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Lee and Maureen James
named
2015
Outstanding Citizens
“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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The Venango Area Chamber of Commerce builds, serves and promotes regional business.

Welcome New Members
Realgoods Company
Dan Wheeler
706 W. First Street
Oil City, PA 16301
Phone: 814-673-4858
Email: realgoodsco@earthlink.net
Web: www.realgoodsco.com
Published: Construction Services

REALGOODS Company is a Nationwide
Supplier of Natural Stone and Hardwood
Floors. Our goal is to supply EXCELLENCE in
quality of product and service!

Erie Beer Company
Ed Shontz
1341 Liberty Street
Erie, PA 16502
Phone: 814-459-7777
Web: www.eriebeer.com
Published: Beverage Distributor

The Erie Beer Company is the premier
distributor of specialty beverages in
Northwest Pennsylvania. We specialize in
the distribution of fine beverages, always
striving for excellence in helping you serve
your customers.

Know Someone Interested in Chamber Membership?
The Venango Area Chamber of Commerce and WKQW 96.3 FM / ESPN 1120 AM, have partnered to offer an
incentive to become a chamber member.
This offer is for FIRST TIME Members only. Each business who becomes a first time member of the Venango
Area Chamber of Commerce beginning November 1, 2015, will receive (20) :30 second commercial on the
radio station of their choice at no cost. This is a $200 value. The limitations are that the 20 commercials will
run over two days and someone from the New Chamber Business must voice the commercial and the
commercial must state they are a new Chamber member. The commercials must be used within two months
of signature of contract. For more information, contact John Stroup at 814-676-8254.

@VenangoChamber
Venango Area
Chamber of Commerce

venangochamber

VenangoChamber
Venango Area Chamber
of Commerce Group
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Let Your Customers Know that You're a Chamber Member
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Over the years and throughout the world, membership in chambers of commerce has offered business
owners credibility to consumers looking to purchase products and services. The Venango Area Chamber of
Commerce has provided its members with the seal of approval from the early days when hand typed,
mimeographed membership directories were distributed within the community to the modern day form of
promotion through the chamber website and online membership directory. In addition to the printed
directory, we offer these additional ways to share you commitment to the community through the Chamber.
We hope you’re taking advantage of them.
Member Window Cling
You've seen them all over the region… The Venango Chamber proud member window cling, adorning the
entry doors on more then 400 businesses and organizations in our community. By displaying this window
cling you tell your customers that you played an integral role in the success of the Venango area through
your membership in the chamber. Customers can shop with ease knowing that you are invested in the
community. 2016 “Proud Member” decals will be distributed within the next few weeks.
Download the Membership E-Plaque to your Website
You can also post your window cling to online visitors
and customers by downloading and a plaque to your
website. The window cling is reproduced in a virtual
format that can be placed on your website.

Weekly Calendar of Events Brought to you by
“Your Business Name Could Appear Here”
The Venango Chamber website includes a Calendar of events, which is the “Go to” place to share or to learn
about what’s going on in the Venango Area. Submitting your events just got easier! We’ve simplified the
form and now offer the opportunity to upload an image (photo, logo, flyer).
Check it out at www.venangochamber.org/calendar/submit-event/
Every Wednesday we send an email out to over 800 subscribers, with a list of events that are coming up in
that next week.
We encourage you to add you local events and happenings to the calendar and to check back often to see
what great things there are to do. In addition to the Chamber website, you can now get directly to the
calendar at www.venangoplays.org.
Beginning in 2016, we are inviting Chamber members to sponsor the calendar. For $200 your business
name or logo will be displayed at the top of the email under “This calendar of events brought to you by” for
one month (at least 4 weeks). Your name or logo can also be linked to your website or facebook page.
Please contact Dottie immediately if you are interested in reserving a month calendar sponsorship in 2016.
“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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Oil City High School Hosts Career Exploration Fair
Local businesses are invited
to participate in the Oil City
High
School
Career
Exploration Fair, to be held
on March 8, 2016, from
approximately 7:50-11:15,
with setup scheduled from
7:15-7:45. The Fair will be
located in the Oil City Senior
High School Gymnasium.
For more information, contact Jennifer
McGarvie at 814-676-2771, ext. 1212
or register online at :
http://goo.gl/forms/lwLoFzGdxq .

Natural Ways to Boost Your Immune System
It's that time of year again- cold and flu season is upon is!
Fortunately, there are several things you can do to give your
immune system a boost:







Always make sure you're drinking plenty of water.
Consider supplemental Vitamin C and a good quality
probiotic.
Continue your exercise routine throughout the winter
months.
Make sure you're eating plenty of fresh fruits and
veggies.
Drink herbal teas like Ginseng, Echinacea and
Elderberry.
Try Zinc lozenges at the first signs of a cold.

