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Welcome New Members 

The Venango Area Chamber of Commerce builds, serves and promotes regional business. 

 
D'Casa Bed & Breakfast 
Davin Kutchall 
1501 Liberty Street 
Franklin, PA 16323 
Phone: (814) 437-7699 
eMail:  administrator@dcasabb.com 
Web:   www.dcasabb.com 
Published: Bed & Breakfast 
 
Karma Coffee 
Shaun & Marie Alcorn 
237 Seneca Street 
Oil City, PA 16301 
eMail:   yellowdoglantern@gmail.com 
Published: Coffeehouse 
 
M & D Paving, Inc. 
Erin Huff 
4033 New Castle Road 
Pulaski, PA 16143 
Phone:(724) 901-1692  
Fax: (724) 906-8222 
eMail:  erinhuff13@gmail.com 
Web:   www.manddpaving.com 
Published:  Paving 
 
Northside Eatery 
Shaun & Marie Alcorn 
219 Seneca Street 
Oil City, PA 16301 
Phone: (814) 493-8068  
eMail:   yellowdoglantern@gmail.com 
Published:  Restaurants 
 
Oil City Chapter,  
Isaak Walton League of America 
John Noel Bartlett 
396 Monarch Park Road 
Franklin, PA 16323 
Phone:(814) 437-3550 
Web:  www.iwla.org/oilcity 
Published:  Service Organization/Club 
 
Schake Industries, Inc 
Mark Berringer 
3467 State Route 257 
P.O. Box 564 
Seneca, PA 16346 
Phone:(814) 677-9333 
Fax: (814) 677-8783 
eMail:mberringer@schakeinc.com 
Web:www.schakeinc.com 
Published:  Manufacturers 

Welcome to our home away from home.  Family is the center 
of life, and as such we want to make you feel like family when 
you come to Franklin, Pennsylvania. The Victorian inspired 
D'Casa Bed and Breakfast is graced with antique furniture. 
There are 6 guest rooms, each with a private bath, cable 
television, seating area, air conditioning and wireless 
Internet. 
 
 
Oil City’s newest coffee shop, opening May 2. 
 
 
 
 
 

M&D Paving charges by the ton to insure that its customers 
receive the thickness of asphalt they need for a long term 
driveway. Vince considers M&D A+ rating with the BBB to be 
his company's most important accomplishment, a rating 
which it has carried for  ten years and is still carrying as well 
as striving to earn the torch award. 

 

We are dedicated to serving excellence to people who want 
simple, delicious cuisine. We strive to give our customers the 
best culinary experience possible.  

 
 
 
 
Leading conservation and shooting sports organization with 
ranges, youth programs and more. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Schake Industries is a growing manufacturer of Spiral 
Aluminum Silos, Above-Ground Storage Tanks, and Hydraulic, 
Lubrication and Pneumatic Systems shipping both 
domestically and internationally.  
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Venango Area Chamber  
of Commerce Group 

Venango Area 
 Chamber of Commerce 

@VenangoChamber VenangoChamber 

venangochamber 

 

 
A fine dining restaurant with great atmosphere 
and ambiance. Private party dining available. 
Prime Rib, steaks, seafood and chicken.  
 
 
 
 
The YMCA of Franklin and Grove City’s mission 
is to foster strong individuals, families, and 
communities with Christian  principles by 
providing quality programs that strengthen 
spirit, mind and body for all. 

 

Yellow Dog Lantern 
Shaun & Marie Alcorn 
218 Elm Street 
P.O. Box 230 
Oil City, PA 16301-0230 
Phone:(814) 676-1000  
Published:  Restaurants 
 
YMCA Franklin & Grove City 
Adam Cook, CEO 
111 West Park Street 
Franklin, PA  16323 
Phone: (814) 432-2138 
eMail:  acook@franklinymca.org 
Web:   www.grovecityymca.org/index.php 
Published: Service Organization/Club 

2016 Printed Directories 
 
The printed 2016 Membership Directories are currently being printed 
and will soon be available.  Would you be interested in helping us 
distribute these to your fellow chamber members?  This is a great way to 
get out and meet other members, as you stop by to introduce yourself and 
drop off a directory.  Let us know if you are willing to help and we’ll let 
you know when the directories are available! 

Chamber Welcomes New Summer Intern 

Janie Cassady is a sophomore Public Relations major at Penn State Behrend. She grew up 
in Franklin, and graduated from Franklin Area High School in 2014. 

Janie has been on the Dean’s List for her first three semesters at Behrend, and she has 
successfully completed Behrend’s Honors Program. She is working towards a Digital 
Media Trends and Analytics minor and a Social Media certificate along with a bachelor’s 
degree in Public Relations. She currently serves as News Editor for the campus 
newspaper, The Behrend Beacon. In her spare time on campus, Janie has been involved in 
productions at Behrend’s Studio Theatre. Janie is looking forward to transferring to 
University Park next fall.  

Janie is very excited to serve as an intern at the Venango Area Chamber of Commerce this 
summer. Through this opportunity, she hopes to learn many useful skills and gain valuable experience in her 
field, in addition to becoming more involved with the Venango Area community.  

http://www.linkedin.com/groups?home=&gid=1505497&trk=anet_ug_hm&goback=.nmp_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1.npv_24209418_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_spm*4pic_*1
http://www.linkedin.com/groups?home=&gid=1505497&trk=anet_ug_hm&goback=.nmp_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1.npv_24209418_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_spm*4pic_*1
https://twitter.com/venangochamber
https://twitter.com/venangochamber
http://www.youtube.com/user/VenangoChamber
https://twitter.com/venangochamber
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Venango-Area-Chamber-of-Commerce/105969715560
http://instagram.com/venangochamber?ref=badge
http://instagram.com/venangochamber?ref=badge
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/Venango-Area-Chamber-Commerce-1505497/about
https://www.youtube.com/user/VenangoChamber
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Fight Inflammation, Naturally! 

