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15th Annual
Cranberry Festival
September 17, 2016
Morrison Park, Seneca, PA

Complete schedule inside

“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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The Venango Area Chamber of Commerce builds, serves and promotes regional business.

Welcome New Members
Our goal is to provide high end products
and outstanding customer service at an
affordable price. You will receive
excellent results from Creekside Granite.
We are only a phone call away from
making the kitchen or bathroom of your
dreams!

Creekside Granite

Justin Zacherl
1884 Allegheny Avenue
Reno, PA 16343
Phone:(814) 657-3294
Fax: (814) 374-4621
eMail: justin@creeksidegranite.com
Web: www.creeksidegranite.com
Published Category: Home Improvement

Mark your calendars!
September 17, 2016

Save the Date
Business of the Year Luncheon
November 2nd Wanango Golf Club
Nominees soon to be announced!

@VenangoChamber
Venango Area
Chamber of Commerce

venangochamber

VenangoChamber
Venango Area Chamber
of Commerce Group

Venango Area Chamber of Commerce ● (814) 676-8521 ● www.venangochamber.org

FLSA Overtime Exemptions Final Ruling: Now What?
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CHAMBER AND COMMUNITY FOUNDATION TO HELP BUSINESSES PREPARE FOR CHANGES TO FLSA OVERTIME
REGULATIONS
SPONSORED BY: DALE WOODARD GENT LAW FIRM
The Venango Area Chamber of Commerce and Bridge Builders Community Foundations are
partnering to host a lunch seminar at noon on Thursday, September 22nd at the Great
Room of the National Transit Building in Oil City. This seminar is to help business and
nonprofit leaders better understand and prepare these recent updates to the Fair Labor
Standards Act overtime regulations. Frank Gill of Gill Consulting, an experienced consultant in
these matters, will have a presentation and a time for Q&A from seminar participants.
What is the Fair Labor Standards Act (FLSA)?
The FLSA is a federal law which establishes minimum wage, overtime pay eligibility, record keeping, and child labor
standards affecting full-time and part-time workers in the private sector and in federal, state, and local governments.
The Act and in particular the “overtime rule” is enforced by the Wage and Hour Division of the Department of Labor.
Provisions of the Act allow for specific “exemptions” from the overtime rule, provided the exempt worker meets
certain requirements or tests. One of those tests is the salary level or threshold paid by the employer.
In May, the U.S. Department of Labor updated overtime regulations which will extend to more than 4 million workers.
The new rules may affect the way local businesses pay their employees. Businesses with salary exempt employees,
employees who do not currently receive overtime pay because of their status as a salaried employee, may need to
adjust the way they pay these employees. Businesses must be compliant by December 1, 2016.
What is changing?
Effective December 1, 2016 the “rule change” goes into effect raising the salary threshold for exempt workers as
follows:




The salary level increases from $455/week or $23,660/year to $913/week or $47,476/year, and
The salary level will continue to increase every three years thereafter

How does this affect my organization?
Exempt employees who are paid less than $47,476 annually may be eligible for overtime pay for hours worked over
40 in a workweek. This could mean a big hit to payroll, a financial burden to the organization and a cultural change in
the workforce.
What to do first?
Join Business Consultant Frank Gill as he discusses what employers need to know about the
final rule on Fair Labor Standards Act (FLSA) overtime exemptions released by the
Department of Labor (DOL). Frank Gill of Gill Consulting, an experienced consultant in these
matters, will have a presentation and a time for Q&A from seminar participants.
Topics include:




When the Final Rule goes into effect, and who will be affected;

Updated overtime exemption thresholds for Executive, Administrative, Professional, and
Higher Compensated Employees;



Use of non-discretionary bonuses and incentive payments towards the threshold for
Executive, Administrative, and Professional employees;




What the Final Rule has NOT changed; and
Best practices and tips for implementation.

Please RSVP to the Venango Area Chamber of Commerce by September 15th, 2016 at 814676-8521 or online at www.venangochamber.org/2016/08/lunch-learn-flsa-overtimeexemptions-final-ruling/
Lunch Provided - Limited to first 40 RSVPs - A second lunch is being scheduled soon.

“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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Candidate’s Forum - Save the Date
Thursday October 27, 2016, 7pm
The Venango Republican and Democratic Parties are
working together to host a candidate forum at Rhoades
Auditorium, Venango College, Oil City. Candidates who are
running for office this November have been invited to
discuss key topics and to meet the public.

