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WELCOMES NEW MEMBERS
Rock Investments, LLC
Janet Brienza
304 Hill Street
Emlenton, PA 16373
Phone: 307-275-2143
Email: rockinvestmentsllc@yahoo.com
Published: Real Estate Rentals

Rock Investments LLC offers luxury historic
residences, fully furnished for long or short
term. Ideal for the vacationing outdoorsperson, visiting professor, students, or an interim
residence during construction or remodeling .

First Church of God, Oil City
Brenda Snedden
11 East Eight Street
Oil City, PA 16301
Phone: 814-676-9624
Email: chogoc@verizon.net
Published: Churches

First Church of God, Oil City, is a part of
Western PA Ministries, with affiliation in
Anderson, Indiana.
Western PA Ministries is here to serve and
resource local churches.

Know Someone Interested in Chamber Membership?
The Venango Area Chamber of Commerce and WKQW 96.3 FM / ESPN 1120 AM, have partnered to offer an
incentive to become a chamber member.
This offer is for FIRST TIME Members only. Each business who becomes a first time member of the
Venango Area Chamber of Commerce beginning November 1, 2015, will receive (20) :30 second commercial on the radio station of their choice at no cost. This is a $200 value. The limitations are that the 20
commercials will run over two days and someone from the New Chamber Business must voice the
commercial and the commercial must state they are a new Chamber member. The commercials must be
used within two months of signature of contract. For more information, contact John Stroup at
814-676-8254.

@VenangoChamber
Venango Area
Chamber of Commerce

venangochamber

VenangoChamber
Venango Area Chamber
of Commerce Group
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Ready or Not 2016 is Coming Soon!
It is that time of year, like it or not, when we can begin to reflect on the year that has just raced by us. It
can be a scary exercise to evaluate the successes and often failures of our business or organization. But
any hope for a prosperous future demands that we use the information from our past and apply it to a
plan for what’s next. The Executive Board of the Venango Chamber has been meeting frequently
throughout 2015 to do just this. The outcome will leave us better prepared to use our current resources
and to invite additional investment of time and financial support from those who share our vision for a
brighter future for Venango area business. While an exciting part of planning is often defining the
vision, it can be time consuming and even distracting to get into the details of a good plan.
Some of you have perhaps gone through a formal process this year or in the recent past. Others may just
be starting to develop a plan and likely more know it is a good idea, but don’t even know where to start!
I would certainly encourage everyone to give strong consideration to spending the time to plan for the
future of your organization. You may have staff or a board member that is equipped to lead you in
planning. If you do not, this is one place that the Chamber can assist you, as we have members who are
very experienced in working with non-profits and organizations to help them reach their full potential.
For those who are not quite ready to engage the help of others but want to go into the next year tackling
some goals for improvement, we know we can help with that too! It may be by referring you to another
“expert” in our membership, or by simply convening a meeting of members to discuss who have like
challenges and who have found successful tools and strategies for overcoming them. On page 9 you will
find the details of two upcoming Brown Bag lunches. Both where scheduled at the request of members,
who wanted the chance to hear what others were doing to manage aspects of their business. These will
be informal and will hopefully lead to some valuable information sharing.
Yet still, are many of the resources that the Chamber can offer
directly. Do you know that you want to reach more potential
customers next year though networking? Would you like to tell
the story of your business in a way that others will want to get to
know you? Have you pledged to engage more young people in
your organization? Do you need to find an affordable or free way
to let others know when your next “Big Thing” will be happening,
an event, a milestone, a new service or offering? Do you want to
find ways to reduce your bottom line? The Chamber can assist
you with any or all of these but we have to know what you need!
One of our plans for 2016 is to make it easier for you to access the
tools the Chamber has to offer.
We would be happy to sit down with you anytime to find out how
we can best serve you, so please make the Venango Chamber a
part of your plan for 2016.
“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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Spotlight on Health South Erie - Worth The Drive
Personalized inpatient rehabilitation services at
HealthSouth Rehabilitation Hospital of Erie are
worth the drive. Spending a little extra time in the
car to receive high-quality care from a HealthSouth
Rehabilitation hospital will give patients more
time doing the things they love independently when therapy is complete.
HealthSouth Erie serves patients recovering from conditions such as stroke and other neurological
disorders, orthopedic, cardiac and pulmonary conditions, brain and spinal cord injuries and amputations.
With physicians on site every day, HealthSouth Erie has the ability to monitor and rehabilitate patients
who suffer from more complex underlying medical conditions. The higher level of medical care offered at
HealthSouth Erie includes onsite dialysis, wound care, feeding tube care and tracheostomy care.
HealthSouth Erie ranked in the top 10% nationally for all hospitals participating in Uniform Data System
for Medical Rehabilitation (UDSMR®) for the past five years. This ranking recognizes HealthSouth Erie’s
superior delivery of effective, patient-centered rehabilitative care, helping patients return to home and
their community in shorter period of time.
“Ranking in the top 10% is not the only quality indicator. HealthSouth Erie is also recognized nationally by
the Joint Commission for demonstrating a commitment to excellence in providing care for stroke rehabilitation, brain injury rehabilitation, orthopedic rehabilitation, and Parkinson’s disease rehabilitation,” stated
John Papalia, HealthSouth Erie CEO.
HealthSouth Erie promotes a discharge back to the patient’s community, with a large majority of patients
going back to their home setting. Prior to the patients discharge, HealthSouth Erie’s case management team
contacts the patient’s local home health agency, outpatient physical or occupational therapy provider and
physician to arrange follow up for the patient. HealthSouth Erie gets patients back to the community and
activities they enjoy with the expertise of highly trained staff members. On average, a patient’s length of
stay at HealthSouth Erie is 11-14 days. This is shorter than a traditional nursing home stay with the goal to
get patients better, faster.
HealthSouth Erie’s team of specialized staff includes an independent practice neurologist and certified
rehabilitation physicians, therapists with stroke and Parkinson’s certifications, brain injury certified
therapists, physical therapists, occupational therapists, speech therapists, orthopedic certified nursing,
wound care specialists and respiratory therapists. In addition, 59 percent of HealthSouth Erie’s licensed
nursing employees hold the distinction of Certified Registered Rehabilitation Nurses (CRRN®).
“The rehabilitative care offered at HealthSouth Erie is comprehensive. Each patient receives a specialized
rehabilitation plan based on individualized needs and conditions,” said HealthSouth Erie Medical Director
Douglas Grisier, D.O. “Our interdisciplinary team of rehabilitation professionals targets each patient’s
specific goals, formulating therapeutic strategies to ensure patients reach maximum function upon discharge.”
In September 2014, Pennsylvania Secretary of Health, Michael Wolf, presented HealthSouth Erie with the
state’s award for “Excellence in Health Care Compliance,” an award honoring hospitals for the quality care
they provide to Pennsylvanians. HealthSouth Erie was one of six hospitals out of 216 across the state, to
receive this distinction for 2014.