Inflammation is the bodies natural response to disease, 
injury, and infection.  Inflammation can help repair damaged 
tissue and also serves as a warning sign that something is 
wrong.  However,  too much inflammation can be harmful, not 
to mention very painful.  Some common disorders associated 
with inflammation include:  bursitis, carpal tunnel, 
fibromyalgia, osteoarthritis, autoimmune conditions, and 
ulcerative colitis. 

There are TONS of anti-inflammatory vitamins and herbs that 
can help quell the inflammation without 
disrupting the bodies natural healing process 
or causing adverse side effects.  Listed below 
are a few of the more common ones: 

 Fish Oil - Choose wisely- fish oil needs to 
undergo rigorous testing to ensure potency and purity- 
research before you buy!  Plant based Omega 3's can be used 
but may not be as effective. 

 Alfalfa - Anti-inflammatory and a good source of minerals 
and chlorophyll. 

 Aloe Vera - Raw, unpasteurized is best. 

Turmeric (curcumin) - You can use this as a 
spice to flavor food, add it to smoothies or take 
it in capsule form.  Effective anti-inflammatory, 
anti-depressant, and powerful antioxidant. 

Please make sure you consult an herbalist, 
natural practitioner, or your health care 
practitioner before mixing these with 
prescription drugs or OTC meds. 

Wellness Tip of the Month courtesy of 
Cranberry Wellness Center 

Amazing Foods Launches New Site 
 

Amazing Foods Catering & Café recently 
l a u n c h e d  t h e i r  n e w  w e b s i t e , 
www.amazingfoodscatering.com, designed by 
Gibbons Business Solutions. The new website 
beautifully reflects the relaxed yet elegant 
experience of this unique restaurant.   
 

Owner Judy Grandelis invites you to stop by for breakfast 
(8:00 – 10:30)  or lunch (10:30 – 2:00) Monday through 
Friday or to call ahead (814-437-3663) for takeout. Amazing 
Foods is located at 1327 Elk Street in Franklin.  

http://www.mcfateandmerkel.com/
http://www.bertklapecinc.com/
http://www.barrsinsurance.com/
http://www.oilcityhotel.com/
http://www.amazingfoodscatering.com
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Oil City Wholesale Inc Relocates 

Oil City Wholesale Inc. is  relocating at 301 Duncomb 

Street, Oil City, Pa. You might not recognize the new name 

but are likely familiar with their many services, known as 

Oil City Chemical, Oil City Mold Remediation, Floral Design, 

Party House & Aqua World. They are your one stop shop, 

for janitorial, bar supplies, bulk foods for picnics, linen 

service, to vacuum repair, mold remediation for your home 

and business. They have fresh flower arrangements for all 

occasions. In the new location you will continue to find 

party supplies, and of course the pet store, tropical and salt 

water fish and small animals. Please stop in at the new 

location, expected to open by the end of May. Don't forget 

to order your Mom flowers for her special day! 

CASA Welcomes New Board Members 

CASA of Venango County, Inc. is pleased to announce the 
addition of three new CASA Board members each eligible to 
serve a three year term of service, beginning May 01, 2016. 
They are Maggie Bernecky, Susan Miller and Luke 
Braughler. 

CASA will be offering a Independent Study for interested 
persons looking to volunteer with CASA.  CASA of Venango 
County is in desperate need of CASA volunteers. There are 
many children unserved. Please check our Website at 
www.casaofvenangocounty.org, to see how to apply and 
how YOU can make a difference in the life of a child. 

2016 Business of the Year Event -   
Changes Planned 
 

This year we’ve decided to change things up a bit and we 
have decided to hold the annual Business of the Year 
Recognition on November 2nd, 2016. This  revamped 
event will be a business luncheon, with the location to be 
announced. 
 
As in the past, nominations and winners will be 
determined by the Chamber’s leadership, the Board of 
Directors. 
 
To view the criteria used and to see a list of past 
recipients, visit the Chamber’s website at  
www.venangochamber.org/chamber/recognition -
awards/. 

http://www.for-cu.com/
http://www.hagan1.com/
http://www.hiexpress.com/franklinpa
http://www.gillconsult.com/
http://www.casaofvenangocounty.org
http://www.venangochamber.org/chamber/recognition-awards/
http://www.venangochamber.org/chamber/recognition-awards/
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For 35 years Woodforest National Bank® has successfully stood among 
the strongest community banks in the nation, proudly offering 
unsurpassed quality customer service since 1980. Woodforest offers 
both consumer and business products and services. 

Woodforest is privately owned and our Employee Stock Ownership Plan 
is the largest shareholder. In the spirit of “true ownership” Woodforest 
employees strive to offer quality banking service and to understand the 
financial needs of every customer they serve.  Our employees live, work 
and “give back” throughout our many banking communities by 
supporting organizations and civic events with countless hours of 
volunteer time and financial support. 

Today Woodforest has over 740 branch locations throughout Alabama, 
Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Louisiana, Illinois, Indiana, Maryland, 
Mississippi, New York, North Carolina, Ohio, Pennsylvania, South 
Carolina, Texas, Virginia, and West Virginia. 