Pleasantville VFD to Hold Fall Gun Bash
The Pleasantville Volunteer Fire Department will have their
Fall Gun Bash on Saturday, October 15. The doors will open
at 4pm with the drawing starting at 5pm. 30 guns are up for
raffle and the event includes a silent auction, $3 table guns,
and $5 table guns. The fire department asks for a $10 donation, which includes a meal and beverages.
Learn more and purchase tickets at
pleasantvillevfd16.webs.com

Please Pardon Our Error
Please note the following corrected contact information for
two of our members:
One Of A Kind Design
Julie Graf
10610 Olean Trail
Mayport, PA 16240
Phone (814) 316-2608
Fax:
(814) 379-3075
eMail: okdinteriordesign@windstream.net
Web: www.okdinteriordesign.com
Published Category: Interior Design
Interim Healthcare of Western Pa, Inc
Kelly Young
145 Steffee Blvd
Seneca, PA 16346
Phone (814) 670-0588
Fax:
(814) 493-8476
eMail: keyoung@interimhealthcare.com
Web: www.interimhealthcare.com
Published Category: Healthcare

Venango Area Chamber of Commerce ● (814) 676-8521 ● www.venangochamber.org
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Symposium Scheduled This Month
The Oil Region Alliance of
Business,
Industry
&
Tourism
is
hosting
“Symposium
on
Investigative
Journalism,
Past & Present; Ida Tarbell
and Modern Muckrakers”
on Tuesday, September 27
and Wednesday, September
28 in Titusville, PA. A welcome reception will be held at the
historic Tarbell House in Titusville on September 27
followed by a catered dinner at the First Presbyterian
Church and then a program at Titusville High School by
Steve Weinberg, author of “Taking on the Trust.”
The next day will begin with a morning plenary at the
University of Pittsburgh at Titusville and a program by
Gene Policinski, COO of the Newseum Institute and Senior
VP of the Institute’s First Amendment Center in
Washington, DC. Lunch that day will feature a keynote
address by Kathleen Brady, author of “Ida Tarbell: Portrait
of a Muckraker.”
Programs will be held throughout the day on Wednesday at
the University of Pittsburgh at Titusville. Speakers and
panelists include Thomas O’Boyle of the Pittsburgh PostGazette and Carnegie Mellon University and professors
from regional colleges and universities.
High school or college students may attend the entire
Symposium for just $5.
The public may attend the
program at Titusville High
School by Steve Weinberg
for $5. Cost to attend
either day is $30, or $50
for both days.
The complete schedule &
registration information
is available at www.oilregion.org. Major sponsors for the
Symposium are the National Park Service and the PA
Department of Conservation and Natural Resources.

“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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Senior Expo and Shredder Event - Rep. R. Lee James
The Senior Expo hosted by Rep. R. Lee James shows to be a success! The event was held at the Seneca Fire
Hall and more than 150 senior citizens and other residents attended. More than 40 exhibitors provided
attendees with information about programs and services available to local residents.
Rep. James also presented the Friends of the Fair award at the Venango County Fair in August.
A Shredder Event is planned for September 10 from noon to 2pm at Rep. James’ office on Route 257 in
Seneca. No cardboard or newspaper and limit four boxes per person.

Farmers National Bank of Emlenton Welcomes Ashley McCauley and John Stiller
The Farmers National Bank of Emlenton announced that Ashley McCauley has joined the Bank as Branch
Manager of the Cranberry Office and John Stiller has joined the organization as Vice President, Commercial
Loan Officer
In her position, Ms. McCauley will be responsible for the management of the full-service
banking office, including mortgage and consumer lending. She will also be expanding
business opportunities by offering cash management and merchant service options within
the Venango County area and surrounding markets. Ms. McCauley is actively involved in the
community and serves on the Board of Directors of the Venango Area Chamber of Commerce.
Ms. McCauley holds a degree in Business Administration from Clarion University of
Pennsylvania and a degree in Liberal Studies, Speech Communications, from Edinboro
University of Pennsylvania. She resides in Oil City, Pennsylvania.
In his position, Mr. Stiller will be responsible for developing and expanding business
relationships in the Venango, Crawford and Elk County markets. Mr. Stiller has been in the
banking industry for over 23 years, with extensive knowledge in small business banking,
corporate lending and portfolio management. Mr. Stiller currently serves as Vice Chairman
of the Oil City Redevelopment Authority, Vice Chairman of the Oil City Salvation Army
Advisory Board, Member of the Northwest Pennsylvania Regional Planning and Development
Commission Loan Committee and is a member of numerous area chambers of commerce.
Mr. Stiller earned his M.B.A from Gannon University in Erie, PA, and Bachelor of Science in
Business Administration from Clarion University of Pennsylvania in Clarion, PA. He resides in
Oil City with his wife Kammi.
The Farmers National Bank of Emlenton is an independent, nationally chartered, FDIC-insured community
commercial bank headquartered in Emlenton, Pennsylvania, operating sixteen full-service offices in Venango,
Allegheny, Butler, Clarion, Clearfield, Crawford, Elk, Jefferson, and Mercer Counties, Pennsylvania. The Bank is
a wholly owned subsidiary of Emclaire Financial Corp (NASDAQ: “EMCF”).
For more information about The Farmers National Bank, please visit the website at www.farmersnb.com or
call 877-862-9270.
Venango Area Chamber of Commerce ● (814) 676-8521 ● www.venangochamber.org
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#VenangoWorks
ABOUT CHRISTIAN LIFE ACADEMY

Christian Life Academy is a
private Christian school offering
classes for pre-kindergarten
through twelfth grade.
FAST FACTS




CHRISTIAN LIFE ACADEMY:
Above All We Could Ask Or Think!



