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“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”  
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WELCOMES NEW MEMBERS 
 
84 Lumber Co. 
Denise Hutchison 
2717 St. Rt. 257 
PO Box 294 
Cranberry, PA  16319 
Email: hutchisond@0274.84lumber.com 
www.84lumber.com 
Published:  Kitchen and Bath Design 
 
Housing Authority of the 
City of Franklin 
Vanessa Rockovich 
1212 Chestnut Street 
Franklin, PA   16323 
Email: hacf@usachoice.net  
www.franklinhousingpa.org 
Published: Non-Profit 
 

   Schiffer’s Custom Cabinetry 
   Nate Schiffer 
   242 South Main Street 
   Seneca, PA  16346 
   Email: schiffers232@comcast.com 
   Published: Cabinet Makers 
 
   Uhlig Lock & Safe 
   Thomas Uhlig 
   16325 Conneaut Lake Road 
   Meadville, PA  16335 
   Email: tuhlig@uhliglocksmith.com 
   www.uhliglocksmith.com 
   Published: Locksmith 

 
84 Lumber was established in Venango County as a      
supplier of building materials. New to the location is 
the Kitchen and Bath Design Studio built in 2015.  It 
exists with the main building and provides a new      
service and dimension to building and design. 
 
 
 
 
The Housing Authority of the City of Franklin has been 
providing affordable housing to families in need for 
over 40 years. Today we serve approximately 230   
families in the City of Franklin, from young families to 
senior citizens, and those with special needs. 
 
 
 
 
We are a local family looking to provide quality custom 
cabinets to our community at an affordable price.       
Working from Erie to Pittsburgh with delivery.  
 
 
 
 
Full service commercial and residential Locksmith and    

Security company including safe opening and servicing,  

access control cctv camera systems, automatic gate      

operators and alarm systems. 

#MembershipWorks 
 

The Venango area Chamber of Commerce is not a one-size-fits-all organization we serve more than 500 businesses and organizations 
that may include one employee in a home-based business, to large companies that employ thousands. Some of our members are 
looking for marketing opportunities to grow their business, some are looking for networking and training opportunities for their 
employees and others are looking for information and direction on legislative issues. 
 

No matter what their size all members can rely on the chamber to help grow the community in a progressive and responsible manner 
while fostering the outstanding quality of life but we all enjoy. The #MembershipWorks feature in each newsletter will share tools 
you can use to help you develop and enhance your business and our community. For more information about how to best use your 
chamber membership contact the chamber at 814-676-8495. 

http://www.linkedin.com/groups?home=&gid=1505497&trk=anet_ug_hm&goback=.nmp_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1.npv_24209418_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_spm*4pic_*1
http://www.linkedin.com/groups?home=&gid=1505497&trk=anet_ug_hm&goback=.nmp_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1.npv_24209418_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_spm*4pic_*1
https://twitter.com/venangochamber
https://twitter.com/venangochamber
http://www.youtube.com/user/VenangoChamber
https://twitter.com/venangochamber
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Venango-Area-Chamber-of-Commerce/105969715560
http://instagram.com/venangochamber?ref=badge
http://instagram.com/venangochamber?ref=badge
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/Venango-Area-Chamber-Commerce-1505497/about
https://www.youtube.com/user/VenangoChamber
http://www.84lumber.com
http://www.franklinhousingpa.org
http://www.uhliglocksmith.com
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Members Network at 14 Mixers in 2015 
 

Hundreds of Chamber members enjoyed a variety of opportunities for networking and for learning about 
other member businesses and organizations in 2015.  Members hosted 14 mixers this past year and a few 
of them have already scheduled a mixer for 2016! Hosting a mixer is a great way to invite you fellow 
chamber members to get to know your business better.  We can provide you with information about how 
to plan and promote your event. If you are thinking about hosting a Chamber mixer in 2016, please 
contact us quickly, as our calendar is already filling up.  
 
We want to thank all of our wonderful hosts from 2015! 

Lee James 
Bridge Builders Community Foundations 
Venango CASA 
Business of the Year  -  at the Barrow 
Hi-Level Golf Course 
Cranberry Pennzoil/Farmers National Bank 
Oakwood Heights 
 
 

Wanango Golf Club 
Foxburg 
Clarion University’s Venango College 
Oil City Moose Club 
Butler Health System 
Cross Creek Resort 
Hot Pepper Catering / Chamber Holiday Open House 

More about Mixers -Make Membership Mixers Work for You! 
 

One of the greatest tangible benefits of membership in the Venango Area Chamber of Commerce is the 
networking opportunities and connections that are made when members get together. 
 
Each month the chamber provides an opportunity for members together over food and beverages at an 
event called a Business After Hours Mixer. Each mixer has the same format; attendees are greeted at the 
door by the staff of the chamber at the door, provided with name tag and a ticket for door prize drawings. 
 
Because each mixer location is different, the set up may differ slightly from month-to-month. Each may 
mixer feature a brief program, a tour of the business or simply an inside look at the business or 
organization. Chamber staff is happy to help in welcoming everyone, assisting in any door prize draw 
things and introducing a representative from the sponsoring host, who is invited to provide a brief 
overview of their business and organization; and then the networking continues. Each mixer is usually 
wrapped up around 7:00PM. 
 
Meet new acquaintances or catch up with an old friend or 
colleague and visit while you enjoy hors d'oeuvres and beverages. 
Looking to meet someone new from the business community? 
Beginning in 2016, we will invite new members to wear a new 
member ribbon on their name tag. Want some assistance in 
meeting people at the mixer? Look for chamber staff or board 
members who will be wearing green ribbons on their name 
badges. This group of welcoming volunteers are able and ready to 
help you meet other chambers and learn about their business 
while introducing them to your business.  

#MembershipWorks 

Contact the Chamber today  
to schedule your 2016 mixer! 
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Chamber Leadership Continues Strategic Planning Efforts 
 

Under the leadership of the Executive Committee, the Chamber  has spent most of 2015 carefully reflecting 
on the Mission, Vision and Values of the Chamber and how they are best achieved through the plan of work.  
At the annual board retreat in January, four key objectives were identified. 
 
 Create stronger business to business connections within the Venango Region. 
 Develop the next generation of business leaders for the Venango Region. 
 Be the business information connector for the Venango Region. 
 Insure the Sustainability of the Venango Chamber. 
 
