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The Venango Area Chamber of Commerce builds, serves and promotes regional business.

Welcome New Members
Oil City Vineyard Church
Charlie Cotherman
206 Seneca Street, Suite 3
Oil City, PA 16301
Phone: (814)221-9149
eMail: cecotherman@gmail.com
Published Category: Church

Steel Valley Authority
Deb Lutz
1112 South Braddock Ave , Suite 300
Swissvale, PA 15218
Phone: (814)673-5654
eMail: sewnerie@steelvalley.org
Web: www.steelvalley.org
Published Category: Non-Profit

Our mission is simple: Love God. Love
People. Seek first the Kingdom. Oil City
Vineyard (OCV) is a community of people
dedicated to following Jesus, loving our
neighbors, and seeing the goodness of His
kingdom in Oil City.
Strategic Early Warning Network or SEWN
was founded in 1989 by the Steel Valley
Authority
to
retain
the
region’s
manufacturers and retain jobs. SEWN has
expanded to five regional offices & provides
a variety of specialized , confidential
consulting services free of charge for small
to medium sized manufacturing companies
in Pennsylvania.

Don't Ignore Your Listing!
As a member of the Venango Chamber of Commerce you are listed on the Venango Chamber's online directory on
the web site, as well as in the annual printed directory. When's the last time you looked at what your listed
categories are? When's the last time you checked to see what key words you have within your online directory
listing? Maximizing your listing is essential. It helps potential customers find you easier and builds your search
engine optimization (SEO) as your online chamber listing is part of your SEO framework.
Ask yourself:
 Are my listings and contact information current?
 Do my listings allow the public and other members to easily find me?
 Do my listings reflect the core of my business products and services?
 Have I included key words and used those key words within my profile?
 Do I even have a profile or business summary showing with my listing?
If you notice that your listing needs updated, now is a great time to make
changes. Simply contact the Chamber and we will revise your listing and profile
as needed. You can have as many listed categories as you want, but there is a $15 charge for each additional
category listing after your first one.
Visit the online directory at www.venangochamber.org/chamber/member-directory/ and check your listing to
make sure it properly reflects your business or organization.

@VenangoChamber
Venango Area
Chamber of Commerce

venangochamber

VenangoChamber
Venango Area Chamber
of Commerce Group

Venango Area Chamber of Commerce ● (814) 676-8521 ● www.venangochamber.org
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3 Things That Will Hold You Back in 2017
by Kurtis Bell
Each year we fancy ourselves wiser than the last, but each year we often fall back in to old habits. It is not
too late to make some changes for 2017. Below, we’ll go over a few things you can do to lead a better life in
the new year.
1. Hitting snooze. Each time you hit snooze you break a promise to yourself that
you made the night before when you set your alarm. Like our mothers taught us,
“promises are not made to be broken”. So why do countless people (myself
included) start nearly every day by breaking a promise to themselves? Promise
breaking aside, there are also scientific reasons why you are screwing up by trying
to sneak in those 10 extra minutes of Z’s. When you hit snooze and go back to
sleep, your brain starts its sleep cycle again. Once that alarm goes off a second time,
there is a good chance you are in a much deeper cycle and at an earlier point in that
cycle. That is why many times when you get up after hitting snooze a few times,
you actually feel worse than when your alarm initially went off.
2. Being a “yes man”. It is great to be a nice person and all, but you do not have to say “yes” to everything.
Learn the power of saying “no” in 2017. Say “no” when it will keep you focused on your goals, preserve
your values and ideals, and protect you from being cheerfully exploited by others. It might be difficult for
you to say that one word to a friend, colleague, or loved one. But, if you can accomplish more, not be an
enabler for someone with an issue, and preserve who you are and what you stand for by saying one simple
word, why would you not?
3. Blaming others for your mistakes and shortcomings. The best leaders are those who do not dish out
blame, but instead accept the blame themselves if that is the case. Now you do not have to take
accountability for something that is clearly not your fault, but if you typically pass the buck on something
like forgetting to schedule a meeting, that would be a time to step up and take accountability. People often
fear that they appear weak if they admit fault, but the strongest leaders are the ones that admit to their
weaknesses.

Cranberry Township Open House
The Second Annual Cranberry Township Open House is scheduled for March 21, 2017, from 5-8 p.m. at the
Cranberry Mall. Businesses within the township will showcase the services they offer to the community.
Food, prizes, and family friendly activities will highlight the event.
Cranberry Township will be sharing information about the creation of our
Economic Development Committee. Residents will be given an opportunity
to provide input on the future growth of the township and express their
interest in serving on the committee. We are looking for motivated
individuals with diverse backgrounds.
If you own or operate a business located within Cranberry Township and
would like to reserve a free table, please contact Koah Pentz, Cranberry
Township Zoning Officer, at 814-676-8812 x 101 by March 17th. 2017.
Sheetz was one of the many
exhibitors in 2016