Venango Area Chamber of Commerce ● (814) 676-8521 ● www.venangochamber.org

5

Oil City Main Street Holiday Happenings
Oil City’s 15th Annual Christmas Past – December 3 – 6
The City of Oil City and the Oil City Main Street Program invite you to revel in
the spirit of the holidays at the 15th Annual Christmas Past celebration on the
first weekend in December. The festivities begin at 5:30 pm on Thursday
December 3rd with a tree-lighting ceremony in the Town Square, hosted by Oil
City Rotary, and continuing with a holiday concert by Maureen Galiber at the Free United Methodist
Church. Friday’s events begin at 6 pm in Central Avenue Plaza complete with carolers, the Oil City Rotary
Chili Cook-Off, Santa’s Arrival & Santa’s Playland, and fun for all ages indoors and out. Saturday will be
packed with activities all over town including the Jingle Bell Run 5K, Breakfast with Santa, the Victorian
Christmas Bazaar and multiple craft & vendor festivals, holiday trees on display, live entertainment, a
Victorian High Tea, and the annual Jack Rowley Christmas Dinner Show sponsored by the Oil City Arts &
Cultural Commission. The 4-day celebration will wrap up on Sunday at 1 pm with Santa’s Train Stop at
Relief Street, where the first 50 children will receive a Golden Ticket to watch the Polar Express movie at 3
pm at the Venango Museum. Complete schedules will soon be available in various locations as well as on
the Main Street website at www.oilcitymainstreet.org. Make plans to join the fun!
Jingle Bell Run (5K Run/Walk) – Saturday December 5
Oil City’s Annual Christmas Past celebration may be famous for traditional holiday activities, but it’s also
known for the brave runners & walkers who sprint and stroll through downtown Oil City on a brisk
December morning! Registration for the Jingle Bell 5K is now open at $20 advance and $25 November 24 th
or after. Be sure to wear your best Christmas-themed outfit… passersby can expect to see elves, reindeer
and other Christmas characters out on the street that morning! The race begins at 9:00 am at the Town
Square and will proceed over Veteran’s Bridge, turning onto Front Street and continuing along Front Street
beyond the Marina, then returning along the same route. Registration and awards will be held at the Oil
City Salvation Army. Motorists should use caution that morning while the race is in progress... streets will
be reopened by 10:30 am. Visit the Events & News Page of www.oilcitymainstreet.org for the registration
form… mark your calendars for December 5 – and get your “jingle” on!

