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Pictured  on front L-R: Front row: Trenton Moulin, Frank Hajduk, Susan Williams,  
Matt Caldwell, David Snedden, Ashley McCauley  
Second row: Dr. Roxanne Gonzales, Kate Eckert, Butch Hargenrader, Dottie Tawney, 
Jeannie Henry, Joyce Morgan, Deb Lutz, Rebecca Beach.  
Missing from this photo are Greg Merkel, Sheri Hamilton and Jake Hickman   

Ribbon Cutting & Grand Opening Celebrations 
 

Is your business celebrating a grand opening at a new location?   
Invite the Chamber, and we will extend the invitation to: 
 

 Public Officials 

 Chamber Board Members 

 Chamber Ambassadors 

 FLEX members 

 
We’ll bring the ribbon and extra large 20” scissors! 

The 2016 Venango Chamber Board Retreat  
 

The Chamber’s Board of Directors met on Thursday, January 21st at Whitehall Camp 
and Conference Center for its annual board retreat.  New Board member Trenton 
Moulin lead team building exercises and board Secretary Frank Hajduk lead a 
review of the five year strategic plan.   
 
Members who are interested is volunteering to serve on 
committees or in leadership of the chamber should contact 
Executive Director Susan Williams or Board President David 
Snedden. 

http://www.linkedin.com/groups?home=&gid=1505497&trk=anet_ug_hm&goback=.nmp_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1.npv_24209418_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_spm*4pic_*1
http://www.linkedin.com/groups?home=&gid=1505497&trk=anet_ug_hm&goback=.nmp_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1.npv_24209418_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_spm*4pic_*1
https://twitter.com/venangochamber
https://twitter.com/venangochamber
http://www.youtube.com/user/VenangoChamber
https://twitter.com/venangochamber
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Venango-Area-Chamber-of-Commerce/105969715560
http://instagram.com/venangochamber?ref=badge
http://instagram.com/venangochamber?ref=badge
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/Venango-Area-Chamber-Commerce-1505497/about
https://www.youtube.com/user/VenangoChamber
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Don't Ignore Your Listing! 
 

As a member of the Venango Chamber of Commerce you 
are listed on the Venango Chamber's online   directory on 
the web site, as well as in the annual printed directory.  
When's the last time you looked at what your listed 
categories are?  When's the last time you checked to see 
what key words you have within your online directory 
listing?  Maximizing your listing is essential.  It helps 
potential customers find you easier and builds your SEO 
as your online chamber listing is part of your SEO 
framework. 
 

Ask yourself: 

 

 Are my listings and contact information current? 
 Do my listings allow the public and other chamber members to easily find me? 
 Do my listings reflect the core of my business products and services? 
 Have I included key words and used those key words within my profile? 
 Do I even have a profile or business summary showing with my listing? 

 

If you notice that your listing needs updated, now is a great time to make changes.  Simply contact the 
Chamber and they will revise your listing and profile as needed.  You can have as many listed categories as 
you want, but there is a $15 charge for each additional category listing after your first one. 

 

Visit the online directory at  www.venangochamber.org/chamber/member-directory/ and check your 
listing to make sure it properly reflects your business or organization. 

Northwest Commission to Host Government Contracting Training Event 
 

The Northwest Commission Procurement Technical Assistance Center (PTAC) will present a free training 
seminar entitled “Doing Business with DLA” on Wednesday, February 24, from 9:00 A.M. - Noon in the 
commission’s Conference Room, 395 Seneca Street, Oil City, PA 16301. Co-sponsors of the event are the 
Clarion University Small Business Development Center (SBDC), the Oil Region Alliance and the Venango Area 
Chamber of Commerce. 
 

The Defense Logistics Agency (DLA) is the agency of the U.S. Department of Defense that provides the Army, 
Navy, Air Force, Marine Corps and other federal agencies with nearly 100 percent of the consumable items 
needed to operate – from food, fuel and spare parts to uniforms, medical supplies, and construction and 
barrier equipment. 
 

This session will cover how and what DLA buys and provide attendees with basic knowledge on how to use 
the agency’s internet bid board system (DIBBS) and technical data forms (c-Folders) to find opportunities 
and bid on solicitations.  The sponsoring organizations will also discuss their services and how to use them 
to assist in developing, growing and nurturing continued business success. 
 

For more information or to register for this FREE seminar, please contact Cris Pierce at 

crisp@northwestpa.org, 814-677-4800 x102 or register online at www.northwestpa.org/calendar-of-

events/. 

http://www.venangochamber.org/chamber/member-directory/
mailto:crisp@northwestpa.org
http://www.northwestpa.org/calendar-of-events/
http://www.northwestpa.org/calendar-of-events/
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Providing scholarships and the opportunity for students to 
further their education after high school is a component of 
service that Bridge Builders Community Foundations 
provides to students in our area.  Last year Bridge Builders 
Community Foundations granted over $185,000 in 
scholarships to students in our area.  
  

To help better serve students, the applications for the 
scholarships that the Community Foundation administers 
are online and accepting application starting January 
11th.  This safe and secure online application will be 
available until April 1st, 2015 for all students wishing to 
apply. 
  