There is no cure for the common cold, so prevention is key!
Incorporating some of these simple steps into your daily
routine will help you stay healthy and productive throughout the year.
Wellness Tip of the Month
by Cranberry Wellness

Venango Area Chamber of Commerce ● (814) 676-8521 ● www.venangochamber.org
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Deadline Approaching
The Derrick and The News-Herald will publish the
newspapers' 76th annual Business Review and Forecast, in
February.
The special section highlights businesses in the region.
Businesses may submit articles and information for this
edition.
The deadline to submit information is Monday, Jan. 11. The
edition will publish Monday, Feb. 22. News for the edition
should
be
sent
by
email
to
specialsections.thederrick@gmail.com; by fax at 677-8347;
or by mail to Venango Newspapers, ATTN: Cindi Power,
P.O. Box 928, Oil City.

If You Can’t, Find Someone Who Can!
You've heard that the article deadline for the Venango
Newspapers' Annual Business Review & Forecast is January
11th. If you're like most people, you've been going about
your December with the intention of submitting an
article. But January's here. Now what to do? What to write
about?
I know, I know. Let me guess...
You have nothing new to talk about. You don't have
time. Your year-end reports are due. You don't like to
write. You don't have anyone to write it for you. You don't
like to brag. You don't think anyone really reads it. You had
an article in there already...once.
No more excuses.
Got 30 minutes at most? Let Moxie Media interview you,
write and submit your article on your behalf. No hassle. No
worries.
You owe it to yourself to celebrate your
organization's achievements and tell a story that matters
here in Venango County!
Ready?
Email Emily Fetcko at
emg@moxiemediacreati
ve.com or call at (814)
671-8598 for details and
to
schedule
your
interview today.
“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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#VenangoWorks

ABOUT UNIFIRST
UniFirst is a leading supplier of
uniforms, workwear, and facility
service products to businesses of all
sizes since 1936.
UNIFIRST FAST FACTS





UniFirst: UNIFORMS AND SERVICES THAT ENHANCE
YOUR BUSINESS IMAGE
Do you ever wonder how local businesses get their great image? The
answer may be UniFirst, leading supplier of uniforms and facility
services! UniFirst has diverse product lines and competitive pricing,
providing its customers with uniforms that amplify their business
image allowing employees to work with pride in a new clean and
pressed uniform every day. Besides uniforms, UniFirst has facility
service products ranging from mats and mops, to soaps and paper
products.

More than 275,00 locations
Personalized uniforms create a
professional, knowledgeable, and
reliable image
Named to Forbes “Platinum 400 Best Big Companies” List

FOR MORE INFORMATION
UniFirst Corporation
P: (814) 337-2272
E: michael_farnham@unifirst.com
W: www.unifirst.com
F: www.facebook.com/
UniFirstCorp

UniFirst was started in a garage in Massachusetts in 1936 by Aldo
Croatti and is currently located in the Meadville Plaza. The company
has grown dramatically in 80 years, and is now run by Aldo's son, Ron,
and soon to be Michael, his grandson.
The business manufactures over 80% of their garments, resulting in decreased times between ordering
and receiving and also allowing UniFirst tighter control over the quality of its garments. UniFirst strives to
have “customers for life” by providing fresh, clean, attractive uniforms consistently and on time.
UniFirst is currently in the process of having its own free-standing structure built in Meadville and hopes
to be in that new facility by the summer of 2016! The business owes its great success to the principles on
which Aldo founded the company and instilled in every employee: customer focus, respect for others, and
a commitment to quality. We are so excited to have UniFirst as a member of the Venango Area Chamber of
Commerce and we hope to help them continue providing a great service to Venango County and beyond!

Venango Area Chamber of Commerce ● (814) 676-8521 ● www.venangochamber.org
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#VenangoWorks

ABOUT SCHIFFERS
We are a local family looking to
provide quality custom cabinets to our
community at an affordable price.
Working from Erie to Pittsburgh with
delivery.
SCHIFFERS FAST FACTS





SCHIFFERS CUSTOM CABINETRY: BUILDING BEAUTIFUL
SPACES FOR YOU TO WORK AND TO LIVE IN
Please join us in welcoming Schiffer’s Custom Cabinetry, a local family
business providing service to our community, as a member of the
Venango Area Chamber of Commerce!
Schiffer’s Custom Cabinetry provides quality custom cabinets for
kitchens, bathrooms, libraries, and more, depending on the needs of
customers. The business is located in Seneca and provides service to
Venango County, but also offers delivery from Erie to Pittsburgh.
Owner Nate Schiffer worked in the cabinetry industry for several years,
at different shops and factories, and then decided to open his own
business in 2012. Besides Nate and his wife, Schiffer’s Custom Cabinetry
has a small crew of employees that can range from two to four people.

60 kitchens built to date
#1 choice of countertops is solid
surface
Average kitchen build take 2-3
weeks

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Schiffers Custom Cabinetry
P: (814) 516-2656
E: schifferscustomcabinetry
@hotmail.com
W:
www.schifferscustomcabinetry.c
om
F: www.facebook.com/
SchiffersCustomCabinetry