Bundle-up Those Windows
As it gets colder outside, you are likely thinking about preparing your home
for winter; buttoning things up to make sure you are warm and cozy…and
that your energy bills don’t get out of hand. There are many options for your
windows that will help to keep the heat you pay for inside and keep the cold
out. The bonuses are that they also help with comfort and cooling costs in
summer, and they look good!
There are many attractive ways to winterize your windows, from insulated
drapes to horizontal blinds and many options in between. For centuries, it has been all about layering and
making the most of fabrics and trims. And while this is still popular – especially in historic buildings –
modern architecture and a desire for more simple interiors has resulted in less covering on our windows.
Curtains and drapes with an insulated lining topped by a tightly-woven decorator fabric are the mostused option and studies show that they can reduce your window’s heat loss by 10% to 25%, with
maximum
effect if topped by a closed cornice, overlapped with Velcro where the panels meet, and
installed close to the wall and floor.
To read this complete blog, visit Miller’s Interior Design at http://millersinteriordesigns.com/
“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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Fall Trail Town Workshops!
The Trail Town Program® is happy to
announce its’ fall Trail Town Workshops.
There will be two workshops held over two
weeks covering various topics.
Monday, November 9th – Crawford Center,
Emlenton, PA – FREE
Trip Planning and Marketing – 1:30 – 4:30pm
Registration will begin at 1pm. This workshop will feature
speakers from, Venture Outdoors, Wilderness Voyagers,
Allegheny Outfitters, and PA’s Great Outdoors Visitor
Bureau. The panel will be discussing ways to work with local
recreational outfitters to create day trips in your town and
along your trail. The panelist will then assist in an activity
helping you create your own trips unique to your town.
Following the activity there will be a networking hour with
light refreshments from 3:30 – 4:30pm.
www.trailtowns.org/2015/10/09/fall-trail-town-workshops/

Adopt A Grandparent for Christmas
It’s that time of year when we all want to do something to
help make the holidays special for people in our
community. For the past three years our local Mary Kay
unit has adopted the residents at the Oil City Golden Living
Home & Oakwood Heights and has presented each of them
with a special gift for Christmas. The campaign will begin
on
November 1st.
We are asking businesses and individuals in the
community to help them with this project by adopting a
grandparent for Christmas. Your $15 donation will sponsor
a special gift set (including a fragrance free hand cream
and lip balm) for a resident, to help brighten their holiday.
Your business card or name will be attached to the gift set
so they will know that it is a gift from you or your business.
This may be the only Christmas gift some of the residents
receive.
Last year we were able to give 225 residents a Merry
Christmas by visiting with them and presenting them their
gift.
Contact Marla McVay for more
information or to make your
donation at 657-4449 or
mcvay13@hotmail.com.

Venango Area Chamber of Commerce ● (814) 676-8521 ● www.venangochamber.org
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GBS Welcomes Julie McCray
Gibbons Business Solutions is growing
with the recent addition of Creative
Writer, Julia McCray. She comes to GBS
with experience in small business
start-up, tourism promotion, event
planning, project management, marketing and writing. Julia will be working
on a
variety of writing assignments
for businesses, individuals and organizations, including content for websites, Facebook posts,
blogs, brochures, newsletters, career development
documents, press releases/news articles and project
proposals. She will also be doing research and project
management for GBS customers.
GBS has also announced the addition of Career
Development documents and training, to their list of
services, expanding their market from businesses, agencies
and organizations to include individuals. These new
services will assist experienced professionals returning to
the job market or looking to advance their careers as well
as those who are new to the job marker. The GBS team can
create custom job search documents such as resumes,
cover letters, thank you letters, portfolios, bios &
headshots, and LinkedIn profiles. The new services can
offer coaching and training to prepare the job-seeker by
preparing them for interviews, sharpening their computer
skills and training in the use of job-search tools. You can
visit the Career Development page at Gibbons-BusinessSolutions.com for details on these new services. Call or
e-mail them at 814-657-6800 or gibbonsbusinesssolutions@gmail.com.

IA&B Announces Officers for 2015-16
The fall marks a new administrative
year for the Insurance Agents & Brokers
Service Group (IA&B) in Mechanicsburg,
Pennsylvania, and its partnership of
agents’ associations.
Insurance Agents & Brokers Service
Group, through its partnership of
agents’ associations in Delaware,
Maryland and Pennsylvania, offers
professional training, government affairs work, agency
tool development, communications, and carrier and legal
advocacy for more than 1,400 member agencies. Joseph R.
Pastor owner of Barr’s Insurance was named Vice
Chairman of the Pennsylvania Association.
“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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Candidates Forum
Members of the Franklin and Venango Chambers
attended the
Venango County Commissioners
Candidates Forum held on Friday, October 23rd at the
Venango Technology Center.
Moderators were Rich Jackson, Editor of The Derrick and Tina Lake, owner of Lake Tool. Members were
welcomed by State Representative R. Lee James and State Senator Scott Hutchinson offered parting
remarks.