Board members examined the current programs and activities of the Chamber, considering their                 
effectiveness and what should be expanded upon or eliminated. They have also explored where new          
opportunities exist, to better serve members and the community at large. A priority of this exercise is to 
find ways to better engage board members, chamber members and strategic partners.  As we finalize the 
plan and share more specific details in 2016, we invite you to contact us to learn how you can be more       
involved, as a volunteer, by serving on a committee or task force or perhaps serving on our leadership team 
in the future. 

Northwest Commission Helps Connect Veterans and Spouses 
 to Regional Companies 
 

It is pivotal that as the economy recovers, we as a region are able to meet the workforce needs of our      
companies.  As an economic developer, the Northwest Commission knows that it is critical to join with our 
partners in workforce development, education and government to create a system that is capable of      
meeting the employment needs of companies in the 21st century.  In an effort to craft workforce solutions 
that  address the needs of modern employers, the Northwest Commission has contracted with Recruit     
Military to make the #1 online military-to-civilian recruitment tool free for businesses in the 8-county     
region of Clarion, Crawford, Erie, Forest, Lawrence, Mercer, Venango and Warren.  When registered 
through the Northwest Commission, employers in the region can add unlimited job postings to the           
RecruitMilitary Job Board at no charge. 
 
With a skills gap that has been widening for decades, many companies are looking for people with technical 
knowledge as well as drive and dedication.  Many businesses are willing to provide in-house hands-on 
training to the right individuals, especially the men and women who have served in our Armed Forces with 
identified transferable skills and a track record of successes. As of today, there are over 800,000 military 
men and women registered with RecruitMilitary.  On average, every day 300 new members join and job 
postings receive thousands of views.   
 
Jill Foys, Executive Director at the Northwest Commission stated, “This is a great opportunity for our        
region’s employers to connect to veterans who possess the skills most sought after by employers.  Many of 
our companies have expressed interest in contracting with similar employment sites but the cost was     
prohibitive.  The Northwest Commission’s board of directors endorsed our role as the contracting partner 
that allows all businesses in our eight counties to post jobs to RecruitMilitary’s Job Board free of charge.” 
 
Businesses can take advantage of this opportunity by emailing NWC@northwestpa.org to request a          
registration form or learn more by visiting www.northwestpa.org/veterans-initiative/. 

mailto:NWC@northwestpa.org
http://www.northwestpa.org/veterans-initiative/
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Oil City’s First Night® 2015  
Features a Large Variety of Fun and Entertainment 

 

This year’s always popular First Night® Oil City will once again offer 
attendees a wide variety of outstanding entertainment                     
complemented by two fireworks displays; a gala display at 7:00 p.m. 
and a “Welcome to 2014” volley at midnight.  The action packed    
family-oriented non-alcoholic celebration also will include outdoor 
bonfires, hat making, the Cool Night Light People's Procession ,      
children’s events, an Ice Sculpture Throne at Towne Square, great 
food, and a shuttle bus to transport people from venue to venue.  
Over the years, those who attend First Night have often commented, 
“There’s so much to do - - you won’t be able to do it all! 

  

Admission to First Night Oil City events requires the purchase of a 
button.   

  

Attendees may choose to attend any of the 15 indoor events by      
purchasing and wearing a First Night  Button.  A schedule  
accompanies each button sold.  It contains all of the information you 
need regarding the events taking place on First Night.  The fee for 
purchasing a button is $8 if buttons are purchased prior to December 
25. Buttons purchased after December 25 or on the night of the show 
will sell for $10 each.  Admission for children of age 5 years and 
under is FREE.   

  

Button sale sites after 5 p.m. on New Year’s Eve will include The Days Inn; located at 1 Seneca Street; 
Spilling the Beans Gourmet Coffee House, located at 2 W. Front Street; and, The Transit Fine Arts Gallery  
located at 206 Seneca Street. 

   

 In order to continue the event from year-to-year, the Committee is always in need of additional members 
and community volunteers.  If you are interested in joining the committee, serving as a volunteer during 
the event, or need additional information, please contact Susan Williams at the Venango Area Chamber of 
Commerce at (814)676-8521 or at:   swilliams@venangochamber.org. 

 
First Night Buttons Available at the Venango Area Chamber of Commerce 

Urban-Seneca Agency Welcomes New Customer Service Coordinator and Notary 
 

Urban-Seneca Agency is proud to announce a new addition to our team, Tawyna         

Resinger. Tawyna is joining us after 13 years of customer service in the banking          

industry, including Teller Supervisor for a Fortune 200 firm and five years of retail 

management experience. The longevity of her customer service experience is beneficial 

to her customers in her role as Customer Service Coordinator. Tawyna brings with her 

to the team a Pennsylvania Notary License and the years of experience that come with 

it. Tawyna has years of community involvement as a volunteer coach/treasurer for the 

Oil City Girls Softball League. She resides in Oil City, PA with her husband Bill, daughter 

Samantha, and grandson Hunter. 

mailto:swilliams@venangochamber.org
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YWCA of Oil City Hosts Sweet Treats 

The YWCA of Oil City, 109 Central Avenue, will be having 
their annual Sweet Treats event on Saturday, December 5th 
from 9 am – 2 pm.   

Lunch will be served from 11 am – 1 pm.  Also  featured at 
the event will be homemade 
Christmas Cookies for sale by the 
dozen or individually, several 
craft vendors, holiday gift items 
and accessories and a basket 
raffle with a choice of more than 
20 themed baskets.   

Start your holiday shopping early!  

Oil City Christmas Past  
to be Held the First  
Weekend of December 

 

Oil City’s 15th Annual Christmas 
Past event will be held on 
Thursday, December 3rd until 
Sunday, December 6th in 
downtown Oil City.  Family friendly 
activities are hosted by many 
community groups and 
organizations.  
 
The Jingle Bell Run 5K (run/walk) will have a route this 
year through downtown Oil City. Cost is $25, or $20 if     
pre-registered by Nov. 24.  Registration forms are 
available in online at  
www.oilcitymainstreet.org/index.cfm/events-news/
#Oil_City%27s_Annual_Christmas_Past, where you will 
also find a complete schedule of events for Christmas Past.  

