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September 19, 2015 

Morrison Park 
Seneca, PA 

Coach Rood Classic 5k Walk/Run 

Free Children’s Games &                             
Activities 

Arts & Crafts Show 

Food Vendors  

Car & Motorcycle Cruise-In 

Petting Zoo 

Outdoor Movie Presentation 
Disney’s Frozen© 

& More 

See complete schedule inside 

Frozen© 
Brought to you 
by The Movies 
at Cranberry 
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Venango Area Chamber  
of Commerce Group 

Venango Area 
 Chamber of Commerce 

@VenangoChamber VenangoChamber 

venangochamber 

T h e 

 
Billy’s 
Billy Hadley 
275 Seneca Street 
Oil City, PA 16301 
Phone: 814-678-2582 
Email: 12drafts@gmail.com 
Published: Restaurant/Bar 
 
Fort Pitt Capital Group 
Travis Sollinger 
680 Anderson Drive 
Foster Plaza  10 
Coraopolis, PA  15108 
Phone: 412-498-5011 
Email: tsollinger@fortpittcapital.com 
Website: fortpittcapital.com 
Published: Financial Planning/Investments 
 
Giant Eagle Oil City 
Annette Scott 
602 E. Second Street 
Oil City, PA  16301 
Phone: 814-676-6121 
Email: storeleader.0086@gianteagle.com 
Website: gianteagle.com 
Published: Retail 
 
Margo Huston 
Margo Huston 
105 Cowell Ave. 
Oil City, PA  16301 
Phone: 814-676-9362 
Email: rollinghillsannie@hotmail.com 
Website: margohuston.com 
Published: Professional Voice Over Actor 
 

 
Local restaurant, night club, sports bar. 
Enjoy live music, drink specials and 
wings! 
 
 
 
 
 
Fort Pitt Capital Group is an 
independent, fee-only investment 
management firm that provides 
trusted, strategic investment and 
wealth management solutions to both 
individuals and institutions.  
 
 
 
 
Founded in 1931, Giant Eagle is one of 
the 40 largest privately-held and family
-operated companies in the USA. Giant 
Eagle serves more than five million 
customers annually through nearly 
400 retail locations in Pennsylvania, 
Ohio, West Virginia and Maryland. 
Giant Eagle is based in Pittsburgh, PA.  
 
Margo Huston provides quality voice 
over recordings that will produce 
positive results. Margo can add that 
professional flair to your next radio, 
television or film production. 

 WELCOMES NEW MEMBERS 

http://www.linkedin.com/groups?home=&gid=1505497&trk=anet_ug_hm&goback=.nmp_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1.npv_24209418_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_spm*4pic_*1
http://www.linkedin.com/groups?home=&gid=1505497&trk=anet_ug_hm&goback=.nmp_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1.npv_24209418_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_spm*4pic_*1
https://twitter.com/venangochamber
https://twitter.com/venangochamber
http://www.youtube.com/user/VenangoChamber
https://twitter.com/venangochamber
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Venango-Area-Chamber-of-Commerce/105969715560
http://instagram.com/venangochamber?ref=badge
http://instagram.com/venangochamber?ref=badge
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/Venango-Area-Chamber-Commerce-1505497/about
https://www.youtube.com/user/VenangoChamber
mailto:12drafts@gmail.com
mailto:tsollinger@fortpittcapital.com
fortpittcapital.com
mailto:storeleader.0086@gianteagle.com
gianteagle.com
mailto:rollinghillsannie@hotmail.com
http://www.margohuston.com
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Scholarship Fund Honors Franklin Senior Who Lost Battle with Leukemia 
 
Devin Gold, 23, established a scholarship fund in the memory of his close friend Jeremy Coast, who passed 
away in June after a three year battle with Leukemia. Coast, who recently graduated from Franklin, was 
only 18.  

 

Fundraisers for the scholarship will be announced through a web site honoring Jeremy and his strength. 
All information will be announced at www.519Strong.com as well as the scholarship and memorial      
Facebook page at “519 Strong”. Gold explains, “519 was Jeremy’s racing number, and we thought it was 
appropriate to make that number a running theme for the scholarship as a way to further tell his story 
and share his strength. Scholarships will be given out in the amounts of $519 each.” 

 

Any student pursuing post-secondary education in the counties of Venango, Clarion, Forest and Mercer 
counties can apply for the annual scholarship online at www.BridgeBuildersCommunityFoundations.org 
for the next funding cycle.  