Christian Life Academy (CLA) began as a small school in 1975 with 6 students
and has now grown to offer pre-kindergarten through twelfth grade to more
than 95 students.
CLA is located in Seneca, PA, and is an independent, board operated school
drawing students from many area churches. The campus houses the prekindergarten, elementary, junior high, and high school programs and CLA is a
member of the Association of Christian Schools International, operating in
full compliance with all the regulations of the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania.

Focuses on Biblical
teaching in all academic
areas
Offers a media class
(digital photography),
robotics, and more!
Has a Learning Edge
program offered to
families to help students
with cognitive training

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Christian Life Academy
P: (814) 676-9360
E: cla@csonline.net
W: christianlifecacademy.org

The school was started by Earl F. Tygert and his family more than 40 years
ago. Brother Tygert graduated in 1938 from Penn State, Princeton Seminary,
and Prairie Bible Institute, and soon founded Life Ministries, Inc, and the Lord’s International Faith Enterprise
(LIFE), a faith supported ministry with the express purpose of proclaiming and promoting the Word of God.
Brother Tygert and Mrs. Tygert ministered extensively in the Orient, spending 18 years in Japan and preaching to
missionaries in China and Korea.
In 1967, the Tygert family returned to the United States and two years later acquired the property at River Ridge,
near Franklin, with the hopes of creating Bible school, Christian day school, and missionary and conference center.
Christian Life Academy had the first meeting of inquiry during the late winter of 1974 and the school doors in the
fall of 1975 on the River Ridge property. In the next 4 years, the school grew to more than 120 students.
In 1991, the Lord enabled CLA to purchase the former Cranberry Area High School, serving as CLA’s home for more
than 20 years. In 2010, CLA had the opportunity to relocate to a newer and more suitable facility, the former
Pinoak School building. The facility and the beautiful 9.1 acre campus were purchased by CLA in the fall of 2012.
Looking towards the future, CLA plans to continue to expand, in which they are in the process of building an
addition to the existing building. With a growing enrollment, more space is needed for high school students and the
new wing will have 6 classrooms with a technology lab and robotics shop and handicap accessible bathrooms.
With the addition comes great financial need, therefore CLA has a building campaign in full swing to raise the
remaining of the funds needed to complete the project. All money designated to this project will go 100% to the
building fund. The total cost of the project is $450,000.00 and they currently have 23% of that. The shell for the
building is planned to be erected by mid October and the total project completed by mid December this year.
Questions or donations can be directed to Tracy Walter by email at tracywalter15@gmail.com or by calling the
school at 814-676-9360.

“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”

8

Thank you to our
Sponsors
-Gold Sponsors-

-Silver SponsorsFarmers National Bank
Cranberry Mall
Northwest Savings Bank
Edward Jones Investments - Seneca
Samuel Justus Trust
5

-Bronze Sponsors-

-Patrons-

Clarion County Community Bank
Community Ambulance Service
Electralloy
First United National Bank
Froggy * Majic * WUZZ
Hile-Best Funeral Home, Inc.
Joe Taylor Ford, Inc.
Klapec Auto Body, Inc.
Pepsi Beverages
PNC Bank
Seneca Medical Center of Butler Health System
Rossbacher Insurance Group/ Urban Seneca Agency
Venango College Clarion University

Barr’s Insurance, Inc.
Culligan Water Conditioning
Deets Mechanical
H & R Block
Holiday Inn Express & Suites
Hope Pediatrics
Hoss’s Steak & Sea House
Nicole’s Bridal Boutique
O’Polka & Company, A Division of
McGill, Power, Bell & Associates
Pin Oak Village

at Cranberry
Disney Pixar’s Cars© Outdoor Movie
Brought to you by The Movies at Cranberry
Enjoy a family feature on a big screen outdoors. Bring your lawn chairs
or blankets. Fresh Clarks donut and cold Schneider's Dairy
milk, $1 8:00PM-9:30PM Cranberry Mall
*Rain date, September 19th, at The Movies at Cranberry, Theatre #5
for the first 120 attendees

Venango Area Chamber of Commerce ● (814) 676-8521 ● www.venangochamber.org
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The staff at the Venango Area Chamber of Commerce
would like to thank all of those that attended the
Chamber Annual Steak Fry on August 18, 2016. It was a
beautiful evening and we had a great time! Hope you
can join us next year!!