Locally, Woodforest opened its branch in August of 2008, in the Cranberry Walmart.  Manager Shawn Riniti 
and Assistant Mananger Alyssa Peters oversee the additional staff of three full time employees. Shawn, who 
has been with Woodforest for the last 18 months, has more than 23 year of management experience.  He 
currently serves on the board of Community Services of Venango County and on their personnel committee.  
He explains that he and the rest of the staff continue to look for opportunities to volunteer throughout the 
region.  They recently participated in the Cranberry business fair and especially enjoyed meeting other local 
businesses. 

Woodforest National Bank is open 7 days a week, with a full array of personal and business services, 
including loans with a full array of personal and business services, including loans and an interest bearing, 
no service fee checking account for eligible customers over the age of 50. Shawn and his staff invite you to 
stop by their branch at 10 Kimberly Lane in Cranberry, to learn more about all of their services. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
 
Wood 
 
P: (814) 678-6574 
 
E:  sriniti@woodforest.com 
 
F: www.facebook.com/
WoodforestBank 
 
W: www.woodforest.com 

WOODFOREST NATION BANK: Banking your way... 

EVERY DAY AND NIGHT!® 

#VenangoWorks 

ABOUT  WOODFOREST  NATIONAL 
BANK 
 

Woodforest is a community bank built 

upon the needs of the customers we 

serve. We are committed to earning 

customer loyalty by offering the 

highest level of customer service as 

well as competitive products and 

services by employees who are fair, 

responsive, and professional.  
  

 
FAST FACTS 
 

 Established in 1980  

 Headquarters in Texas  

 Open 7 days a week 

 

http://www.woodforest.com
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Chicks –in-the-Sticks Planned for June 

The Friends of Oil Creek State Park are planning their third annual Chicks-in-the-Sticks event to be held 
Saturday, June 18, 2016. The premise for Chicks-in-the-Sticks is to introduce women to unfamiliar, high 
interest, outdoor skills. It is a full day of hands on outdoor workshops. Participants will produce an item, 
be introduced to a skill, or get materials that they can take home from each class.  Twenty-five different 
workshops will be offered, and eight are new to the program this year. The program is designed to be a 
fun day where women can try new things, brush up on old skills, and meet new people with similar 
interests. All equipment and supplies needed for a class will be provided, but participants are encouraged 
to bring their own equipment if applicable( camera, bike, yoga mat, etc). All classes are presented by 
expert instructors many with special certifications for their specific topic. Instructors bring many years of 
experience in both teaching and participating to their topic. 

This year’s program includes popular classes from the last two years such as  basic kayaking, bike 
maintenance and riding skills, bird and tree identification, fly tying, fly casting, introduction to 
backpacking, and outdoor photography. Somewhat more unique classes include : beekeeping, terrarium 
building, medicinal uses of herbs, wisdoms in the wild, primitive fire making, and secrets of the Indian 
medicine man. Other unique classes are - self-defense, yoga, and trail running. 

Chicks in the Sticks provides classes for women with varying abilities. Participants must be at least 18 
years of age. The registration deadline is June 10th, and the registration fee of $45.00 is required upon 
registration. Details about registering online, and finding out information about the classes and their 
instructors are on the Friends of Oil Creek State Park’s website - www.friendsocsp.org. Classes fill up 
quickly so early registration is recommended. 

M & D Paving Welcomes John Smith 

M & D Paving is pleased to welcome John Smith as the newest addition to their team.  

John is a lifelong resident of Venango County with over 30 years of experience in 

multiple environments that require advanced communications skills across all levels of 

an organization.  John has previously worked at Lee Preparatory Academy, UBS 

Financial Services and Penn North Plastic, where his expertise 

and unique skills were used to develop sales leads, create quotes, 

schedule operations, advise clients on financial investments and 

motivate at-risk youth to achieve high quality results.  M & D 

Paving is proud to welcome John!   

Are you looking to get your driveway or parking lot paved this summer? Give M & D 

Paving a call for your free estimate, at 888-666-9685. 

http://www.friendsocsp.org
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The Venango Area Chamber of Commerce  

builds, serves and promotes regional business. 
 

Objectives/Action Plans 

1. Create stronger business to business connections within the Venango Region  

 Publish a quality newsletter each month  

 Hold member events and community events 

 Recognize excellence 

 Work with strategic partners 

 Be a referral network 

2. Develop the next generation of business leaders for the Venango Region 

 Work with educational partners 

 We engage interns  

 We engage the Young Professional community FLEX 

 We develop programs to grow leaders in our region. 

 3. Be the business information connector for the Venango Region 

 We  provide maps and hospitality for the community and visitors 

 We maintain an up-to-date website  

 We are attentive to issues that impact our businesses  

4. Insure the Sustainability of the Venango Chamber 

Venango Chamber Board Shares Strategies for Success 
 
In January of 2015, the Chamber’s board met for its annual retreat.  At the end of the day, four key 
objectives were identified.  In the months that followed, action plans were developed and tasks and time 
tables were established.  The result of this planning is a very detailed plan of action, to be shared by the 
Chamber’s staff, board of directors and members.   

Many members have been contacted to serve on committees or task forces, but there is much to be done! 
We know how very busy our members are, but often it is through deeper engagement that the real benefit 
of belonging to the Chamber is realized.  If you are interested in learning more about how you can serve, 
whether it be in leadership, as  an event volunteer or in a team capacity, please contact Director, Susan 
Williams or Board President David Snedden. 

