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2016 Prospect Resource Guide

Your Chamber Serves
Business
“Membership in the Venango Area Chamber of
Commerce provides great opportunities for business
to business networking, as well as opportunities to
support and advocate for the region”
-Matt Caldwell, Caldwell Signage Solutions
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Special Edition |

A Foundation
- Shelly Hart, Venango VN

“My business is growing and in a large part due to
the Venango Area Chamber! I can always count
on them when I have a need and the networking
opportunities have been tremendous! “

Your guide to a
successful membership

-Greg Knox, Bright Ideas Photography

See additional information inside this
special edition newsletter
“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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If you are reading this member resource guide you have either
already joined the Venango Area Chamber of Commerce or may
be considering becoming a member.
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Welcome From Your Director
Marketing/Promotion
Recognition
Advocacy/Referrals
Community
Getting Involved

The chamber, our staff, members, and volunteers stay busy
year-round working to achieve our mission: to build, serve and
promote regional business.
This guide will provide you with a snapshot of the activities we are
involved in and can be used to assist you in maximizing your
benefits as a chamber member.
Once you have made the decision to join the chamber, we
encourage you to take advantage and actively participate in
Chamber activities. Here is a check list to help you get started:
⃝ Complete the “Maximize Membership” form
⃝ Deliver business cards and brochures to the Chamber
⃝ Visit our social media networks online

Board of Directors

⃝ Sign up to attend the next mixer
⃝ Display your proud member decal
⃝ Submit your free spotlight article

David Snedden, Pres
Greg Merkel, V.P.
Frank Hajduk, Sec.
Matt Caldwell, Treas.
Rebecca Beach
Dr. Kate Eckert
Dr. Roxanne Gonzales
Shari Hamilton
Butch Hargenrader
Jeannie Henry
Deb Lutz
Ashley McCauley
Joyce Morgan
Trenton Moulin

Hagan Business Machines

⃝ Update your business description on our website

Mcfate & Merkel Law Office

⃝ Attend a chamber mixer or committee meeting

SCORE
Caldwell Printing Services
Clarion County Community Bank

⃝ Schedule a mixer at your business

Eckert Chiropractic

⃝ Sponsor an upcoming event for business exposure

Clarion University

⃝ Attend a legislative breakfast forum

Friends of Drake Well Museum
Pepsi Bottling Company

⃝ Advertise in an upcoming publication

Urban Seneca Agency

⃝ Check out the ChamberChoice Insurance Plans

Oil Region Alliance

⃝ Log on to the “Members Only” section of our website

Northwest Savings Bank
UPMC Northwest
Bridge Builders Community
Foundations

STAFF
Susan Williams
Dottie Tawney
Ashley Cowles
Janie Cassady

⃝ Drop off your free insert for the newsletter

Executive Director
Executive Assistant
Program Manager
Penn State University

The Chamber is committed to providing the highest level of
service in support of promoting members, recruiting new
businesses, and increasing area commerce.
The Chamber
provides increased visibility to new member businesses and
existing members.
Thank you, and welcome to the chamber!
Sincerely,

Susan Williams
Executive Director

Follow us on Facebook,
Twitter, Instagram, and
YouTube!

Venango Area Chamber of Commerce ● (814) 676-8521 ● www.venangochamber.org

MARKETING /PROMOTION
Submit FREE member-to-member news
to promote your business
Each month, the Venango
Chamber publishes a 20 page
business newsletter to keep our
membership informed about
what’s happening at the
Chamber and in the business
community. The newsletter is
mailed to more than 550
member contacts and is
available in digital format on
our website.
More than 700 emails are sent out with a link to the
online edition each month.
Venango Works! was ranked as the #1
communication tool our membership values.
We invite you to submit your business news and allow
us to spotlight your business in an article! Each month
we spotlight one or more of our valued members in
Venango Works! as a way to introduce and expose
others to our membership.
Our hope is that by reading this newsletter you will gain
an understanding of our chamber, our values, our goals
to grow business, and—most importantly—our
desire to serve you!
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Sponsorship/Advertising
Sponsorship and advertising opportunities are
extended to chamber members throughout the
year. Some
opportunities include the
“Citizen of the Year” dinner, Oil Heritage Festival, Cranberry Festival, Membership Directory,
Venango Works!, and the Golf Outing.

