and our community!

2018 FLEX Officer Nominations
We are now accepting nominations for new officers! Positions
include: President, Vice President/Secretary, Events &
Fundraising Committee Chair, Membership Committee Chair,
and Marketing & Community Partnerships Committee Chair. To
be eligible to become an officer and vote, you must be a Member
in Good Standing. You can join membership for a one-time fee of
$15 at an upcoming social or online at bit.ly/FLEXMembership.
Please contact Casey at cmcvay@clarion.edu and Alan at
alan.mcbride@mining.komatsu to nominate FLEX members and
to learn more about each position. All nominations are due by
September 20.

“The Future of Venango Area Business!”

Tips to Engage Volunteers
by Casey McVay, FLEX President

Today, many community members see volunteering as an active and regular
practice. They engage in volunteering because they believe in the organization
or cause it supports and they enjoy giving their time and skill. Volunteer
opportunities help us to fulfill our cause interests and engage in the
community. Even though many love to volunteer, organizations sometimes
struggle to recruit enough volunteers to accomplish what needs done or
identify consistent, active volunteers.
Tips to engage motivated and dedicated volunteers:
TIP #1: Use existing volunteers and members to recruit new volunteers!
Existing volunteers bring some of the best recruits into organizations and projects. Ask them to tell their friends
and co-workers about what they do and ask if they have the time or desire to get involved, too. You can also ask
them to refer others to you.
TIP #2: Be creative and intentional with volunteer onboarding and retention.
Host a leadership session quarterly to pass on information and gain feedback from volunteers and orient new
volunteers. Provide opportunities for volunteers to lead a new initiative, need, or project. You can even partner
new recruits with existing volunteers for mentorship. Make sure to ask what volunteers are looking for in their
experience so you have the opportunity to make their tasks important to them.
TIP #3: Document processes and information in a central location.
Sometimes volunteers don’t have access to the information they need to complete a task, so they drop off. An easy
way to keep them informed is to have a website with information tabs, a Google Drive folder (great for young
professionals), or a printed handout for future reference. Make sure updated contact information is available.
While you’re preparing this, it’s not a bad idea to include a survey or feedback mechanism.
TIP #4: Keep it real!
Start treating volunteers, which are, in many instances, the lifeline of an organization, more like investors or
stakeholders. They can have an amazing impact on your organization or project. Keep them informed with regular
communication, try to get to know them on a more personal level and understand why they want to volunteer, and
recognize good work often. Be authentic in your approach to working with volunteers.

OUR MISSION
FLEX represents the needs and interests of Young Professionals by positioning ourselves
as leaders, entrepreneurs and advocates for the sustainability of the Venango Area
through civic engagement, leadership development, and networking.

Where you’ll find FLEX this month:
Marketing & Community Partnerships Meeting: Tues. September 5, 6:30 p.m., Deer Creek, Shippenville
Bike ‘n Brew Debrief Meeting: Wed. September 6, 5:30 p.m., Venango Chamber, Oil City
Membership Committee Meeting: Wed. September 6, 7 p.m., Venango Chamber, Oil City (after Bike ‘n Brew)
Monthly Meeting: Wed. September 20, 12 - 1 p.m., Barrow Civic Little Theatre, Franklin
*Lunch is available for $10 a person from Bella’s. Please email Zach at genmanager@barrowtheatre.com to RSVP.
Bowling Social: Thur., September 28, 5:30 - 7:30 p.m., Seneca Lanes, Seneca
Check out the Chamber’s Calendar of Events: www.venangochamber.org/calendar
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