2016 Job Opportunity  

ServiceMaster by Bell will have an evening janitorial posi-
tion starting January 1, 2016 in Cranberry/Seneca area. 
The position will be for 34hrs weekly and will be 5 nights 
per week.  If you are interested or know of someone who 
may be, pleased contact Kurtis Bell, Office: 814.764.3232, 
Mobile: 814.227.5813, kurtis.smbybell@gmail.com . 

http://www.mcfateandmerkel.com/
http://www.bertklapecinc.com/
mailto:info@barrsinsurance.com
http://www.oilcityhotel.com/
http://www.oilcitymainstreet.org/index.cfm/events-news/#Oil_City%27s_Annual_Christmas_Past
http://www.oilcitymainstreet.org/index.cfm/events-news/#Oil_City%27s_Annual_Christmas_Past
mailto:kurtis.smbybell@gmail.com
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Oil City High School  Hosts 
Career Exploration Fair 
 

Local businesses are encouraged to participate in the Oil 
City High School Career Exploration Fair. This year's fair 
will be held on March 8, 2016.  The  time of the Fair is 
from approximately 7:50-11:15, with setup scheduled 
from 7:15-7:45.  The Fair will be located in the Oil 
City Senior High School Gymnasium. 
 

The Career Exploration Fair is a part of the school's   
graduation project.  We want to give every student in the 
high school an opportunity to talk face-to-face with a   
working adult who shares his/her interests, an adult who 
is  further down the road that the student wants to travel, 
an adult who wishes to inform, encourage, and inspire the 
next generation of workers in Venango County. For more 
information, contact Jennifer McGarvie at 814-676-2771, 
ext. 1212 or register online at : 
http://goo.gl/forms/lwLoFzGdxq . 

Thank you to all of our newsletter advertisers that support this 

monthly newsletter with their annual commitment.   We have 

filled all of the space available for 2016.  To be included in 

promoting your business or organization through the 

newsletter in the upcoming year, you can provide us with 

inserts to be included in a single months edition or in several.  

Contact the Chamber for pricing and deadlines. 

Work has already begun on the printed 2016 Member 

Directory.  If you have had any changes to your listing in the 

last year, please contact us with your updates.   

To see the information for your business 

that we currently have on file, visit  

www.venangochamber.org/chamber/

member-directory/. Any changes can be 

directed to our staff via email to 

chamber@venangochamber.org or by 

calling 814-676-8521. If you are interested 

in advertising in the printed directory, 

contact the Chamber for rates. 

http://www.for-cu.com/
http://www.hagan1.com/
http://www.hiexpress.com/franklinpa
http://www.gillconsult.com/
https://sites.google.com/a/mail.ocasd.org/career-exploration-fair/
https://sites.google.com/a/mail.ocasd.org/career-exploration-fair/
http://goo.gl/forms/lwLoFzGdxq
http://www.venangochamber.org/chamber/member-directory/
http://www.venangochamber.org/chamber/member-directory/
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Support Made in Venango This Gift Giving Season 
 
Shop Local, Invest Venango, Small Business Saturday, all campaigns urging you to keep 
your dollars local this holiday season.  So we’ve been giving some thought to how we can 
inspire you to be creative with your gift giving, while supporting local businesses.  And by 
creative we mean Made in Venango!  A quick examination of the Chamber’s membership 
directory provides a great guide to locally made items, from the illustrated children’s books 
of John Manders, the delectable treats of our chocolatiers, Butlers and Divani to the floral 
designs of bloomingails and Double Bloom, all in a wide range of prices!  
 

Need something more custom? A photo session with 
Identity Studio, Bright Idea or Everything Photography is 
sure to please a parent or grandparent, especially once 
custom framed by Victorian Art and Frame. Deac Mong 
(Imageast) or Goorge Colley (Art Inside) can create master 
pieces that will be treasured for years to come. 

 
 
 

Of course you can’t go wrong with a gift of food, so including Brown’s Pure 
Maple Products in a stocking, Clark’s donuts to your Christmas breakfast or 
a beautifully arranged centerpiece by Edible Arrangements should put 
some smile on the faces of family and friends! 
 
I’m thinking too small you say?  No problem!  Consider a new kitchen for Mom, by Myers Custom 
Woodworks, Asels Cabinet Shop or Schiffer’s Custom Cabinetry.  For Dad, how about a custom built 
golf cart by Easy Does It (with a plow for the winter months)? 
 
 

If you need to make one quick stop with lots of choices, you’ll find works of art for gift giving at the 
Transit Fine Arts Gallery in Oil City and fun musical items by Porch Music Store at Liberty Galleria in 
Franklin. 
 
What if you’d actually like to make it yourself? Celestial Quilts and Amazing Stitches may still have 
time to sign you up for a class, where you can create your own unique gifts. 
 

 
All of these great ideas and we haven’t even mentioned those who provide services like 

gift certificates for locally owned restaurants, hair dressers or lawn care providers and 

more. For that person who has everything, perhaps a membership at the YMCA, YWCA or 

to one of the valued local treasures like Drake Well or Venango Museum or one of the local 

libraries. We’re sure we’ve missed a few other great ideas but hopefully we’ve made our 

point that there are plenty of gift ideas for everyone to include in their shopping this year, 

so please join us in supporting Made in Venango!  

Be sure to visit venangochamber.org to find those mentioned and many additional           

retailers who would love to invite you in. Have more ideas for local items?  

Please share them with is via email or Facebook and we’ll post them to the Venango    

Chamber Facebook page. 

Painted on a wooden bench back by Deac Mong 
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Four New Directors Elected to the Venango Chamber Board 
 

Four Chamber members were  recently elected to serve their first three-year terms on the Chamber’s  
Board of  Directors, effective January 1, 2016 
 
Elected were:  
Trenton Moulin, Dr. Roxanne Gonzales, Ashley McCauley and Jake Hickman (pictured below) 
 
Elected to serve to serve their second three year terms were: 
Deb Lutz and Dr. Kate Eckert  
 
Leaving the Board after completing two three-year terms each are: Emily Gill, Lori Sibble and Beth Harman 
and after one three year term is Wendy Lineman 
 
Serving as officers for 2016 are David Snedden, President, Greg Merkel Vice President,  
Frank Hajduk, Secretary and Matt Caldwell, Treasurer.   