When asked about his favorite part of owning his business, Nate told us: “I enjoy the art involved in the
creations and the satisfaction when the project is done. We can stand back and admire the work that was
involved.”
Schiffer’s Custom Cabinetry has 3D capability to design and show ideas before anything has been cut,
which provides great opportunities for custom design and consultation with customers. Many may think
that custom work means an expensive cost, but that is not true! Schiffer’s Custom Cabinetry is very
competitive and often beats the pricing of the big box stores.
For the future, Nate hopes to continue to expand Schiffer’s Custom Cabinetry by building a local shop and
broadening their sales territory, and we’re happy to have them as a member of the chamber of commerce
and help grow their business!
“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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Lee and Maureen James
Named 2015 Outstanding Citizens .
The pair, who has been married for more than 40 years, will be honored at the
Chamber’s annual banquet Feb. 24 at Cross Creek Resort for their years of
commitment to the community.
Each year the Chamber invites the community to submit nominations for this
recognition. Executive Director Susan Williams explains. “We seek to honor one
person, but often we find we have a complementary couple, like in this case. They go above and beyond in the
community. That’s really what this recognition is all about.”
Maureen, who moved to the area in 1972 after originally living in Pittsburgh, was an art teacher for 36 years in the
Oil City School District until she retired in 2007. Growing up, she was taught to give back. As a result, she was
motivated to instill that same mindset in her students. “That is sometimes the only consistency the students would
have in their lives, so you had to do what you could to be there for them,” Maureen said.
Maureen has taken her love for the arts and used it for the betterment of the region. “One of my real passions is the
(National) Transit Building,” she said. She is currently a studio artist for the Transit while also serving as a member
of the Revitalization and Graffiti Gallery committees.
In addition to her work with the arts, Maureen is also the Graphic Design committee member for Friends of the
Library, an active member of the Oil City Main Street Design Committee, Steering committee and Promotions
committee, president of the Winifred Tonkin Guild, and an active Zonta Club member.
Maureen has been active in many other organizations over the years, including the Garden Club, Junior Women’s
Club and Troop Committee Chair of Boy Scout Troop 17.
For the past 18 years, Lee James has served as a member of Clarion University’s board of trustees in an effort to
continue helping the younger generation. “It is purely volunteer work and we have a good, sincere group where
everyone works very hard,” he said. “We are delegates in the community too.”
Lee James got his start in volunteer work with United Way and remains active by being involved with Boy Scouts of
America. He is also the former chairman of the Venango County Vocational Technology Center data processing
committee and a member of the Venango County Blind Association. Lee also serves on the board of the Grove Hill
Cemetery and is a member of the Free and Accepted Mason.
Lee is a veteran and was in the United States Navy from 1966 to 1972. He continues to serve the military through
his volunteer service with the Congressional Military Academics Advisory Board. They both have been active in the
West Point Military Parents Club of Western PA and have helped in promoting and raising money for the Wounded
Warrior Project.
Lee and Maureen have been the Oil Heritage Festival Committee queen
candidate chairmen, coordinating every aspect of recognizing young women
of excellence from across the community, for 35 years. Maureen also serves
on the overall Oil Heritage Planning Committee.
They are the proud parents of two daughters, Kara James of Pittsburgh and
Jaclyn McManus of Oil City, and a son, Major Kevin L. James, currently
posted at Ft. Bragg, NC. Also, they are the grandparents of Paige McManus
of Ranson, WVa, Kaitlyn and Brayden Gurski-James of Spring Lake, NC, and
Cason James Toomey of Pittsburgh.
The award being given to the couple has been given out since 1950.

Venango Area Chamber of Commerce ● (814) 676-8521 ● www.venangochamber.org
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You are Cordially invited to attend
The Venango Area Chamber of Commerce
Annual Dinner
honoring our

2015 Outstanding Citizens
Mr. Lee James & Mrs. Maureen James
Wednesday, February 24, 2016
Reception 5:30pm
Dinner 6:30 - 8:30pm
Emerald Room, Cross Creek Resort
Route 8 , Titusville, PA
See insert for reservation and sponsorship information
The Annual Dinner reservation form is available
at www.venangochamber.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/Mail-Invitation.pdf
or
reservations can be made using
www.venangochamber.org/catalog/event-registration/annual-dinner.html

“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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C & S Hardware Opens Store in Oil City
C & S Hardware is all set to open at their new location, 312 N Seneca St.
in Oil City on Monday, January 4th, 2016. Owned by Chris and Speedy
Ewing, owners of C & S Hilltop Hardware, located in Franklin, have
purchased the building that will house the business. They recognize
the importance of offering local personalized service.
Store manager Juan Valencia explains that the store will have an
extensive inventory of supplies, including tools, plumbing and
electrical hardware, construction materials and more. They will also
have equipment rentals available, from smaller power tools to
industrial cleaning equipment, concrete mixing items, motorized lifts
and scaffolding.

Juan Valencia and Dani Latshaw stock the shelves
of C & S Hardware for opening next week

Juan is proud to offer many of the newest products available, most with an “over the counter” warranty,
making returns or exchanged easy for customers.
The new store will be staffed by two to three employees and will be open seven days a week. Initial hours
will be M-F 7:30-5:30, Sat 8:00-4:00, Sun 10:00-4:00. You can reach the staff of C &S Hardware at 814-6777246.