“Oil City Uncorked” Fall Wine Walk: Friday Sept. 9, 2016
Advance Tickets on Sale Now!
Are you ready to wine? Twelve wineries are scheduled to
participate in the next “Oil City Uncorked” Wine Walk on Friday
September 9th, 4:30 – 8:30 pm in Oil City’s north side business
district! The event features an evening of wine sampling in
various downtown businesses. Featured wineries include: Deer
Creek Winery, Elk Mountain at Knox Winery Outlet, Fractured
Grape Wine Cellars, Groundhog Winery, King View Mead, Nectar
Valley Winery, Nova Cellars Winery, Shadow Vineyard and
Winery, Twisted Vine Winery, Wapiti Ridge Wine Cellars, Webb
Winery and Wilhelm Winery.
Tickets are $20 advance or $25 on the day of the event (while supplies last) and are on sale now at the Oil
Region Alliance Office, 217 Elm Street and the Venango Area Chamber of Commerce Office, 41 Main Street.
Tickets may be reserved by credit card by calling the Oil Region Alliance Office at 677-3152. All ticketholders
must be 21 and must present valid photo ID at check-in, where they will receive a complimentary wineglass
and map with winery locations. Ticketholders may order bottles of wine during the event, and pick them up
at the Days Inn at the end of the event.
All proceeds from “Oil City Uncorked” benefit the revitalization initiatives of the Oil City Main Street Program,
which includes projects like the Best Dressed Windows contests, Music on the Square, Downtown Murals,
Small Business Saturday, Get Down to Business Workshops, Façade Improvement Grant Program, and more.
For information about the Oil City Main Street Program, contact Kathy Bailey at (814) 677-3152 ext. 101 or
via email at kbailey@oilregion.org.

What’s Cookin?
If your family could benefit from $500 worth of free groceries, you should consider entering the The Derrick
and The News-Herald’s Creative Cookbook contest.
Each October, the newspaper publishes a collection of reader-submitted recipes. A panel of judges chooses
several of the submitted entries as finalists and then, after a taste test, one lucky cook/baker is chosen to
receive a $500 gift certificate to be used at an area grocery store.
There are other great prizes, too! The rules and guidelines for the contest are published in the newspaper. So
check it out and then start mulling over those family favorites. The deadline to submit entries is Sept. 30.
“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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Clarion University SBDC Receives Awards
at Pennsylvania SBDC 2016 Annual Network Meeting in York
The Pennsylvania Small Business Development Centers (SBDC) honored a number of staff members and
Centers for their commitment and contributions to small business. The Clarion University SBDC received
awards recognizing both their Center accomplishments as well as individual staff members.
Clarion University SBDC received The Happy Client Award. This award recognizes centers who are going
above and beyond to satisfy their clients by earning a 100 percent on the client satisfaction metric from the
Pennsylvania SBDC’s Annual Client Questionnaire.
Clarion University SBDC also received an Honorable Mention for the Center Performance Award. This
award recognizes the Centers that have demonstrated strong performance during the last program year by
scoring the highest on the 2015 performance elements report. Elements tracked in this report include
measures of each Centers’ performance tracked by output, impact, promotion, operations, and client
satisfaction.
Amy Keth, Clarion University SBDC Business Consultant, was selected as the 2016 Pennsylvania SBDC
State Star. Amy was selected for this prestigious award for her outstanding work with clients, high quality
contributions to new projects and initiatives for the Pennsylvania SBDC network, and her performance
leadership at the Clarion University SBDC. She will be honored during the America’s SBDC 2016 national
conference in Orlando, Florida.
In addition, Cindy Nellis, Assistant Director of the Clarion University SBDC was recognized for her 20 years
of service to the Pennsylvania SBDC.
The Pennsylvania SBDC network is the only statewide, nationally accredited program that provides high
quality one-on-one consulting, training and information resources to empower new and existing
businesses. SBDC consultants work with entrepreneurs in confidential, individualized sessions to help
them with a range of business issues including testing a new business proposition, shaping a business plan,
investigating funding opportunities, and much more. The SBDC program is a public/private partnership
with the U.S. Small Business Administration, the Pennsylvania Department of Community and Economic
Development and 18 universities and colleges
across the Commonwealth.
The SBDC at Clarion University was created in
1980 and serves a 10-county region including
Armstrong, Cameron, Clarion, Clearfield, Elk,
Forest, Jefferson, McKean, Potter and
Venango. In 2015, the Clarion University
SBDC provided almost 7,700 hours of one-onone consulting to 461 clients. The SBDC
assisted 38 clients with securing financing for
projects totaling over $13,000,000 and a total
of 50 clients started businesses. In addition,
the SBDC provided over 7,500 hours of
training to 1,591 individuals at 86 events.
Check out the SBDC at www.clarion.edu/sbdc or call (814) 393-2060.
Venango Area Chamber of Commerce ● (814) 676-8521 ● www.venangochamber.org
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by Kurtis Bell
As I sit at Puckett's on 5th and Church I am reminded that each
and every day there are hundreds of people, young and old alike,
taking to the stage to chase their dream. Some may be successful
in their pursuit. Many are unsuccessful, yet there are lessons to
be learned from these artists that can be applied to networking.
Dreams and aspirations drive these artists to the Music City to
gain exposure, but the connections they make are what keeps
them there. As a musician in Nashville being talented is not
enough to ensure your success. You have to connect with others
(club owners, other musicians, industry representatives, etc.) to get you in the door and get the exposure
one would need to stand a chance.
Humility and graciousness are two other outstanding qualities that many of these aspiring artists posses
that we need to apply to our networking practices. In Nashville, 95% of all musicians performing at clubs
and bars are unpaid acts. They rely solely on tips to make their living. Only a select few draw enough of a
crowd to warrant the establishment paying them for their work. Regardless, every musician I watched
and talked to was nothing but gracious and humble. They almost acted as if they were astounded that I
took the time to show my appreciation for them sharing their talents.
It may be easy to lose sight of why we network, or why we should network, but we must always keep in
mind the lessons from artists trying to catch their big break. 1) Chase your dreams. 2) Find any reason
you can to make and develop a connection with someone. 3) Be nothing less than humble and gracious in
your networking adventures. As always, thanks again for reading and happy networking!