Students in Venango, Forest or Clarion Counties can apply 
at www.bridgebuilderscommunityfoundations.org/
receive/apply-for-scholarship  

Scholarships Available for Area Students 

High school seniors can now apply for a Pennsylvania 
House of Representatives Scholarship to help cover the 
costs of higher education.  Each year, two students 
preparing for post-secondary education are awarded four-
year scholarships through the program. It is open to 
graduating high school seniors who are Pennsylvania 
residents with plans to attend a Pennsylvania college, 
university or career school as a full-time student. Students 
must have attained a minimum 3.0 cumulative grade point 
average in high school in order to be eligible for the 
scholarship. A student’s commitment to community, 
leadership qualities, extracurricular activities and financial 
need are also taken into consideration. Application materials 

must be received by March 1.  

Students can apply at http://www.tfec.org/scholarships/
pennsylvania-house-of-representatives-scholarship 

http://www.mcfateandmerkel.com/
http://www.bertklapecinc.com/
http://www.barrsinsurance.com/
http://www.oilcityhotel.com/
http://www.bridgebuilderscommunityfoundations.org/receive/apply-for-scholarship
http://www.bridgebuilderscommunityfoundations.org/receive/apply-for-scholarship
http://www.tfec.org/scholarships/pennsylvania-house-of-representatives-scholarship
http://www.tfec.org/scholarships/pennsylvania-house-of-representatives-scholarship
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Upcoming Events for Plaza Lanes and 
Seneca Lanes 
  

Looking for a place that is fun for all 
ages?  Look no further than Plaza 
Lanes and Seneca Lanes!  While we 
always offer great open bowling 
events, the month of January kicks off 
new mini leagues for all ages and 
abilities. 
 

Hershey Park Family Outing League– This mini league 
promises fun for the whole family. Everyone in the league 
will receive a ticket for Turkey Hill Experience for a summer 
getaway.  The first place team will also receive an overnight 
stay at Hershey Lodge and tickets for the family to Hershey 
Park.    
 

Community Heroes League – Teams on this league 
compete for a $1,000 First Place Prize to donate to the 
Community Hero of choice.  This is a great way to show your 
support to the local Fire Department, Police & Safety 
Agencies and Emergency Medical Units. 
 

Contact Plaza Lanes at 814-676-4618 for further 

information. 

Youth Alternatives Valentine’s Dance 

Youth Alternatives is holding its annual fundraiser to 
benefit the Children's Camping Program. Held at the 
Pulaski Club Saturday February 13th. Doors open at 7pm, 
band starts playing at 8pm, music by ROUTE 8. Tickets are 
$10.00 in advance or $12.00 at the door. Tickets are being 
sold at both Youth Alternatives locations, the Pulaski Club 
and Venango Chamber Of Commerce. For more info call 
676-5785 or 346-0188.  

The Graffiti Gallery, located in the Transit Building on 
Seneca Street in Oil City, will exhibit “Color and Lines” 
featuring Jennifer Howison from February 12th to March 
12th. Artists can drop  off art on February 6th from noon 
to 2pm. Learn more about the exhibit at  
www.graffitigalleryoc.org 

http://www.for-cu.com/
http://www.hagan1.com/
http://www.hiexpress.com/franklinpa
http://www.gillconsult.com/
http://www.graffitigalleryoc.org/
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We’re very excited to welcome Billy’s, a local bar know as the “#1 Night 
Spot in Oil City,” as a member of the Venango Area Chamber of 
Commerce! Billy’s was opened by Billy Hadley when he was a young 24-
year-old looking to get into the bar business. Hadley was actually a 
patron of The Stanchion, the former bar where Billy’s is now located, 
and didn’t hesitate to buy the business when the opportunity arose. 
 
This “night bar” is open seven days a week from 7pm to 2am, except for 
Wednesdays when it opens at 5pm for the popular all you can eat wing 
buffet. The bar often hosts bands for nightly entertainment and has 
been a non-smoking location for the past three years. Billy’s employs 
about 10 people, including bartenders, a cook, a runner, and a 
maintenance and repairman.  
 
When walking into Billy’s, you may notice the historic décor, most of which was carried over from The 
Stanchion. Hadley has remodeled the building over the years, but still wanted to keep these items which 
give it a unique feeling.  
 
Many are familiar with Hadley as the owner of Billy’s, but may not be aware that he also owns Seneca 
Street Apartments, the two floors of 20 efficiency apartments located in the same building as the bar. 
Hadley told us he loves how diverse his business is—one day he could be focused on products and 
entertainment for the bar, and the next he could be working on the apartment rentals. He also enjoys the 
small, close-knit community in Venango County and having regular customers. “It allows me to really get 
to know customers and take care of them,” Hadley said.  
 
Billy’s will celebrate its 20th anniversary in December! Hadley’s two sons plan to help with the business in 

the near future and Hadley hopes they enjoy it as much as he has over the years! 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
 
Billy’s 
 
P: (814) 678-2582 
 
 
E:  billyhadley@yahoo.com 
 
 
F: www.facebook.com/Billys-
653912451343812 

BILLY’S: YOUR PLACE FOR GOOD TIMES AND GREAT 
FOOD 

#VenangoWorks 

 
ABOUT BILLY’S 
 
Billy’s is a bar located in downtown Oil 
City, offering great food and good 
times! 
 