Trenton Moulin 
Bridge Builders   
Community  Foundations 

Dr. Roxanne Gonzales 
Clarion University’s  
Venango College 

Ashley McCauley 
Northwest Savings Bank 

Jake Hickman 
Hickman Lumber 
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Cranberry Residents Receive Survey 
 
Cranberry residents are being asked to keep an eye on their 
mailboxes for a lime green envelope with a return address 
from the township. The mailing contains a survey with 
questions that will provide the basis for the township's   
comprehensive plan, a document that will guide decision 
making in Cranberry for at least 10 years. It will give 
township officials a look into what residents want to see in 
the future of Cranberry Township and will help to guide 
their decision making. 
 

The four-page survey should take about 10 minutes to fill 
out, said Koah Pentz, Cranberry's coding enforcement and 
zoning officer. The steering committee is asking for a          
one-month turnaround on the survey and is placing a 
deadline of Dec. 20 on returns. “Cranberry Township has 
some of the largest retailers in the area and is poised to 
draw in more economic development in the future”, Pentz 
said. The survey will help township officials see how and in 
what     direction residents want their town to grow. 
Townships must have comprehensive plans in place to 
apply for grant money for economic development. On the 
other hand, the survey will help officials to identify and to 
maintain those aspects of life in Cranberry that residents 
have grown to love. 
 

Cranberry's last comprehensive plan was adopted in       
September 2004. Only one survey will be mailed to each 
household (more than 3000), but every adult Cranberry 
resident is eligible to fill one out.  
 
The survey may also be accessed online at : 
www.cranberrytwp.org/comprehensive-plan/community-survey. 

Winter is around the corner...... 
Friends of Oil Creek XC Ski Clinic on Sunday, December 
6.  The Clinic is limited to 30 people. Registration form can 
also be downloaded at www.friendsocsp.org.   
Register today.   

XC SKI EQUIPMENT SWAP: is free and open to the public 
from noon to 5:00 on Dec. 6.  Bring equipment to trade or 
sell, come and look for equipment.  This is a great time to get 
starter equipment or upgrade from old equipment! 
 
FRIENDS OF OIL CREEK STATE PARK 
305 State park Road, Oil City, PA 16301-9733 
814-676-5915 Park Office 

http://www.fscas.org/
http://www.northwestsavingsbank.com/
http://www.choicehotels.com/
http://cranberrytwp.org/comprehensive-plan/community-survey
http://www.friendsocsp.org
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Venango County Regional Planning  
Commission Seeks Public Input 
 

The Venango County Regional Planning Commission continues 
to accept responses to their survey, in preparation for updating 
the County’s strategic plan.  The online      survey, available on 
the Venango County website, takes only 15 to 20 minutes to 
complete and provides residents the opportunity to contribute 
suggestions.  

The survey link can be found at  

www.co.venango.pa.us/about-planning.html.  

The previous comprehensive plan prioritized immediate, short 
range, and long range goals in addition to providing detailed 
information regarding county assets and projects. The updated 
plan will be a straightforward version of the original, 
eliminating repetition in addition to addressing the county’s 
current needs and priorities.   

Comp Plan Chairman, Chip Abramovic remarks “ We have had a 
good response to the survey so far and look forward to 
exceeding our goal of more than 500 before the end of the year.  
Results are already proving to provide great insight about what 
residents value and how the County can plan for the most 
prosperous future.” 

Questions include opinions on economic development, 
transportation, community facilities, and historic and     
environmental resource management. For further           
information, please contact the Venango County Regional 
Planning Commission, (814)-432-9689. 

Why We Love Instagram 

 

Because a picture’s worth a thousand words!  Some of us simply 
respond better to a visual but doesn’t everyone love a beautiful 
image? Instagram makes it really easy for you to share a picture 
and so simple to check in on friends.  If your business or 
organization is having fun, creating beautiful things or  has a 
strong brand image you are trying to promote, Instagram just 
may be for you! And who doesn’t love a great #hashtag? 
Instagram loves them.  

If you’ve set up an Instagram, be sure to follow 
VenangoChamber and other members we found. Check out our 
members  we found on Instragram:  

easydoesitcustomes, vistoriancityart, hickmanwoods, 
stoltenburg_carpentry, fpcpi (Fine Print), 
bloomingails, spilling_the_beans, moxiemedia,  
porchmusicstore, oilcity_downtown, 
impel_pilatesstudio,   oilregionalliance, 
ediblearrangements_franklin, foxburginn, 
wanangogc,  divanichocolate,  
 

Did we miss you?  Be sure to let us know! 

http://www.cranberrymall.com/
http://www.venangocountydailynews.com/
http://www.somecleanthoughts.blogspot.com/
http://gibbons-business-solutions.com/
http://www.co.venango.pa.us/about-planning.html.
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Chamber Welcomes Frontline Power Solutions 

Dale Olson of Frontline Power Solutions (FPS) is pleased to be a member of the Venango Area 

Chamber of Commerce.  FPS is a comprehensive energy solutions company that offers expertise 

in electric, natural gas supply, bill auditing and energy efficiency programs in all deregulated 

markets.  Dale explains that Frontine represents and protects clients’ best interests and bottom 

line by brokering competitive energy procurement from the top energy supply companies in the 

country. This industry positioning with the top power producers gives them the ability to 

leverage pricing and provide substantial savings to our customers. 

 

FPS currently represents several businesses throughout the US and over 400 industrial, 

municipal and commercial clients in Pennsylvania alone but is particularly pleased to be actively building a customer 

base in Venango County. 

Dale began working in the energy industry in 2012 and joined FPS in 2013, attracted by the opportunity to offer 

customers a wide variety of solutions, including the best rates and terms, efficiency and green energy options. This is 

possible because of the wide selection of suppliers he has available to meet customer needs. Dale finds that one of the 

great benefits to working in Venango County is the valuable network that allow him access to decision makers within 

local businesses.  By building a reputation of trust, he can assure business owners and managers that there are 

legitimate ways to control costs on energy bills with fixed rates.  