Vantage to Open a New Retail Store in Franklin…The Comfort Connection
Greetings fellow Venango County Chamber patrons! October is upon us and we want to be your Comfort
Connection for the holidays and New Year.
For over 30 years, the Vantage family of companies has been dedicated to helping people lead healthier
lives. On October 3, 2016, Vantage Healthcare is thrilled to announce the opening of its newest and
second Comfort Store location in this region on the ground floor of the Vantage Healthcare Franklin
facility located at 1283 Liberty Street in Franklin, PA, on the corner of Liberty and 13th Street.
Two months ago the first Comfort Connection store opened in Erie at 5702 Peach Street and garnered
rave reviews. The new Comfort Store brand features a range of health and comfort products for your
comfort at home and on the go. Products include furniture designed for you home comfort, natural Mom
& Baby items, pillows, footwear, nutritional and aroma therapy. The Comfort Connection stores are open
to serve the general public as well as healthcare providers. Every Comfort Store location has active kiosks
for those specialty and hard to find items. If its comfort you are looking for and we don’t have it, we will
get it for you and even make deliveries to your home or office.
We are The Comfort Connection and hope
you take the time to visit our locations.

“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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ORA Holds Annual Meeting
The Oil Region Alliance will
hold its Annual Member
Meeting
on
Thursday,
September 22, at Wanango
Golf Club.
At the meeting, Emily
Altomare, Executive Director
of the Titusville Area
Chamber of Commerce, will be honored as the "Volunteer
of the Year" and the Erie to Pittsburgh Trail Alliance will be
recognized as "Partner of the Year." Included on the
Agenda is a pictorial review of 2015, election of Board
Members, and acknowledgment of 2015 Major Members.
The public is welcome to attend this free event.
Reservations are required. They are due by September 15
and may be made by calling 800-483-6264.

Casa 11th Annual Light of Hope Dinner
CASA of Venango County, Inc. will hold the Light of Hope
dinner on October 29, 2016 at the Knights of Columbus in Oil
City, with Guest Speaker John Borgstedt - Author, Speaker,
and Child Advocate.
The following 2016 award winners will be recognized:
Volunteer of the Year - Sheryl Brock and Outstanding
Achievement Award- Mary Maleski.
Tickets are $25.00 single, $45.00 for 2, and $175.00 table of
8. Sponsorships levels are also available!
For more information, please call 814-670-050 ext 2 and
speak to Cinnamon.