Oil City Main Street Holiday Wrap-Up
Christmas Past Highlights
Oil City’s 15th Annual Christmas Past event was held December 3 – 6th with a weekend full of holiday
festivities for all ages! The festivities began on Thursday evening with the Oil City Rotary’s tree lighting
ceremony in the Town Square, followed by a concert by Maureen Galiber at the Free Methodist Church…
Friday’s activities included the Rotary Chili Cook-Off and plus carolers, children’s activities and Santa on the
South Side… Saturday began with the Jingle Bell Run 5K and a full schedule of craft/gift festivals, concerts and
activities all over town… and Sunday concluded with Santa’s Train Stop at Relief Street and the Polar Express
movie at Venango Museum. Mark your calendars for the first weekend in December 2016!
“Best Dressed Windows” Brightens Up Downtown Oil City
Once again, the Oil City Main Street Program’s “Best Dressed Window” contest put some sparkle in our
Christmas Season! The top honors went to Edward Jones (Donna Rapp office) with 2 nd place going to Lydia’s
Stitches. Today’s Cutting Edge Salon, The Printer’s Cabinet & Curiosities, and the Transit Fine Arts Gallery
also participated in the contest which had an earlybird deadline of November 18… and we noticed many
more holiday displays popping up in the weeks that followed. You can visit the Oil City Main Street Program
on Facebook to view the 2015 Holiday Windows Album… or take a walk through downtown Oil City and
enjoy them in person! Details for the next “Best Dressed Windows” contest will be announced in January.
Thanks to all of our downtown businesses who participated this season!

Venango Area Chamber of Commerce ● (814) 676-8521 ● www.venangochamber.org

Center Street Bridge Closed for Much of 2016
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The Center Street bridge is due for extensive renovations in a project that will shut down the span to traffic
much of next year. The tentative timetable calls for the bridge to be closed to motorists from March
through September of 2016. The local PennDOT office has established the detours for road and pedestrian
traffic. The Venango Chamber and Oil City Main Street Program will work together to meet with
downtown businesses to share information as it is available and to look for ways to minimize challenges
created by the change in traffic patterns.
Several events held through the summer months, including Oil Heritage Festival, will be forced to make
changes, as the closing of Seneca Street will not be possible. The Chamber is planning an alternate
downtown location for the Craft Show, which will be limited to Saturday only, and the Sunday Car and
Motorcycle Show. The Oil Heritage Festival Parade will be held on the Southside of Oil City, anticipated to
step off at the intersection of Mayer and West First Streets and end at the intersection with State Street.
Planning has begun on a new event for Friday.
Continue to watch the VenangoWorks monthly newsletter for
updates leading up to and throughout the bridge closing.
A downtown business roundtable is planned for January 8th at 8:00,
at the National Transit Building great room, where we will share
information provided by PennDOT and discuss ways we can work
together during the closing.

Downtown Business Meeting - Impact of Bridge Closing
January 8th at 8:00 AM at the Nation Transit Building Great Room

One Card, Three Libraries
As you have likely heard by now, Venango County funded a special project to unite the infrastructure of our
three county libraries: Cooperstown, Oil City, and Franklin. We now all use the same library software,
called TLC, and share a new, single library card that can be used at all three locations.
This benefits our patrons in a number of ways:
TLC is a modernized library system. The new online catalog offers more Google-like searching capabilities,
and is optimized to use on mobile devices. There is also a special, kids-only catalog.




Books from all three of our county libraries show up in your searches!
The new system sends you a reminder via text or email two days
before your items are due, as well as notify you of any arrived holds or
overdue items.
The new system keeps track of all the books you’ve checked out.

Some checkout policies and fines have varied slightly in order to keep
them the same across all three libraries.
Please, stop in your library today and pick up your new card!
“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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Drake Well Museum and Park
Announces New Winter Hours
Drake Well Museum and Park is announcing new winter
operating hours. Effective January 2, 2016, the museum
will be closed Monday through Friday and open on
Saturdays (9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.) and Sundays (noon to
5:00 p.m.) for the months of January and February.
According to Museum Site Administrator Melissa Mann,
the change in Drake Well Museum’s operating hours is not
a result of Pennsylvania’s budget impasse but rather is
due to persistent low attendance during January and
February. “Unfortunately, after reviewing five years
worth of numbers, we have been forced to make the
difficult decision to reduce our winter operating hours in
order to offset continued monetary losses caused by low
winter visitation,” said Mann.
The museum will return to its regular operating schedule
(Tuesday-Saturday 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. and Sunday
noon to 5:00 p.m.) on March 1, 2016.
For more information about museum programs, visit
www.drakewell.org, call (814) 827-2797, or find us on
Facebook at Drake Well Museum.

2016 Membership Directory
Preparation Begins
Work has already begun on the printed 2016 Member
Directory. If you have had any changes to your listing ,
now is the time to contact us with your updates.
To see the information for your business that we
currently have on file, visit www.venangoworks.org.
Any changes can be directed to our
staff
via
email
to
chamber@venangochamber.org or
by calling 814-676-8521. If you are
interested in advertising in the
printed directory, contact the
Chamber for rates.

Venango Area Chamber of Commerce ● (814) 676-8521 ● www.venangochamber.org
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Dancing with the Stars
The Franklin Fine Arts Council is hosting a bus trip to
Dancing with the Stars Live! On January 20th, 2016 at
Benedum Center in Pittsburgh PA.
For more information call Ronnie Beith at 814-437-1619
ext 123 or email info@franklinpa.gov.