 

Contributions can be mailed to: 
Bridge Builders Community Foundations 
206 Seneca Street 
National Transit Building, Suite 10 
Oil City, PA 16301 

 

Please include a memo for the ” Jeremy Coast Memorial Scholarship Fund ” or “519Strong” nonprofit.   
Contributions may be made in honor of an individual or organization. Donations received are fully tax   
deductible under applicable federal and state laws.  
Inquiries about giving can be made to Trenton Moulin at (814)677-8687. 

Libraries Host Maker Camps 

Founder and director of the GEMS clubs, (Girls Excelling in Math and Science) with over 25 chapters nation-
wide, Laura Reasoner Jones has made a significant contribution to the lives of young girls. As director of the 
GEMS clubs www.gemsclub.org, Ms. Jones encourages girls to continue to explore and pursue the STEM 
(Science, Technology, Engineering, Math) fields for college and careers. This summer Laura welcomed local 
youth (boys and girls), to participate in Maker Camps at the Oil City and Franklin Libraries. Maker Camp is 
designed to get kids making more, and to support the adults who want to introduce the joy of making. 
Campers had the opportunity to take apart electronics, build LEDs and learn the basics of soldering. 

During the week of Maker Camp, Microsoft visited Venango County to 
document the program, capturing video of the youth in action and   
interviewing them afterwards. This research is in conjunction with a 
Maker Media Summer Camp Survey that campers received that week. 
The Microsoft professionals, Amy and Molly, are interested in under-
standing the experience campers and counselors have at summer 
camps using the Maker Summer Camp curriculum. The purpose of the 

ethnography is to understand the stories behind the Maker Summer Camp Survey 
data. They explained “We want to understand who the kids and counselors are, 
what they have to say about their camp experience, and how they feel toward the 

STEM subjects (before and after experiencing the Maker Summer Camp curriculum). Insights from this    
research will be reported in conjunction with the Maker Summer Camp Survey.” The documentary will be 
made available for local showing.  

http://explorevenango.com/new-scholarship-fund-honors-franklin-senior/
http://www.519Strong.com
http://www.BridgeBuildersCommunityFoundations.org
http://http:/www.bridgebuilderscommunityfoundations.org/
http://explorevenango.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/photo1.jpg
http://www.gemsclub.org
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New Delivery Service Announced 

You can now have all of your favorite God's Little Garden 
and Cranberry Wellness Center products delivered to 
your door! We are currently only doing deliveries on 
Thursday and we'd like the order placed no later than 8:30 
Wednesday evening. If you have questions or would like to 
place an order please call us at (814) 676-8660.  

Volunteers Needed for “Oil City Uncorked” 
Oil City’s first wine walk set for , Friday, September 11th  
  

Tickets are moving, and folks are talking about “Oil City     
Uncorked,” Oil City’s very first wine walk.  The event will be 
held on Friday, September 11th from 5 – 8 pm and will      
feature an evening of wine sampling, music, and more. 

Nine different downtown Oil City businesses will be serving 
as host venues, including Barr’s Insurance, Celestial Quilts, 
Days Inn Conference Center, Double Bloom Flower Shop, 
Grandview Estates Furniture, Lydia’s Stitches, Oh…4 The 
Love of Hair, Today’s Cutting Edge and the Venango Mu-
seum of Art, Science & Industry.  Each host venue will be 
offering complimentary hors d’ouevres, and will feature 
one of nine regional wineries with a selection of its own 
signature wines to sample. 

“We are excited about the great response for this event,” 
stated Kathy Bailey, Main Street Manager. “We still have 
tickets available, but we would encourage anyone inter-
ested to get their tickets soon.”  Tickets for “Oil City Un-
corked” are $20 advance or $25 at the walk (while supplies 
last) and are on sale now at the Oil Region Alliance Office, 
217 Elm Street and the Venango Area Chamber of Com-
merce Office, 41 Main Street. 

Bailey stressed the need for volunteers for this event.  
“Participants will be able to order bottles or cases of wine 
at each venue, and pick it up when they have completed 
their walk.  We are in need of approximately 14 – 16 people 
to help with set-up and transport cases of wine from each 
venue to the pickup location.  Volunteers must be 18 or 
older to load & unload cases, or 21 years or older to drive 
between locations.” 