Allegheny Valley Real Estate
Announces New Realtor
Kay Ensle recently joined Allegheny Valley
Real Estate as a Realtor! As a lifelong
resident who is very familiar with the
area, Kay is looking forward to helping
you with your real estate needs. Contact
her
at
(814)
676-4663
or
ocensle@csonline.
Venango Area Chamber of Commerce ● (814) 676-8521 ● www.venangochamber.org
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Venango Catholic Introduces New Staff
Venango Catholic welcomes
two new hires for Mission
Advancement for Venango
Catholic High School.
Debie Lesko has been hired as
the new Admissions Director.
Debie, a graduate of Venango
Catholic, has found her way
back home after 23 years serving in the educational field in
both North Carolina and Maryland. Debie’s background
and love of building unique educational programs designed
to meet the needs of the local schools will serve as a great
asset to Venango Catholic. When asked why Debie chose to
move back she stated “As a graduate of Venango Catholic
High School, I often find myself applying the
knowledge, skills and experiences learned to current
situations…Once a Viking, always a Viking! And I am
honored to be able to give back to the school that
means so much to me!”
Also, coming on board, as the new Advancement Director,
is Karen Wenner. Karen has lived in Venango County most
of her life. Karen has held various positions in both local
government and non-profit businesses. She comes to
Venango Catholic with a strong grant writing background
and marketing. When asked why she made the career
change to VC she stated “I believe in what VC has to offer
all students regardless of their background; Catholic or
Protestant, VC is a quality school and offers a quality
education.”
Debie and Karen are excited about the new positions and
the opportunities ahead of them and VC. Both women are
off and running at their new positions as they will be
hosting the September 15th Chamber Mixer. Come meet
Debie and Karen along with others from Venango Catholic
to learn more about them and the school.
If you would like to speak to either
Debie or Karen about their
positions or the school, please feel
free to give them a call at 6773098.

“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”

14

“A Night at the Museum”

www.venangoplays.org
The Chamber’s online calendar of events

You are cordially invited to attend the third “A Night at the
Museum” event with the Board of Directors of the Venango
Museum. This is a fundraiser that will be held at the
Museum (270 Seneca Street, Oil City) on October 8, 2016.
Cocktail hour will begin at 5:30 PM and dinner will follow
at 6:30 PM. The evening will feature a silent auction, a live
auction conducted by veteran auctioneer, Bill Bellis,
entertainment and door prizes.
Museum staff and directors would be delighted if you were
able to join them for what promises to be an enjoyable
evening.
Tickets are $50.00 per person and can be purchased at the
Museum. Please call Betsy Kellner 814-676-2007 for tickets
or if you have any questions.

Access Technology Program
The Venango County Association for
the Blind is excited to announce the
start of their new Access Technology
Program. Blind and Visually Impaired
individuals will have the opportunity
to learn about a variety of technologies
that can enhance the quality of their
lives and increase independence.
Association clients are looking forward to learning to use
screen-reading programs to do their online banking,
e-mails, shop on-line and even use Facebook. Other
information will involve learning about apps that can
identify objects, colors, money, read mail and many other
helpful tools to make life easier. They will also become
informed about inexpensive devices that are available for
the use of these formats. Individuals that believe they may
be eligible for our programs and services are encouraged to
contact the Association at 814-676-1876.

September Events for the
Venango County Republican Committee
Saturday, September 17, 2016 – Fall Social at French Creek
Farm, 1976 Grant Street, Utica. Open to all Republicans and
other supporters of Republican candidates. The evening will
include a showing of Dinesh D’Souza’s “Hillary’s America.”
September 22, 2016 – Committee Meeting, 7 pm, Oil City
Office, 215 Seneca Street, Oil City.
Venango Area Chamber of Commerce ● (814) 676-8521 ● www.venangochamber.org

15

Transit Merger Announced
Venango County Transportation and the Crawford Area Transportation
Authority (CATA) have merged administrative services effective July 1, 2016.
The agreement, signed earlier this year by Venango County Commissioners
and the CATA Board of Directors, authorizes CATA to manage the local services
including the GoBus and the shared ride service.

Crawford Area Transportation Authority
Venango County Transit

Clients of the Venango County service, now identified as Venango County
Transit, will see no change in the schedules or the cost for the GoBus. The
printed schedules have been updated with a fresh look and maps designed to
be user friendly.

Shared rides and out of county trips will be scheduled as usual by calling the dispatch office at 432-7255.
The same drivers will be providing the trips, but with a new look. Drivers will begin wearing uniforms of
red shirts and black pants. The vehicles will be receiving an updated look as well with a red and black
swoosh on the side of the all-white vehicles identified as
Venango County Transit, powered by CATA.
Part of a statewide regionalization effort by the Bureau of
Public Transportation, this contract will combine the two
counties in an administrative agreement. Venango and
Crawford Counties were part of a five-county study including
neighboring Forest, Warren and Clarion Counties that began
several years ago. As a result of that study, it was
determined that the two counties could potentially realize
savings of nearly $500,000 in the course of the next 10 years
by combining resources.
A portion of the proposed savings will come from a PennDOT
incentive that allows a five-year waiver of the local match or
more than $60,000 per year. Both counties receive federal
and state funding, that must be supplemented with local
funds. Once savings have been established as a result of the
merger, the local share will be waived for a five-year period.
Crawford and Venango Counties provide nearly 400,000
rides and receive more than $4 million in funding for the
shared ride, fixed route and
medical assistance programs.
Timothy
Geibel,
formerly
executive director at CATA, will
be the general manager of the
newly formed partnership.
Karen Clark, formerly program
manager at Venango County,
will be serving as deputy
general manager. The new group has adopted the slogan,
“Partners in Transit, Because Every Trip Matters.”
Venango County will continue to be the administrator for the
medical assistance transportation program and CATA will
serve as the service provider for the program.