Membership Directory
A look at the Chamber's membership directory
reveals that the real value of the Chamber is in its
members. Membership entitles a business to be
listed in both the annually printed membership
directory and on the Chamber's dynamic online
directory.
The printed directory, distributed to all members,
is designed to be your primary source of business
contact information. Both directories are
organized alphabetically by company name and
by business category. They are invaluable tools
for
purchasing and company information including
key contact name, phone and fax numbers, and
e-mail/web site addresses.
The online directory includes searchable business
descriptions and keywords adding further value
to promoting your business.

Very affordable advertising is available in the
newsletter and through advertising flyers.
(see
enclosed insert)

Host a Business After Hours Mixer
Introduce yourself and your company! Showcase your
facility, provide tours, and promote your products and
services to area businesspeople.
As a Mixer Host you will receive promotion, registration
before and during your event, help in planning and
executing your mixer, nametags, and an attendance list
for post-event marketing (see enclosed insert).

Check out the Chamber’s online directory!
http://www.venangochamber.org/chamber/
member-directory/

“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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RECOGNITION
Business of the Year/
Partner in Business

Visionary Award
Each year at our Annual Business Tribute Mixer, the
Chamber awards the “Visionary Award” to a local
member business that has met one the following
criteria:




Opens a new business in the Venango Area or
Purchases an existing business in the Venango Area
Relocates or expands an existing business in an

FLEX Presents: Young
Professional Awards
Each year the Venango Area
Chamber of Commerce chooses
the Business of the Year using a
wide array of criteria that includes
active membership in the chamber
and
support
for
the
community.
The
committee
appointed to choose the honoree
considers
criteria
including
reputation for customer service
and
reliability,
major
achievements in a given year,
innovation, business leadership,
and excellence.
Also recognized annually is the
Partner in Business, a non-profit,
educational or governmental
organization that participates in
private-public partnerships; brings
creative solutions to community
challenges; innovative programs,
p a r tn er sh ip s,
fu nd raisin g,
marketing; promotes the region as
a place to do business or visit, and
works to improve the quality of
life for the Venango Area
residents.
A Tribute Mixer is held in the
spring of each year to celebrate
the award winners. Last year’s was
held at The Barrow Civic Theatre in
Franklin on May 27th.

FLEX, “Future Leaders and Entrepreneurs Exchange”, was
founded in 2007 as a working committee under the
Venango Area Chamber of Commerce as the region’s
young professionals network.
FLEX is open to individuals 18-39 years of age who are interested in
networking for career advancement and leadership opportunities.
FLEX Presents is an annual event, held in March, to celebrate the
achievements of local young professionals who contribute to the
community through civic engagement. This event is intended to inspire
people to re-imagine their community and to encourage young people
to give back both at work and at home.

Citizen of the Year
Each year, the Chamber honors a community member
who has consistently evidenced civic leadership through
volunteerism and service to their community. The
Outstanding Citizen Award is among the Chamber’s most
prestigious community recognition awards. Candidates
for the award are citizens who demonstrate well
rounded and deep rooted commitment to family and
community.
The Citizen of the Year is recognized at the Chamber’s Annual Dinner,
which was held on February 24th this year.

Youth Recognition
Each year during the Oil Heritage and Cranberry Festivals, the Chamber invites
local school districts to submit candidates to be named king and queens.
Candidates are chosen based on their involvement in school, civic and church
activities, and other extracurricular activities. They are required to submit an essay
and participate in an interview. These contests have recognized hundred of the
region’s best and brightest young people over more than 35 years.