While he is happy to meet with any business, Dale cites his success with manufacturers and municipalities, typically 

high energy users.  He recognized that most people have such busy schedules and long lists of priorities that they may 

not have time to thoroughly examine monthly energy bills. He offers comprehensive energy supply consultation and 

price quotes with absolutely no fee or obligation. To obtain a competitive quote or consultation for your energy needs 

please contact Dale , the Pennsylvania Regional Director at (814) 493-5798 or by email at daleolson@fpsenergy.com. 

Visit them online at frontlinepowersolutions.com 

New State-of-the-Art Equipment Helps UPMC Northwest 
 Perform Lung Procedures Locally 
 
Physicians at UPMC Northwest are using new equipment that can aide in the diagnosis of 
lung disease and lead to earlier, personalized treatment and potentially save lives.  

A grant provided by the Northwest Hospital Foundation helped to fund the purchase of the 
superDimension™ Navigation System which enables procedures to be performed that     
provide a minimally invasive approach to accessing difficult-to-reach areas of the lung. 

“This GPS-like technology paired with the electromagnetic navigation bronchoscopy      
allows us to get into tiny airways to biopsy nodules in the lung that need further 
investigation, “ said Amgad Abdu, M.D. of Northwest Pulmonology-UPMC. “Because this 
technology is available here, our patients are able to have this procedure done locally, 
eliminating the need to travel and the added expense.” 

Theresa Edder, executive director of the foundation said that UPMC Northwest is just one of five hospitals in the UPMC network 
that has this particular technology. “Projects like this directly reflect Northwest Hospital Foundation’s mission to enhance UPMC 
Northwest’s ability to provide high-quality care to the residents of the region it serves by making financial resources available to 
UPMC Northwest,” said Edder. “The foundation funds programs and activities that go above and beyond what is normally 
supported throughout the entire UPMC system, and we’re proud to be able to enhance the efforts of the staff and physicians to  
provide excellent care to patients and families at UPMC Northwest.” 

For more information on the Northwest Hospital Foundation or to donate, call 814-676-7920.  
To contact Northwest Pulmonology-UPMC, call 814-678-6408.  

Left to right: Paula Schall, Robin Perry,  

Pat Boland, Dr. Abdu, Todd Ledoux 

http://frontlinepowersolutions.com/
http://www.upmc.com/locations/hospitals/northwest/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.northwesthospitalfoundation.org/
http://superdimension.com/products/superdimension-system/
http://findadoc.upmc.com/PhysicianBioQuery.aspx?EPCDID=97010&hosp=0#results
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Catholic Schools Consider Options for the Future 
 
Bishop Lawrence Persico revealed the Preliminary Strategic Plan for Catholic 
Schools in the Diocese of Erie on October 27. The Meitler Consulting Firm and a 
Catholic Education Task Force of 13 lay people and priests, including local Venango 
Catholic High School headmaster, Fr. Shane Mathew, reviewed the data gathered by 
the Catholic Schools Office in Erie and Meitler, visited every school in the diocese, 
and collected community demographics to form the initial draft. 
 
Two options exist regarding the future of Venango Catholic: 
 

Option 1: Invest in the current school with upgrades and diocesan assistance for a comprehensive 
marketing and advancement plan. A component of Option 1 is to consider moving St. Stephen School, 
located at 214 Reed Street, Oil City, to the high school property at 1505 West First Street and to create a 
Pre-K-12 school system as an attractive alternative to public education.  St. Patrick School in Franklin 
would be invited to join the system.  A viability study for Option 1 is currently underway. 
 

Option 2: Unfortunately for Venango Catholic, Option 2 is to close the school at the end of the 2015-2016 
school year if the study determines the school unable to return to solid viability.  The date for closure was 
misreported in the Derrick as 2018- 2019.  
 

Having served a wide area with students from as far away as Emlenton, Clarion, Tionesta, and Marienville, 
Venango Catholic is an educational opportunity that is extended and welcoming to all faiths not just 
Catholics.  Currently 18% of the student body is non-Catholic.  As the school’s mission statement declares, 
its commitment is in “building the foundation for lifelong achievement rooted in the teachings of Christ.”   
 

In an area that has suffered many economic setbacks in recent decades, losing a quality, accredited 
alternative to education would be a loss of what many refer to as “Venango County’s best kept secret.”  For 
over 50 years, VC has nurtured and helped form globally conscious, future citizens.  VC grads go on to 
various advanced degrees and military service, and then on to successful careers.  
 

The final decision is due in mid-February.  Anyone interested in ensuring the future of this educational 
option, which has enjoyed a long history of academic excellence for the Venango County area, should go 
online and read the entire Diocesan Plan and respond at eriercd.org/planning.asp.   

Hagan’s Weed Receives Certification 
 

Randy Weed of Hagan Managed Network Services, (Meadville, PA) 
is now a certified Dell SonicWALL security administrator 
(CSSA).  Mr. Weed passed on his knowledge to a group of local     
business owners at a lunch and learn event earlier this month.   
 

Topics for the 1 hour discussion included protecting employees 
and businesses against social engineering, the theft and loss of     
important business data, and many other types of threats in the 
connected world in which we live today.   
 

Hagan now helps over 3 dozen clients in the tri-county area by charting a technology roadmap designed for 
the 21st century business.  Services include network monitoring, business continuity, hosted servers,       
desktops and email.  These factors all combine into comprehensive strategic technology planning &          
budgeting for clients.  Contact Hagan at 814-724-4601 to learn more. 

file:///C:/Users/SWILLI~1/AppData/Local/Temp/eriercd.org/planning.asp
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Youth Invited to Apply Now for a Free Trip to  
Washington, D.C.!  
 
Central Electric Cooperative (CEC) believes tomorrow’s 
leaders are today’s youth and is again proudly sponsoring a 
group of high school juniors to attend Youth Tour 2016 
from June 10-17.  

Youth Tour is an all-expenses paid, once-in-a-lifetime 
chance for youth to bond with fellow students, meet elected 
officials and experience our nation’s capital. More than 
1,500 students from all across America take part in the 
Youth Tour experience each year. This unique trip gives the 
opportunity to watch history come alive as they explore    
museums, memorials and monuments with other students. 
Some of the stops for the trip may include the Newseum,   
Arlington National Cemetery, Mount Vernon, Iwo Jima     
Sunset Parade, National Cathedral, Madame Tussauds’ Wax 
Museum, Smithsonian, National Zoo, a Kennedy Center     
production and a Potomac River Boat Cruise.  