“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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Marla McVay Recognized for Outstanding
Business Performance
Mary Kay Independent Beauty Consultant Marla McVay of
Oil City has earned the use of a new Chevy Cruze as a result
of her outstanding achievements in her Mary Kay business.
McVay opted for the cash compensation on earning her 2nd
Mary Kay career car. Mary Kay independent sales force
members earn the use of a career car by meeting or
exceeding goals set within their Mary Kay businesses.
“I was so excited when I earned the car,” said McVay. “It
proves that hard work and dedication will push you forward
and will be rewarded.” The Career Car Program includes the
Chevy Cruze in white, Chevy Equinox crossover in black,
Ford Fusion in black, and the iconic and coveted pearlized
pink Cadillac, a signature color to the Mary Kay career car
program.
“Cars earned by the independent sales force through this
exciting program serve as a symbol of their hard-work and
success in their Mary Kay businesses,” said Darrell Overcash,
president of Mary Kay Inc. U.S. “For 50 years, Mary Kay has
continued to provide a rewarding opportunity selling
irresistible products, changing the lives of women around the
world.”

#VolunteerOpportunity
At the Chamber we continue to have many of our member
organizations tell us that they are in need of volunteers.
These opportunities can range from a one time, short
commitment at an event to a long term commitment for
service on a board of directors and everything in between.
We often get calls in our office from individuals looking for
ways to get more involved in the community. Some of these
are students in need of community service projects.
If order to help individuals and organizations connect, we
are inviting you to simply add the hash tag
#VolunteerOpportunity to your membership listing in our
online directory. This will allow anyone to easily access a
list of those who are actively looking for volunteers.
Simply email chamber@venangochamber.org and put
#VolunteerOpportunity in your subject line. Make sure to
identify your organization in the body of the email and we
will add the tag to your listing.
Watch for future opportunities to have your organizations
volunteer opportunities spotlighted in this newsletter.
Venango Area Chamber of Commerce ● (814) 676-8521 ● www.venangochamber.org
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SAVE THE DATE!
Oil Heritage Festival
July 20-23, 2017

Local Volunteer Receives Nomination
As a consultant for Thirty-One
Gifts, chamber member and
community volunteer, Connie
Shull, has been nominated for
the prestigious honor of the
company’s philanthropy “31
Gives” Heart of Her award.
The Thirty-One Gives Heart of Her Award was established
in 2013 by the founding Gives Care Council members. This
award was created to honor a Thirty-One Consultant who
exemplifies the essence of Gives by offering her time, talent
and treasure to support philanthropic work in her local
community while upholding the characteristics of a
virtuous woman and balancing a successful business with
Thirty-One.
Connie was nominated by a Thirty-One colleague for her
continued contributions of her support to The American
Cancer Society, Relay For Life, Venango Area Chamber of
Commerce, Zonta Club, Oil City YWCA, The Women's
Shelter, Girl Scouts and THON. If chosen, Thirty-One will
make a $10,000 donation to the charity closest to Connie's
heart. The winner will be announced at this year’s 31
Conference in July.

YWCA Welcomes New Staff
Erica Casper, recently assumed the
position of Fundraising/Events
Coordinator at the Oil City YWCA,
replacing Linda Skuse, who will be
retiring at the end of 2017.
Before taking this position, Erica
was a stay at home mom for three
years before previously working for
the Bon Ton for 17 years. She is
married to Kevin and has two daughters, Haleigh, 8, and Ali,
6. Erica looks forward to working with the YWCA staff,
members and being involved with the community on
various projects.
“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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ABOUT Amazing Stitches

Amazing Stitches: “Friends are like fabric, you can
never have enough”
Dixie Gordon, a resident of Emlenton, is the owner/operator of Amazing
Stitches. In 2001, Gordon founded the family business. Gordon along with
her sons, Kurt Corah and Kris Corah, run the sewing/quilting/embroidery
shop at 611 Main Street in Emlenton, PA. In 2001 Amazing Stitches
established several industrial accounts, which they still maintain, and
became a part-time business. Business increased throughout the years and
is now a full-time, multifaceted business. Some of their areas of focus are
custom embroidery, screen printing, sewing, and quilting. A vast array of
fabrics, patterns, and notions fills the shop, for every kind of sewing
enthusiast.
The shop hosts many classes in sewing, quilting and embroidery projects.
Recently Amazing Stitches became a KimberBell Designs Dealer and will
incorporate those designs in the upcoming classes. Classes are available
several times a week.
There is also a unique gift shop, carrying natural home-made skin care
products, embroidered jewelry, plush animals and more. Many of the
items in the gift shop are made by hand and crafted by local people.