 
BILLY’S  FAST FACTS 
 

 Celebrating 20 years in December 

 Has sold over a million wings 
during Wednesday wing nights 

 Building also houses 20 efficiency 
apartments on two floors above 
Billy’s 

mailto:billyhadley@yahoo.com
http://www.facebook.com/Billys-653912451343812
http://www.facebook.com/Billys-653912451343812
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Preservation Workshop  Planned in May 
 
The Oil Region Alliance is hosting a one-day Preservation Workshop on Saturday, May 21, at the Venango 
Museum of Art, Science & Industry and nearby venues in Oil City, PA.  There will be tours & 
talks.  Scheduled programs include: “Kitchen Design Strategies for Older and Historic Homes”, “Fire 
Prevention & Suppression in Historic Buildings” and “To HARB or not to HARB”.  A guided walking tour 
on Oil City’s north side business district, “Great Expectations”, will show three buildings in various stages 
of commercial rehabilitation.   
 

Tours will also be offered of the Oil City Library, the Latonia 
Building, the Masonic Lodge, the Belles Lettres Club, and two 
private residences.  Lunch will be served at the Venango 
Museum of Art, Science & Industry and the winners of the 2016 
Oil Heritage Region Historic Preservation Awards will be 
recognized at the concluding banquet which will be held at the 
Trinity United Methodist Church.  Attendees may attend a single 
program or tour, or the full day of activities.  Registration will be 
open in mid-February.   
 

Contact the Oil Region Alliance at 814-677-3152 to learn about sponsoring this event.   

Franklin On Ice Celebrates 20 Years 
 

Franklin is cool, but it’s about to get even cooler during 
Franklin On Ice Weekend.  
 
The main event will happen Saturday, February 6, when 
DiMartino Ice Professional Carvers will transform lifeless 
blocks of ice into beautiful works of starting at 10 a.m. in 
Fountain Park. Carvers will be working until 2:30 p.m. 
Spectators are welcome to watch the work in progress and 
bring cameras for numerous photo opportunities. A 30-
minute timed competition will be held at 3 p.m. where 
spectators can vote for their favorite sculpture.     
 

This year marks the 20th anniversary of the ice carving 
festival that started as a sanctioned National Ice Competition Association (NICA) event sponsored by the 
former Franklin Club. The club's manager, Daryl Dzieksiasz and Randy Rupert (chef and pro ice carver) 
managed the event in 1996. The NICA sanctioned event was huge and brought in carvers from across the 
nation. Rupert had gained notoriety after he was hired by the directors of the movie Groundhog Day to 
sculpt the carvings used in the movie.  
In 1998, the Franklin Fine Arts Council (FFAC) took over the event and many events and attractions have 
been added to the schedule over the years. Doug Suhr has added the lighting of the statues at night. This 
lighting of the ice sculptures has been copied throughout many cities in PA. 
 
It’s a cool weekend in FRANKLIN, PA…………where it’s ALWAYS EVENTFUL!  For additional info go 

to:  www.franklinpa.gov - call 814 437-1619 – or visit us on Facebook: Franklin, PA Events/Marketing 

Office. 

Photo Credit : Michael Henderson 

http://www.franklinpa.gov
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Congratulations on your  
new location! 

227 Seneca Street 
Oil City, PA 

Center Street Bridge Closing March 28th  
 

The Center Street bridge in Oil City will be closed for repairs from March 28, 
2016, to September 29, 2016. The Venango Chamber and Oil City Main Street 
Program will work together to meet with downtown businesses to share 
information as it is available and to look for ways to minimize challenges created 
by the change in traffic patterns. 
 

A downtown business roundtable was held January 8th at the National Transit 
Building great room with nearly 30 in attendance. PennDOT representatives Jim Donze and Jill Harry were 
on hand to explain detours and traffics pattern changes that will be in effect during the closing. 
 

You can read more about the meeting on the news feed at www.venangochamber.org. 
 

Jill shared that community members can sign up to receive emails from PennDOT, alerting them to new 
press releases about our roadways.   
 
Visit http://www.penndot.gov/RegionalOffices/district-1/Pages/default.aspx#.Vo_H3Rco6po and click on the 

link that says Subscribe to Press Releases. This will take you to a very short form, where you will type your email 

address. You are automatically added to the email distribution list.  

 

For those that use Twitter, the District’s page is called 511PAErie. Through that page PennDOT posts links to 

press releases as well as updates on detours and closures as needed.  

 

The Twitter  link to that: https://twitter.com/511PAErie 

 
Continue to watch the VenangoWorks monthly newsletter 
for updates leading up to and throughout the bridge closing.  
 

Photo credits Gibbons Business Solutions 

http://www.venangochamber.org/?p=5187
http://www.penndot.gov/RegionalOffices/district-1/Pages/default.aspx#.Vo_H3Rco6po
https://twitter.com/511PAErie
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Chamber Members Invited to Attend Career Exploration Fair  

 

Annually, the Oil City Area High School holds a Career Exploration Fair,  with local businesses, college and 
the military invited to attend and visit with students, in an effort to provide them with information about 
future opportunities.   This year the event will be held on March 8, 2016, from approximately 7:50-11:15, 
with setup scheduled from 7:15-7:45, in the Oil City Senior High School Gymnasium. Last year there were 
nearly 40 exhibitors, most Venango Chamber members. 
 
This year the Venango Area Chamber of Commerce will be partnering with  the Oil City High School to 
have an expanded Career Fair. We are seeking 30 volunteers to act as guides, assisting students to initiate 
conversations with the business representatives present. 
 