Teens will meet student leaders from nearly every state and 
hear from dynamic leaders. Bottom line, they will make 
friendships that last a lifetime and be part of a group that 
has more than 50,000 alumni in every walk of life, including 
U.S. Senators and CEOs.  

All high school juniors who reside in a home receiving     
electric service from CEC are eligible to apply by completing 
the application requirements either through their school 
guidance counselor or visiting www.central.coop. All         
application requirements must be received at CEC before 
Feb. 5, 2016. For more information about Youth Tour visit 
www.youthtour.coop, contact Renee Tritten, CEC’s Youth 
Tour coordinator, at 800-521-0570 x2173 or visit 
www.central.coop.  

Central Electric Cooperative, Inc. is a Touchstone Energy    
Cooperative serving approximately 25,000 members with 
over 3,000 miles of distribution line in portions of              
Allegheny, Armstrong, Butler, Clarion, Forest, Mercer and 
Venango counties. Learn more by visiting 
www.central.coop.  

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Venango-VNA-Foundation/930581996957949
http://www.edwardjones.com/
http://www.nextsteptherapy.net/
http://www.chamberchoice.com/
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2016 Business Review and Forecast  
Preparation has Begun 

Workers at The Derrick and The News-Herald are gearing up 
for the newspapers' 76th annual Business Review and Forecast, 
which will be published in February. 

The special section highlights the improvements and changes at 
businesses in the region. It also takes a peek at what business 
owners have planned for 2016. 

The newspaper is looking for area business owners to    provide 
information for the special section. 

Letters have been mailed to area businesses with details on 
how to submit articles and information for this edition. 
Businesses that have not received a letter may call 677-8370 to 
request a copy. 

A form also is available to help people submit information. 
The deadline to submit information is Monday, Jan. 11. 
The edition will publish Monday, Feb. 22. 
News for the edition should be sent by email to  
specialsections.thederrick@gmail.com; by fax at 677-8347; or 
by mail to Venango Newspapers, ATTN: Cindi Power, P.O. Box 
928, Oil City.  

For Every Child a Good Night 

Christ Episcopal Church has kicked off its 4th year of their pajama outreach program. The program began in 2012 
when church member, Sarah Margherio, an Oil City teacher, heard about the national Pajama Program which is a 
partnership between Scholastic Books and Carters. She saw a need for this in the Oil City Community and the church 
began asking for donations of new pajamas. The church would then wrap the pajamas with an age appropriate book 
to be distributed in the community.  

Each of the first two years put over 200 pajama/book sets 
into the community. Last year's response was amazing. The 
church gathered over 500 pairs of pajamas. Over the past 
three years, these have been distributed through Family 
Service and Community Services. Other groups that have 
benefited with the pajama/book sets are the children from 
participants in the AA Recovery program, Grandparents 

Raising Grandchildren, and students in the local 
schools identified by the teachers and guidance 
counselors.  

Margherio, now retired, hopes that this     
supplies more than a gift, but creates that   
wonderful bond between parents or         
caregivers and their children. There's       
nothing better than cuddling up in warm   
pajamas and reading with a child. Pajamas can 
be dropped of at the church weekdays from 9-
2:00 or at 552 Bouquin Circle anytime.  

http://www.sandykhovis.com/
http://www.fun-bank.com/
http://www.brightideas-lc.com/
http://www.gatesandburnsrealestate.com/
mailto:specialsections.thederrick@gmail.com
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 

The Venango Area Chamber of Commerce builds, serves and promotes regional business. 

PRSRT STD 
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 
PERMIT # 280 

41 MAIN STREET P.O. BOX 376 OIL CITY, PA 16301  

Address Service Requested 

 

COMMUNITY CALENDAR OF EVENTS AVAILABLE AT 
WWW.VENANGOCHAMBER.ORG/CALENDAR 

PRESIDENT        
V.P.  
SECRETARY 
TREASURER  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
STAFF   
 
 
 

David Snedden 
Dr. Kate Eckert 
Frank Hajduk 
Matt Caldwell 
Rebecca Beach 
Emily Fetcko 
Elizabeth Gadsby 
Shari Hamilton 
Butch Hargenrader 
Beth Harman 
Jake Hickman 
Wendy Lineman 
Deb Lutz 
Greg Merkel 
Joyce Morgan 
Lori Sibble 
 
Susan Williams 
Dottie Tawney 
Ashley Cowles 
 

 

Hagan Business Machines 

Eckert Chiropractic 

SCORE 

Caldwell Printing Services 

Clarion County Community Bank 

Moxie Media 

Urban Insurance Agency 

Friends of Drake Well Museum 

Pepsi Bottling Company 

Northwest Savings Bank 

Hickman Lumber Company 

Galaxy Federal Credit Union 

Oil Region Alliance  

Mcfate & Merkel Law Office 

UPMC Northwest 

Edward Jones Investments, Seneca 

 

Executive Director 

Executive Assistant 

Intern, Kent State University 

UPCOMING CHAMBER EVENTS 

DECEMBER 
 2 Cross Creek Resort Business After Hours Mixer 5-7PM 
 16 Brown Bag Lunch  -  Insurance  12PM 
 17 Board of Directors Meeting  8AM 
  17 Chamber Holiday Mixer   4-7PM 
 
 
JANUARY 
 21 Board of Directors Meeting  8AM 
  21 H&R Block, Business After Hours Mixer  5-7PM 
 28 Rep. R. Lee James, Business After Hours Mixer  5-7PM
  
 
 
 
 

http://www.4yourcarconnection.com/
http://www.verifyservices.net/
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Nominations Open! 

 

FLEX Presents is an annual event that celebrates 
the achievements of Venango County's young  
professionals, those under 40 who contribute to 
their community through civic engagement. 
Community members are invited to nominate those 
who they believe meet the criteria (see insert in this 
newsletter).  Like communities across the country, 
we recognize the value of  retaining our talented and 
motivated young people.  A key to this should be 
recognizing those who choose to work and 
volunteer here now! 

 

We encourage you to pay careful attention to those “under 40” that you encounter each day in your 
community, your work and even in your home and help us to celebrate our most valuable assets and 
the future of our region. 