Amazing Stitches not
only
supplies
custom
embroidery, but also offers
screen printing as well. We
are equipped with a sixstation screen print shop
and a digital garment
printer, creating nearly
endless possibilities.
FAST FACTS



Janome sales and service



Full selection of fabric and
sewing notions



Classes available

FOR MORE INFORMATION
611 Main Street
Emlenton, PA 16373
P: (814) 724-867-0880
E: dixie@amazingstitches.net

W: www.amazingstitches.net
Gordon feels it is important to not only be connected to the local people
facebook.com/
but also to connect with the business community. Gordon is a member of
AmazingStitches
the Emlenton Civic Club. She volunteers on the Emlenton Summer Festival
and 'Lite Up Nite' committees. Gordon remarks “I want to give back to the
community I live and work in.” Another organization that Gordon is a
member of is the Scrubgrass Stitchers Quilt Guild (SSQG). The SSQG is a quilting guild that is open to anyone
interested in the art of quilting in Northwestern Pennsylvania and surrounding areas. The SSQG is involved in
many quilting events and hosts their own.
This past year Amazing Stitches expanded its screen printing area and gained a larger customer base from the
quilting community. “We are the only quilting shop in a 25-mile radius. Quilters from as far away as Cincinnati
found our shop this year,” stated Gordon “We had two ladies from Pittsburgh that came to spend the day in
our area just to shop at Amazing Stitches. That is exciting to me!”
Venango Area Chamber of Commerce ● (814) 676-8521 ● www.venangochamber.org
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ABOUT Clark’s Donuts Plus

Clark’s Donuts Plus: Making fresh donuts and
baked good daily!
Terry and Kelly Neidich own Clark’s Donuts Plus, a long-time icon in our
area. The business exceeded its expectations in business this past year.
They added delivery sites and continued to offer fresh baked goods day
after day.
Clark’s Donuts has six full-time employees and 18 part-time employees.
Currently, there are two retail stores; one in the 800 Center in Clarion,
open Monday thru Saturday from 6 a.m. to 12 p.m. and the other on Route
322 in Cranberry, open Monday through Friday from 5 a.m. to 5 p.m. and
on Saturdays from 5 a.m. to 1 p.m. The donuts are being made at the
production site located on Route 257 in Seneca, open Sunday thru Friday
from 11 p.m. to 5 a.m. In December, Clark’s partnered with Karma Coffee
Co in Oil City. Donuts, biscotti, and other sweet treats are being sold daily
at the coffee shop. Currently, Clark’s Donuts delivers its fresh, homemade
treats to over 50 locations daily. Deliveries are made all over Venango
County, as well as to Clarion, Crawford, Jefferson and Mercer counties.
During the last year, Clark’s has seen retail growth. “Our donuts sell
themselves.” stated Kelly Neidich, “We place a few ads on the local radio
station, in the newspaper, and use social media to reach customers.
Sometimes it amazes me how many people have heard of our donuts,
even a bit overwhelming!”

We are a donut shop that
provides our customers
with fresh made donuts,
muffins, and cookies daily.
FAST FACTS



Celebrating 80 years!



Donuts available daily at
more than 50 locations



Preorders available

FOR MORE INFORMATION
7150 US 322
Cranberry, PA 16319
P: (814) 677-7336
E: ClarksDonutsPlus@gmail.com
W: www.clarksdonuts.com
facebook.com/ClarksDonuts

Clark’s Donuts Plus carries a full line of homemade baked goods and other treats. The traditional delicacies of
raised donuts, cake donuts, sweet rolls, and filled donuts can still be found at each store daily. For the
convenience of its customers, Clarks also accepts special orders for holiday delights and other special
occasions. Stop into one of their stores or give Clark’s a call, to place special orders.
Clark’s is very excited to be celebrating 80 years of business this year! Watch and listen for special
promotions. “We are very proud to be a staple in our community,” told Neidich. “80 years and counting! We
plan to be here for quite a while longer,” she exclaimed.
Find Clark’s Donuts Plus on Facebook and join their birthday club for a FREE donut on your birthday. See the
website at www.clarksdonuts.com. Call for other information 814-677-7336.
“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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Chamber Launches Be Here Initiative
Be Here was officially launched at an event on Thursday, January
26, at Karma Coffee Co. The launch party included hors d’oeuvres,
beer from Blue Canoe Brewery, and raffle prizes donated by local
businesses.
At the event, Ashley Cowles, program manager for Be Here, spoke
about the initiative and the impact the Chamber hopes to have on
the Venango Area. “We know we have something special right
here,” Ashley said. “We have a sense of community, low cost of living, outdoor recreation, community events,
and so much more. Our goal is to make people aware that you can thrive in the Venango Area.”
The Chamber then launched the new website for Be Here, which includes testimonials from community
members and information about living, working, playing, and being connected here.
The website can be found at www.beherevenango.com. Community members and businesses are
encouraged to share their stories for the testimonials page, provide information about any open job positions
at their organizations, and contribute articles, facts, and photos for the website.
Moving forward, the Chamber will continue to promote the opportunities in the area and work with the
community to identify the challenges that do exist and create possible solutions. “This is not the end, rather
than the beginning of the continued efforts of the Be Here initiative,” Ashley said.
If interested in supporting Be Here, please see the newsletter insert.