Meetings now being schedule include Golf Committee, Membership Committee, Business of the Year 
planning , Oil Heritage and Cranberry Festival Committees. Other committees will follow soon. If it is 
difficult for you to attend meetings, we promise to find a way to keep you involved , without excessive 
meetings. 
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FLEX Presents Recognizes Our Regions Young Professionals 

Rob Wonderling 

President & CEO 

Disrupting Higher Ed  -  Generation Z: The Centennials 
 

Please join us as we welcome Rob Wonderling, President and CEO of the 
Greater Philadelphia Chamber of Commerce. 
 
Rob will join us for a breakfast meeting, to be held on Tuesday, May 24th 
at Wanango Golf Club. 
 
Rob has requested the opportunity to speak with volunteer leaders and 
other key stakeholders so he can learn firsthand the unique workforce 
needs in N.W. Pa and share ideas to develop a new growth agenda for 
Pennsylvania.  Discussion topics on the Grow Pennsylvania agenda include 
infrastructure modernization, health care innovation, and post-secondary 
education transformation.  
 
Please see the insert in this newsletter for information about attendance 
and reservations. 

FLEX President Casey McVay 

2015 YP of the Year Trenton Moulin 
& 2016 YP of the Year Greg Merkel 

Casey McVay, Greg Merkel & Allen McBride 

2016 FLEX Presents Nominees 
2016 Young Professional of the Year 

Greg Merkel  
with Chamber Director Susan 

Williams 

Special Thanks to  Doug 
Suhr for providing event 
lighting. 
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CS Technologies Plus offers Price Matching… 
  
With the theme of keeping business local and supporting locally owned 
businesses, CS Technologies Plus continues to be competitive in the IT 
marketplace by matching prices from competitors on like products in the 
Business Line of computers, printers and accessories.  Many consumers do not 
realize that all computer manufactures offer a “Consumer Class Product Line” 
and a “Business Class Product Line”.  The Business Class Product Line is sold 
through Authorized Computer Resellers, like CS Technologies Plus. 

 A Business Class computer offers more value in the long run over the consumer counterpart. Business 
computers are built to last, with higher quality, name brand components that are tested more rigorously. 
Parts used in consumer computers are often lesser quality. Business grade computers offer more features for 
professional work.  The professional operating system version that comes on business PCs is also more suited 
for business in comparison to the home version which usually is included on consumer PCs.  Another added 
value is that the warranty on business computers is usually longer than those on consumer models. Business 
users also tend to get priority support, via a dedicated support line, and can opt for on-site tech support 
available within hours rather than having to mail in their computer for repair, which could take weeks. A 
great feature of purchasing your PC through CS Technologies Plus is that they service and support them right 
here in your hometown. 

 If you find a consumer model that you're interested in, check to see if the manufacturer offers a similar model 
in its business division – the price difference is most often worth the added features.  Visit CS Technologies 
Plus showroom to check out their PCs and laptops and if you find a better price on an equal product, they will 
do their best to match the price.   CS Technologies Plus is located at 2803 State Route 257 in Seneca or check 
them out at www.cstechplus.com. Remember…Shop local and support local businesses. 

B&M Floors Adds Pratt & Lambert Paint 

This family-owned mattress and flooring store is pleased to announce that they are 
taking on the Pratt & Lambert paint dealership formerly held by Williams Decorating 
of Oil City.  The P&L customer information is being transferred along with the 
dealership, ensuring customers a smooth transition between the two retailers.  B&M 
is also welcoming Pratt & Lambert paint expert Wendy Gawrys to their customer 
service team.  She is happy to be able to continue serving her P&L customers and is 
experienced in flooring sales as well, so will assist in both departments at B&M 
Floors.   

Owner Lynn Morrow says the addition of Pratt & Lambert represents B&M’s 
commitment to offering their customers quality products and will be a great addition 
to their other product lines.  B&M‘s enormous selection of commercial and 

residential flooring products include vinyl, wood, laminate, ceramic tile and carpeting.  They have over 40 
years of experience and offer in-stock, remnants and special order products, along with in-house installers 
to ensure a great flooring purchase experience, beginning to end.  In-home/office estimates are free. 

B&M Floors is located at 1969 Allegheny Blvd. (Rt. 8) in Reno.  Contact them at 814-678-5216 for all of your 

flooring, mattress, and now paint needs too! 

Chamber Golf Scramble June 23rd 
See Insert for details 

http://www.cstechplus.com
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Why You Might Not Be Part of My Network 

by Kurtis Bell 

We all want to grow our network, but is there ever a time to say “no” to adding a new connection? For sure, 
there are definitely times to step back and evaluate if a new connection should become part of your 
network. 

My network, although it is far from the largest, is a group of individuals I know well enough to refer a 
friend to for their services and feel great about the referral. Sure, there are newer network connections 
that may not be as well vetted by myself as some others, but they sure have been vetted by another well 
trusted member of my network. As a businessman, I live and die by my reputation. My network and the 
actions, or even opinions of those in my network, can have a tremendous affect on how I am perceived. 

Now, please do not misconstrue this to think that I am stand-offish when it comes to meeting new people. I 
am really anything but that. I’ll gladly take time to meet a new person, but it will take time before I really 
consider that person to be part of my network and feel great about passing a referral their way. 

Another thing to consider if you find your network growing rapidly, is your ability to familiarize yourself 
with all your new connections. If you are unsure of who your connections 
really are and what they do, how are you to know what you will be able to do 
for them? Without knowing what you can do to help a connection, you just 
become another person and not an all-star networker. 

