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“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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The Venango Area Chamber of Commerce builds, serves and promotes regional business.

Welcome New Members
Basic Business Concepts, Inc.
Dave Lavely
700 River Ave.
Suite314
Pittsburgh, PA 15212
Phone: 814-541-0771
eMail: lavelydavew@att.net
Web: www.basicbusiness.biz
Published: Financial Services

Basic Business Concepts has worked with
management of small businesses to help them
interpret information and make decisions regarding
their businesses .

Rouseville Vol. Fire. Dept.
Randy Lamb
Rouseville, PA 16344
Phone: 814-678-5297
Published: Volunteer Fire
Department

Serving the Valley That Changed the World, since
1040.

Woodforest Bank
Shawn Riniti
10 Kimberly Lane
Cranberry, PA 16319
Phone: 814-678-6574
Fax: 814-678-2164
eMail: sriniti@woodforest.com
Web: www.woodforest.com
Published: Banks

Woodforest is a community bank built upon the
needs of the customers they serve. They are
committed to earning customer loyalty by offering
the highest level of customer service as well as
competitive products and services by employees
who are fair, responsive, and professional.

Sign up Now
To Golf with the Chamber
June 23, 2016

Registration Form included in this newsletter
or register online at
http://www.venangochamber.org/catalog

@VenangoChamber
Venango Area
Chamber of Commerce

venangochamber

VenangoChamber
Venango Area Chamber
of Commerce Group

Venango Area Chamber of Commerce ● (814) 676-8521 ● www.venangochamber.org

ITC Celebrates 10 Years in Business
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Industrial Truck and Crane, Inc. (ITC) is celebrating its 10 year
anniversary. ITC opened for business in the spring of 2006. Soni
Graff, President, and her husband, Ray Graff, Vice President,
created the business to serve local and regional companies that
rent crane and lift equipment and crane rigging services. ITC
primarily serves the interior of the Pittsburgh-Cleveland-Buffalo triangle, and the
company’s central location just south of Barkeyville in Venango County gives it easy
access to the entire region.
ITC offers operated crane rentals (all operators are certified), bare crane
rentals, and rough terrain cranes. ITC also offers rental of small lift
equipment – man lifts, telehandlers, scissor lifts, boom lifts – and recently
restructured its pricing on this small rental equipment in order to provide
the most competitive rates in the local area.
More information on ITC can be found at www.ITCcrane.com or by calling
Scott at 814-786-9500.

Northwest Hospital Foundation Elects Officers, Welcomes New Members
The Northwest Hospital Foundation began 2016 with a change in its board
leadership.
Frank Gill, Jr. has been elected chairperson of the 15-person board, with James
Greenfield being named Vice-Chairperson. Gail Welch serves as Treasurer, and
Carol Williams is Secretary.
The group was voted into office at the foundation’s November 2015 meeting that
also welcomed new board members Rod Griffin of Specialty Fabrication and
Powder Coating, LLC, and Mike Morrison of Morrison Funeral Home, Inc.
The slate of officers and board members began their new roles in January 2016
serving along with current members Hope Bittner, Judy Etzel, David Gibbons,
Nancy Guth, Michael Hajduk, DMD, Mark Hale, Keith Pemrick, Niki Volmrich, and
James Williams, Jr., representing the areas of health care, education, media, law, business, and finance.
Gill succeeds Denise Jones, who served as chairman throughout 2015.
“We are very appreciative of Denise’s many contributions while chairperson, including leading the process of
introducing a new foundation name, identity and increased presence in the community. I’m looking forward to
continuing this growth under Frank’s direction,” says Theresa Edder, Northwest Hospital Foundation Executive
Director.
Gill, an Oil City resident, is owner of Gill Consulting LLC. He has over 43 years of experience in planning, designing
and implementing human resource strategies for various businesses and service agencies, as well as education and
government organizations throughout northwestern Pennsylvania.
“I am honored for the opportunity to lead Northwest Hospital Foundation, and to work closely with Theresa and
the board to develop new and exciting projects that support UPMC Northwest in its mission to provide high-quality
health care in our community,” explains Gill.
He concludes, “It is truly gratifying working with this group of highly qualified individuals. Their expertise and
professional experiences allow for many diverse and wide-reaching viewpoints, and that will support the mission
of Northwest Hospital Foundation.”

“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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A Fresh New Approach
To a Community Based Organization
The Chicken Coop Studio 306
A recently formed organization is
showcasing
itself
along
the
Allegheny in Emlenton, “The Chicken
Coop – Studio 306” has been created
as an incubator of art, education and
community events. Months ago a
group of folks representing the
Allegheny Clarion Valley came up
with a unique concept of workshops and lectures promoting
art and education in the Studio 306- Crawford Center.
The space is within the old Crawford School building which
is owned by Emlenton Borough but managed by Oil Region
Alliance. The Studio is beautifully lit with large banks of
windows. There is a cozy nook for small groups during a
“Drop In – Studio Time” or a larger space for easels and
tables in a classroom setting.
“The Chicken Coop- Studio 306” will soon launch its new
website, www.chickencoop.org created by a local business, “
The Singing Sparrow”. Regional lodging will promote The
Chicken Coop through links that will market the workshops,
lectures and events thus further promoting the region to
visitors from a far. Interesting topics will be covered such as,
“Painting Your Spaces”, “Nature’s Floral Art Crafts”, Web
Design, Make It and Take It Crafts and lectures on Health,
Wellness,
Home
Remodeling
Historic
Buildings,
Environments Along the River and many more. A GEMS
Science Class will also be offered to girls in 2-3 grades
monthly. Community Events will be an asset to the valley in
positive progress and economic reform.
On Tuesday- May 3rd a Regional Trail Forum will be held at
“The Chicken Coop – Studio 306” at 3:00 PM. This event will
focus on business and promotion of the region through the
trails. This event will kick off functions at The Coop for 20162017 season. Please check out Trailtowns site
www.trailtowns.org for rsvp and details of the agenda.
Come visit the Studio 306 and see firsthand what everyone is
clucking about, “The Chicken Coop’s “cool space!