Special thanks to Shaun and Marie Alcorn and staff for the delicious food and help with the event, Justin from Blue
Canoe Brewery for the great beer, and Bright Ideas Photography for the photos!
Venango Area Chamber of Commerce ● (814) 676-8521 ● www.venangochamber.org
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honoring our

2016 Outstanding Citizen
Stephen Kosak
Wednesday, February 22 , 2017
Reception 5:00pm
Dinner 6:00 - 8:30pm
Emerald Room, Cross Creek Resort
Route 8 , Titusville, PA
Online reservation available

www.venangochamber.org/catalog/event-registration.html
Early registration discount available
Chamber Members Invited to Attend Career Exploration Fair
Annually, the Oil City Area High School holds a Career Exploration Fair, with local businesses, colleges and
the military invited to attend and visit with students, in an effort to provide them with information about
future opportunities. This year, the event will be held on March 1, 2017, from approximately 7:50- 11:15
a.m., with setup scheduled from 7:15 - 7:45 a.m., in the Oil City Senior High School Gymnasium. Last year,
there were nearly 40 exhibitors, most being Venango Chamber members.
This year, the Venango Area Chamber of Commerce will be partnering with the Oil City High School to
have an expanded Career Fair. We are seeking 30 volunteers to act as guides, assisting students to initiate
conversations with the business representatives present.
Additionally we are looking for business representatives who may be
willing to do short classroom presentations immediately following the
Career Exploration Fair. Those who are exhibiting or acting as guides are
welcome to participate in the classroom too. These are intended to be 30
minute, interactive presentations to inform students about local workforce
and career opportunities and how students can be better prepared to join
the local job market.
Will you be one of the 30 who step forward to impact the lives of the youth
of our community? Call the Chamber Office and let us know that you are
willing to participate as a guide or classroom presenter! For more
information about being an exhibitor, contact Jennifer McGarvie at 814676-2771, ext. 1212 or register online at: https://goo.gl/forms/
ITkP54ANIZeI19qg2 .
“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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Bridge Builders Launches Largest Regional Philanthropic Initiative To Date
Giving campaign will support rural communities and local charities across four counties
Bridge Builders Community Foundations will launch the first area Week of
Giving event next year to spur collective charitable giving that will be prorated through the foundation and will allow donors to give to numerous
nonprofits throughout Clarion, Forest and Venango counties as well as the
community of Punxsutawney.
The Week of Giving event kicks off on Monday, March 19th at 8 AM and
will run until 11:59 PM on Friday, March 23rd.
Trenton Moulin, executive director of Bridge Builders Community Foundations, says, "Other communities in
Western Pennsylvania such as Erie and Pittsburgh have successfully launched giving campaigns and we
believe now is the perfect time to develop a similar campaign that will address the needs of our rural
communities and the charities that support them."
The campaign was the next natural step in supporting area nonprofits after Bridge Builders Community
Foundations launched their "Community Wish List" initiative a few years ago.
"We had dozens of nonprofits who weren't eligible for grants through the foundation's funds or who needed
additional funding to complete a project, so we began posting an up-to-date list of those nonprofits on our
web site and tracking their needs. We also offered to accept donations on their behalf and manage those
donations at no cost to them. We just wanted to spur more philanthropy and more positive outcomes for the
communities we serve. The Week of Giving takes that idea to the next level."
Through its extensive work with nonprofits Bridge Builders knows all too well the struggles nonprofits face
in raising money and creating change.
"We also know that funding your mission often takes up time and resources most nonprofits lack.
Fundraising has become more competitive in today's high tech world. We know that there are wonderful
causes and projects that lack adequate funding to turn today's challenges into an opportunity for immense
growth and capacity for tomorrow." Moulin stresses that while other campaigns exist to collectively spur
fundraising, this will be different.
"The nonprofits are completely in the driver's seat. They decide if they want to participate and at what level.
They're given complete resources and get their donations in hand quickly. Also, those donations are prorated
so the giving goes even further. This campaign isn't just about getting money, it's also about educating people
on why our community needs people to give. Our philosophy has always been that anyone can be a
philanthropist and we want to show them the power of philanthropy."
The foundation has been planning the new campaign for the last several months, which includes a new web
site design, online and mobile giving platform, as well as resources for participating nonprofits.
Nonprofits will be able to sign-up for participation online until February 15, and must be a registered 501(c)3
to receive donations through Bridge Builders Community Foundations.
Additionally companies can participate by pledging to match their employee contributions up to a certain
amount. Corporate pledge forms are available online.
"We're going to be acknowledging those businesses that choose to step up their giving capacity by sponsoring
the campaign or giving corporate matches. It will be very exciting to see how much giving, and collective
impact, we can create over this short week."
Continued on next page