Additionally we are looking for 30 business representatives who would be 
willing to do short classroom presentations immediately following the 
Career Exploration Fair.  Those who are exhibiting or acting as guides are 
welcome to participate in the classroom too.  These are intended to be 30 
minute, interactive presentations to inform students about local workforce 
and career opportunities  and how students can be better prepared to join 
the local job market. 
  
Will you be one of the 30 who step forward to impact the lives of the youth 
of our community?  Call the Chamber Office and let us know that you are 
willing to participate as a guide or classroom presenter! For more 
information about being an exhibitor, contact Jennifer McGarvie at 814-
676-2771, ext. 1212 or register online at :  
 http://goo.gl/forms/lwLoFzGdxq . 

The  
Venango Area Chamber of Commerce 

Annual Dinner 
Wednesday, February 24, 2016 

Reception 5:30pm 
Dinner 6:30 ~ 8:30pm 

Emerald Room, Cross Creek Resort 
 
 

RSVP at www.venangochamber.org/catalog/event-registration 
 

Sponsorships  Available  -  Contact the Chamber 

2015 Outstanding Citizens 
Lee and Maureen James 

https://sites.google.com/a/mail.ocasd.org/career-exploration-fair/
https://sites.google.com/a/mail.ocasd.org/career-exploration-fair/
http://goo.gl/forms/lwLoFzGdxq
http://www.venangochamber.org/catalog/event-registration.html
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“I’d Rather be Dead Than Average” 
by Kurtis Bell 
 
A popular quote in the strength community is “I’d rather be dead than average.” This means many things 
to a lot of people. Some see it as a challenge to push it to the limit each and every day. Others say that by 
doing things that seem average, like showing up to the gym every day, they are now above average as so 
many are quick to skip a training session.  
  
I know, you’re probably thinking “what does any of this have to do with business and networking?” Well, 
here’s your segue; Each year, we all establish goals. Some of our goals may seem outlandish, while others 
seem to be well within reach. The key to success in many things whether it be networking, business, or life 
in general is consistency. Look at baseball legend Cal Ripken Jr. The Iron Man simply showed up each and 
every day for practice and games alike. Seems pretty average, right? Cal holds the record for most 
consecutive games played (2,632). Through this streak of showing up to work, Ripken won 2 gold gloves 
and was named to 19 MLB All-Star teams in his illustrious career. Pretty good for a guy who showed up 
each and every day. 
  
To tie in another sport related example, we’ll look at weightlifting. In the sport that is all about speed, it is 
said that slow is smooth and smooth is fast. Even if you are slow to achieve your goals, you will still get 
there. By checking things off your list, even if it takes you a while, you will still make it though and achieve 
your goals because progress is progress no matter how slow it may seem. 
 
This year, let’s make it a priority to be consistent and to be “average”. Be the 
one who always walks in to work with a smile each day. Strive to make that 
weekly social media update. Attend one networking event each week. By 
becoming the master of the mundane, you will morph in to a monster of 
consistency.  

Fine Print Commercial Printers Celebrates 30 Years in Business 
 

Fine Print Commercial Printers, Incorporated is excited to be celebrating 30 years 
of service! The shop has been located in the heart of downtown Meadville since 
1986, and while many other small printing companies have had to close their doors 
or sell to large corporations, Fine Print is proud to continue to be locally owned 
and operated by one of the original founders, Dan Crandall. The company has 
grown substantially over the last thirty years, from being a startup in a basement 
producing basic offset printing for a handful of  local customers to a store front 
along one of Meadville's busiest streets helping businesses from as far away as 
California build their brands through powerful marketing tools, such as direct mail 
and promotional products. 

 
They can't wait to see what the next 30 years has in store for them as they continue to grow and fulfill the 
print and promotional product needs of their customers! Stay up to date as to what's happening here at 
Fine Print by visiting them online at www.fineprintprinters.com or liking our Facebook page 
www.facebook.com/fpcpi.  

http://www.facebook.com/fpcpi.
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T12 Fluorescent Bulb Phase-Out  

Starting June 1, 2016, T8 fluorescent lighting will become the baseline for 
energy-efficient lighting upgrades, meaning smaller, if any, rebates for 
retrofitting popular T12 lighting systems. The U.S. Department of Energy 
mandated that lighting manufacturers halt production of T12 fluorescent lamps 
as of July 2012. As a result, businesses that haven't replaced their T12 lighting 
and ballasts face increased maintenance costs due to an increasingly limited 
supply. 

To avoid higher maintenance costs, reduce energy costs, and qualify for a more 
robust rebate, now is the time to replace your T12 lighting. Upgrading now would create a greater return on 
investment since you could enjoy higher rebates from FirstEnergy’s Pennsylvania utilities (Met-Ed, Penelec, 
Penn Power and West Penn Power).  Newer lighting systems are more efficient and could reduce your 
ongoing lighting costs by as much as 45 percent. Because lighting is a major part of any energy bill, this can 
have a significant impact on your bottom line. New systems also offer better light quality, longer life, lower 
maintenance costs, quieter operation, and less unwanted heat. On a more personal level, the right lights can 
improve ambience, help ensure the safety of those on your facility, and boost productivity  

Learn more about replacing your lights at www.energysavepa-business.com 

HealthSouth Erie Awarded Four Certifications From the Joint Commission 
 

HealthSouth Rehabilitation Hospital of Erie has earned recertification for Disease-Specific Care in four key 
programs: stroke, brain injury, Parkinson’s disease and orthopedic rehabilitation. The Joint Commission’s 
Gold Seal of Approval™ was awarded to the hospital for its compliance with the organization’s national 
standards for healthcare quality and safety in disease-specific care.  
 