Venango Area Chamber of Commerce ● (814) 676-8521 ● www.venangochamber.org
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Talkin’ ‘Bout My Generation
Make the most of your multigenerational work force by
understanding employees' unique strengths and how to
nurture them. The MBA's expert trainers will help you:





Distinguish the influences of different generations Baby Boomers, Generation X, Generation Y
and Millennial
Identify each generation's core values, recruiting tips,
motivators and retention tools
Offer motivation tips to engage each generation
Lead a group discussion on ideas to help make
everyone work together

DATE:
TIME:
COST:
LOCATION:

Wednesday, April 27,2016
9 a.m.-Noon
$99
Drake Well Museum, Titusville

TO REGISTER: Call Terry Nunez at 814/833-3200 or
800/815-2660, mail the form below to: 2171 West 38th
Street, Erie, PA, 16508 or visit www.mbausa.org.

Chamber Executive Director Susan Williams joins Luke
Ruot and Mark Heim every Wednesday Morning at 8:00
on The Morning Drill, updating listeners on the latest
news from the Chamber and the Venango Area. You can
tune in on the radio at 1230 AM or to the online video live
cast on www.streamnewsnow.com.
Do you have news you’d live Susan to share? Make sure to
call or email the Chamber any Tuesday to pass along your
news.

Ski Season is Over
The Oil City YMCA has some fun building projects in mind
for Camp Coffman and is looking for snow skis or
snowboards that are no longer being used. They can be old
or broken. Don't throw them away or bury them in the
garage or basement. Please drop them at the Y or you can
get them to me at the Chamber.
“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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#VenangoWorks
ABOUT Uhlig Lock & Safe
Full service co mmercial and
residential Locksmith and
Security
company including safe opening and
servicing, access control cctv camera
systems, automatic gate
operators
and alarm systems.

Uhlig Lock & Safe: U-NEED-US U-CALL-US

FAST FACTS

 Uhlig Lock & Safe is available
around the clock

Another great business has joined the Venango Area Chamber of
Commerce - Uhlig Lock & Safe. Originally started in 1938 by Clarence
Uhlig, Uhlig Lock & Safe provides security solutions to business,
industry, and homeowners in Western Pennsylvania and Eastern Ohio.
In 1972, Tom Uhlig, son of Clarence, began as an apprentice to his father
and has honed his skills through ongoing training and education. Tom
received a Certified Professional Safe Tech (CPS) from Safe and Vault
Technicians Association (SAVTA) - a designation held by only a small
percentage of locksmiths.
Uhlig Lock & Safe offers electronic and mechanical solutions, customized
to meet security needs. Their services include master key systems, lock
repair and replacement, hardware installation, re-keying locks and
cylinders, safe and vault opening and repair, security consolation, and
more.
“Most customers really don't know enough about what is available to
secure their premises,” said Tom. “Our approach is to survey the
situation, understand their concerns, and then educate our customers on
the options so they can make an informed decision.”

 Have designed and installed
custom security solutions for
banking, manufacturing, retail
and institutional clients.

 Family owned since 1938

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Uhlig Lock & Safe
P: (814) 724-2255
E: tuhlig@uhliglocksmith.com
F: www.facebook.com/
UhligLockSafe
W: www.uhliglocksmith.com

With an experienced, knowledgeable, trustworthy, and reliable team, Uhlig Lock & Safe has succeeded and
plans to continue to grow. At the end of last year, the company merged with Oil Region Security, a Franklinbased locksmith, enabling them to expand electronic security solutions and provide more local service to
customers in Venango County.
The business has doubled their space in Meadville - expanding their showroom. Here, customers can come
to see the latest in security equipment and safes, speak to a trained professional, and evaluate options to
meet their needs.
“Owning a business isn't for everyone. You have to be self-motivated, willing to
work long hours, and not get discouraged by the peaks and valleys that are
inevitable in business,” said Tom. We’re so glad he has worked so hard and we’re
excited to have him as a new member of the Venango Area Chamber of
Commerce!

Venango Area Chamber of Commerce ● (814) 676-8521 ● www.venangochamber.org
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#VenangoWorks

ABOUT Contempo Tech
Experience the Contempo Tech
difference…
... in how much cleaner your business
or home will look.
... in how much more professional
your service will be.

Contempo Tech Cleaning Service: Your All in One
Cleaning Service

FAST FACTS



Experienced
Serving Northwest Pennsylvania since
1988 in Erie, Crawford, Mercer,
Venango, Clarion and Butler Counties.

Please join us in welcoming Contempo Tech Cleaning Service as a new
member of the Venango Area Chamber of Commerce! Contempo Tech
Cleaning Service is a family owned business that serves the communities
of Venango, Clarion, and Crawford County.
John Amoroso, The President of Contempo Tech has been in the
commercial cleaning services since 1988 and founded Contempo Tech
Cleaning Services, Inc in 2003. John comes from a family that has been
known for it’s entrepreneurial spirit and along with his wife and children,
has continued this legacy in small business ownership.
Contempo Tech Cleaning Service is focused on janitorial, window
cleaning, pressure washing, carpet and upholstery cleaning, and roof
stain removal - one of their newer services. John enjoys the time he gets
to spend meeting with people to find out exactly what their needs are
and how his staff solve problems customers may not even realize can be
fixed.



Affordable
We meet your budget with a wide range
of services.



Secure
Employees are bonded and insured for
your protection.



Modern
We use the latest techniques and
products and work within the highest
safest standards.