Oil Country Bluegrass Festival
The 2016 Oil Country Bluegrass Festival will be held Feb
19- 21, 2016, at the Days Inn in Oil City.
Questions should be directed to Cinnamon Evans,
Bluegrass Chairperson @ 814- 670- 5005 ext 2 or email
at oilcountybluegrassfestival@gmail.com - follow the
festival on Facebook at Oil County Blue Grass Festival.

Adopt a Grandparent
Shared Love at Christmas
Marla McVay’s Mary Kay unit adopted the residents at
Golden Living and Oakwood Heights in Oil City and
presented each of them with a special gift for Christmas
2015. Marla asked businesses and individuals in the
community to help with this project by adopting a resident
for Christmas and everyone came through in a huge
way!!!!! This year 225 gift sets were away with even a few
extra that went to Sugar Creek Station in Franklin!
Gifts were presented to residents on Saturday, December
19th. The Oil City Boys JV/Varsity Basketball team
delivered gifts to Golden Living and HoLey Jeans delivered
gifts to Oakwood Heights. In addition to giving the gifts, the
youth spend a little time with the residents. It was a
heartwarming experience for everyone involved!
A huge thank you to
everyone
who
was
involved in making the
event a success!
Marla remarks “This is
one of my favorite
events to do each year
and I hope it continues
to grow every year.”
“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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Volunteer For the Future of Business
Pennsylvania Free Enterprise Week
(PFEW) is a one-of-a-kind summer
program that offers in-coming high
school juniors and seniors a unique
and challenging opportunity to see
what it is like to run their own
business.
Participants will make up an "imaginary" management team
where they will learn first-hand about the Free Enterprise System.
Their task - turn their failing company into a financial success!
They will develop their own marketing strategies, design a
website and in essence, make all of the decisions that are
demanded of real life company executives. All work and no fun-NO WAY! PFEW provides students with a chance like no other - to
experience what it is like to live on a college campus.
A Pennsylvania Free Enterprise Week experience is not
complete without our most valuable resource, our volunteers,
who are essential for us to carry out our mission. We have
volunteer opportunities that range in commitment levels and
responsibilities.
Company Advisor
As a Company Advisor (CA), you will mentor a team of high school
students and have the opportunity to enhance your own
leadership skills while you share your personal expertise and
experiences. Your role is to engage, educate and empower the
students to be involved in the activities. This week-long
opportunity will be nothing like you have every experienced
before!
Judge
Being a Judge for one of our Friday competitions at the end of the
students' week, is the next best way (after being a Company
Advisor for the week) to get one's "toe in the water." On Friday of
each PFEW session, each student company is responsible for both
a Stockholders' and Advertising Presentation. Both competitions
will each have an overall winner declared at the awards banquet
on that evening. In addition, the scoring for the Stockholders' and
Advertising segments each count 25% towards the highlight of the
week, which is the naming of the overall "Top Company." The
judging, therefore, is extremely important to the students.
Speaker
PFEW provides students with access to a variety of speakers and
messages, from motivational, to inspirational, to entrepreneurial.
If you are energetic, exciting, and looking to share your message
with our students, we encourage you to contact us for speaking
opportunities at PFEW.

Venango Area Chamber of Commerce ● (814) 676-8521 ● www.venangochamber.org
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Welcome Back Kurtis!
Over the past two years I have authored a networking column for
VenangoWorks. Through this, I have had the chance to meet some great people
and have some tremendous conversations. I'm excited to continue writing for
VenangoWorks, and thrilled to be expanding the column in 2016. This year I'll
be looking to cover a variety of business topics and would love to hear from
you. If you have a topic you would like to see featured in this column or would
even like to have your story featured in this column, please reach out to myself
or the Venango Area Chamber of Commerce.
With that out of the way, I am excited to be back writing. It has been a long few
months for me as I recover from breaking my neck this summer. It is an
experience that has taught me so many things; patience, how to ask for help
from others, and how to work harder than I ever thought possible. These life
lessons are sure to benefit myself and my company as we move forward.
I am glad to be on the mend and am looking forward to seeing you all at the upcoming Chamber events as
well as out in the community. Thanks again to everyone who has sent cards, thoughts, and prayers.
Kurtis Bell, ServiceMaster by Bell

Venangochamber.org
Where and When You Need it
Responsive design allows your website to adapt to the device
your users are viewing it on. It provides you with the
capability to write your content once and publish it
everywhere, to be easily viewed on any size device.
Because mobile Internet usage is increasing steadily, it's
extremely important that your website is mobile friendly.
The Chamber’s website is an important portal to information
about our organization but also to our businesses and our
community. Early in 2016 the Venango Chamber website will
be configured to be responsive.
In an effort to make it even easier for mobile users to get to
the information they need, we have secured 3 additional web
addresses that will take you directly to the membership
directory, the Calendar of Events or to the FLEX page.
www.venangoworks.org - online member directory
www.venangoplays.org
calendar
www.venangoflex.org