October Mixer
The Oil City Moose Lodge hosted a
mixer on October 22nd. Along with
great food and networking, Moose
members provided an overview of the
outreach that the Moose Club extends
youth and seniors in need. Additionally,
they shared information about their
local contributions and an invitation to
attendees to join the Moose Club.

Venango Area Chamber of Commerce ● (814) 676-8521 ● www.venangochamber.org

Brown Bag Lunches Planned for November and December Roundtable Discussions

9

Chamber members have requested that we put out the call for discussion of a couple of very timely subjects
before the end of the year. All are welcome to join us for either or both! We’ll meet in the Venango Chamber
conference room. Your are welcome to stay for the lunch hour or longer. Bring your lunch and we’ll provide
coffee, water and pop. Participation is FREE but we always appreciate an RSVP to 814-676-8521 or by
email to dtawney@venangochamber.org.
Social Media Discussion - Are you all in and looking for ways to stay on the cutting edge or don’t know where
to start. We will share tips, tricks and strategies for doing better at using what’s available. Wednesday,
November 18th at noon.
Health Insurance Roundtable - Small businesses are more challenged that ever in navigating how to offer
their employees health insurance benefits, whether required or by choice. We’re inviting businesses to join us
for an informal discussion of what’s working for you (or not). Wednesday, December 16th at noon.

Small Business Saturday
On Saturday, November 28, communities all over the country to celebrate Small
Business Saturday – a day founded by American Express in 2010 to help small
businesses attract more customers. The day encourages people to shop at small, locally
-owned businesses on the Saturday after Thanksgiving, and that single day has grown
into a powerful movement, with more people taking part than ever before. This year,
the Oil City Main Street Program will be promoting its locally-owned shops and
restaurants with a passport to encourage folks to visit multiple businesses. Stay tuned
to the Oil City Main Street Program’s facebook page for more details on how you can
#shopsmall, or visit https://www.americanexpress.com/us/small-business/shop-small/

Venango County Regional Planning Commission Seeks Public Input
The Venango County Regional Planning Commission is updating the county’s comprehensive plan,
originally completed in 2004. The online survey, available on the Venango County website, takes only 15
to 20 minutes to complete and provides residents the opportunity to contribute suggestions.
The survey link can be found at www.co.venango.pa.us/about-planning.html.
The previous comprehensive plan prioritized immediate, short range, and long range goals in addition to
providing detailed information regarding county assets and projects. The updated plan will be a straightforward version of the original, eliminating repetition in addition to addressing the county’s current needs
and priorities.
Questions include opinions on economic development, transportation, community
facilities, and historic and environmental resource management. A group including
planning commission board members, staff, and members of the public meets regularly to
discuss proposed updates to the comprehensive plan and hopes to have a draft by next
spring. For further information, please contact the Venango County Regional Planning
Commission, (814)-432-9689.
“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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VNA of Venango County Gives Back to the
Community
VNA of Venango County gives back to
local families in our community with
the 4th Annual VNA of Venango County
Fall
Harvest Food Drive, which will
be held from October 19th through
November 18 at their office.
The VNA staff donates a variety of nonperishable food items during this period. All donations
benefit the Community Services of Venango County's
Food Pantry.

Retail Therapy at Next Step Therapy!
Join Next Step Therapy. At 145 Steffee Blvd.,
Seneca, on Thursday, November 12, Noon5PM, for a day of shopping. Support local
vendors!
Childcare will be provided 12-5PM

Oil Country Bluegrass Festival
The Oil City Art and Culture Commission and CASA of
Venango County, announce the dates for their joint
fundraising effort, the 2016 Oil Country Bluegrass Festival, as
Feb 19- 21, 2016.
There will be 120 gift bags available to guests of the Day’s
Inn Oil City Conference Center. The gift bags will include
information about local businesses. If you would like to
share your information, please drop off 125 copies to CASA
of Venango County at 206 Seneca Street, Suite 35, anytime
from now until February 16, 2015. Please add an additional
100 copies if you would like to be included on the
information table.
Questions should be directed to Cinnamon Evans, Bluegrass
Chairperson @ 814- 670- 5005 ext 2 or email at
oilcountybluegrassfestival@gmail.com - follow the festival on
Facebook at Oil County Blue Grass Festival.
Venango Area Chamber of Commerce ● (814) 676-8521 ● www.venangochamber.org
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Oil City Tapetes de Aserrín
Local Artists Are Awarded Grant
Tapetes de Aserrín (Spanish) or Sawdust
Rugs, are beautiful street carpets using dyed
sawdust to create large vibrant pictures also
called Alfombras (Spanish) or carpets. In
some Central American countries like
Guatemala and Honduras, Semana Santa, or
Holy Week, is celebrated by creating beautiful
street carpets. This art is ephemeral, as the
Semana Santa activities require Easter processions to walk
on the Alfombras, scattering hours of carefully produced
artwork.
Two Oil City artists, Margaret Brostrom and
George Cooley, have been awarded a grant
thru the Pennsylvania Partners on the Arts
(PPA) to produce an Alfombra Project in Oil
City at a community festival during 2016.
The Alfombra is expected to be at least 20
feet square and contain 10+ bright colors.
The Pennsylvania Partners on the Arts (PPA) Grant
Program provides funding for the arts through the
Pennsylvania Council on the Arts (PCA), a state agency
funded by the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and the
National Endowment for the Arts, a federal agency. Erie
Arts & Culture is one of thirteen Partner agencies which
administer PPA funds. Erie Arts & Culture oversees PPA
granting in Crawford, Erie, Mercer, Venango and Warren
Counties through both Project and Program Streams on
behalf of the PCA.
There is no religious intent for the Oil City Alfombra
Project, but the artists will mimic the techniques and
materials used by the Central American Tapetes de
Aserrín artists.
Further funding of the Alfombra Project has been provided
by Art Inside, an Oil City artist support organization.
Further support and funding will be sought from other local businesses and organizations. For more information
email GreenMan508@hotmail.com, or call 814-670-0043.