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Contempo Tech
P: (814) 673-4198
E: contempotech@windstream.net

John is very proud of the customer satisfaction the company is known for
W: www.contempotechcleaning.com
and attributes this to his staff of 30, more than half who have been with
the business since the very beginning. John does not take his dedicated
staff for granted and takes every opportunity to show appreciation for work well done! He explains that new
employees joining the Contempo Tech Cleaning Service team receive two full weeks of hands on training to
ensure that all employees are well prepared to be successful.
When asked what advice John may have for other small business owners, he said: “It is very important to
stay self-disciplined every day and be attentive to customer calls and requests. Our team is ready to respond
to the needs of every new client as well as those long established relationships, with the same excellent
customer service ”
Contempo Tech Cleaning Service is always interested in meeting new businesses who are looking to have
their offices cleaned. Please contact John Amoroso to learn more about how Contempo Tech Cleaning Service
can be of service to your business!

“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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Chamber’s Online Directory Continues to Better Promote Member Businesses at www.venangoworks.org
The Chambers website is now easier than ever to access from your mobile device. By typing in the url listed
above, you will be immediately directed to the member directory, where you can search by business category
or alphabetically by business name.
We continue to share all of the contact information provided by each member, including primary contact,
address, phone, fax, email and website. We recently added a map link to make it even easier to locate the
physical location of businesses. We’ve also added Facebook banners, that will direct you right to a member’s
FB page or make it easy for your to “share the love” by clicking the “like” button right in the directory.
If you find your listing to be incomplete or if your Facebook page needs added, contact the Chamber right
away.

The Wilson Home - A Piece of Peace
After three long year’s , “The Wilson Home” awaits its first guest along the Allegheny River at the
southernmost point of Venango County in Emlenton, Pa. This cozy Craftsman style home has been restored
with recycled furniture and quaint accents to bring a sense of peace to folks wishing to enjoy our valley.
History is a treasure in our region and the Kentzel family labored to re-create the homes spaces to wrap
around its visitors much like the past families that once called the house, “Home.”
Ora Maude Wilson known to her family and the town as, “Grandma Wilson” made Emlenton her home on
103 River Avenue from 1934 until her death in 1952. For eighteen years Ora Maude lived alone but her,
“Rough and Ready” ginger cookies and famous cooking were known to many children. Her grand kids and
friends filled her porch along the river swinging on the swing after chores like digging out sod from her
brick sidewalk that still remains. Ora Maude made a peaceful and welcoming home to her family and friends
so it is fitting to name the simple vacation home in her honor she must be smiling as children swing again
and families sit in her kitchen and rest in her bedrooms.
The Galley Kitchen with its farm house table is ready to share long sit down meals. Upstairs the four
bedrooms that sleep 8 have wonderful views of the river and back gardens. The spacious bathrooms aid in
providing family the ability to enjoy the simple luxuries.
The Kentzel family that owns and operates the adjacent bed and breakfast, The Barnard House sees the two
homes as havens for folks visiting the valley for recreation. The Erie to Pittsburgh Trail stops at the front
door offering 60+ miles of wonderful vistas and both properties have access to the Allegheny River.
There is a movement across the nation that our valley is a
part of- TRAILS – having an economic impact. Visitor’s hail
from many state’s, some far from Pennsylvania’s boarders.
Small businesses are springing up in our rural towns that
welcome recreational guest to enjoy our valley and take back
memories of the beauty and history Grandma Wilson’s porch
and this region offers.
Come and visit soon for a Piece of
Peace and share the treasures that
last a lifetime.

Venango Area Chamber of Commerce ● (814) 676-8521 ● www.venangochamber.org

Catholic Heart Workcamp is Coming Back in 2016!
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Since 2013 the Oil City Area Catholic Heart Work Camp has
had groups of energetic teens and adults who came into our
area from all across the country, bringing relief to many
families in need of home repair. They offer painting, cleaning,
floor repair and other services to people in need. They are
coming back in 2016 with even more kids to provide even
more help!
This years’ camp will be during the week of July 4-9, 2016. We are right now in the process of recruiting the
home projects the kids will be working on. So, if you own your own home, and you have a minor home
repair need or small project and would like the teens and adults of the Oil City Area Catholic Heart Work
Camp to help you, please fill out an application today! Our volunteers will then be in contact with you to
discuss your need. Get on the list now! Applications will be taken through April 30, 2016 and can be picked up
at St. Elizabeth Center 311 Emerald Street, Oil City Pa., phone (814) 677-0203 or Lydia’s Stitches, 211 Seneca
Street, Oil City Pa., phone (814)-676-4727. Applications are also available on line via the City of Franklin’s
website: www.franklinpa.gov
Questions can also be directed to Eve Martino at Lydia’s Stitches, phone number (814)-676-4727.

The Power of Volunteering
By Kurtis Bell
In February, like many of you, I attended the Venango Chamber’s Annual Citizen of the Year Awards Dinner
to celebrate the accomplishments of Lee and Maureen James. It was a great night filled with many laughs,
good conversation, and opportunities to meet new faces. What I did not know, however, was that I was on
the docket as well. I was recognized as the Venango Chamber’s Volunteer of the Year. I am beyond honored
to be recognized as such in the community.
For some, there is a stigma surrounding the term “volunteering”. Many, myself included at one point, think
of long hours on your feet trying to corral people and offering directions when the term “volunteering” is
brought up. Although there is a bit of that involved, volunteering is a great way to get out, make a
difference in the community, meet some new people, and strengthen your network all while supporting a
good cause.
Recently I had the pleasure of helping out with a
local high school’s career fair. Throughout the
morning myself and others helped facilitate
interaction between students and the various
vendors as well as offer some insight on what life
brings after high school. It was tremendous to see
all the local business people that took time from
their day to lend a hand and guide students through
the fair, as well as the students’ willingness to share
their plans for their future with their guides.
Hopefully I see all of you out volunteering this year
through the community. Please contact the Chamber
as they may be able to fill you in on some
opportunities in which you could lend a hand.