Hopefully now, my reasoning for safeguarding my network makes more 
sense to you. I have always felt that I can maximize my network and the 
power of networking by staying knowledgeable about my network and what 
I can do to help each connection. 

Art Inside Studio Tour 
Plans are underway for the third annual Art Inside Studio Tour, June 18th & 19th.  

Art Inside annually organizes an open studio concept for artists in Oil City, [and adjacent 

communities]. Artists will man their studios and visitors can self-guide themselves from 

studio to studio. The event is free to visitors and open to the public. Studio tourists will 

see the artists' work, meet the artists, and be able to buy work if so inspired. Each artist 

will provide their own unique style of hospitality. A guide book and necessary directions 

will be provided for the tour. The Web Site, ArtInsidePA.com, and a Facebook page also 

provide current information. 

A variety of local businesses support the studio tour. Sponsors provide fabulous 

prizes for the tour visitors. Prizes are drawn from entries made at each studio – the 

more studios attended the more chances to win! 

New this year, Art Inside will have a downtown Oil City storefront for their headquarters the month of 

June. The HQ will provide info, house a gallery showing a piece from each participating artist, plus display 

some special exhibits. The storefront will be open various hours during the month. All weekend during Oil 

City’s Indie Fest, 10 & 11 June, the HQ will be open promoting the studio tour. Friday night, 10 June, there 

will be a gala event at the HQ to launch the studio tour. Everything will be open to the public. 

Mark you’re calendar and plan to attend Art Inside!   

If you have questions, contact Art Inside organizers, George Cooley (greenman508@hotmail.com) or 

Margaret Brostrom (814-428-3826). 

ArtInsidePA.com 
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Vendors Sought for Oil City Farmers’ Market 
 
Pre-Season Meeting Scheduled for Thursday May 5th at 
1:00 pm 
 
The Oil City Main Street Program is seeking vendors for the 

Oil City Farmers’ Market.  Interested vendors who sell locally 

grown fresh fruit, vegetables, meat, eggs, cheese, honey, 

herbs, baked goods, plants and similar products are invited 

to attend a pre-season planning meeting on Thursday, May 5, 

2016 at 1:00 pm in the basement meeting room of the Oil 

City Library.   

Advance registration for the meeting is appreciated.  

Interested vendors may contact the Kathy Bailey at (814) 

677-3152, ext. 101 or via email at kbailey@oilregion.org to 

RSVP for the meeting or to obtain further information.  

Seneca Hills Bible Conference 
 Welcomes New Director 

Please join us in welcoming  Lindon 
Fowler as the Executive Director of 
Seneca Hills Bible Camp! 

Lindon comes to Seneca Hills from the energy industry, where 
he worked as the District Operations Manager and Regional 
Sales Manager for HB Rentals. Prior to his work at HB Rentals, 
Lindon served churches in Pennsylvania, Alabama, and 
Missouri. He holds an B.A. from Geneva College and an M.Div. 
from Covenant Theological Seminary.  

Lindon and his wife Megan live in Grove City with their three 
sons. They attend Gateway Community Church in Slippery 
Rock, where Lindon is a ruling elder. As former campers and 
service staff, Lindon and Megan are thrilled to join in the 
exciting work God is doing at the camp. 

We would like to invite you to call (814-432-3026) or stop by 

the camp to meet Lindon. Please see the chamber calendar for 

our upcoming events. For more details go to our website: 

www.senecahills.com and search the conference page. 

www.venangoplays.org 
The Chambers online calendar of events 

https:/www.choicehotels.com/pennsylvania/franklin/quality-inn-hotels/pa328
http://www.fscas.org/
mailto:kbailey@oilregion.org
http://www.senecahills.com
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Future Taste of Talent Contestants 

Are you hoping to try-out for Taste of Talent (TOT) Vocal 
Competition when you turn 16? Here’s a possible 
opportunity for you to perform onstage during the 2016 
contest in Franklin. Submit a cd or video of a performance 
and you could be chosen to perform a song while ballots are 
being tallied. Send your audition material, along with a little 
information about yourself, by May 13, 2016, to Franklin 
City Hall c/o Ronnie Beith, Events & Marketing Coordinator, 
430 13th Street, Franklin, PA 16323. Call 814 437-1619 ext. 
123 for more information. 

 
 
     Bailey Jones  
     2015 Taste of Talent Winner 
 
 

Preservation Workshop  - May 21 

It’s Time ~ to register for the Preservation Workshop that 
will be held on Saturday, May 21, in Oil City.  There will be 
tours of historic buildings, churches and homes & 
programs in the Great Room of the National Transit 
Building, lunch at Venango Museum, and a buffet dinner at 
Trinity Unity Methodist Church.  Programs include “Fire 
Prevention & Suppression in Historic Buildings”, “Great 
Expectations in Commercial Rehab”, Kitchen Design 
Strategies for Older & Historic Homes”, “What’s Back 
There”, Victorian Homes Inside & Out”, “To HARB or Not 
to HARB”, and more.  You may attend an individual 
program or tour for $10, or the full day of programs, 
lunch, a reception & dinner for just $50.  Programs have 
been accredited so that educators who attend may receive 
Act 48 continuing education credits.   

A program/registration booklet is available at website 
www.oilregion.org. 

This the Season 

...for golf outings and 5K races.  Is your organization 
planning one and looking for a great way to spread the 
word?  Be sure to add your event to the chamber’s 
calendar, by completing our easy online form.   