Painting Party
Where: Seneca Lanes
When: Sunday, November 8, 2015, 5-7PM
$40 per person, snacks included
Paint this
Sign up by calling 814-676-4618
All Proceeds benefit Youth Alternatives

“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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Northwest Commission Business Highlight: The Allegheny Grille
This December marks the one year anniversary of the Allegheny Grille in Foxburg
operating under new ownership. Jim Marron and John “Dewey” Irwin purchased
the up-scale restaurant as an investment in their
community.
Best known for its prime rib, chicken marsala and
beautiful river-front views, the restaurant, which
opened in 2001 under the ownership of Arthur Steffee, was named as one of the
most scenic restaurants in America. Nestled in the heart of Foxburg, the Allegheny
Grille’s rustic timber ambiance and fine cuisine is well-suited for dinner for two,
holiday gatherings and meetings.
“This year has gone really well,” said Jim Marron, “it has exceed our expectations. Our emphasis over the first
year has been to bring our local residents in by offering great meals at reasonable prices. Thus far, we have
been extremely pleased with the local response to our efforts. We couldn't have done it without the
cooperation of the Northwest Commission, the Clarion County Economic Development Corporation, the
Small Business Development Center at Clarion University, and Clarion County Community Bank's willingness
to take the chance with us."
The Northwest Commission, a regional non-profit
committed to economic development, assisted Marron and
Irwin with the financing. Commission loans are available at
low interest rates for fixed terms to help entrepreneurs in
the 8-county service region. To learn more about business
financing through the Commission, contact Amanda Slider,
Loan Program Manager, at (814) 677-4800 x115 or
amandas@northwestpa.org.
The Allegheny Grille is open seven days a week for lunch and dinner.
(724) 659-5701 or visit their website at www.alleghenygrille.com.

To

make a reservation, call

AuDean Horner Joins Staff of CS Technologies Plus
CS Technologies Plus, a long standing technology based business of 32+ years located at
2803 State Route 257, is pleased to announce the recent addition of AuDean Horner as
their new General Manager. AuDean started with the company in 1994 working in six
different positions as the company expanded, eventually leading to Sales Manager, before
leaving in 2000 to continue her education and spend more time with her family. During
her time away from the company she owned two businesses and worked at a local school
district for many years. “I am delighted to be back as part of this business and the
wonderful team of people here. It feels as though I am back home where I belong” says
AuDean.
Known as a Complete Technologies Solutions provider, CS Technologies Plus provides authorized computer
sales and service, website hosting and design services, certified training, security, life safety and surveillance
systems. A complete company profile can be found at www.cstechplus.com.
Lisa Groner, Pres/CEO states, “AuDean started from the ground up with our company. The fact that she has
worked in so many of the positions of the business gives her an advantage when overseeing the different
departments. She is a natural fit for the General Manager position and we are pleased to have her back in
our family.”
Venango Area Chamber of Commerce ● (814) 676-8521 ● www.venangochamber.org
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Nature Art Showcase
The Council on Greenways & Trails (CGT) is sponsoring a Nature and
Outdoor Recreation art showcase event. A goal of the event is to
introduce local artists to areas they may not have seen before and inspire
them to produce art in their chosen medium that represents the natural
and recreational assets of the CGT service area of Venango, Clarion and
eastern Crawford Counties. In showcasing their work, we will continue to build a community of artists and
citizens passionate about these assets and create memories for visitors to take home. Secondly, a
participating artist will be commissioned to create an item for CGT to then produce in limited edition and
sell to raise funds for the organization.
Artists are to visit our parks, trails, waterways, forests and scenic overlooks to be inspired and create.
Works don’t have to be a mirror image portrayal but do have to represent accurately our natural and outdoor recreation assets. They are then invited to display these pieces at an exhibition to be held February 5
– 6, 2016 at the Barrow Civic Theater in Franklin, PA during the annual Franklin On Ice. Artists may sell
their creations at the exhibition and retain the proceeds.
CGT will also choose one artist to be commissioned to create a piece(s) that will be produced in limited edition. These will be keepsakes for those visiting our area to take home and show their friends what they experienced here. They will be sold at local venues to raise funds for CGT administration.
Council members can guide you to new places, gems that only we have. For more information and exhibition entry registration, please contact the Council on Greenways & Trails at 814-677-3152 Ext. 116 or
dfrawley@oilregion.org. Project sponsors will be highlighted at the event and currently include the Barrow
Civic Theatre and the Oil Region Alliance.