Chamber Recognizes Volunteer of the Year
Kurtis Bell was recognized as the 2015
Volunteer of the Year at the Chamber Annual
Dinner in February.
Kurtis has been an active
member of FLEX, a
monthly contributor to
Venango
Works,
the
Chamber’s newsletter and
is always ready to lend a
hand when something
needs done.
Thank You Kurtis!
“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”

10

#VenangoWorks

ABOUT 84 Lumber

84 Lumber / Design Studio: Build on what we know!

84 Lumber was established in
Venango County as a
supplier of
building materials. New to the
location is the Kitchen and Bath
Design Studio built in 2015. It
exists with the main building and
provides a new service and
dimension to building and design.
FAST FACTS

We recently welcomed 84 Lumber as a new member of the Venango Area
Chamber of Commerce and we are especially excited to introduce one of
their newest features, Design Studio!
Manager Greg Peiffer is proud of their new display room and the services
now available for kitchen and bath design. 84 Lumber has had these
design studios in stores across the country for the last 7 to 8 years and
the Cranberry store is excited to have added this feature this year.
In the short time 84 Lumber has had Design Studio, they have completed
more than 20 projects with roughly 70% of these done with existing
customers. Although this is the case, they are always looking to meet and
introduce new clients to the great products and staff of 84 Lumber!
Denise Hutchison, kitchen and bath designer for Design Studio, brings
more than 20 years of experience in construction, artistry, architectural
drafting work, and kitchen and bath design, and is available to meet with
customers on site as well as in their homes. Denise strives to produce a
space that is not only beautifully designed and functional but will be for
many years to come as people transition through different stages of life
and their needs change. She welcomes any challenges that may come her
way and there is no added cost to using Denise's services to plan your
project!

 84 Lumber maintains its corporate





headquarters in Eighty Four, Pa.,
where the original store continues
to operate .
Design Studio offers services of a
designer without any added cost.
Denise is the first woman to work
in the Cranberry store in more than
12 years.
Greg Peiffer, who has been the
manager at Cranberry 84 Lumber
since it's opening in 1991, is
a well recognized fixture in the
community and is known for his
effervescence.

FOR MORE INFORMATION
84 Lumber
2717 St. Route 257
Cranberry, PA
P: (814) 677-8400
E: peifferg@0274.84lumber.com

The studio itself offers a show room of six kitchens, an office, and a soon
W: www.84lumber.com
to be expanded bathroom studio along with multiple displays of materials
to be used for any project. 84 Lumber carries three main lines of cabinets
with options for pre-build and semi-custom kitchens that can be available in as little as four weeks.
Kitchens purchased from the Design Studio may be installed by a customer’s current contractor or 84
Lumber can work with local contractors to complete the project. They are currently planning to add an
installation component directly from 84 Lumber.
84 Lumber continues to have many construction tools and supplies the business is known
for, but they also continue to look for ways to better serve their customers and will be
adding more merchandise displays in the near future. Greg and Denise both speak highly of
the local 84 Lumber team, which continues to be committed to the community, bringing the
very best to your new project and to the area!
Venango Area Chamber of Commerce ● (814) 676-8521 ● www.venangochamber.org
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Entrepreneurial Business Plan Contest Kick-Off Planned
The Oil Region Alliance of Business, Industry & Tourism will be kicking off the 2016 “Get on the Trail!’
Entrepreneurial Business Plan Contest for along the Erie to Pittsburgh Trail and you are invited to join
us!
When:
Where:

Time:

Wednesday, April 20, 2016
Bosa Nova Café
1236 Liberty Street
Franklin, PA. 16323
5:30 - 7:00 p.m.

Call the ORA at 814-677-3152 by April 18 to save your spot.
The contest officially opens on July 1 and is open to new or existing businesses that have an idea or
concept to meet the needs of trail users, so start thinking creatively! More information will be coming
next month about our two educational forums scheduled in May!

Regional Collaboration is Good Business!
Eve Martino and Sue Wren, owners of Lydia’s Stitches, have been
collaborating with local businesses and individuals to enhance
services to their customers. “We are very fortunate to have
businesses, with similar focus, willing to work with us to achieve
common goals,” said Martino.
JoAnn Straub, Stitch’n To Go, is one of those fine establishments.
Stitch’n To Go is an embroidery shop that also provides some
mending and alteration services. Straub stated, “This collaborative
effort works out for all of us.” Straub has helped with some
overflow this past winter by providing mending, zippers and coat
repairs for Lydia’s Stitches. The staff at Lydia’s also refers any
embroidery projects to Stitch’n To Go and Straub refers bridal and
prom alteration jobs back to Lydia’s Stitches.
The staff at Lydia’s Stitches are often asked about the best place to purchase gowns and other formal
wear. The reply is always the same. “Nicole’s Bridal has the largest selection with the newest trends in
formal wear.” stated Marino. Often the staff at Nicole’s Bridal will return the referral when they are asked
where to get their new attire altered.
The ladies at Lydia’s Stitches are trying out something new too! Oil City is a part of the Trail Town Project
and Oil City is known for its art. Local artist, Mary Beth Dunn, is displaying her paintings on the walls of
the shop. Dunn is tickled that her artwork will be seen and enjoyed by others. “I am so excited to have my
paintings on display for others to see and enjoy.” Dunn. The goal is to attract the folks that will be coming
through town to stop, look, and enjoy some of what Oil City has to offer.
Martino and Wren like to think outside of the box when it comes to making their business run more
efficiently. They also encourage small businesses everywhere to collaborate with their community
members and colleagues.
“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”

12

Admissions Visit Day – Saturday, April 16,
2015 from 2-4 p.m. at Venango Campus
Robert W. Rhoades - 1801 West 1st St. in Oil City
Eligible prospective students can visit to learn about
academics, admissions, student life, and financial aid. A
student can apply and receive a fee waiver at the event.
They may also receive an on-the-spot decision if they
bring high school and any applicable college transcripts,
as well as SAT or ACT scores (only if student has not been
out of high school for more than 3 years). This event will
also feature a Health Sciences Simulation Lab experience.
Students can register to attend the event at Clarion.edu/
Venango or by calling Admissions at 814-393-1211.