Venango Area Chamber of Commerce ● (814) 676-8521 ● www.venangochamber.org

ADVOCACY & REFERRALS
Your Business Advocate

Legislative Events

Credible Resource

The Chamber is a non-partisan
organization that advances positions
on public policy based on thorough,
objective research that is consistent
with its mission. As such, the Chamber
works towards business-friendly
legislation
and
engages
its
membership for input on public policy
as often as necessary to properly reflect the business
community’s position on local issues.

The Venango Area Chamber of Commerce
seeks to be a resource of credible
information that supports business
concerns, not tainted by political ideology,
partisanship, and electoral politics. The
Chamber
supports a sound process to
identify workable solutions to problems
facing businesses and the broader
community.

Diversity

Referrals
Your products and services will be promoted regularly by the
Chamber staff in various ways including through the Business
Connector, events, website, and social media. Each year the
chamber publishes the printed business directory, listing each
member alphabetically and by business category. The Chamber
also welcomes visitors and answers many phone calls each day,
providing up to date business information and referrals.

Collaborative Efforts
The Venango Area Chamber of Commerce seeks to partner
with members and community organizations that share the
common goal of growing and promoting local business. Other
local chambers, economic development agencies, and
municipalities frequently team with the Venango Area
Chamber of Commerce to hold mixers, forums, and events.

Grand Openings/Ribbon Cuttings
As a service to our members, the Venango Area Chamber of
Commerce welcomes the opportunity to recognize new
business expansions with a ribbon cutting ceremony. Chamber
Ambassadors and/or members of the staff will attend your
ceremony, provide special comments, and loan you our official
large scissors for use in the ribbon cutting.
A photograph of your event will be seen by thousands through
the Business Connector as well as on the Chamber website and
through social media.
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The leadership of the Venango Area
Chamber of Commerce believes that the
Chamber’s role as a business organization
is to welcome and nurture a diverse
membership from all political, ethnic,
religious, and cultural backgrounds. We
serve as a forum where business people
from these various backgrounds can come
together and work on real solutions for
the challenges that face businesses and
the broader community they serve.

Positions
Most recently we joined other chambers
of commerce in sending a letter to the
Pennsylvania General Assembly, urging
unemployment reform. The Venango
Chamber has hosted call to action
meetings with other groups and
community leaders, legislative breakfasts,
and several informational forums to
provide Chamber and community
members the opportunity to hear from
elected officials and candidates for local
offices.

Education
The Venango Area Chamber of Commerce
has led meetings of local business leaders
and school superintendents to discuss and
plan how together we can better address
local workforce issues.
Chamber members are invited to contact
the chamber with your interest in serving
on the Business Advocacy Committee.
“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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COMMUNITY
Community Calendar
The Chamber website includes a
dynamic events calendar that should
be your "go to" place to find out
what's going on in the community
and at the Chamber. You can also
easily submit events.
Please share this FREE opportunity
with
others
including
any
organizations you may participate in.
This calendar is not reserved for
members only.
Chamber events are posted by our
staff but all other events should be
posted by the group or organization
hosting the event.

Celebrating our History

The Oil Heritage Festival, first held in
1978, packs in a week of community
activities. Businesses and organizations
coordinate events and fundraisers
which are promoted by the Chamber.
The week ends with concerts, a parade,
a car show, and finale fireworks.
This year’s festival is July 21-24.
For more information, visit
www.oilheritagefestival.com

The calendar is visible from every page of the website. Click on
“View full calendar” to see the entire month. To view the details
of an event, just click on that event.
The Cranberry Festival, now in it’s 15th
year, provides a full day of family fun in
Morrison Park, Seneca PA. With the
support of business sponsorships and
volunteers, all children’s activities are
FREE.

To add your events to the calendar just click “SUBMIT YOUR
EVENT TO THE COMMUNITY CALENDAR” and fill in the detail.
The Chamber will be notified via email that your event has been
submitted. We will review and approve in less than 24 hours
(usually within a couple of hours).