“Our focus is to serve the needs of the Erie community,” said John Papalia, CEO of HealthSouth Erie. “Each 
day, our staff works to provide a differentiated level of care and offer services that get patients back on their 
feet and functioning in their communities. We are honored to achieve these distinctions.” 
 

To earn these certifications, the four rehabilitation programs underwent an extensive on-site evaluation by 
a team of Joint Commission reviewers. The programs were evaluated against Joint Commission standards 
through an assessment of the programs’ processes, the programs’ ability to evaluate and improve care 
within its own organization, and interviews with patients and staff. 
 

"In achieving Joint Commission certification, HealthSouth Erie has demonstrated its commitment to the 
highest level of care for its patients with stroke, brain injury, Parkinson’s disease and orthopedic 
conditions," says Jean Range, M.S., R.N., C.P.H.Q. executive director, Disease-Specific Care Certification, The 
Joint Commission. “Certification is a voluntary process and I commend them for successfully undertaking 
this challenge to elevate its standard of care and instill confidence in the community it serves.”  

February Fish Frys Begin 
 

Pleasantville Vol. Fire Dept. Famous Fish Frys will be held 
February 12th, 19th, and 16th as well as March 11th, 18th, and 
25th. Adults are $10, Children under 12 are $5, and Children 
under 3 are free. Christine Huth pvfd16@ymail.com 

mailto:pvfd16@ymail.com
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Friends of Oil Creek Membership 
 

The Friends of Oil Creek State Park 
invite you to join them in supporting 
their beautiful park with your annual 
membership.  Your membership is tax 
deductible through the Pennsylvania 
Parks and Forests Foundation 
(PPFF). The membership year runs 
from January to December. Your 
donation goes to support many events and projects 
throughout the year. Trail maintenance is one priority 
and they recently received a grant for new playground 
equipment and it will be installed by Memorial Day. With 
your membership, you will receive a quarterly newsletter 
and update on events, projects, and volunteer 
opportunities. Check out their website at 
www.friendsocsp.org to join! 
 

Franklin Library  - Love Your Library  

Everyone is invited to visit the Franklin Library on 
Saturday, February 6 from 10AM to 5PM for the annual 
Love Your Library Benefit Open House. The library is 
open for regular business during the event as well. Stop 
in and warm up during Franklin on Ice! There is no 
charge for the event, but you can support the library by 
making a $1 donation to put your name on a Love Your 
Library tag, which will be on display during the month of 
February. View the full event schedule at 
www.franklinlibrary.org  

https:/www.choicehotels.com/pennsylvania/franklin/quality-inn-hotels/pa328
http://www.fscas.org/
http://www.friendsocsp.org
http://www.franklinlibrary.org
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Gibbons Business Solutions Continues to 
Grow 
 

Holly Gibbons, of Gibbons Business 
Solutions, has announced the addition of 
a new young professional to their 
blogging team.  Shana Kennedy, a 2011 
graduate of  Oil City High School and a 
2015 graduate of Indiana University of 
Pennsylvania with a double major in 
English and Sociology, is the latest 

addition to the growing GBS firm.  After a summer of 
travel, Shana returned to Oil City, began working with The 
Derrick and News Herald as a copy editor, and has 
recently submitted her first blog for publication as part of 
GBS.  “I’m excited to expand my writing skills and become 
part of the local business community” Shana said.  She is 
the daughter of Doug and Bridget Kennedy  of Oil City. 

Successful Year for Chocoholics for A 
Cause  

Connie Shull, Team Captain of 
Chocoholics for A Cause, is proud 
to announce recognition of their 
Relay For Life Team in 
December,  by the University of 
Pittsburgh Cancer Institute for 
raising an astounding $10,968 for 
the 2015 Relay for Life of Venango 
County.  Connie received the 
acknowledgement commending the team in December 
from Jian Yu, Ph.D, professor of Pathology and Radiation 
Oncology.  The University of Pittsburgh researcher 
indicated that continued support of American Cancer 
Society dollars raised by Relay For Life  have contributed 
to recently show that blocking p-53 mediated cells can 
protect intestinal stem cells from radiation and 
chemotherapy.   

The Chocoholics Team also secured the top fundraising 
spot for the 2015 Venango County Relay For Life event 
and thanks to the support from businesses and individuals 
within our Community, they have already exceeded their 
2015 fundraising efforts and are positioned to do even 
more this year,   Please follow them on Facebook and The 
American Cancer Society website. Kudos to Venango 
County for all the support!  

http://www.gibbons-business-solution.com/
http://www.cranberrymall.com/
C:/Users/Ashley Stroup-McCaul/Documents/bickley-script-let-plain[1].ttf
http://www.safelite.com/
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Wellness Tip of the Month 
Submitted by Cranberry Wellness Center 
 

Herbal teas are delicious, low calorie drinks that can also 
have great health benefits.   People have been using herbal 
teas for thousands of years to provide relief from a variety 
of ailments.  Below are some common teas along with their 
benefits: 

Chamomile-  Can help calm the mind, fight insomnia and 
relieve bloating.  Best taken before bedtime for a restful 
night's sleep. 