“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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Board of Directors
David Snedden, Pres.
Greg Merkel, V.P.
Frank Hajduk, Sec.
Matt Caldwell, Treas.
Rebecca Beach
Dr. Kate Eckert
Dr. Roxanne Gonzales
Shari Hamilton
Butch Hargenrader
Jeannie Henry
Jake Hickman
Deb Lutz
Ashley McCauley
Joyce Morgan
Trenton Moulin

Hagan Business Machines
Mcfate & Merkel Law Office

Chamber Events Calendar
SEPTEMBER

SCORE
Caldwell Printing Services
Clarion County Community Bank
Eckert Chiropractic
Clarion University
Friends of Drake Well Museum
Pepsi Bottling Company
Urban Insurance Agency
Hickman Lumber
Oil Region Alliance
Northwest Savings Bank
UPMC Northwest
Bridge Builders Community

14
15
15
17
22

Cranberry Festival Spaghetti Dinner
Board of Directors Meeting - 8AM
Venango Catholic Mixer - 5– 7PM
Cranberry Festival
Day’s Inn Mixer - 5-7PM

OCTOBER
18 Harrisburg Bus Trip
20 Board of Directors Meeting - 8AM
21 FLEX Annual Meeting 5:30PM

Foundations

STAFF
Susan Williams
Dottie Tawney
Ashley Cowles
Janie Cassady

Executive Director
Executive Assistant
Program Manager
Intern, Penn State Behrend

COMMUNITY CALENDAR OF EVENTS AVAILABLE AT
WWW.VENANGOCHAMBER.ORG/CALENDAR

Venango Area Chamber of Commerce ● (814) 676-8521 ● www.venangochamber.org

FLEX Shows Appreciation to Students Working in Venango Area
“I will always call Venango County my home” and “There
are so many opportunities for young people in our area”—
a couple of the many positive comments heard at this
year’s Student Appreciation Luncheon, held on July 29 at
the Day’s Inn and Conference Center in Oil City.
Each summer, local businesses and organizations employ
college students from schools throughout the region and
further. This relationship benefits our community in
countless ways, in which employers reap the benefit of the
best and brightest students, who bring energy, creativity, and emerging technical skills. This is a
great opportunity for the community to engage and invite a future workforce.
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FLEX hosts the Student Appreciation Luncheon at the end of each summer to show the young
people working in our area how much we appreciate them being here!
Many interns joined FLEX at the luncheon, representing the Venango Area Chamber of
Commerce, Joy Global, UPMC Northwest, the Barrow Civic Theatre, the Derrick Publishing
Company, and a technology company out of California, employing a local student through an
online internship. Young professionals working in the area were also invited, in which many
gave testimonials covering their journeys and why the Venango Area is a great place to live,
work, and play.
“Though I was not born and raised in Venango County, my experience living here has positively
shaped me, professionally and personally. I’m constantly involved in meaningful projects that
enrich my life and support the community,” said Casey McVay, admissions recruiter at Clarion
University’s Venango College and FLEX president. “I have an affordable home, an excellent job,
plenty of leisure activities and people to meet, and an abundance of things to be thankful for. Its
great FLEX brings young professionals together to share these reflections. It proves it really is
wonderful to be here.”
Thank you to all who joined us at the luncheon and to all the young professionals who continue
to make our area so great!
“The Future of Venango Area Business!”
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Looking for a way to relax? Go visit Jessica Young, a licensed massage therapist
at the Oil City YWCA!
Jessica moved to Oil City from Columbus, Ohio, shortly after she was born and
graduated from Oil City Senior High School in 2006. She went on to college at
Clarion University’s Venango College where she received her certificate for
Massage Therapy. Following graduation, Jessica gained experience working as a
massage therapist at local businesses before opening her own practice in 2010
at the Oil City YWCA.
When asked about her achievements, Jessica told us “I am proud of the person I
have become. I have my family and life experiences to thank for that.” She is also very satisfied
with her growing massage therapy business and is truly thankful for her wonderful clients.
Jessica enjoys exercising in her free time, in which her favorite forms are running, biking, swimming,
strength training, and participating in triathlons each summer with her sister. She also enjoys having
lunch at Spilling the Beans and taking trips to Pittsburgh.
For the future, Jessica hopes to continue to enjoy life each day by spending time with the people
she loves and providing her clients with the kind of service they deserve. She also hopes to
travel and explore new places!
Jessica told us the thing she loves most about working in Venango County is the people she has
met along the way and we couldn’t agree more! We’re so glad that she’s one of the great young
professionals in our area!