Pre-festival events include a spaghetti
dinner and the crowning of the
Cranberry Festival King and Queen.
This year’s festival is September 17.
For more information, visit http://
www.venangochamber.org/visit/
cranberry-festival/

Community/Business Hub/Visitor Center
The staff of the Venango Chamber takes great pride in their role as ambassadors for the region. Each day the
office receives calls from visitors, businesses, and community members that are seeking information. The
Chamber’s visible and convenient location makes it a frequent stop for tourists and those who are new to the
area. Businesses new and old find that the chamber is a source for connecting to information, other
Businesses, and the community. The Venango Chamber also has a small gift and souvenir shop as a service to
the community.
Venango Area Chamber of Commerce ● (814) 676-8521 ● www.venangochamber.org

GET INVOLVED
Invest Venango
Each year, businesses and local
governments in the Venango area
spend thousands of
dollars for
goods and services from out-of-area
suppliers. That’s thousands spent
annually for out of market purchases that could
play a significant role in the growth and
development of Venango area businesses.
The Invest Venango campaign was launched to
encourage Venango area businesses and
individuals to shift just five percent of their
current out-of-area spending back into the local
economy. It's not about spending MORE money it's about keeping the dollars you already spend
local. For information about the campaign visit
www.venangochamber.org
Show your commitment by displaying
a
removable decal on your vehicle, store window or
other prominent location.
Stop by or call us at 814.676.8521 to obtain your
sticker!

VenangoWorks!
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FLEX Young Professionals

FLEX, “Future Leaders and Entrepreneurs Exchange”, is
open to individuals 18-39 years of age, who are
interested in networking for career advancement and
leadership opportunities.
FLEX meets the THIRD WEDNESDAY of each month at
the
Venango Chamber office. Other events and social
gatherings are planned throughout the year. Anyone
interested in FLEX can attend a meeting or request to
be added to our FLEX email list.
FLEX MISSION
FLEX represents the needs and interests of Young
Professionals by positioning ourselves as leaders,
entrepreneurs, and
advocates for the sustainability
of the Venango Area through civic engagement,
leadership development and networking.
More info at www.venangochamber.org/flex

Venango Works focuses on celebrating and
recognizing business in Venango County and
encourages people to share their experiences. By
sharing news and stories in our monthly newsletter,
recently renamed VenangoWorks! and by posting
stories and photos on Facebook, Twitter, and
Instagram and using the hashtag #VenangoWorks,
we want everyone to learn and share the great
experiences happening in Venango County.
We love doing business in Venango County, and we
know you do too. Let’s work together to support
businesses, share our experiences, and show that
#VenangoWorks!
Interested in doing business with our members?
You can find our full online membership directory
here: http://www.venangochamber.org/chamber/
member-directory/

“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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Address Service Requested

As a member of the Venango Area Chamber of Commerce you will be contacted
throughout the year requesting your support of:
Sponsorship Opportunities
Annual Dinner
Annual Chamber Steak Fry
FLEX Presents
Oil Heritage Festival
Annual Chamber Golf Outing
Cranberry Festival
Business of the Year

FEBRUARY 25: Annual Chamber Dinner/ Citizen of the Year
Celebration
APRIL 1:

FLEX Presents - Young Professional of the Year

JUNE 23:

Annual Chamber Golf Outing - Wanango Golf
Club

JULY 21 - 24:

38th Annual Oil Heritage Festival

AUGUST 18:

Annual Chamber Steak Fry

SEPTEMBER 17: Cranberry Festival
NOV:

Business of the Year/Partner in Business Mixer

Advertising Opportunities
Venango Chamber Website
Business Connector Newsletter
Oil Heritage Festival Schedule
Membership Directory
Oil Heritage Festival Placemat Venango County Map
Cranberry Festival Placemat






Mixers are scheduled at the request of member hosts.
Bi-Annual Legislative events, breakfasts or early
evening, are typically scheduled in April and October,
prior to elections.
FLEX First Friday Luncheons, first Friday of each month

COMMUNITY CALENDAR OF EVENTS AVAILABLE AT
WWW.VENANGOCHAMBER.ORG/CALENDAR

“The Venango Area Chamber of Commerce builds,
serves and promotes regional business.”
Venango Area Chamber of Commerce ● (814) 676-8521 ● www.venangochamber.org