Venango Area Chamber of Commerce ● (814) 676-8521 ● www.venangochamber.org
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A Week of Giving results press conference and celebration will be held Friday, April 7th at 10 AM in Oil
City to announce the grand totals and hand out checks to each participating nonprofit. Special prizes will
be awarded to the nonprofit with the most individual donations, the largest monetary amount of
donations as well as the most creative and engaging Week of Giving marketing campaign.
Community outreach sponsors for the Week of Giving event include Explore Your Town, LLC, which
includes Explore Venango and Explore Clarion media.
Donations can be given online at bbcfgives.org between 8 AM on March 19th through March 23rd at
11:59 PM.
Donors can select multiple nonprofits to give to within the same transaction, and also allocate varying
contributions to each nonprofit selected. Donations received through the Week of Giving event are fully
tax deductible donations under applicable federal and state laws.
More information is online at www.BBCFgives.org.

Business Program Excites Local Students
There is an award-winning summer program that for nearly four decades has been exciting the
imaginations of high school students throughout Pennsylvania about the world of business and private
enterprise. That program, Pennsylvania Free Enterprise Week (PFEW), will be marking its 39th storied
year this July and August. PFEW was founded specifically to teach rising high school juniors and seniors
about the American private enterprise system and what it means to our country. PFEW now annually holds
five sessions in July and August, serving nearly 2,200 students, four on the campus of Lycoming College and
a fifth on the campus of Pennsylvania College of Technology, both located in Williamsport, PA.
The focus of each session is to group the participants into management teams of junior executives who have
inherited imaginary companies. These teams, under the guiding hands of volunteer “executives-on-loan”
called Company Advisors, operate their firms for a computer simulated three-year period of time. They
work with balance sheets, statements of income, market share surveys, etc., and must react to a variety of
external factors as well. Sound familiar?
The Chamber is proud to support PFEW and encourages our local companies and civic organizations to
provide sponsorship for our students and, if possible, volunteers for the sessions. Every student attends
PFEW on a fully tax-deductible $575 scholarship (the actual value of the scholarship is about $1,500) which
is provided by a local firm. Each student wears the name of their sponsor throughout the week and writes
them after graduation to report on what they have learned. PFEW is
also an approved organization through the PA Educational
Improvement Tax Credit (EITC) program.

A 2016 student company takes a much
needed break from preparing their
advertising and stockholders
presentations

If you would like to learn more about this award-winning program and
how you can help, please call the Chamber directly or contact Scott Lee,
vice president of marketing & development for the Foundation for Free
Enterprise Education at (814) 833-9576 ext. 101 or e-mail him at
scott@pfew.org. PFEW is open to all current sophomores and juniors in
Pennsylvania and information on attendance, as well as program
applications, can also be found on the website. Questions can be
directed to Amber Goss, Schools Assistant for PFEW, by calling her
office at (814) 833-9576 ext. 103 or emailing her at amber@pfew.org.

“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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YWCA Antiques Sale & Show
The 41st Annual YWCA Antiques Sale & Show will be held
on Saturday, March 4, 2017, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the
YWCA, 109 Central Avenue, Oil City, PA.
Many dealers will be present with a large variety of
antiques and collectables for sale. Advance tickets are $2
and can be purchased at the YWCA during business hours
or $3 at the door.
Lunch will be available from 11 – 1 p.m. featuring
homemade vegetable beef soup, cold and hot sandwiches,
salads and desserts.
For additional information, call 676-6528.

Oil Country Bluegrass Festival 10th
Anniversary!
The 2017 Oil Country Bluegrass Festival will
be held Feb 24 - 26, 2017, at the Days Inn in Oil City.
Information about the festival is available at
www.casaofvenangocounty.org and a complete schedule
of performers is listed at facebook.com/oilbluegrass
Questions should be directed to Cinnamon Evans,
Bluegrass Chairperson at (814) 670-5005 ext 2 or email
at oilcountybluegrassfestival@gmail.com .

Peter Cottontail Express
Enjoy a springtime ride through Oil
Creek State Park, with or without the
kids, on April 15th, 2017.
Kids get to meet Peter Cottontail,
providing a perfect opportunity to snap
a couple great pics!
Call (814) 676-1733 to make your reservations today.
Reservations are recommended as we have sold out for
this event in the past. Train leaves promptly at 1 p.m. Plan
to arrive one hour prior for boarding.
Perry Street Station, 409 S Perry Street, Titusville.
Venango Area Chamber of Commerce ● (814) 676-8521 ● www.venangochamber.org
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Drake Well Museum and Park
Announces Winter Hours
Drake Well Museum and Park is announcing its 2017 winter
operating hours. Effective January 2, 2017, the museum will
be closed Monday through Friday and open on Saturdays
(9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.) and Sundays (noon to 5:00 p.m.) for
the months of January and February. The museum’s
business offices will remain open Monday through Friday
(9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.) throughout the winter.
The Drake Well Museum Store will be closed for the entirety
of January and February. Merchandise can always be
purchased by utilizing the Shop Online tab at our website,
www.drakewell.org, e-mailing drakewell@verizon.net or
calling the Museum at (814) 827-2797.
The museum will return to its regular operating schedule
(Tuesday-Saturday 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. and Sunday noon
to 5:00 p.m.) on March 1, 2017.
Located off Route 8 south of Titusville, Drake Well Museum
and Park is administered by the Pennsylvania Historical and
Museum Commission in partnership with Friends of Drake
Well, Inc. and is part of the Pennsylvania Trails of History®
(www.PATrailsofHistory.com).
For more information about museum programs, visit
www.drakewell.org, call (814) 827-2797, or find us on
Facebook at Drake Well Museum.