-

online community events

- FLEX, the regional's young
professional network
“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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Board of Directors
David Snedden, Pres
Greg Merkel, V.P.
Frank Hajduk, Sec.
Matt Caldwell, Treas.
Rebecca Beach
Dr. Kate Eckert
Dr. Roxanne Gonzales
Shari Hamilton
Butch Hargenrader
Jeannie Henry
Deb Lutz
Ashley McCauley
Joyce Morgan
Trenton Moulin

Hagan Business Machines
Mcfate & Merkel Law Office
SCORE
Caldwell Printing Services
Clarion County Community Bank
Eckert Chiropractic
Clarion University
Friends of Drake Well Museum
Pepsi Bottling Company
Urban Seneca Agency
Oil Region Alliance
Northwest Savings Bank

Chamber Events Calendar
JANUARY
1 Chamber Closed
15 FLEX Monthly Meeting. Social Night, 5:30PM; Location TBA
21 Board of Directors Meeting 8AM
21 H&R Block Mixer, 5-7PM
28 Rep. R. Lee James Mixer, 5-7PM
FEBRUARY
18 Board of Directors Meeting 8AM
24 Chamber Outstanding Citizen of the Year and Annual Dinner Cross Creek Resort 5PM

UPMC Northwest
Bridge Builders Community
Foundations

STAFF
Susan Williams
Dottie Tawney
Ashley Cowles

Executive Director
Executive Assistant
Intern, Kent State University

COMMUNITY CALENDAR OF EVENTS AVAILABLE AT
WWW.VENANGOCHAMBER.ORG/CALENDAR

Venango Area Chamber of Commerce ● (814) 676-8521 ● www.venangochamber.org

New Year Trends for Young Professionals

By Casey McVay, FLEX President

I network with a variety of professionals, other wide-eyed young professionals similar to me, mountain climbing
managers who continuously ascend toward new goals, and seasoned professionals with mounds of knowledge
and wisdom. Regardless, I can always learn something from each one. I am a firm believer my network is the
strongest asset I will ever have in my career. It offers many lessons I can tap into and some of the most valuable
are learned from those who have reached their personal success. At some point, they were a young professional
just starting to work their way up the mountain.
YPs are known to desire the journey from Point A to Point B in their career to be swift, but most are willing to put
the time, energy, and hard work into earning the next step. YPs are also trendsetters and trend followers, just take
a look at this group’s social media feeds and you’ll see what I mean. And while social media trends are important,
let’s step away from the digital glow for a moment to explore a few trends the successful followed way before we
arrived in the network. We can all put these trends to work in the New Year.
Wise use of time.
Interruptions are inevitable, but we have the power to determine how much of our time we give to them.
Successful professionals keep track of their schedules, schedule time to complete assignments and projects, and
keep a record of how their time is spent. They also take the time to plan what results they want before they have
important conversations, which leads to the next trend.

Volume 3| Issue 1| January 2016

Graceful communication.
Most people don’t master the art of communication, but its important YPs interact professionally. Before hitting
“send” after composing your next post, note, or email, take a few moments to consider your message and
audience. That can apply before you speak up at the next board meeting or Chamber mixer. Let your colleagues
know you value their opinions, not just your own.
Coping with uncertainty.
If you’re as busy as I am, you know chaos is unavoidable,
even if you’re particularly organized. Managing
overwhelming situations is a necessary skill. Dale
Carnegie said, “Feeling sorry for yourself, and your
present condition, is not only a waste of energy but the
worst habit you could possibly have.”
Continued on page 10
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Kate Cotter
Venango County hosts many students and young professionals from far-away places,
and Kate Cotter is one of those bright, aspiring new faces! The Venango Area
Chamber of Commerce welcomes Kate to the area from Green Bay, Wisconsin, while
she works at the Golden Living Center, in Oil City, as an Administrator in Training.
Kate is a senior Health Care Administration major at the University of Wisconsin-Eau
Claire. For her degree, she is completing a 50-week practicum at the Golden Living
Center and finishing her classes online. She is set to graduate in May and plans to sit
for a licensure exam. “After passing, I would like to stay in long-term care, hopefully
working my way to becoming an Administrator of a skilled nursing facility,” Kate said
about her plans for the future. So far, her experience in Venango County has proven to her that the area
would be an excellent place to start a career.
Kate is a dedicated Green Bay Packers fan and enjoys visiting home where she can get “real” Wisconsin
cheese curds, something she misses, but has found a new favorite food spot in the area at the Villa. She also
loves to find time to relax with a good read, but right now, she is filling up her free time by getting involved
in the community. Kate said, “Everyone I have met here has been very friendly and welcoming to me,” and
FLEX is excited to welcome Kate to assist with the planning for 2016. Thanks for choosing Venango County
to work and study, Kate!