Sponsor a Day
at the Franklin Public Library
The Franklin Public Library has started a new promotion in
2016. Donors can promote their business or organization
and help support the library as well. For a donation of
$100.00, any individual, group or business can sponsor a
day at the Franklin Public Library. The sponsor may choose
any day of the year that the library is open.
Promote your organization as a library supporter
Honor a special person on their birthday or anniversary
Commemorate a special event.
The library will send a notification to the loved one or their
family of the sponsorship.
Your sponsorship will be displayed on signs in the library,
on our website and social media, and in our newsletter.

Oil City Main Street Program
Annual Meeting & Social
Join the Oil City Main Street Program on Monday April
18th, 5 – 7 pm in the Great Room of the National Transit
Building for our Annual Meeting & Social. Enjoy light
refreshments, mingle with Main Street volunteers and
downtown businesses, and see what the Oil City Main
Street Program has been up to this past year! RSVP to
Kathy Bailey at kbailey@oilregion.org or (814) 677-3152.
Venango Area Chamber of Commerce ● (814) 676-8521 ● www.venangochamber.org
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Museums Offer Package Ticket
The Venango Museum of Art, Science and Industry, located
at 270 Seneca Street Oil City and the DeBence Antique
Music World, located at 1261 Liberty Street, Franklin, have
joined together to provide a package ticket for both
museums. As of April 1, 2016 and continuing through
October 31, 2016 you may purchase a discounted package
ticket, providing admission to both museums, within one
week from the date of purchase. The museums are hoping
that this will encourage both residents and visitors to the
area to visit both of these unique, treasured museums.
The Venango Museum houses the permanent exhibit Oil:
Black Gold or Black Magic which is 10 thematic areas
asking the question “Was the discovery of Oil Black Gold or
Black Magic”. We also have a 1928 Wurlitzer Organ which
we can demonstrate to visitors which is included in the
admission price.
The DeBence Antique Music World houses a collection of
over 250 antique mechanical musical instruments dating
from the mid 1800’s to the 1970’s. Your admission price
includes a guided tour of the museum, including a chance
to hear many of the instruments as they are played.
For additional information regarding this collaboration
between the Venango Museum of Art, Science and Industry
and DeBence Antique Music World, including the hours of
operations for the museums, please contact the Venango
Museum at 814-676-2007 or DeBence Antique Music
World at 814-432-8350.

Oil City “Adopt-A-Block” Program Begins
The Oil City Main Street Program’s Safe, Clean & Green
Committee is launching its “Adopt-A-Block” cleanup
program for 2016. The program encourages local
businesses, organizations, churches and other groups to
help keep downtown Oil City streets looking neat, clean
and attractive to visitors and residents alike.
Interested groups may visit www.oilcitymainstreet.org to
view the Adopt-A-Block flyer with more details, a list of
streets and areas, and link to the online registration form.
Groups may register at any time but are encouraged to
register by April 15 and schedule their first cleanup
before the City’s annual Wash Day in late April. Questions
may be directed to Sarah Merkel at
smcmerkel@gmail.com or Kathy Bailey at
kbailey@oilregion.org.
“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”

14 “Oil City Uncorked” Wine

Walk: Tickets on Sale Now
Oil City’s wine walk set for Friday, April 29th
“Oil City Uncorked” will be held on Friday April 29th from 5 – 8 pm and will feature an evening of wine
sampling and complimentary hors d’ouevres at various downtown businesses. Eleven wineries are
confirmed, including Allegheny Cellars Winery, Foxburg Wine Cellars, Starr Hill/MyGarden Winery,
Twisted Vine Winery, Deer Creek, Wilhelm Winery, Laurel Mountain Vineyard, Presque Isle Wine Cellars,
Wapiti Ridge Wine Cellars, The Winery at Wilcox, and Webb Winery.
Wineries will be located at various Southside Business
District businesses. Tickets are $20 advance or $25 at the
walk (while supplies last) and are on sale now at the Oil
Region Alliance Office, 217 Elm Street and the Venango Area
Chamber of Commerce Office, 41 Main Street.
On the day of the walk, ticket holders may check-in at the
Edward Jones Office at 105 East First Street to pick up their
free wine glass and list of winery locations. A valid ID is
required on event day. Ticket holders may stroll to each
winery location at their leisure, and pick up their wine
purchases at the Oil City Library (basement). All samples
must be consumed inside the host business. The event has
been approved by Oil City Council.
“Oil City Uncorked” is sponsored by Edward Jones - Donna
Rapp, Friedhaber’s, Gates & Burns Realty, H&R Block, State
Street Furniture, and Wilson Real Estate. Additional
sponsors are needed to offset event costs; and all proceeds
of the event benefit the downtown revitalization efforts of
the Oil City Main Street Program. For further information,
contact Kathy Bailey, Main Street Manager, at (814) 6773152 ext. 101 or kbailey@oilregion.org.

Guide to the Oil Region
The Oil Region Alliance proudly
presents the 2016 “Guide to the
Oil Region. You can pick up a copy
at the Oil Region Alliance, the
Venango Chamber and at various
locations around the region.