Friends of Oil Creek Membership
The Friends of Oil Creek State Park
invite you to join them in supporting
their beautiful park with your annual
membership. Your membership is tax
deductible through the Pennsylvania
Parks and Forests Foundation
(PPFF). The membership year runs
from January to December. Your
donation goes to support many events
and projects throughout the year.
Trail maintenance is one priority and they recently
received a grant for new playground equipment and it
will be installed by Memorial Day. With your
membership, you will receive a quarterly newsletter and
update on events, projects, and volunteer opportunities.
Check out their website at www.friendsocsp.org to join!
“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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Make Your Reservation for UPMC Northwest Heart Healthy Health Fair
In recognition of American Heart Month, UPMC Northwest will offer a free community
health fair on Friday, February 17, from 8 a.m. to noon. The event will be held at UPMC
Northwest’s courtyard conference room.
The health fair will feature free screenings including: blood pressure, cholesterol, body
composition, osteoporosis, carotid arty check and more. Educational material on nutrition, heart health and
exercise will be available. Attendees are encouraged to bring their medication list to discuss with a
pharmacist. Reservations are required by February 10 and can be made by calling (814) 677-1463 or 1-800422-8888.

Venango Museum Opens New Exhibit
The Venango Museum has announced the opening of a
special exhibit on Friday, January 20, from 1 – 6 p.m. called
Vintage Venango. This exhibit is being held off site in the
former Social Security Office on Seneca Street in Oil City. It
will feature the artwork of Harry Hickman, Wealtha Van
Ausdall and Keith Albaugh. The exhibit will then be open on
Thursdays and Fridays from 12 - 6 p.m. and on Sunday
afternoons from 12 to 4 p.m. through February 26th. This
exhibit is an Art Trade event.
On Tuesday February 14th we will have a special event at 7
p.m. – Music, Wine and Treats. Natt Licht will provide the
entertainment. Please plan to come and bring your
valentine. More details will be announced at a later date.
If you have any questions please call the Venango Museum
at (814) 676-2007.

Community Services Celebrates 50 Years
Community Services of Venango County, Inc. is celebrating 50
years in the community this year! The Celebration committee
is organizing various events throughout the year to celebrate
our 50th Birthday. We are kicking off the year with an Open
House at Cranberry Place in the mall. The Open House will be
held Friday, February 3, 2017 from 1:00-3:00. We are
inviting the public, agencies, government offices and
businesses to drop by and to celebrate with us!
If you are available, please stop by at the
Open House on the 3rd. It is because of
Community Service’s partnerships with
each of you that we have been able to
continue providing hope to those in need
throughout our community. We look
forward to the next 50 years of serving our
community and working with you to
improve the lives of our families.
Venango Area Chamber of Commerce ● (814) 676-8521 ● www.venangochamber.org
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The Oil Region Youth Entrepreneurship Program (ORYEP) was created by
Gibbons Business Solutions, LLC (GBS) in response to several factors: a
nationwide decline in startups by 18 – 24-yearolds, the loss of local familysupporting jobs, the loss of young adults in rural areas, and growth in freelance
workers in response to corporate downsizing. This means we need to encourage
our youth to consider entrepreneurship as an alternative to employment and a
way to keep more of them in our community after graduation.
Elizabeth Beach, a Franklin resident and Junior at Rocky Grove High School loves
art and hopes to study fine art or illustration at Edinboro University – perhaps
becoming a freelance artist after college. She is trying her hand at illustration,
creating line drawings for the Youth Entrepreneurship Training workbooks being
developed by GBS. She will also be attending this June 2017 training.
This training will provide youth ages 13 – 18 interested in owning a business with a basic knowledge of how
to pursue their entrepreneurial goals. GBS instructors are writing curriculum and will present the Youth
Entrepreneurship Training with participation from the business community, economic development
agencies, and area chambers of commerce.
The initial presentation of the training will take place at Youth Alternatives in Franklin (First Presbyterian
Church, 1250 Elk St.) on June 8 & 9, and include a certificate awards ceremony at young entrepreneur-owned
Buffalo Street Lanes in Franklin. “We feel it’s important to include young entrepreneurs and their businesses
in this training, to show the kids participating that they can do this too. Buffalo Street Lanes is young
entrepreneur-owned, and other young entrepreneurs will be guest speakers during the training,” GBS
president and ORYEP creator Holly L. Gibbons explained.
This training program will include several topics relating to
entrepreneurship, and the opportunity for self-assessment
as to whether this is a path they truly want to pursue.
GBS is offering this training to all youth residing in Venango
County, and has secured funding for up to 15 scholarships.
Ten youth are currently enrolled and, over the next couple
of months, Gibbons will be seeking additional scholarship
funding and students to fill the 25 seats available.
Individuals, businesses and organizations can help build
Venango County’s next generation of entrepreneurs by
providing either $250 (partial) or $500 (full) student
sponsorships for the ORYEP training. Sponsorships can be
sent to either GBS or Youth Alternatives.