Victorian City Art & Frame Welcomes Amy Ivell to Staff
Local artist Amy Ivell has joined Victorian City Art & Frame owner Kyla Mazurkewiz as a
picture framer.
Amy, who works primarily in graphite and colored pencil, has been an artist since childhood, selling her first pieces in High School. She was mentored by Judy Slater (a fellow
artist) in the framing business and worked in her frame shop in the early 2000's. She hails
from Blossburg, Pennsylvania (north central PA) and studied Fine Art / Graphic Design at
Indiana University of Pennsylvania, where she met her husband. They relocated to the
Franklin area in 1988.
Amy is a board member of Franklin Fine Arts Council and has been an active member of
Franklin Silver Cornet Band for 25 years, playing alongside her husband, children and even her
father. all play in this band and the band members are my second family. Her accomplishments
include several first place ribbons in art shows around the region including Kennerdell Arts
Festival and Allegheny West Art Show as well as a permanent display at the Hoyt Institute of
Fine Art in New Castle, PA..
In the last year Amy has devoted more attention to creating a lot more artwork,
including pet portraits which is a favorite subject for her. Amy’s work is for sale at
Victorian City Art and Frame and she can be contacted there for commissioned
drawings. Please join us in welcoming Amy!
“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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Zonta Launches Awareness Campaign
In just a one-year period, more
than 834 people in Venango
County reported that they
were victims of abuse. In fact,
1 in every 4 women will experience domestic violence in her
lifetime; 1 in 4 girls will be sexually assaulted before the age
of 18; and violence in a relationship with an intimate partner
caused 6 of 10 female victims to be concerned for their
safety. The Zonta Club of Oil City/Franklin and PPC have a
plan to break the cycle of abuse.
Zonta Club of Oil City/Franklin in collaboration with PPC
Violence Free Network (PPC), a program of Family Service &
Children’s Aid Society of Venango County, will execute a
general awareness campaign in women’s restrooms in
several locations such as hair salons, bars, restaurants,
convenience stores, schools as well as other businesses
across the Venango County area. All services are free and
confidential.
PPC provides the following services:
 24-Hour Hotline/First Response Team
 Emergency Shelter
 Crisis intervention and short-term supportive
counseling
 Assistance with Protection From Abuse (PFA)
Petitions
 Criminal Justice orientation and support
 Advocacy & accompaniment to legal proceedings,
medical facilities, and community agencies
 Prevention Education/Safety Planning
 Financial literacy
The goal of the campaign is to reach as many victims of
domestic violence – in a private setting, away from their
attacker – to educate them about the signs of violence, and to
offer them a place to go for help.
Zonta members on the Advocacy Committee plan to
approach local public facilities and after receiving a signed
agreement to allow participation, the Zonta Club will be
responsible for hanging the posters, as well as replenishing
them, which will include tear-offs with contact information
for PPC.

Venango Area Chamber of Commerce ● (814) 676-8521 ● www.venangochamber.org
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Scout Will Get You There
Whether it’s for business or pleasure, finding your way around a new area can be a
challenge. Scout is a handy smartphone app that provides turn by turn directions for both
driving and walking. Enter your destination by typing or speaking, press navigate, and
Scout provides voice instruction, with on screen prompts to guide you. From the app, you
can send an email that provides an estimated time of arrival. During travel, Scout sends
traffic alerts that can be valuable in avoiding delays. Another handy feature for travelers is
the ability to search for food, lodging and points of interest.
It’s important to note that any smartphone navigation app
will consume battery and data. Keep your phone plugged in,
if you can, and ensure your data plan is sufficient to avoid
overage charges. The benefit of using a smartphone app over
in car navigation options is twofold: You carry your phone
most of the time and if you’re walking, it’s able to travel with
you as well.
“Scout” it out and safe travels!
Submitted by: Linda S. Henderson,
Gibbons Business Solutions

Spotting Driver’s License or Identification
Card Fraud
PennDOT makes spotting a fake license or
identification card easier for anyone trying
to establish a person’s positive identification. The ability to quickly check the validity
of an ID holds the potential to thwart illegal
activities from identity theft to underage
drinking.
The new feature is designed to suppress the color spectrum
"rainbow" of normal holography. The result is the striking
effect of a black versus white hologram at high resolution. The
black and white areas reverse when the viewing angle is
changed by 90 degrees and is visible in bright, moderate and
low-light environments.
This tip brought to you by Allegheny Notary Service.