Looking for your next adventure?  Be sure to check the 
calendar or sign up for the weekly email reminders, to 
know what’s coming up in the next week. 

http://www.gibbons-business-solution.com/
http://www.cranberrymall.com/
C:/Users/Ashley Stroup-McCaul/Documents/bickley-script-let-plain[1].ttf
http://www.safelite.com/
http://www.oilregion.org
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Oil City Façade Improvement Grants Available  
Workshop Scheduled for Monday May 9th at noon 
 
The Oil City Main Street Program is now accepting 
applications for its Façade Improvement Grant Program, 
which provides limited matching funding for certain 
storefront improvements on eligible buildings located within 
the Main Street District in downtown Oil City.   
 
Projects may include awnings, signage, paint, masonry, 
windows, doors, exterior lighting, and design.  An 
informational workshop about the grant program will be 
held on Monday May 9, 2016 from 12:00 noon – 1:00 pm at 
the Oil Region Alliance Office, 217 Elm Street.  For more 
information on the Façade Improvement Grant Program or 
to register for the workshop, contact Kathy Bailey at (814) 
677-3152, ext. 101 or kbailey@oilregion.org. 

 
Create Focus 
 

Focus – “a central point, as of attraction, attention, or activity”. 
In our business lives we’re asked to do more with less, work faster, deliver more, meet urgent deadlines… These 
demands can make it difficult to focus our attention on important details. Rushing and multi-tasking can ultimately 
lead to costly mistakes and accidents. 

We need to create focus. This means we need to reveal that central point – the attraction. We need to give projects our 
full attention and limit our activity to a level that allows us to be fully present. No one is perfect; we all make mistakes 
and accidents happen. But we can help each other to create focus. 

 Allow adequate time for projects – Many businesses charge rush 
fees when customers require a product or service with very 
short deadlines. Why? Because rushing creates risk. Those risks 
can be costly. 

 Avoid Multi-tasking – The reality is that we can only work on 
one thing at a time. Actually, multi-tasking is simply jumping 
back and forth between multiple things. In terms of focus, it’s 
counter-productive and likely to increase the time required to 
accomplish the many tasks as you repeatedly try to refocus. It 
also increases the likelihood that you will overlook something. 

 Establish down time – Studies have shown if you take just one 
minute in each hour to do nothing at all – just stop – you will be 
more productive. 

Focus doesn’t just happen; we need to create 
it and we can help one another by 
establishing realistic expectations for 
ourselves and those with whom we’re 

working and doing business. 

Written by Blog Contributor:  
Linda S. Henderson,  
Gibbons Business Solutions 

http://www.edwardjones.com/
http://www.nextsteptherapy.net/
http://www.chamberchoice.com/
mailto:kbailey@oilregion.org
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HealthSouth Erie Presents “Senior of the Game” 

For Erie SeaWolves fans, the games at Jerry Uht Park are in full swing.  Fans can expect a new addition to 
home games as HealthSouth Rehabilitation Hospital of Erie and the Erie SeaWolves have partnered to present 
Senior of the Game. Senior of the Game offers families in the area the unique opportunity to nominate their 
favorite senior citizen and have them recognized at an Erie SeaWolves game.  

 “While our focus at HealthSouth Erie is to provide the highest-quality physical rehabilitation to our patients, 
giving back to our community and bringing families together is a commitment we are very proud of,” said 
HealthSouth Erie CEO John Papalia. “HealthSouth Erie is excited to be part of this season-long showcase of 
some of our community’s most dedicated members and we look forward to reconnecting with those families.”  

 “Whether it is a family member, neighbor or friend, HealthSouth Erie and the Erie SeaWolves want to make 
our senior citizens the star of the game,” said Erie SeaWolves assistant general manager Mark Pirrello.  

 If your nomination is selected, you 
will receive four free tickets to 
take your Senior of the Game to an 
upcoming SeaWolves game 
courtesy of HealthSouth Erie. 
During the fifth inning of each 
home game, the chosen Senior of 
the Game will be recognized.  

 For more information, or to obtain a nomination form, 
please contact seniorofthegame@seawolves.com or visit the 
SeaWolves Fan Assistance Center at the Erie SeaWolves 
stadium located at 110 E 10th Street.  

Oil Heritage Festival Deadlines 
 

Oil Heritage sponsorship and advertising 
deadlines are  approaching.  

The deadline for advertising or placing your 
event in the festival schedule will be May 15th.  We should  
have your sponsorship commitment by that date as well in 
order to be included in all printed materials.  

If you need more information you can visit our website at  

www.venangochamber.org/visit/oil-heritage-festival/ or call 
the chamber at 814-676-8521 

Charitable Deeds & the Clarion University 
Teaming Up  

A Warehouse Sale will be held on Monday, April 18th thru 
Friday, April 22nd from 8 am – 2 pm. Location: 221 Amsler 
Road, Building # 3, Shippenville Pa 16254.  All proceeds will 
go benefit the Veterans of the Armed Forces. Among some of 
the items include: complete beds minus the mattresses, 
student desks, tables, chairs, wardrobes, and many other 
items. For more info you can call 814-797-0286.    

http://www.sandykhovis.com/
http://www.fun-bank.com/
http://www.brightideas-lc.com/
http://www.gatesandburnsrealestate.com/
mailto:seniorofthegame@seawolves.com
http://www.venangochamber.org/visit/oil-heritage-festival/
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Shari Hamilton 
Butch Hargenrader 
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Susan Williams 
Dottie Tawney 
Ashley Cowles        
Janie Cassady 
 
 

 