To download the guide online, visit:
http://www.oilregion.org/files/2016vg.pdf
Venango Area Chamber of Commerce ● (814) 676-8521 ● www.venangochamber.org
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Friends of Oil Creek Recognized by DCNR
The Friends of Oil Creek were honored at the 2016 DCNR
conference on Wednesday, March 23rd. The Friends group
received The Group Volunteer Award at a banquet luncheon
held in State College. The group was nominated by Oil Creek
State Park’s manager, Dave Hallman. He nominated the
group based on all the work and time they have volunteered
in promoting and improving the park the past year.
There are quite a few events and activities sponsored by the
Friends group. One which includes the summer biathlon,
which held its 10th annual event in 2015. The 2016 event is
scheduled for August 13th at the park.
Chicks-in-the-sticks another event held by the Friends group.
It is in its 3rd year; with this year’s event to be held Saturday,
June 18th. It is a day for women to spend in the park engaging
in outdoor activities. Throughout the year, the group also
holds xc night skis and a ski clinic. They helped serve dinner
to the runners and their families during the Oil Creek 100
race.
The Over the Hill Gang, in coordination with the Friends
group, has been instrumental in the park. They help maintain
the hiking trails and maintaining bridges and benches
throughout the park. The big project this year and 2015 has
been the clearing of dead ash trees around the park. They
have assisted greatly in cutting and clearing the old trees out.
The Friends group with the assistance of Greenways, has
secured a grant through the PNC Charitable Trust
Foundation for a new playground to be built at the park in
the Egbert picnic area. Construction is slated to start soon
with completion anticipated by Memorial Day 2016.
The Friends group supports several other running events;
including, a volunteer group that does projects on the park’s
xc-ski trails and races in the park, the Queen City Duathlon
and the Hundred Acre Wood 10 Miler.
More information can be found on the Friends website:
www.friendsocsp.org

Congratulations to the Friends of Oil Creek and all
of your hard work and for a well-deserved award!
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Board of Directors
David Snedden, Pres
Greg Merkel, V.P.
Frank Hajduk, Sec.
Matt Caldwell, Treas.
Rebecca Beach
Dr. Kate Eckert
Dr. Roxanne Gonzales
Shari Hamilton
Butch Hargenrader
Jeannie Henry
Jake Hickman
Deb Lutz
Ashley McCauley
Joyce Morgan
Trenton Moulin

Hagan Business Machines
Mcfate & Merkel Law Office

Chamber Events Calendar
APRIL

SCORE
Caldwell Printing Services
Clarion County Community Bank
Eckert Chiropractic
Clarion University
Friends of Drake Well Museum

1
14
17
21

Pepsi Bottling Company
Urban Insurance Agency
Hickman Lumber
Oil Region Alliance
Northwest Savings Bank
UPMC Northwest

FLEX Presents - Quality Inn Franklin 6:30 PM
Business After Hours Mixer - Venango CASA, 5-7PM
Board of Directors Meeting 8AM
Business After Hours Mixer - Clarion University, Venango
College, 5-7PM

MAY
12 Business After Hours Mixer - Venango Museum, 5-7PM
19 Board of Directors Meeting 8AM

Bridge Builders Community
Foundations

STAFF
Susan Williams
Dottie Tawney
Ashley Cowles

Executive Director
Executive Assistant
Intern, Kent State University

COMMUNITY CALENDAR OF EVENTS AVAILABLE AT
WWW.VENANGOCHAMBER.ORG/CALENDAR

Venango Area Chamber of Commerce ● (814) 676-8521 ● www.venangochamber.org

Young Professionals of the Year Named for 2016
While we are very excited to announce the 2016 Young Professional of the Year, as of this publishing, the
winner has not been announced. Watch for photos from FLEX Presents in the May issue of FYI. Please join
us in congratulating each of this year’s nominees. You can read about each one in this issue of FYI.
We want to thank all of our generous sponsors who contributed to making 2016 FLEX Presents a success
and Nick Cianci, our guest speaker.

Major Sponsor
Commissioner Vince Witherup
Event Sponsors
Joy Global
Clarion University - Venango College
Northwest Savings Bank

PATRON SPONSORS
Caldwell Printing Services
Edward Jones Seneca
Galaxy Federal Credit Union
Pepsi
The Quality Inn & Conference Center
Trenton Moulin & BreAnn Chisholm
UPMC Northwest
Wanango Golf Club

Volume 3| Issue 4| April 2016

Meet our Nominees
Brooke Clarke is the House & Events Director for Wanango Country Club located in Reno, Pennsylvania.
She has extensive experience in the food and beverage industry, with over 15 years of knowledge and
craft culminating in her current role. With regards to community involvement, Brooke has always
focused on her participation in multiple church missionary endeavors, promoting awareness for local
charitable needs and helping those less fortunate. Brooke makes sure to connect her two sons, Zachary
and Isaac, to community involvement to show them the benefits of giving back. As Brooke begins her
second year at Wanango Country Club, she continues to focus on innovative ideas for new community
events while joining with local organizations to donate proceeds to those in great need.

Dr. Kate Eckert is a Chiropractor and owner of Eckert Chiropractic, located in Oil City, Pennsylvania.
Professionally, Dr. Kate is constantly furthering her education by obtaining Active Release Technique,
Pregnancy Chiropractic, Infant and Pediatric Chiropractic certifications. Outside of the office, Dr. Kate
truly practices what she preaches. She stays active by enjoying the outdoors and instructing yoga
classes at Broad Street Yoga in Grove City and upcoming instruction at Impel Pilates and Yoga in
Franklin. Dr. Kate has shared her wealth of knowledge by giving presentations on foam rolling, health
and the alleviation of symptoms for arthritis and autoimmune disease to multiple support groups and
audiences in the area. Dr. Kate is currently a board member for the Oil City YMCA and the Venango
Area Chamber of Commerce. Eckert volunteers her services for multiple community functions,
including local festivals, lift-a-thons, and triathlon events.
Continued on page 3 and 4.
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Kevin Harriet has taught at Oil City High School since 2003 and has been involved in many activities and
events in the local community. He has coached high school softball and baseball. He ran a table tennis club at
the school for 4 years. He started the Math and Physics Club at Oil City High School that holds a canned food
drive every year and PI Day activities. He helps out and emcees at the Homecoming parade and Turkey Bowl
fundraiser and also assists with the Cranberry softball league tee ball program and with the YMCA. He is in
charge of the “Student of the Week” selection process in conjunction with The Derrick for the Oil City High
School. He helps out with mock interviews for Clarion University’s math education department. He also helps
lead a group of students in volunteering for Oil City’s Wash Day.