Junior Achievement Seeks Volunteers
Fall semester programs are now in full swing, and Junior
Achievement Oil Region is looking for volunteers to help as
mentors in the classroom and teaching students how to
own their economic success!
For more information, please contact:
Jan Leonardi, Education Program
Manager
jleonardi@jawesternpa.org
814-898-6713 or 323-9948 (c)
“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS
PRESIDENT
V.P.
SECRETARY
TREASURER

STAFF

David Snedden
Dr. Kate Eckert
Frank Hajduk
Matt Caldwell
Rebecca Beach
Emily Fetcko
Elizabeth Griebel
Shari Hamilton
Butch Hargenrader
Beth Harman
Jake Hickman
Wendy Lineman
Deb Lutz
Greg Merkel
Joyce Morgan
Lori Sibble

Hagan Business Machines

Susan Williams
Dottie Tawney
Ashley Cowles

Executive Director

Eckert Chiropractic
SCORE
Caldwell Printing Services
Clarion County Community Bank
Moxie Media

UPCOMING CHAMBER EVENTS
NOVEMBER
5 Butler Health Systems Business After Hours Mixer
5-7PM
18 Brown Bag Lunch - Social Media 12PM
19 Board of Directors Meeting 8AM

Urban Insurance Agency
Friends of Drake Well Museum
Pepsi Bottling Company
Northwest Savings Bank
Hickman Lumber Company
Galaxy Federal Credit Union
Oil Region Alliance
Mcfate & Merkel Law Office
UPMC Northwest

DECEMBER
2 Cross Creek Resort Business After Hours Mixer 5-7PM
16 Brown Bag Lunch - Insurance 12PM
17 Board of Directors Meeting 8AM
17 Chamber Holiday Mixer - 5-7PM

Edward Jones Investments, Seneca

Executive Assistant
Intern, Kent State University

COMMUNITY CALENDAR OF EVENTS AVAILABLE AT
WWW.VENANGOCHAMBER.ORG/CALENDAR

The Venango Area Chamber of Commerce builds, serves and promotes regional business.
Venango Area Chamber of Commerce ● (814) 676-8521 ● www.venangochamber.org
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FLEX Announces 2016 Leadership
The Future Leaders and Entrepreneurs Exchange,
Venango County’s Young Professionals, held it’s
third Annual Meeting on October 21st at Venango
College - Clarion University. The evening will
began with networking and refreshments.
FLEX Elected Casey McVay (Venango University’s
Venango College) as the 2016 FLEX President and
Alan McBride (Joy Global) as Secretary/Treasurer.
Several young professionals offered remarks."We are developing the next generation of business leaders
in the region," said FLEX member Greg Merkel, a speaker at the event.
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The group is optimistic about the future of Venango County.
"We can make a difference in Venango County, one step at a time," said
Elizabeth Greibel, FLEX member.
Roger McCauley, the keynote speaker of the event, is the Executive
Director of the Franklin Industrial and Commercial Development
Authority or FICDA. During his speech, McCauley recounted business and
personal experiences with the group .
FLEX will meet on Monday, November 2nd at 5:00, at the Venango
Chamber, to begin planning activities for 2016. Any young professionals
from the region are invited to attend.

“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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We are pleased to introduce John Stroup Jr.—a Venango County young professional
and FLEX member! Although he lives in Clarion, John spends a lot of time in our
area through his position at WKQW Radio.
John was born and raised in Clarion and after graduating high school in 2010, he
attended Slippery Rock University to pursue a degree in business marketing. It was
obvious that John was meant to succeed from the early days in high school, in
which he was the president of his senior class and vice president of student council.
Then in college, John started a student marketing group for the bookstore at
Slippery Rock and led meetings and helped promote the store.
John plans to stay in the area and continue working in the marketing field. He
hopes to gain experience and someday start his own consulting business related to technology and advertising or energy.
John’s productivity does not stop at the end of the work day; he spends his free time working on side projects,
such as developing applications for mobile devices. He also enjoys spending time with family and friends,
especially outdoors. John likes many aspects of Venango County, such as the friendly people, the downtown
areas of Oil City and Franklin and the overlook behind Fat Dogs. He also occasionally enjoys taking a trip to
Cook Forest State Park or Pittsburgh for sporting events.
“I am excited to become a member of the community and the FLEX program to learn as much as possible
while I work and build relationships,” John said. He looks forward to helping the Chamber promote
businesses and we look forward to getting to know yet another great young professional in Venango County!