41 MAIN STREET P.O. BOX 376 OIL CITY, PA 16301  

Address Service Requested 

 
MAY 
  

 11 Oil Heritage Festival Committee Meeting, 12 Noon  
 12 Business After Hours Mixer  -  Venango Museum, 5-7PM  
 19 Board of Directors Meeting 8AM 
 24 Chamber Breakfast– Rob Wonderling, President & CEO of the  
  Greater Philadelphia Chamber; Disrupting Higher Ed  -   
  Generation Z: The Centennials 7:30 AM Wanango Golf Club 
 
JUNE 
  

 1 Business After Hours Mixer  -   Cranberry Pennzoil & Farmers  
  National Bank  -  5-7PM  
 2  FLEX Summer Kickoff at Camp Coffman 
 7 Chamber Day  -  Harrisburg, PA 
 9 Isaak Walton League Mixer 5-7 PM  
 23 Chamber Golf Outing, Wanango Golf Club  -  11AM 
 
 
 

Chamber Events Calendar 

COMMUNITY CALENDAR OF EVENTS AVAILABLE AT 
WWW.VENANGOCHAMBER.ORG/CALENDAR 

Hagan Business Machines 

Mcfate & Merkel Law Office 

SCORE 

Caldwell Printing Services 

Clarion County Community Bank 

Eckert Chiropractic 

Clarion University 

Friends of Drake Well Museum 

Pepsi Bottling Company 

Urban Insurance Agency 

Hickman Lumber  

Oil Region Alliance  

Northwest Savings Bank 

UPMC Northwest 

Bridge Builders Community        

Foundations 

 

 

  
 

Executive Director 

Executive Assistant 

Program Manager 

Intern, Penn State Behrend 

Board of Directors 

http://www.4yourcarconnection.com/
https://www.northwestsavingsbank.com/index.htm
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FLEX announces Summer Kick-Off Event at Camp Coffman 
 

Many local businesses and organizations employ college students as interns each summer. These interns 
provide many benefits to our community and help businesses to function. They bring a fresh perspec-
tive, creative ideas, energy, and emerging technical skills to the workplace. In return, the interns gain ex-
perience and knowledge from their summer working in a company.  
  
FLEX members would like the chance to welcome your interns to the region in an effort to make their 
summer in Venango a great one.  We encourage young professionals and summer interns to join FLEX at 
the “FLEX Summer Kick-Off” event, Thursday, June 2, from 5:30-8 p.m. at Camp Coffman. This is an op-
portunity for the group to get connected and have fun. A pot-luck dinner will start the evening, so bring a 
drink or dish to share. Then, enjoy a team-building obstacle course, rock climbing, and zip lining led by 
guides.  
 
Do you have interns at your business? We’d love to meet them and have them attend our intern events!  
Please contact the Chamber and let us know the best way to reach them or encourage them to contact us, 
at 814-676-8521 or by email at swilliams@venangochamber.org 

Greg Merkel named 2016 Young Professional of the Year  
 

The Venango Area Chamber’s young professionals organization hosted the sixth 
annual “FLEX Presents” on Friday, April 1, at the Quality Inn & Conference Center 
in Franklin, with nearly 100 people in attendance. “FLEX Presents” is an annual 
event to celebrate the achievements of local young professionals who contribute to 
their community through civic engagement. 
 
While all nominees have made an exceptional impact on the community, Greg 
Merkel’s service and engagement in the area led him to the honor this year. Merkel 
is an attorney at the Law Office of McFate & Merkel in Seneca. His community 
involvement includes service as the Vice President of the Board of Directors of the Venango Area 
Chamber of Commerce; a member of the Board of Directors of the Venango Museum of Art, Science and 
Industry; a member of the Board of Directors of the Oil City Salvation Army; a member of FLEX; a 
member of the Board of Directors of the Open Door Cafe; and a member of Petrolia Lodge 363, F. & A.M. 
Most recently, Merkel has taken a leadership role in the efforts to save Venango Catholic High School. He 
resides in Franklin with his wife, Sarah, and their two young children. 

Greg Merkel and wife Sarah 
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Jillian Kellner teaches 4th and 5th grade at St. Patrick Catholic School. Jill 
graduated from Cranberry High School in 2010 and went on to Clarion University to 
duel major in Early Childhood Education and Special Education, graduating from 
Clarion in 2014. She grew up in Seneca, where she still resides today, with no plans 
on leaving the area any time soon. 

Jill has been involved in the Barrow Civic Theater since high school, participating in 
multiple youth theater and adult shows. Since then, she has assisted in directing the 
Youth Theater and now has directed 3 main stage shows, "The Adventures of Tom 
Sawyer", "The Best Christmas Pageant Ever," and "Charlotte's Web". 

Jill is pursuing her black belt in Taekwondo. She plans to obtain her Masters Degree 
in Special Education and continue teaching in the private school system. 

In her free time Jill studies Taekwondo at the Oil City YMCA and is currently a First Degree Blue Belt. She is 
also a part of the martial arts team, Team Rock Solid. She is an active volunteer at the Venango Museum. Her 
summer time job has been working at Kellner's Fireworks through college, where she has had the 
opportunity to shoot professional firework shows over the 4th of July. Jill and her dad Dave Kellner Sr. love 
amusement parks and belong to the American Coaster Enthusiasts.  

When Jill leaves Venango County, she enjoys visiting family in Canfield Ohio. We asked Jill where she would 
take a visitor in Venango County and she responded that her favorite place to take friends is The Villa and 
then for a ride on the bike trail from Oil City to Franklin. “But as far as my mom knows the Venango 
Museum is the go to place I would take a visitor,” says Kellner. 