Peppermint- Eases nausea and vomiting  and also helps 
digest foods.  Should not be used by people 
with heartburn. 

Lavender-  Induces sleep. Can also help 
relieve symptoms associated it with Colic, 
IBS, and bowel infections.   

Milk Thistle- A gentle liver  
cleanser.   

This is just a small sampling of the herbal 
teas that are available.  Most teas can be 
purchased already in tea bags or in bulk 
loose-leaf for use in tea balls or making your own tea bags.  
Brew some today and enjoy!  

Presentation on 

CARE FOR OUR COMMON HOME 

“LAUDATO SI,” ENCYLICAL BY POPE FRANCIS 

By Father Matthew Ruyechan 

at St. Stephen Parish Social Center 

Monday, February 8, 2016, 6:30 - 8:00 PM 

 

Book Discussions on Chapters 1-6 to be held on Mon-

days during Lent 

With Sister Marian and Sister Tina  

at Our Lady Help of Christians Social Center 

 580 Colbert Ave, Oil City 

6:30 – 8:00 PM   Need info, call 677 2032.    

ALL ARE WELCOME! 

 

Document can be downloaded at http://w2.vatican.va/ 

You may be interested in forming your own  

book discussions 

http://www.edwardjones.com/
http://www.nextsteptherapy.net/
http://www.chamberchoice.com/
http://w2.vatican.va/
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Integrated Water Resources & Permitting Requirement Workshop 
 Offered For Area Builders, Consultants and Municipalities 
 
A workshop is being offered to those parties who are in the business of building construction.  Area building 
contractors, consultants, municipalities and developers are encouraged to attend the Integrated Water 
Resources & Permitting Requirements Workshop.  This event will cover what is required before you can be 
issued a building permit.  The workshop covers topics such as Subdivision and Land Development, Highway 
Occupancy Permits, Septic, Earth Disturbance permits, Stormwater Act 167, Floodplain and Stream 
Crossings/Wetlands.  This workshop is sponsored by the Venango Conservation District, Venango County 
Regional Planning Commission, PennDOT, Northwest Regional Planning Commission and the Pennsylvania 
DEP. 
 
The workshop will take place on Friday February 12th 2016 
from 9:00am to 3:00pm.  Registration is required and there is 
a $10 registration fee.  The registration deadline is February 
08th.  For more information, contact the Venango 
Conservation District at 814-676-2832 or visit our website at 
www.venangocd.org.   

Classy Catering Expands Staff and 
Delivery  
 
As Classy Catering celebrates its 10th anniversary this 
year...they are expanding the delivery area for the 
Classy Express meals. Effective Feb. 2, 2016 meals may be 
delivered to Seneca, Oil City, Reno, Rocky Grove and 
Franklin. A copy of the monthly menu may be obtained by 
visiting their facebook page OR website classycatering.biz 
 
Recently Shantel Freni joined the staff. She has a  
associates degree in baking and pastry arts from the 
Culinary Institute of America. With this staff addition, 
specialty cakes and decorated sugar cookies will be offered 
in addition to the pies and assorted cookies and brownies 
already offered. Orders may be called to 676 5605 
classycatering@comcast.net 

Oil Country Bluegrass Festival 
 

 The 2016 Oil Country Bluegrass Festival will be held Feb 19- 
21, 2016, at the Days Inn in Oil City. 
 
Questions should be directed to Cinnamon Evans, Bluegrass 
Chairperson  @ 814- 670- 5005 ext 2 or  email at 
 oilcountybluegrassfestival@gmail.com - follow the festival 
on Facebook at Oil County Blue Grass Festival. 

http://www.sandykhovis.com/
http://www.fun-bank.com/
http://www.brightideas-lc.com/
http://www.gatesandburnsrealestate.com/
http://www.venangocd.org
mailto:classycatering@comcast.net
mailto:oilcountybluegrassfestival@gmail.com?subject=Bluegrass%20Festival
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PRSRT STD 
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 
PERMIT # 280 

David Snedden, Pres 
Greg Merkel, V.P. 
Frank Hajduk, Sec. 
Matt Caldwell, Treas. 
Rebecca Beach 
Dr. Kate Eckert 
Dr. Roxanne Gonzales 
Shari Hamilton 
Butch Hargenrader 
Jeannie Henry 
Jake Hickman 
Deb Lutz 
Ashley McCauley 
Joyce Morgan 
Trenton Moulin 
 
 
 
 
 

STAFF   
Susan Williams 
Dottie Tawney 
Ashley Cowles 
 
 

 

41 MAIN STREET P.O. BOX 376 OIL CITY, PA 16301  

Address Service Requested 

 
FEBRUARY 
 
 10 FLEX Monthly Meeting Chamber Office  at noon 
 18 Board of Directors Meeting 8AM  
 19 FLEX Social Wanango Country Club 6:30 PM 
 24 Chamber Outstanding Citizen of the Year and Annual Dinner  -   
            Cross Creek Resort 5PM 
 
MARCH 
  
 8 OCHS Career Exploration Fair 
 11 Legislative Breakfast  - Details TBA 
 17 Board of Directors Meeting 8AM  
 23 Business After Hours Mixer - C & S Hardware,  5-7PM 
 