Venango Area Chamber of Commerce ● (814) 676-8521 ● www.venangochamber.org
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Meghan Keely may have moved away from the area for a while, but she returned to
Venango County in 2011 and we’re so glad she did! Meghan is originally from
Franklin and graduated from Franklin High School in 2003. She then attended Lock
Haven University of Pennsylvania where she received her Bachelors of Arts in
Journalism and Communications Media. After her undergraduate career, Meghan
attended Kutztown University of Pennsylvania to pursue her Masters of Public
Administration, with an emphasis on grant writing and non-profit management.
Meghan has achieved many accomplishments throughout her college career and
beyond, one of her favorites being her work in journalism. She has been published
multiple times and loves meeting people and sharing their stories. She was an editor
and writer of Kutztown University’s International Studies Department newspaper as
well as the Lock Haven University Newspaper and also worked for The Derrick/News Herald
In addition to journalism, Meghan published a thesis focused on the positive impacts of AmeriCorps Vista
on rural poverty in Northwestern Pennsylvania. She was a graduate assistant for the International Studies
Department at Kutztown University, an AmeriCorps VISTA member for Titusville Area School District and
a volunteer with Big Brothers Big Sisters and Relay For Life/American Cancer Society.
Currently, Meghan is the economic development manager at Northwest Commission and is proud of
securing her current position and having the opportunity to make a difference for our community.
She lived in eastern Pennsylvania for about five years, but then decided to move back to Venango County.
“Of all the places I have lived, I never found another place that felt like home,” Meghan told us.
When she’s not at work, you can find Meghan enjoying the
outdoors of our region. She spends free time biking,
jogging or walking on the bike trails as well as kayaking
with friends. Meghan is a writer and artist at heart, so she
also enjoys painting and free-lance writing for various
publications.
As for the future, Meghan hopes to be able to continue to
smile, be happy and be proud of the life she is living. She
plans to work to make a difference in our area and
contribute to the forward progression of Venango County
by sustaining an influx of employment opportunities,
generating a successful workforce and promoting tourism
and outdoor recreation.
Meghan encourages the community to keep an open-mind
and have faith in the younger generation. “I am a true
believer that Venango County is a great place to live and
could be a prosperous and desired location,” Meghan said,
and we couldn’t agree more!

“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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Color Me Calm
There is a new trend, you may not have noticed, making its way across the
desks of thousands of professionals across the country. Adult coloring
books are the new “it” stress reliever for those seeking a creative outlet.
One of the first adult coloring books to gain traction in the public sphere
was the Johanna Basford series. Her first book, “Secret Garden” has sold 1.4
million copies, and her second book “Enchanted Forest” quickly sold out of
the 226,000 copies of its first print.
The coloring books designed by Basford and others like her are very similar to the coloring books that you
or your children doodled in during childhood, but with a few exceptions. The designs are more intricate
and require the doodler to see the big picture and have patience with small spaces. These key facts are why
these books are being embraced by professionals in fast paced, busy careers. Coloring allows the artist
time to stop and focus and take their minds off the stressors in their lives.
In a recent Parade Magazine article, “50 Shades of Happy: The New Joy of Coloring,” Alice Domar, Ph.D.,
Executive Director of the Domar Center for Mind/Body Health in Boston, is quoted as saying, “The
creativity comes with envisioning the color selection and how it will play throughout the piece, while the
tactical involves applying your decisions to the artist’s design. Both keep your right brain from taking over
and wandering where it wants, as it does when you just doodle.”
Unlike yoga or other popular adult stress relief options, the accessibility and entry point with this new
trend is remarkably low. A quick Amazon search finds countless options in the single digit range and a nice
set of markers or colored pencils (whatever your preference) for not much more.
The next time you need a moment to collect yourself and separate from the stress around you, may I
suggest foregoing Facebook or your DVR and picking up a coloring book!
Shelby A. Parish, IOM, CMP
Manager, Institute for Organization Management

OUR MISSION
FLEX represents the needs and interests of Young Professionals by positioning ourselves
as leaders, entrepreneurs and advocates for the sustainability of the Venango Area through civic engagement,
leadership development and networking.

Where you’ll find FLEX this month:
FLEX Planning Meeting: Monday, November 2nd at 5:00PM at the Venango Chamber
FLEX monthly meeting: Tuesday, November 3rd at noon at the Venango Chamber
Chamber events - Check out the Chamber’s Calendar of Events at
www.venangochamber.org

VenangoFLEX
email: flex@venangochamber.org
Venango Area Chamber of Commerce ● (814) 676-8521 ● www.venangochamber.org