2017 Oil Heritage Festival Bike ‘n Brew
FLEX had a meeting in August to debrief the Oil
Heritage Festival Bike ‘n Brew! We discussed what went
great and what could be adjusted for the next event to
make it even better. We’re already starting to plan the
2017 Bike ‘n Brew and we’re very excited! Stay tuned
during the next few months for updates.

FLEX ● (814) 676-8521 ● www.VenangoFLEX.org
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We are amazed at some of the great things young professionals in our area are
doing, one of those being Deanna Wolfgong, MT-BC., owner and music
therapist at DS Music Therapy in Franklin.
Deanna was born in Spain and traveled around the world as a daughter of a
member of the Navy and eventually settled in Sugarcreek, where she
graduated from Rocky Grove High School in 2003. She attended college at
Slippery Rock University and graduated with a bachelor’s degree in Music and
a certification in Music Therapy, and is currently obtaining her master’s degree
in Music Therapy.
Along with working at her private practice, Deanna works as a teacher's aide at Rocky Grove High
School. She would love to cut back and work only one job within the next few years to focus on
growing her business. She would like to start accepting insurance to help take some of the cost off
families, rent or build a space of her own, and hire employees.
Besides taking a leap and opening her own business, a big achievement of Deanna’s is participating
in Franklin's Taste of Talent, in which she has participated three times.
In her free time, Deanna enjoys to relax by spending time with her niece, taking her dogs on walks,
going to the local coffee shop, and meeting up with friends. She is also, as you may have guessed,
very musical and enjoys singing; playing piano, guitar, and ukulele; finding new instruments to play;
and visiting the Barrow Civic Theatre. Deanna also appreciates the bike trails and scenic beauty in
the area as well as the many festivals events held throughout the year.
“I have been told many times that I need to move if I want to be successful in my business,” she said.
“I refuse. There is a need here in Venango County for the services I provide and I do not want to
forget those children and families. Venango County is a beautiful place with beautiful people.”

SAVE THE DATE!
FLEX Annual Meeting
Friday, October 21, 5:30 - 7:30pm
Barrow Civic Little Theatre
The evening will include a business meeting, guest
speaker, new officer elections, and heavy hors
d'oeuvres. Attendees will receive free admission and a
drink voucher for the Barrow’s Cabaret at 8 p.m.
Are you interested in a FLEX leadership position? If you
are new or unsure, mentorship opportunities are
available to better introduce you to FLEX involvement.
Attend our September meeting to learn more! (see next
page)
“The Future of Venango Area Business!”

Upcoming Events & Volunteer Opportunities
Cranberry Festival
Saturday, September 17, 10AM - 7PM, Morrison Park
Get involved with the community and volunteer with FLEX! The
Cranberry Festival is coming up and we could use your help with
children’s activities, Backwoods Olympics, button selling, and
more. You can sign up for a shift, or stay the whole day. Please
contact the Chamber of Commerce at 676-8521 or
chamber@venangochamber.org if interested.

Monthly Meeting
Wednesday, September 21, 12 - 1PM, Venango Area Chamber
We’ll be discussing ideas for new events, planning for the FLEX
Annual Meeting, leadership opportunities, and more. If interested
in a leadership position for 2017, please join us!
Is there a day and time that works better for you for meetings?
Please let us know by taking our survey at
www.surveymonkey.com/r/FLEXMeetings.

Coffee Chat
Thursday, September 29, 8AM - 5PM, Karma Coffee Co.
Join FLEX for an informal social to drink good coffee, meet other
young professionals, and have a great start to your day!
OUR MISSION
FLEX represents the needs and interests of Young Professionals by positioning ourselves
as leaders, entrepreneurs and advocates for the sustainability of the Venango Area
through civic engagement, leadership development, and networking.

Where you’ll find FLEX this month:
Saturday, September 17 - Cranberry Festival, 10AM to 7PM, Morrison Park
Wednesday, September 21 - Monthly Meeting, noon to 1PM, Venango Chamber
Thursday, September 29 - Coffee Chat, 8 to 9AM, Karma Coffee
Chamber events: Check out the Chamber’s Calendar of Events at
www.venangochamber.org

email: flex@venangochamber.org
FLEX ● (814) 676-8521 ● www.VenangoFLEX.org

VenangoFLEX