 

We’ve made the nomination process easier this year.  Please see and share the nomination form        
included in this newsletter. 

 

Nominations will be accepted through February 13th.  All nominees will be recognized at FLEX 
Presents, to be held on April 1.  The location will be announced in the February FYI. 

Much Planned for 2016 

FLEX met twice in November, once for a planning session to plan events and activities for 2016 and for 
the regular monthly meeting.  Among those ideas that were discussed, many are being placed on the 
schedule and all young professionals are invited to participate.  Some of the events will have 
committees to help plan details.   The first of these planning to meet is the Oil Heritage Festival Bike & 
Brew Committee, which will be meeting at 7:00 on Friday, December 11 at McGinnis Pub. 

Those interested in the planning of this inaugural event for Summer 2016 are welcomed to attend and 
provide input. Additional winter activities include work on Future Leader Development in cooperation 
with the local colleges and high schools, a social night and possibly a ski trip.  

           Continued on page  10 

2015 Nominees 
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Jason Ruggiero may not originally be from Venango County, but he loves our 
community and hopes to continue to make a difference! 

Jason grew up in Guys Mills, Crawford County, where he graduated from Maplewood 
High School in 2003. He then attended Edinboro University where he received his 
Bachelor of Arts in political science. Jason was named the Outstanding Senior in 
Edinboro's Political Science and Criminal Justice Department and also worked in an 
internship for the late U.S. Senator Arlen Specter. 

Currently, Jason lives just out of Titusville and is the executive director of the 
Venango County Regional Planning Commission. In addition to this position, he and 

his wife have started a mixed-vegetable farm business marketed through a Community Supported 
Agriculture (CSA) program.  

In his free time, Jason enjoys spending time with his wife and son, enjoying the outdoors and playing the 
guitar. He also likes to travel to Alexandria Bay, New York, located in the heart of 1000 islands on the St. 
Lawrence Seaway. Alexandria Bay is a special place to Jason, not only because it’s beautiful, but because it 
holds a lot of family history.   

For the future, Jason is excited to see what the young and talented staff at the Venango County Regional 
Planning Commission can accomplish!  He and his wife also plan to expand the farming business, which will 
be a lot of work and very busy, but they are extremely excited! 

  “Venango County is a wonderful place to work. It's full of wonderful people and beautiful, scenic places,” 

said Jason. “The thing I enjoy most is just being able to make a difference in my community.” We’re so 
excited to introduce Jason as a young professional in our area and we love his enthusiasm about our 

community!  

Continued from page 9 

 

Planning is already in the works for FLEX Presents, 
scheduled for Friday, April 1, with a location to be 
announced. Spring and Summer bring many interns into the 
regions and the young professionals are excited to greet 
them, anticipating holding a picnic event at Camp Coffman 
and the engaging them in other local activities before 
sending them back to school with the annual Student 
Appreciation Luncheon.  

Several of the young professionals were involved in senior 
graduation project job interviews and they hope to continue 
this involvement in 2016.  

An additional goal of the group is to plan a variety of board 
development related workshops or activities during the next 
year, preparing for positions of leadership they may hold in 
the future.  

 If you are a young professional or know one who might be 
interested in any or all of these activities, contact the 
Chamber at 814-676-8521 or flex@venangochamber.org 

http://www.bridgebuilderscommunityfoundations.com/
http://www.awireless.net/
http://www.somecleanthoughts.blogspot.com/
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We’d like to introduce Lauren Lupinacci, office administrator at Bridge Builders 
Community Foundations, as a young professional in Venango County!  

Lauren was born and raised in Oil City and graduated from Oil City High School in 
2004. She then went on to obtain an Associate of Science Degree in Accounting from 
Everest Institute in 2007. After gaining a few years of work experience, she enrolled 
back in college and received a Bachelor of Science in Business Administration in 
2014. During school, Lauren consistently made Dean’s List and graduated Magna 
Cum Laude. 

Lauren lived in Pittsburgh for four years, but then decided to move back to our area. 
She has enjoyed working in Venango County, especially because of the opportunity to continuously learn 
and grow and the great work relationships she has started. She hopes to become even more involved in 
the community, remain successful in the workforce and someday continue her education. 

In her free time, Lauren enjoys spending time with family, friends and her dog. You can also find her at 
Oil Creek State Park—one of her favorite places to take visitors because of its history, scenery and 
activity. When she’s not in Venango County, she likes to travel to Pittsburgh to visit friends, attend 
sporting events and shop.  

Lauren may have left our area for a few years, but she came back and we’re so glad she did! We hope to 

encourage young professionals, like Lauren, to stay in our area!  

 Caroling Tours of Franklin’s Historic Churches  

The community is invited to tour any or all of Franklin’s 
seven historic churches, and to sing Christmas carols as 
they walk from church to church.  

Time/Date: 1:30-4:30 pm on Saturday, December 5, 2015  

Sequence of Events: The churches will all be open to the 
public during the event (1:00-4:30 pm), with guides to 
share their rich histories. Light refreshments provided.  

Caroling walks between churches will start at 1:30 from 
First Presbyterian at Elk & West Park Sts., then from each 
subsequent church on the half hour , ending with caroling 
at the Courthouse Christmas Tree. 

(Participants may simply tour the churches, caroling 
is optional.) 

Do you know of a young professional in Venango 
County that would be great to feature in an FYI 
profile in 2016?  Please let us know and we will 
contact them. 

http://www.urban-ins.com/
http://www.chirodrkate.com/
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OUR MISSION 
FLEX represents the needs and interests of Young Professionals by positioning ourselves  

as leaders, entrepreneurs and advocates for the sustainability of the Venango Area through civic engagement, 
leadership development and networking.  

Where you’ll find FLEX : 
 
December Meeting: Wednesday, December 9, at Noon, Chamber 
 
OHF Event Planning Meeting: Friday, December 11, at 7 p.m.,  
     McGinnis Pub in Franklin 
 
January Meeting: Wednesday, January 13, at Noon, Chamber  
 
FLEX Social Night: Friday, January 15, 5:30-7 p.m., Location TBD 
 
February Meeting: Wednesday, February 10, Noon, Chamber 
 
Chamber events  -  Check out the Chamber’s Calendar of Events at 
   www.venangochamber.org 

VenangoFLEX 

email: flex@venangochamber.org 

Young Professional Emily Quaill, of Emlenton, PA, is a telemetry nurse at UPMC North-
west and a recent graduate of Clarion University’s Venango Campus in Oil City.  