Shelly Hart currently works for the Venango Visiting Nurses Association (VNA) Foundation in Franklin, PA
as a marketing representative. Hart is dedicated to her work and to patients served by the Venango VNA.
She is also involved in the planning of the organization’s annual children and teen bereavement camps:
Camp Good Grief, Horses for Healing, and Hope for the Holidays. Hart’s commitment to restoring the care
hospice patients are receiving and to help the grieving individuals in our community is evident in her
everyday professional life.
Outside of the workplace, Hart has volunteered with the VARHA (Venango Area Riding for the Handicapped
Association) to organize events for children and adults who have recently lost a loved one. Her other
volunteer work includes serving as an annual volunteer for the Thanksgiving Dinner Distribution at the
Rocky Grove Fire Hall.

Trevor Johnson is a Spanish Teacher at Oil City High School. He has been the head girls’ cross country
coach for the past 4 years and the distance track coach for the last 3 years. He goes over and above to find
extra track events for the students to participate in outside of the regular season, volunteering his time and
resources. Trevor has been instrumental in planning student aboard trips to Spain and Costs Rica. Prior to
Trevor’s organized trips, one had not been taken with the high school since the 2001-02 school year. While
in Costs Rica with his students, he a led a service learning tour planting mangroves to reforest the shores.
Trevor has served as student council advisor for five years. As advisor, he has overseen the organization of
the Homecoming parade, homeless night to raise awareness of homelessness and visiting Golden Living
Center to play Bingo monthly with the residents and hosting a prom event for them.

Casey McVay is deep-rooted in Clarion University’s
Venango Campus community, representing Clarion
across the region as an Assistant Coordinator of
Admissions and Financial Aid. She is a knowledgebase for prospective students about the university
and assists them at every stage of the enrollment
process. McVay oversees Venango Campus’ social
media presence, Student Ambassadors, and
Admissions Visit Programs, as well as volunteers as a
student club advisor for SEED (Studying, Engaging,
Exploring, Discipleship), which organizes campus
programming, off-campus events, fundraising, and
community services projects, and missions.
McVay volunteers for the Pennsylvania Association of College Admissions
Counseling and is a member of the Board of Directors for the Franklin Area
Chamber of Commerce and the Barrow-Civic Theatre, where she also
performs and choreographs. McVay is passionate about civic engagement,
leadership development, and networking. She holds her role as the
President of FLEX (Future Leaders’ and Entrepreneurs’ Exchange) to be the
most important volunteer position. She connects young professionals in the
area to opportunities, assists in the development of monthly newsletter,
coordinates future leader training, and is diligently working on the First
Annual Oil Heritage Bike ‘n Brew Festival.

FLEX ● (814) 676-8521 ● www.VenangoFLEX.org

Nick Hess is the owner of an Oil City antique shoppe called The Printer's Cabinet & Curiosities. Hess is
passionate about providing quality merchandise so he travels extensively in and out of the country looking
for items he can bring home for his shoppe. Most recently, Hess spent time abroad in Europe and annually
sets up a pop-up shoppe in Brooklyn, NY. He sells and promotes his business at other various flea, antique,
and artisanal markets from Pittsburgh to New York City. He also creates jewelry, art, and up-cycled goods
for resale.
Outside of his business, Hess volunteers at the Barrow Civic Theatre, where he is a new member of the
Board of Directors, and participates in theater productions as an actor, costumer, set builder, and assists
with the maintenance of the warehouse facilities. He has acted for Community Playhouse and is a sit-in
Director for St. Stephen’s School’s annual play.
Greg Merkel is an attorney at the Law Office of McFate & Merkel in Seneca. Merkel holds a B.A. from the
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign and a J.D. from the Charlotte School of Law, where he graduated
with honors. His community involvement includes service as the Vice President of the Board of Directors
of the Venango Area Chamber of Commerce; a member of the Board of Directors of the Venango Museum
of Art, Science and Industry; a member of the Board of Directors of the Oil City Salvation Army; a member
of FLEX; a member of the Board of Directors of the Open Door Cafe; and a member of Petrolia Lodge 363, F.
& A.M. Most recently, Merkel has taken a leadership role in the efforts to save Venango Catholic High
School. He resides in Franklin with his wife, Sarah, and their two young children.
Chris Simms is the Associate Vice President of Investments for Stifle Financial Corporation, where he
builds long-lasting relationships with his clients and their families based on trust and transparency. His
area of focus is Investment planning with an emphasis on 401(k) rollovers, IRA consolidation, retirement
income strategies, retirement planning, wealth management strategies, asset management strategies, and
estate planning strategies.
Simms is also Chairman of two boards, the Keystone Community Education Council and the Franklin Area
Chamber of Commerce, which he also serves on the Applefest Core Committee. He is the Vice President of
the Oil City Civic Center and a board member of the Franklin High School Alumni Scholarship Committee.
Before his current career at Stifle, he was a law enforcement officer. Also in the past, Simms has
volunteered for Franklin Middle School as an assistant football coach, Big Brothers/Big Sisters of Indiana
County, and the Franklin Elks Lodge.
Aimee Thompson is a current First Grade Teacher
at Hasson Heights Elementary School in Oil City,
Pennsylvania. Aimee grew up locally in the area,
attending Titusville Area High School before
enrolling at Penn State Behrend and Clarion
University in obtaining her Bachelor’s Degree in
Elementary Education. Next month, Aimee is on
track to graduate from Edinboro University with
her Master’s Degree in Early Childhood Education.
Prior to joining Hasson Heights Elementary School
on a full-time basis, Aimee was a substitute Teacher
within the Oil City Area School District and a certified Kindergarten
Teacher at the Titusville YMCA.
Along with strengthening and mentoring the knowledge of her students in
the classroom, Aimee is committed to growth and development initiatives
outside of the classroom. She is the Co-Chair for Membership at the
Seneca Reading Council and a member at both the International Reading
Association and the Pennsylvania State Education Association. She
currently volunteers her time to lead and support activities and field day
events at Hasson Heights Elementary School. Aimee Thompson’s
undeniable drive and passion for teaching has given the next generation a
positive role model in which her students can look up to for guidance and
support as they begin the foundation of their educational paths.
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Oil Heritage Festival Bike ‘n Brew Update
The invitations have gone out and details are progressing for the first annual Oil Heritage Festival Bike ‘n
Brew.
We are planning a day bicycling activities in right in and around Oil City throughout the day, during our 39th
Oil Heritage Festival, on Friday, July 22nd 2016. We hope to establish stations downtown to educate riders in
basics cycling etiquette and maintenance. We hope to offer a shuttle service to various points on the trail
during the day and we are going to put together a set of Strava (online app) challenges in our area. We would
love to show off new cycling products and services, offered by local bike shops and outdoor vendors. We
invite you to find out how you can be involved, in helping to organize the day’s event, as a volunteer or as a
rider that day.
Our area has locations for multiple cycling disciplines. The Erie to Pittsburgh trail system runs through our
towns. Both Two Mile Run County Park and Clear Creek State Park offer mountain bike trails for all abilities
and our miles of rural roadways are a plus for road cyclists. Your participation with this endeavor would
help in making this a successful event.
We have confirmed the location of the Brewfest, which will be held from 5:00 - 8:00 PM, to be Cornplanter
Square, also known as the historic Oil City National Bank Building. Microbreweries from Northwester PA and
beyond have been invited to join us to offer samplings.
Watch this newsletter and the Chamber website for more information and to find out when tickets for the
brewfest will be available. If you have a favorite brewery, please encourage them to join us on July 22md, by
responding to the information they have received or by contacting the Chamber office at 814-676-8521.