Continued from page 9
Resilience.
If you can teach yourself to manage your emotions and actions in
stressful times, you can also learn to persevere and ride out
failure. Failure can act as a stepping stone to success, but we need
tough skin to reach the top of the mountain.
Respect.
Most of the other trends are inward, but the act of respect regards
others. YPs might follow the same trends, but we are all different
and we are certainly different than seasoned professionals. Many
YP’s are eager to share their passion, but sometimes it clouds the
view of other opinions and thoughts. Keeping an open mind and
respecting what each other brings to a network can help build
stronger relationships and bigger success.
Some of my YP colleagues would probably suggest cooking and
working out should be on the list, too, because both are practical
and can massively improve one’s life and budget for decades, but
chicken marsala won’t help us reach the ultimate career goals we
have. This year, let’s get gritty, and take action based on the trends
of the masters in our networks. Happy New Years!
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Kristian Taylor
Another young professional who hails from outside the area is Kristian Taylor,
originally from Toledo, OH. Kristian arrived to Oil City a few months ago after living
in the Philadelphia area for some time and is the new Coordinator of Recreational
Services at Clarion University in Clarion, PA. He has a B.A and M.A. in Sport
Management from Morehead State University in Kentucky, where he was
Outstanding Sport Management Undergraduate and Graduate Student.
Kristian says moving from Philadelphia has had its challenges, including not
knowing many people, but he plans to take advantage of the upcoming young
professional networking events to ease the transition. He enjoys staying active and
anything sports related. Kristian is also an accomplished piano player and plays the guitar from time to
time.
Professionally, Kristian aspires to take the next step in his career and become a Director of Recreation at
the D1 collegiate level, but says “it’s probably time for a family.” Jokingly, he mentioned his mother would
love nothing more than a daughter-in-law and a grandchild. In the meantime, he is excited to learn more
about Venango County and the wonderful opportunities in the area for recreation and professional growth.
If you run into Kristian, please introduce yourself and welcome him to Venango County!

FLEX Presents Nominations Open!
Online form
www.venangochamber.org/flex-presents-nomination/
Form to print
www.venangochamber.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/Nomination-Form.pdf
FLEX Presents is an annual event that celebrates the
achievements of Venango County's young professionals,
those under 40 who contribute to their community through
civic engagement.
We encourage you to pay careful attention to those “under
40” that you encounter each day in your community, your
work and even in your home and help us to celebrate our
most valuable assets and the future of our region.
We’ve made the nomination process easier. Please see and
share the nomination form included in this newsletter.
Nominations will be accepted through February 13th.
All nominees will be recognized at FLEX Presents, to be
held on April 1st. The location will be announced in the
February FYI.
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Bike and Brew Event Planned for 2016 OHF
FLEX members are excited to announce that they are planning a new event to be held during Oil Heritage Festival
2016. The first annual Oil Heritage Festival Bike and Brewfest will begin on the morning of Friday, July 22 nd, with a
variety of bicycle related activities happening throughout the day, in and around Oil City. Late in the afternoon, the
Brewfest will kickoff, expected to last 2-3 hours. Breweries from across the region have been invited to “Save the Date”
while details are confirmed. Those interested in participating in the planning of either the bike or brew portion of the
event are welcomed to contact the Chamber for more information.
There's a new way to get your fill of local news. It's called Venango Extra. The new
website, found at VenangoExtra.com, is geared towards the younger population
with features like "Hot Topics" and interactive games.
Studies over the years have shown young professionals and students look for
news and entertainment in their hand-held electronic devices rather than in a
printed format. Venango Extra was built to reach these younger readers with its
clean design and navigable menu list.
Its goal is to engage with younger readers and give them a way to share their own news. The site features many local
stories each day, but also includes national and world news as well as a look at professional sports and entertainment
stories that people are talking about. Local police news is updated throughout the day to keep readers informed.
Readers with an eye for photography can submit a local photo to be featured on the Home page of the website. High
schools in the area have been invited to participate in the website by allowing students to submit information about
events and activities at their schools.
The website is offered free of charge. There is no subscription plan needed or paywall to cross in order to read the
news. Items of interest to readers may be emailed to venangoextra@gmail.com. There also are ways to share photos
and information via Facebook, Instagram and Twitter.

OUR MISSION
FLEX represents the needs and interests of Young Professionals by positioning ourselves
as leaders, entrepreneurs and advocates for the sustainability of the Venango Area
through civic engagement, leadership development and networking.

Where you’ll find FLEX in January:
Friday, January 8
 Bike & Brew Planning Meeting, 6:30 p.m. at Double Play in Oil City
 Cabaret Night, 8 p.m. at the Barrow Civic Theatre in Franklin *FLEX Members
receive free entry with a FLEX business card. If you need one, contact us!
January 15
 Monthly Meeting/Social Night, 5:30 p.m. Watch your FLEX emails for the location
announcement.
Interested in hosting a FLEX meeting at your business? Let us know!
Chamber events - Check out the Chamber’s Calendar of Events at
www.venangochamber.org

email: flex@venangochamber.org
FLEX ● (814) 676-8521 ● www.venangochamber.org/chamber/flex

VenangoFLEX

Sponsorship Opportunities

You are Cordially Invited
to attend
The
Venango Area
Chamber of Commerce
Annual Dinner

Presenting Sponsor - $1000
(One Available)
The program will be referred to as “(name of Sponsor) Presents
the Venango Area Chamber of Commerce Annual Dinner Honoring
Outstanding Citizens, Mr & Mrs. Lee James”
Benefits:
 Logo and Presenting Sponsor recognition on flyers,
website and emails
 Logo and Presenting Sponsor recognition in
Venango Works Newsletter
 Logo and Presenting Sponsor recognition on program
 Verbal recognition during event
 Logo recognition in media presentation
 Complimentary reserved table of 8
 Logo or name on Outstanding Citizens plaque
 Photo opportunity with Outstanding Citizens

honoring our

Outstanding Citizens

Benefits:
 Logo and recognition in Venango Works
 Logo in program
 Verbal and logo recognition during event
 Logo recognition in media presentation
 4 Complimentary tickets to the event

41 Main Street
Oil City, PA 16301

Benefits:
 Thank You in program
 Signage at Reception
 Logo recognition in media presentation

Our Mission

Reception Sponsor - $100

The Venango Area Chamber of Commerce
Builds, serves and promotes regional business.