APRIL 
  
 1 FLEX Presents  -  Quality Inn Franklin  6:30 PM 

Chamber Events Calendar 

COMMUNITY CALENDAR OF EVENTS AVAILABLE AT 
WWW.VENANGOCHAMBER.ORG/CALENDAR 

Hagan Business Machines 

Mcfate & Merkel Law Office 

SCORE 

Caldwell Printing Services 

Clarion County Community Bank 

Eckert Chiropractic 

Clarion University 

Friends of Drake Well Museum 

Pepsi Bottling Company 

Urban Insurance Agency 

Hickman Lumber  

Oil Region Alliance  

Northwest Savings Bank 

UPMC Northwest 

Bridge Builders Community        

Foundations 

 

 

  
 

Executive Director 

Executive Assistant 

Intern, Kent State University 

Board of Directors 

http://www.4yourcarconnection.com/
https://www.northwestsavingsbank.com/index.htm
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First Annual Bike ‘n Brew Planning Underway 
 

FLEX members have been working diligently to confirm details for the first 
annual Oil Heritage Festival Bike ’n Brew event, to be held on Friday, July 22. 
The group has accomplished an array of tasks from contacting breweries to 
developing promotional materials, but will continue to meet over the next 
several months to fine tune their plan.  

Kevin Culbertson has teamed up with FLEX to oversee the biking events, 
FLEX Secretary/Treasurer, Alan McBride, has volunteered as point person 
for the Brew, while Casey McVay and Ritchie Rhinehardt develop an 

entertainment schedule, and Rebecca Beach oversees promotional tasks.  Those interested in participating in the 
planning of either the bike or brew portion of the event are welcomed to contact the Chamber for more 
information.  

Venango Campus Promotes Healthy Relationships  
By Casey McVay, FLEX President 

Clarion University’s Venango campus students are passionate about issues of violence and 
this February, the campus is supporting several events to help raise awareness and 
promote change toward healthy relationships. All events are open to the public.  

The Love Notes Project: An Evening of Love Stories and Music 
Honoring What “Love Is…” 
February 9, 7 p.m., Robert W. Rhoades Auditorium 

This event is in honor of National Teen Dating Violence Awareness and Prevention Month and will feature Peter 
Prince and Rhei C., a singer/songwriter duo, who will perform love songs and share stories that demonstrate real 
life examples of respect, equality, forgiveness, and caring to encourage students to stand up for love and accept 
no substitutes. 

Gospel Sexuality: How to Help Others Find Sexual Sanity 
February 25, 5 p.m., Grace United Methodist Church in Oil City 

SEED Club is sponsoring this seminar provided by Harvest USA, an outreach to those who 
struggle with sexual sin issues of all types, such as pornography, sexual addictions, etc. This 
event meets its mission to partner with and equip churches and para-church organizations 
in bringing the power of the Gospel of Jesus Christ to transform the lives of those affected by 
sexual sin. For more information or to register to attend, visit SeedClub.Wix.com/seminar.  

Continued on page  12 

http://www.seedclub.wix.com/seminar
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Matt Heath 

Born and raised in Oil City, Matt Heath is another great young professional that we’re 
happy to have back in Venango County! 
 
Matt graduated from Oil City High School in 2008 and then went on to Penn State 
University where he received his bachelor’s degree in Mechanical Engineering. After 
college, Matt moved to Washington D.C. where he worked for a year, and then 
returned to our area! Today he holds the position of Manufacturing Process Engineer 
at GE Transportation. 
 

In his free time, Matt enjoys participating in the many outdoor activities our area offers, such as golfing at 
local courses and kayaking the area's waterways. He also likes to travel throughout Western Pennsylvania 
to visit local breweries! Outside of Pennsylvania, Matt also enjoys taking a trip to Chicago for the cultural 
offerings. If Matt were to show a visitor around Venango County, he would first take them to get a donut 
from Clarks Donuts, and then to hike and enjoy the views around Freedom Falls and bike along the 
Allegheny River.  
 
Looking towards the future, Matt wants to return to school to earn an MBA! “I would love to utilize this 
degree and my background in engineering and operations to help assist struggling small businesses to 
become more profitable within the area,” he said.  
 
We love when young professionals return to our area! Thanks for all you’re doing for Venango County. 

Can I Have Your Attention, Please? 
Tips for attracting YPs to your business or organization 
By Casey McVay, FLEX President 

If a young professional doesn’t have a relationship with your business or organization, 

they will disengage from it. Gain their attention and encourage YP’s to attend your 

meetings or events using these three quick tips: 

1. Help YPs get to know you. 

It’s likely a young professional doesn’t have “extend  hand to a 

stranger” on their agenda and research proves most prefer to 

be approached first. The first step is to help them feel 

comfortable with at least one person from your organization, 

so before they step onsite, they know they won’t be standing 

alone while everyone else is yakking it up.  

2. Host YPs on-site or online. 

Invite them to the table through a quick phone call or email. 

Remember, technology can play a major role in breaking a 

relationship barrier with YPs, so set up a network via social 

media to get them involved, too.  

Continued on Page 10 

http://www.somecleanthoughts.blogspot.com/
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Continued from Page 9 
 

Once you’ve made the initial connection, follow through. 

Don’t be afraid to send a follow-up text or a future meeting 

reminder for their electronic calendar. 

3. Empower YPs to engage in a meaningful way.  

Once a YP is engaged, make them want to invest in your 

organization. The best way to do this is to present a real 

challenge or opportunity to be involved. If they can influence, 

change, or develop a plan that’s meaningful to the 

organization, they will see they have a voice and a place on 

the “inside.” 

