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“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”  
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Interns in Venango County 
 
Many local businesses and organizations employ college students as interns each summer, from our 
region and some from even further. These interns provide many benefits to our community. Interns help 
businesses to function, in which they bring a fresh perspective, creative ideas, energy, and emerging 
technical skills to the workplace. In return, the interns gain experience and knowledge from their summer 
working in a company.  
 
JOY Global in Franklin, under the direction of Human Resource Manager Alan 
McBride, has taken this opportunity to engage and invite a future workforce, in 
which they have employed a total of eight interns this summer. These student 
engineers range in ages  from freshmen to seniors going on to grad school. Their 
majors focus on Mechanical Engineering, Mechanical Engineering Technologies, and Electrical 
Engineering and they are assigned to many departments within the business, including Controls & 
Automation, Mechanical Technologies, Longwall Systems, Longwall Shearers, Miners, Testing, Continuous 
Haulage, and Haulage. The interns at JOY come from schools around the state and even out of state—
Grove City College, Penn State Behrend, Penn State Main Campus, Slippery Rock University, and 
Youngstown State University. 
 
The Student Engineering Program at Joy Global allows the company to train and grow younger 
professionals into hopefully becoming full-time Associate Engineers at Joy Global upon graduation.  JOY is 

very happy to be strengthening their Student Engineering base and 
are even beginning to develop team building exercises and outdoor 
activities outside of working hours. Alan told us, “They will be 
ingrained in the culture of Joy Global Engineering this summer and 
we are excited to assist in developing their skills by giving them 
real world experiences as they move toward attaining their college 
degrees.”  
 
Do you have interns at your business? We’d love to meet them and 
have them attend our intern events!  Send us an email to 
chamber@venangochamber.org or give us a call at (814) 676-
8521.  Interns at last year’s FLEX Intern Mixer 
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A Wireless Spotlight of the Month  

A Wireless, premium retailer of 
Verizon, employs many young  
professionals. The May spotlight of 
the month was Amanda 
Chisholm!  Amanda has been at the 
Cranberry Mall location for over three 
years.   She is fantastic at what she 
does, will get your set up with what 
you need, will help with any problems 
or issues that arise and is the one 
behind the organization in this 
store!  Away from work, she loves 

spending time with her fiancé, Will, and her 5 year old step-
daughter, Iesha.  They love being outside around a fire or 
playing cards or games together!  Stop in and see Amanda to 
get 10% off any accessory over $30! 

Other young professionals at A Wireless include Reggie 
Thomas, Jamie McBride, and  Sabrina VanWormer.  

 As Store Leader April Rowland says, “Young group of great 
people!” 

Ashley Cowles may be a very familiar name for many of you as she has been 
interning at the Venango Chamber throughout her college career. She is currently a 
senior at Kent State University majoring in communication studies with minors in 
marketing and public relations. Prior to attending Kent State, Ashley graduated from 
Cranberry High School. She is proud to call Venango County her home. 
 
At Kent, Ashley is a member of the Honors College. She has also earned her spot on 
either Dean’s List or President’s List for all three years of her enrollment. Ashley is 
deeply involved with many organizations at school. She is a member of the National 

Society of Collegiate Scholars, the Kent Communication Society, the Public Relations Student Society of 
America, and was recently inducted into Lambda Pi Eta, which is the National Communication Association 
Honor Society. 
 
Outside of work and school, Ashley enjoys spending time outdoors with family and friends. She also plans 
on trying her hand at some gardening this summer. When she's not busy outside, she loves to cook. Ashley 
likes to experiment with recipes to make them a better fit for the healthy lifestyle she leads. She also follows 
plenty of blogs, especially food blogs, and likes to do some of her own writing as well. 
 
Recently, Ashley has done some traveling as she has spent the last four months studying abroad in Florence, 
Italy. She traveled to 10 different cities in Italy and 5 different countries overall. I'll let Ashley do the talking 
for the trip as I'm sure I will not do it justice. To get the scoop on her travels, be sure to check out her blog 
where she documented her trip at ashleybcowles.wordpress.com 
 
Written by Kurtis Bell 

http://www.somecleanthoughts.blogspot.com/
http://www.bridgebuilderscommunityfoundations.com/
http://www.awireless.net/
ashleybcowles.wordpress.com
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What to do When Your Plan Fails 
by Kurtis Bell 
  
“Go to college”, they said. “It’s the only way to get ahead in the world”, they said. So you did, and now 
you're buried in piles of student loans. Also, you’ve come to realize that the job market in your field (I’m 
looking at you, education majors. Don’t worry, I was one too.) is absolutely saturated. So now you're the 
kid who’s working summers underachieving with your college degree when you thought you would be 
tearing up your field and blazing new trails that would be remembered and lectured on for generations to 
come. 
 
One way to break out of your funk and get to doing some meaningful work is to think outside the box. For 
example, my training was always in music. Music education, if we want to be specific. Upon graduation, I 
saw the market shrinking as fine arts programs were being cut across the state. Now, I run a cleaning and 
disaster restoration firm. At first, in my mind these things could not be more different and unrelated. The 
more I became involved in my work and fully committed, the more similarities I noticed. What drew me to 
music education was the ability to help others. This could be helping someone learn how to play an 
instrument or sing, learning a new technique, or even helping one understand the thought process that 
went in to the composition of a piece. What has helped me thrive in my career outside of music has been 
very similar. My love for helping others drives me daily in my new endeavor in cleaning and restoration. It 
is not the same type of thing that music education may have provided, but I am convinced it is every bit as 
rewarding if not more. Now, I get to help people who are in various situations. Whether it is simply 
cleaning up to host a major family function, or restoring a home after a fire or flood; my job still revolves 
around helping others. 
 
Hopefully this may be helpful to those struggling to find 
meaning in their field of work that is totally unrelated to 
their field of study, as well as those who have recently 
graduated college. Regardless of whether you actually 
think you are using your degree or not, you will apply 
lessons learned in college each and every day in your 
career. As always, if you would like to open a discussion or 
have any questions on how I have made use of a music 
degree in the cleaning and restoration industry, feel free to 
email me: kurtis.smbybell@gmail.com. 

http://www.urban-ins.com/
http://www.chirodrkate.com/
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OUR MISSION 
FLEX represents the needs and interests of Young Professionals by positioning ourselves  

as leaders, entrepreneurs and advocates for the sustainability of the Venango Area  
through civic engagement, leadership development and networking.  

Where you’ll find FLEX this month: 
 

FLEX First Friday Lunch  - June 5th   
 
Monthly FLEX Meeting  -  June 17th 
 
Chamber events  -  Check out the Chamber’s Calendar of Events at 
   www.venangochamber.org 

VenangoFLEX 

Text FLEX to 42828 to be added to our email list                   email: flex@venangochamber.org 

Volunteer with the Chamber! 

Looking for a way to volunteer and help out your community? The Oil 
Heritage Festival will be here before we know it, and we’d love to have 
young professionals volunteer with us. Some opportunities include the 
FLEX Ice Cream Social, Children’s Parade, Basket Raffle, or helping down in 
the park during concerts.  
 
We are also searching for a chair person for our button raffle! This 
commitment is for about two to three weeks and we’d need someone who is 
organized and punctual! The button chair person works with staff to 
distribute and sell buttons. We’d love for you to take part in the festival! If 
interested, send us an email at chamber@venangochamber.org or give us a 
call at (814) 676-8521 

http://www.facebook.com/VenangoFLEX
http://www.venangochamber.org