www.venangoplays.org
The Chamber’s online calendar of events

If your business or organization would like to be a sponsor
for this program, or if you know a youth who would like to
attend the training, please contact Holly at 814-657-6800 or
gibbonsbusinesssolutions@gmail.com.
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Hickman Lumber
The Barnard House
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16 Board of Directors Retreat, 8AM
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FLEX Networking Leads to Volunteer Partnerships
Over ten young professionals gathered to enjoy dinner, drinks, and networking at FLEX’s winter dinner social
at Dawndi’s Restaurant in Franklin last month. Discussion ranged from what winter activities they enjoy
around the region to current civic engagement.
During conversations, two members found a unique overlap between their extra-curricular volunteer
activities. Jessica Salyer of Sandy K. Hovis’ State Farm Insurance office and Casey McVay, Assistant Director of
Admissions at Clarion University’s Venango Campus, are volunteers for two separate events supporting
women in Venango County.
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Jessica is working with a team on the third annual Womankind’s Dignity Project, a collection effort to benefit
the ABC Life Center and local domestic violence services. The event is a collection effort for items such as
toothbrushes, personal sanitary items, and other toiletries for women who may be homeless, dislocated, or
struggling to purchase these necessities. The collection will happen the entire month of February, and items
can be dropped off at the SNYP Clinic (720 Atlantic Avenue in Franklin), Bahama Breeze, and the Grove City,
Oil City, Franklin, and Clarion YMCA’s.
Casey is the Production Manager for the Oil Region V-Day event, a movement to end violence against women
and girls by promoting creative events to increase awareness, raise money, and revitalize the spirit of existing
anti-violence organizations. Venango Campus’ ALLIES Club is sponsoring benefit performances of Eve Ensler’s
The Vagina Monologues on February 17 and 18 at 7:30 p.m. in the Robert W. Rhoades Auditorium to generate
attention for the fight to stop violence. The performances are open to the public and tickets are $10 at the
door. Clarion University students will enter at no cost with a valid ID. Proceeds from the show will also
benefit local domestic violence services. Annually, Oil Region V-Day has donated almost $1,000 per year, and
they hope to double that amount in 2017.
Jessica and Casey were moved by their networking experience and are planning support for each other’s
projects throughout February, and beyond.
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FLEX is excited to highlight Kyle Vickers, a young professional who lives in Venango
County and works as a learning skills specialist and the Academic Center Coordinator
at Clarion University’s Venango Campus in Oil City. Kyle’s hometown is just outside
Venango County in Kittanning, PA. After high school, he earned a Bachelor’s of
Science in Elementary Education with a minor in Special Education from Slippery
Rock University.
In his professional life, he has had several impressive achievements including
becoming a Pennsylvania certified teacher, obtaining a CRLA Level 3 Master
Certification for Tutoring, and becoming a Test Center Administrator for CLEP and
PRAXIS exams. You will also see Kyle on the upcoming season of TLC’s Return to
Amish television series as a GED tutor.

Outside of work, Kyle assists local students as a tutor privately and at Good Hope Lutheran Church’s Stay and
Play program at the Oil City Library. He also teaches a session for Clarion University’s paraprofessional
certificate program and instructs grades 6-8 for the Kids in College program on campus.
Kyle spends his free time with his fiancé Becky and their dog, Oliver. He is a football fanatic whose favorite
place outside the area is the Pro Football Hall of Fame in Canton, Ohio. He says he encourages visitors to the
area to see the Drake Well Museum. Many of Kyle’s family has worked in the natural gas and oil industry, so
he appreciates the area’s contribution to the industry.
In the future, Kyle plans to continue coursework for a master’s degree and strengthen his service to the
campus and community. FLEX thanks Kyle for being here!

Become a Member of FLEX!
Although you can always attend our social events and meetings, we invite you to become an official member
of our organization! By becoming a member and truly investing yourself into this group, you can gain
leadership experience by joining a committee, vote on decisions at meetings, and wear your official FLEX
nametag with pride. To join, you just have to fill out a form and pay a one-time membership fee of $15. Join
online: www.venangochamber.org/catalog/membership.