Ritchie Rhinehardt 

Ritchie Rhinehardt may be one of the most interesting individuals in Venango County, 
because, although a native of the area, his life of traveling and learning has given him a 
unique outlook on personal happiness and success. “I spent most of my adolescence in 
Montana, ten years in Arizona, and five in Nashville, TN. Venango’s smaller community 
is a place I will always enjoy. The diverse food selections, small businesses, theatre, live 
entertainment, and recreation are all amazing here.” Ritchie believes his hometown and 
experiences on the road has provided a wealth of inspiration for his passion of 
entertaining. 

Ritchie has accomplished an extensive list of achievements as an entertainment extraordinaire. He is the 
creator and owner of several businesses, including Croakey Entertainment, offering a multitude of services 
for karaoke, live music, DJ services, Master of Ceremonies, lighting, sound, and more. He performs as “Ricci 
Hardt” across the nation and has worked with Spencer Day, Hal Sparks of “I Love the 80s,” Wild Horse 
Ranch Rescue, as well as musicians of the famous Wynona Judd, Vince Gill, Dolly Parton, and more. His 
music and events can be found at RicciHardt.com.  

In his free time, Ritchie is working on an Associate of Arts in Psychology from the University of Phoenix and 
a robust Alan Kells School of Real Estate online program to earn his PA Real Estate License, which he 
expects to earn by this May. He hopes his license will take his other successful business, Bungalow Property 
Rentals. to a new level. Ritchie has owned and managed properties in Venango County for the last 4 years 
and plans to acquire at least two more units this year. In the future, he plans to take Bungalow international. 

In fact, as this article is published, Ritchie is abroad, traveling to places like Denmark, Italy, and Switzerland, 
looking at properties, playing venues, and celebrating his accomplishments that led him to his current 
success. He says, “In the next five years, I hope to continue to travel, add to my real estate profile, and spend 
more time on ‘Ricci Hardt’.” Two singles are set to release this spring and a new album mid-summer.   

Ritchie’s favorite local places are Primo Barone’s, because he appreciates flight and being able to see the 
planes come and go, the bike trail from Franklin to Oil City, and the patio at Liberty Street Ale House. These 
are all places he says are a “must see” for your guests.  

http://www.chirodrkate.com/
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OUR MISSION 
FLEX represents the needs and interests of Young Professionals by positioning ourselves  

as leaders, entrepreneurs and advocates for the sustainability of the Venango Area  
through civic engagement, leadership development, and networking.  

Where you’ll find FLEX in February: 
 

Wednesday, February 10, 12-1 p.m.  -  Monthly Meeting @Venango Chamber 
Friday, February 19, 6:30 p.m.  -  FLEX Social Friday @Wanango County Club 
 
Interested in hosting a FLEX meeting at your business? Let us know! 
 
Chamber events: Check out the Chamber’s Calendar of Events at 
           www.venangochamber.org 

VenangoFLEX 
email: flex@venangochamber.org 

V-Day 2016 Celebration 
February 26 & 27, 8 p.m., Robert W. Rhoades Auditorium; $10 at the door, Clarion students free with valid ID 
Mature Audience, 17+ 

V-Day is a global movement to end violence against women and girls by promoting creative events to increase 
awareness, raise money, and revitalize the spirit of existing anti-violence organizations. ALLIES Club is sponsoring 
benefit performances of Eve Ensler’s The Vagina Monologues to generate attention for the fight to stop violence, 
including rape, battery, incest, female genital mutilation, and sex slavery. It marks the first university-sanctioned play 
at the campus in 15 years.  

“I am proud to represent the campus in this all-female production,” said Kelsey Viertel, a second year nursing student. 
“Together we are breaking down a conversation barrier about sexual health and well being. It opens a line of 
communication and I hope my fellow students will join the conversation.”  

“Expect to feel moved, to laugh and cry. Some will be uncomfortable at times, but, 
overall, it’s a good growing experience,” said Kiyomi Knox, Counselor Advocate at PPC 
Violence Free Network, a program of Family Service and Children’s Aid Society, which 
serves the campus through counseling advocacy and education on issues of domestic 
and sexual violence. Proceeds from the show will benefit this organization.  

FLEX Announces Annual “Presents” Event 
 

FLEX Presents is an annual event that celebrates the achievements of 
Venango County's young  professionals, those under 40 who contribute to 
their community through civic engagement, leadership development, and 
networking.  

This year’s event will be held on April 1, 6:30-8:30 p.m., at the Quality Inn in Franklin, PA. The cost to attend is 
$15 and includes the event, hors d'oeuvres, and a beverage. You can make your reservation online at 
VenangoFLEX.org. 

We encourage you to pay careful attention to those “under 40” that you encounter each day in your 
community, your work and even in your home and help us to celebrate our most valuable assets and the 
future of our region. To help you nominate a YP, we’ve made the process easier. Visit VenangoFLEX.org to use 
the new online and printable forms. Nominations are now being accepted through March 4. All nominees 
will be recognized at the event. 

Continued from page  8 

http://www.venangochamber.org
http://www.facebook.com/VenangoFLEX
VenangoFLEX.org.
http://www.venangochamber.org/flex-presents-nomination/
http://www.venangochamber.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/Nomination-Form.pdf
http://www.venangochamber.org/wp-content/uploads/2009/01/Flexpresentslogo.JPG
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