Dinner Sponsor - $500

Mr. Lee James
& Mrs. Maureen James
Wednesday, February 24, 2016
Reception 5:30pm
Dinner 6:30 ~ 8:30pm
Emerald Room, Cross Creek Resort
Route 8
Titusville, PA

Outstanding Citizens
The Venango Area Chamber of Commerce 2015
Outstanding Citizens are Lee and
Maureen
James of Oil City.
Maureen, who was an art teacher for 36 years
until retiring in 2007, was always taught to give
back. As a result she was motivated to instill
that same mindset in her students. Maureen
has taken her love of the arts and used it for the betterment of the
region. She is currently a studio artist for the National Transit Building
while also serving as a member of the Revitalization and Graffiti Gallery
committees. In addition to her work with the arts, Maureen is a member of the Friends of the Library, Oil City Main Street, Winifred Tonkin
Guild, and an active Zonta Club Member, as well as many other organizations.
Lee got his start in volunteer work with United Way and remains active
by being involved with Boy Scouts of America. He is also the former
chairman of the Venango County Vocational Technology Center data
processing Committee and a member of the Venango County Blind
Association. Lee also serves on the board of the Grove Hill Cemetery
and is a member of the Free and Accepted Mason.
Lee is a veteran and was in the United States Navy from 1966 to
1972. He continues to serve the military through his volunteer service
with the Congressional Military Academics Advisory Board. They both
have been active in the West Point Military Parents Club of Western PA
and have helped in promoting and raising money for the Wounded
Warrior Project.
Lee and Maureen have been the Oil Heritage Festival Committee queen
candidate chairmen, coordinating every aspect of recognizing young
women of excellence from across the community, for 36 years.

Menu

Cocktail Reception Hour Menu
Hot Appetizers
Meat, Vegetable & Fruit Trays
Cash Bar

Dinner Hour Menu
Garden Salad
Rolls
Choice of: Prime Rib, Stuffed Chicken Breast or
Angel Hair Pasta with Marinara
Baked Potato
Vegetable
Dessert
Suggested attire for the evening is Business Formal.

Reservation Form

Method of Payment
Payment policy for programs and events:
In order to be prepared and provide the best experience for all of our guests, registration and
payment for events and programs is expected in advance unless otherwise noted.

Company Name
Address/State/Zip

□ Please Invoice (chamber members only)
□ Check Enclosed

Phone Number

Seating
In an effort to accommodate large groups who wish to be seated together,
banquet tables will be numbered and seating will be assigned.
If you would like to be seated with friends, you must submit your reservations
forms together or submit the complete list of names of the people at your table.
Circle Meal Choice
1.

__________________________________

Prime Rib

Chicken

Pasta

2.

__________________________________

Prime Rib

Chicken

Pasta

3.

__________________________________

Prime Rib

Chicken

Pasta

4.

__________________________________

Prime Rib

Chicken

Pasta

5.

__________________________________

Prime Rib

Chicken

Pasta

6.

__________________________________

Prime Rib

Chicken

Pasta

7.

__________________________________

Prime Rib

Chicken

Pasta

8.

__________________________________

Prime Rib

Chicken

Pasta

Please make all checks payable to
“Venango Area Chamber of Commerce”

□ Credit Card

Please fill out the following information if paying by Credit Card.
___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___
3-digit Verification Code: ___ ___ ___

Expiration Date: ___ ___ /___ ___

Billing Zip Code ___ ___ ___ ___ ___
Reservations and payments may be made

Reservations can also be emailed to dtawney@venangochamber.org or
faxed to (814) 676-8185

Please include names of attendees and
meal choices when making reservations

The cost per person is $45 if received before February 1st
$55 if received February 1st and after.

Dinner Reservation Total at $45 each $_____

□ Presenting Sponsorship - $1000 includes 8 seats
□ Dinner Sponsorship - $500 includes 4 seats
□ Reception Sponsorship - $100
Sponsorship Total

online at www.venangochamber.org

$_____

All sponsorships must be confirmed by January 27, 2016 for recognition on
invitation and February VenangoWorks.

Please note that Venango Chambers cancellation and no show policy:
Program and event registration cancellations must be made by Friday, February 19th if
attendance is not possible. Please remember registrants can send a representative from the
company in their place. If the registration is not canceled, cancelled after the deadline or no
one attended the event in place of the original registrant, it is considered to be a "no-show"
and payment is still required.

Venango Area Chamber of Commerce
P.O. Box 376
Oil City, PA 16301
814-676-8521