Friday, March 31, 2017
6:30 - 8:30 p.m.
Venango Museum
(270 Seneca St, Oil City)

RSVP: acowles@venangochamber.org
or (814) 676-8521
FLEX ● (814) 676-8521 ● www.VenangoFLEX.org

3

John Stoner recently relocated to Venango County and we’re happy to have yet
another motivated young professional in our area!
John grew up in Meadville and went on to attend the University at Buffalo where he
earned a bachelor's degree in economics with a concentration in finance and
banking. Upon graduation, he entered the Management Training Program for
Northwest Bank and then returned to the Meadville area where he was a floating
assistant manager. This past August, John was hired as assistant manager at
Northwest Savings Bank in Oil City, and moved to Franklin in October.
John is a fan of the outdoors, in which he enjoys snowboarding, golfing, kayaking,
and canoeing, as well as traveling to new places as often as possible. He can see the
Allegheny River out the window of his apartment and looks forward to taking advantage of all of the
outdoor activities that are readily available within a short distance from where he lives.
In the next 5 to 10 years, John hopes to become more involved in the Venango County community and
become a recognizable face in our area. He enjoys working here because, even in his short time in our
region, he has taken notice of the tight-knit community. “I hope to build relationships, both personally and
professionally, with leaders and key figures in the Venango area,” he told us. “For the most part, everyone
has been very pleasant to work with and really show appreciation towards the help I can provide them.”
His biggest obstacle right now is building new relationships throughout a new community where he knows
virtually no one, and we’re more than happy to help him as Venango County becomes his new home!

Bike ‘n Brew Planning
We’re already planning the 2017 Bike ‘n Brew! We need help contacting brewers, getting sponsorships,
deciding on food, and more. We’re also looking for volunteers the day of the event to help set up, sell tickets,
and secure entrances. If you’d like to get involved, join us in our Facebook group at facebook.com/groups/
OilHeritageBikeBrew or contact Ashley at acowles@venangochamber.org.

Shirts For Sale
You can still get a FLEX polo shirt. Shirts are $25 each and
available in both men’s and women’s sizes. You can order
one at an upcoming meeting or event, or buy one online:
www.venangochamber.org/catalog/membership.

SAVE THE DATE!
July 15, 2017
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The Young and The Worthless: Part II
by Kurtis Bell
We established last month that young professionals are subject to ageism in the workforce. There were also
some great tips to combat ageism. But what happens when it is assumed you know more than you actually
do because of your age?
Maybe you have been in this situation where you get assigned a job because it is assumed you are
knowledgeable about the subject solely based on your age. It is often thought that we, as young
professionals, are all knowing when it comes to technology (or anything that has a power button). I use an
iPhone, iMac, and MacBook because they're easy and they work, not because I'm some kind of computer
wizard. In fact, it is quite the opposite. I’m sure that given a PC and android phone I would have them both
bricked within hours.
Now how does one go about admitting they might not be the most knowledgeable on a subject without being
written off as totally incompetent? Next time you are in a situation where you must admit your ignorance; do
so, but offer up a solution. “I don’t know” is one of my most loathed statements to hear unless it is followed
with “but I will find out”. By offering a solution you show you are committed to the cause and willing to put
in the time to educate yourself.
So, next time you find yourself in a situation where you are being asked to do something or offer input on a
subject that is out of your realm, do not be afraid to admit your ignorance. Then, make sure you immediately
let them know you will find out more on the subject so you can be a contributor. Interactions like this can go
a long way in demonstrating your maturity and building a rapport amongst your peers. Most importantly,
always stay hungry and know that your learning is never finished. This mindset will help you overcome
ageism as a young professional. I will leave you with one of my favorite quotes; "I keep the white-belt
mentality that I can learn from anyone, anywhere, anytime.” – Georges St-Pierre

OUR MISSION
FLEX represents the needs and interests of Young Professionals by positioning ourselves
as leaders, entrepreneurs and advocates for the sustainability of the Venango Area
through civic engagement, leadership development, and networking.

Where you’ll find FLEX in February:
Coffee Chat: Wed. Feb. 8, 8 - 9 a.m., Karma Coffee Co, 237 Seneca St. Oil City
Bike ‘n Brew Call Session: Thursday, Feb. 9, 5 - ? p.m., Venango Area Chamber, 41 Main St. Oil City
Monthly Meeting: Wed. Feb. 15, 12 - 1 p.m., Venango Area Chamber, 41 Main St. Oil City
Wine Social: Fri. Feb. 24, 7 - 10 p.m., Deer Creek Winery, 3333 Soap Fat Rd. Shippenville
*transportation available

Check out the Chamber’s Calendar of Events: www.venangochamber.org

email: flex@venangochamber.org
FLEX ● (814) 676-8521 ● www.VenangoFLEX.org

VenangoFLEX