OHF Bike ‘n Brew
July 22, 2-16
Bike - all day! Scheduled activities TBA
Brewfest - 5-8 PM, Cornplanter Square Building
OUR MISSION
FLEX represents the needs and interests of Young Professionals by positioning ourselves
as leaders, entrepreneurs and advocates for the sustainability of the Venango Area
through civic engagement, leadership development, and networking.

Where you’ll find FLEX:
Friday, April 15, 6 p.m. -- FLEX Social Friday - Location TBA
Wednesday, April 20, Noon - Regular Meeting at Chamber Office
Chamber events: Check out the Chamber’s Calendar of Events at
www.venangochamber.org

email: flex@venangochamber.org
FLEX ● (814) 676-8521 ● www.VenangoFLEX.org
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S NAPS HOTS F RO M T HE
C HAMBER G OLF S CRAMBLE

V ENANGO A REA
C HAMBER OF C OMMERCE

WanaNgo Golf Club
314 Chestnut Street
Reno, PA
Thursday, June 23, 2016

(814) 676-8521
Fax: (814) 676-8185
www.venangochamber.org

[11AM shotgun start]

V E N A N G O A R E A C H A M B E R O F C O M M E RC E

We hope to
have a full
lineup of men’s,
women’s and
mixed teams for
this year’s
Chamber Golf
Scramble. Skill
prizes and team prizes will be awarded, and
there will also be door prizes and
a hole-in-one prize opportunity (sponsored
by Williams Insurance & Travel).
Prizes:
Mens/Womens/Mixed Divisions
Skill Prizes

SPONSORSHIP INFORMATION
The Chamber’s Annual Golf Scramble serves as a fun
activity and mixer for the membership while serving as
an important fundraiser. For the event to be a success
this year, we need your help...please consider being a
sponsor.

Sign up for: SPONSORSHIPS

BANNER SPONSOR $550

COST

BANNER SPONSOR

$ 550

EVENT SPONSOR

$ 100

HOLE SPONSOR

$ 50



Major Sponsorship Banner with logo



Recognition in Chamber Newsletter
“VenangoWorks”

FOURSOME

$ 400



Includes a foursome

DINNER ONLY

$

Sign up for: GOLFING

EVENT SPONSOR $100


Sponsorship banner with name



Recognition in Chamber Newsletter
“VenangoWorks”

Golf Contests
Interested in playing but no team?
Contact us for available opportunities.

RESERVATION FORM

HOLE SPONSOR $50



Sponsorship sign placed at sponsored hole with
logo
Recognition in Chamber Newsletter
“VenangoWorks”

COST

30

Yes, I would like to volunteer, please contact
me.
Yes, I will donate a door prize.
Description of Door Prize: _____________________
TOTAL:
COMPANY NAME
PLAYERS
1
2
3
4

ADDRESS
PHONE

METHOD OF PAYMENT

□ Please Invoice □ Check Enclosed □ Credit Card
NOTE: DOOR PRIZES MAY BE DROPPED OFF AT
THE CHAMBER OR AT THE SCRAMBLE, OR CALL
676-8521 FOR US TO PICK THEM UP! THANKS!

Checks payable to: VACC
Please fill out the following information if paying by Credit Card.
Please print Credit Card Numbers on the lines provided below:
___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___

3-digit Verification Code: ___ ___ ___

50/50 ● DOOR PRIZES ● MULLIGANS

Expiration Date: ___ ___ /___ ___

OR register ONLINE at www.venangochamber.org