During her time at Venango Campus, Quaill developed skills for serving others in a va-
riety of aspects, in and out of the classroom. As a student worker in the       Admissions 
and Financial Aid Office, she was a key representative of the student body.  

Emily graduated this past May, cum laude, with an Associate of Science degree in Nurs-
ing. She chose to stay close to home and family to work in a setting that “feels like 
home.” “UPMC Northwest is a great place to work. I never really         enjoyed being in 

large cities, so the rural area here is perfect for me,” says Quaill. “I enjoy the support and love I get from 
the people in Venango County.” 

Currently, in her position as a telemetry nurse, she works with patients who need special, continuous 
monitoring, often due to heart and neurological problems after suffering from strokes or heart attacks. 
Many times, her patients have been transferred from the Intensive Care Unit and are at a high risk for 
complications. She says her greatest responsibility is to think quickly on her feet and “pick up on potential 
problems that could lead to distress.”  

In between working swing shifts at UPMC Northwest, Quaill is also completing online coursework in the 
RN to Bachelor of Science in Nursing degree completion program through Clarion University. She aspires 
to become a traveling nurse some day for professional growth and development reasons and personal   
adventure, but Venango County will always be home.  

http://www.venangochamber.org
http://www.facebook.com/VenangoFLEX






















BARROW-CIVIC THEATRE

UpcomingEVENTS
Barrow-Civic Theatre     1223 Liberty Street, Franklin, Pennsylvania     (814) 437-3440 / (800) 537-7769     barrowtheatre.com

A married couple attempts to organize their church’s annual Christmas pageant, 
when they meet the Herdman kids - inevitabely the most rotten kids in town. Mayhem 
ensues as the couple struggles to keep things under control. Will it end in disaster, or 
will it be The Best Christmas Pageant Ever? Tickets $15/$14/$10. Rated G.

December 4, 5, 11, 12 at 7:30pm • December 6, 13 at 2:00pm

The Best Christmas Pageant Ever

Handel’s Messiah continues to captivate generations with iconic refrains from 
“Comfort ye, my people” to the “Hallelujah Chorus.” Tickets $16/$14.

Christmas After-Party!  
Open to audience members and cast and crew after the performance.  

Cash bar and appetizers from Suzanne’s Restaurant available. Tickets $10.

December 18 at 7:30pm

Handel’s Messiah

A day full of Christmas movies! Presented 
by the Franklin Fine Arts Council in 
conjuction with Liberty Street Last-Minute 
Christmas Shopping Extravaganza and 
Miller Park Mansion Tours Weekend.  

Tickets include all three films and can be 
purchased at the Box Office. 
 
Adults: $5 
Pre-K to 12: $2

December 19

Christmas MovieFest

2:00pm - Elf
Will Farrell stars as an unlikely elf named Buddy who 
means well, but wreaks havoc on Santa’s holiday 
preparations. Rated PG.

11:00am - The Muppet Christmas Carol
Charles Dickens’ beloved tale of redemption  through 
love stars Michael Caine as Ebenezer Scrooge and Jim 
Henson’s Muppets. Rated G.

7:30pm - It’s A Wonderful Life 
Frank Capra’s timeless holiday classic continues to 
move generations of audiences with it’s simple and 
heartfelt message. Rated PG.

HAPPY HOLIDAYS!
We will be closed from December 24th to January 3rd 

as we prepare for our 2016 season. See you in the new year!



FRANKLIN CIVIC OPERETTA ASSOCIATION

Season of Shows 2016
Barrow-Civic Theatre     1223 Liberty Street, Franklin, Pennsylvania     (814) 437-3440 / (800) 537-7769     barrowtheatre.com

Featuring the music of George and Ira Gershwin, Nice Work If You Can Get It is a raucous 
throwback to an era of jazz-age bootleggers, gold-diggers, and mischief-makers. A stylish TONY 
Award and Drama Desk Award winner, the story bubbles with a vintage charm that appeals to 
older and younger audiences alike. 

April 29, 30, May 1, 6, 7

Nice Work If You Can Get It

Alice tries to hide the embarrassing eccentricities of her family when her fiancée, Tony, and his 
straight-laced parents come to dinner on the wrong night. This Pulitzer Prize-winning comedy 
celebrates crazy family dynamics while conveying a simple message worth remembering.

August 19, 20, 26, 27, 28

You Can’t Take It With You
PG

This Tony Award-winning musical follows a poor baker and his wife who wish for a child, 
Cinderella who wishes to attend the King’s festival, and Jack who wishes his cow would give 
milk. Adapted for film by Walt Disney Pictures, Into the Woods is an enchanting witness to the 
cautionary phrase “be careful what you wish for”. 

June 17, 18, 24, 25, 26

Into The Woods

In his adaptation of the classic novel by E.B. White, Joseph Robinette’s play features all of the 
enchanting characters from one of the most famous children’s stories of all time - young Fern, 
Templeton the rat, and Charlotte the spider, who campaigns to save the life of Wilbur the pig with 
her extraordinary webs. 

March 11, 12,18, 19, 20 • School Shows: March 17

Charlotte’s Web
G

WAYS TO SAVE
Couple’s Season Ticket

Save even more on two Season Tickets! 
Only available through the Box Office

Adult $140
Senior $124
Combo $132

new
Season Ticket

Includes all five FCOA shows  

Adult $74
Senior $66

Student/Child $48

Family Savings
Save 10%   

on ticket purchases of three or more 
on all Thursday evening and  

Sunday matinée performances

new

Newly released for community theater, The Little Mermaid is a hauntingly beautiful love story for 
all ages. Based on the classic animated Disney film, the musical is complete with irresistible songs 
including “Under the Sea”, “Kiss the Girl” and “Part of Your World”. Join Ariel and all of her colorful 
friends as they attempt to restore order to their ocean home.

September 30, October 1, 2, 6, 7, 8

Disney’s The Little Mermaid
G

Applefest® show

PG13

PG
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