Her favorite things about working locally are the very short commute and the ability to work with people 

she knows well. Jill shares, “Venango County is a very tight knit community where you know, if you need 

something, someone will be there for you.” 

Great Lakes Surfing:  
A Millenial's Vision for Regional Development  
 
 
Nick Cianci was the 
featured speaker at this 
year’s FLEX Presents. If 
you were not able to join 
us, you can view Nick’s 
TEDx Talk 
 
 
 
Visit this link:  
 www.youtube.com/watch?v=Nk63YEEaY_A 

Guest speaker Nick Cianci 

http://www.somecleanthoughts.blogspot.com/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Nk63YEEaY_A
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Gerritt Rex is the owner of G Rex Wireless LLC, in Seneca and Franklin. A 2005 
graduate of Oil City High School, Gerritt learned business from his uncle at an early 
age, at his used car lot. As a young child and teen he would frequently go to the auction 
with him. After high school he worked full time buying and selling cars at the auction 
and on the car lot and then started buying and selling phones on eBay in 2007 and 
turned that into a full time job by 2008. 

Gerritt was born and raised in Oil City. He and his wife Lacy have two children that we 
are raising in Oil City where he spent much of my childhood playing at Hasson Pool, 
dirt biking the area trails, and camping. 

Gerritt started competitive boxing in 9th grade and trained at the Oil City YMCA and at Bizzarros Boxing 
Gym in Erie. He won the Western Pa Golden Gloves in 2003. He stopped boxing after high school and spent 
many years away from the ring. After getting his business and family going he reentered the ring and won 
the Western Pa Golden Gloves Title again in 2014 after a 9 year layoff. 

In 2016 he became a board member at the Oil City YMCA and was recently named Vice President of the 
board. Gerritt’s future goals and dreams include sustaining and growing his current G Rex Wireless stores in 
Seneca and Franklin. He would also like to open a boxing gym for youth and adults to pass on his love of 
boxing. As for his dreams, he would love to open a retail store in Manhattan, NY and at the beach along the 
Gulf Coast someday. Gerritt spends most of his free time with his family with whom he enjoys dining out 
and vacationing as much as possible. They do a lot of boating and camping through the summer months and 
ski and snowboard in the winter. This past year he taught his three year old daughter how to snowboard 
and she loved it! 

When he leaves Venango County, Gerritt likes to visit NYC where he and Lacy got married. They also visit 
Rehoboth Beach, Delaware yearly. 

He thinks the best place to take visitors in Venango is the great outdoors, whether it is a kayak trip down 
French Creek or the Allegheny, where there is an abundance of beauty to enjoy. 

What doe Gerritt enjoy most about working in Venango County? He replies “I enjoy the down to earth 

people we get to deal with on a daily basis.” He invites you to stop into one of the G Rex Wireless stores and 

check out what they have to offer or help us spread the word that people have options when it comes to 

their cellular and electronic needs.  

Congratulations Graduates 
 

FLEX  
& 

Venango Area Chamber of Commerce  
 

extend our sincere congratulations 
 to this Spring’s graduates! 

 

 

http://www.chirodrkate.com/
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OUR MISSION 
FLEX represents the needs and interests of Young Professionals by positioning ourselves  

as leaders, entrepreneurs and advocates for the sustainability of the Venango Area  
through civic engagement, leadership development, and networking.  

VenangoFLEX 
email: flex@venangochamber.org 

Where you’ll find FLEX this month: 
 

Monday, May 2, 5-7 p.m. at Chamber Office—Brewer Follow-Up Calls 
Tuesday, May 9, 5:30 p.m.—Brew Fest Meeting, Location TBA  
 
Chamber events: Check out the Chamber’s Calendar of Events at 
            www.venangochamber.org 

Oil Heritage Festival Bike ‘n Brew Plans Continue 
 

The Venango Area Chamber of Commerce and FLEX are teaming up to host the first Bike ‘n Brew Fest, 
during the 39th Oil Heritage Festival, on Friday, July 22, 2016. The day will be filled with bicycling 
activities in and around Oil City, then a Brew Fest in the evening. 

There will be stations in Town Square to educate riders in basics cycling etiquette and maintenance and a 
shuttle service to various points on the trail will be available throughout the day. Local bike shops and 
outdoor vendors have been invited to display new cycling products and services. Local businesses, and 
organizations are invited to contact the  Venango Chamber, to find out how you can be involved, in helping 
to organize the day’s event, as a volunteer or as a rider that day. 

The Brew Fest will be held from 5 till 8 p.m. in the Cornplanter Square, also known as the historic Oil City 
National Bank Building. Microbreweries from Northwestern PA and beyond have been invited to join us to 
offer samplings. In addition to the Cornplanter Square building, the Brewfest will stretch into the parking 
lot and Cornplanter Park, along Oil Creek, between Sycamore and Center Streets. 

Keep watch in this newsletter and www.OHFBikenBrew.org for more information and to find out when 
tickets for the Brew Fest will be available. If you have a favorite brewery, please encourage them to join us 
on July 22, by responding to the information they have received or by contacting the Chamber office at 
814-676-8521. 

OHF Bike ‘n Brew 
 

July 22, 2016 
Bike all day!   

Scheduled activities TBA 
 

Brew Fest  
5-8 PM 

Cornplanter Square Building 

http://www.facebook.com/VenangoFLEX
http://www.venangochamber.org
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