All proceeds from this event benefit the downtown revitali-
zation initiatives of the Oil City Main Street Program, which 
includes projects like the “Best Dressed Windows” contest, 
Small Business Saturday, Get Down to Business Workshops, 
Façade Improvement Grant Program, and more.  Interested 
volunteers may contact Kathy Bailey in the Oil City Main 
Street Office at (814) 677-3152 ext. 101 or via email at   
kbailey@oilregion.org. 

http://www.mcfateandmerkel.com/
http://www.bertklapecinc.com/
mailto:info@barrsinsurance.com
http://www.oilcityhotel.com/
mailto:kbailey@oilregion.org
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Venango Youth Choir  
Still Welcoming Participants 
 

The Venango Youth Choir is welcoming all children 1st 
through 8th grade to join them! The group has rehearsals 
every Monday starting September 14th until November 
16th at the Good Hope Lutheran Church lower level 
Fellowship Hall at 800 Moran Street in Oil City. Rehearsals 
are from 4-6PM with an after school snack provided from    
4-4:30PM.  
 

The sign-up and first rehearsal for the choir is on September 
14th from 4 to 6PM. For more information, please call (814) 
676-9122. 

VARHA 14th Annual Benefit Auction 

 

September 12, 5:30 PM - 8:30 PM 
Wanango Golf Club 

Join us for "An Evening of Making a Difference," VARHA's 
annual auction benefitting our therapeutic riding            
program, on September 12, 2015 at Wanango Golf Club. 
Doors open at 5:30 pm. Silent and Chinese Auctions and 
other raffles are held from 5:30 to 7:00 p.m. Live auction 
begins at 7:00. Features include hors d'oeuvres and        
entertainment by D.J. Todd Adkins. Tickets may be         
purchased on-line at www.varhacenter.org or by calling 
814-437-7433. 

Event Cost: $25 per ticket, $40 per couple, $160 table of 8 

 

For more information about this event, please contact: 
Jill Rhoads, jillrhoads265@yahoo.com 

15th Annual Barrow-Civic Theatre Golf Outing 
Thursday, September 10th 
Wanango Golf Club 

 
Don’t miss this day full of great food, fun and prizes at 
Wanango Golf Club in Reno! The Annual BCT Golf Outing is 
one of our biggest fundraisers of the year, and we would like 
you to be a part of it. Currently accepting 4-Person Teams and 
seeking hole sponsors and door-prize donors.  
 
For more information about this event, please contact: 

Sarah Confer, sarahta@barrowtheatre.com 814-432-5196 
www.barrowtheatre.com/  

http://www.for-cu.com/
http://www.hagan1.com/
http://www.hiexpress.com/franklinpa
http://www.gillconsult.com/
http://www.varhacenter.org
mailto:jillrhoads265@yahoo.com
mailto:sarahta@barrowtheatre.com
http://http:/www.barrowtheatre.com/
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-Silver Sponsors- 
 
 

Cranberry Mall 

Edward Jones Investments - Seneca 
 

Northwest Savings Bank                      

Samuel Justus Trust 

Schake Industries, Inc. 

-Bronze Sponsors- 
 

Clarion County Community Bank 
Community Ambulance Service 
Culligan Water Conditioning 

Electralloy 
Farmers National Bank 

First United National Bank 
Froggy * Majic * WUZZ 

Hile-Best Funeral Home, Inc.  

Joe Taylor Ford, Inc. 
Klapec Auto Body, Inc. 

Pepsi Beverages  
PNC Bank of Cranberry 

 

Seneca Medical Center  
of Butler Health System 

 

Seneca/Urban Insurance Agency 
Venango College Clarion University 

-Patrons- 
Barr’s Insurance, Inc. 

Deets Mechanical 

H & R Block 

Holiday Inn Express & Suites 

Hope Pediatrics 

Hoss’s Steak & Sea House 

Nicole’s Bridal Boutique 

O’Polka & Company, A Division of  

McGill, Power, Bell & Associates 

Pin Oak Village 

Stover’s Tree Service 

 

-Gold Sponsors- 

Thank you to our 
Sponsors! 
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A portion of your  
check on Sept.13th,  

will benefit the  
Cranberry Festival! 

Present this card when ordering! 

Clip this coupon 

100 Chamber members enjoyed a beautiful 
evening along the Allegheny River at the 
2015 Annual Member Steak Fry.  The Oil City 
Boat Club provided the perfect setting for the 
event. 

We are excited to see that the PennDOT parking lot project in downtown Oil City is completed (or nearly), 

as this newsletter goes to print.  The lot, which includes more than 150 spaces for PennDOT employees, 

will free up permit spaces in public lots throughout the city. Police Chief Bob Wenner remarks that “We 

have had a waiting list for permits and will now begin to issue these as the PennDOT employees move to 

their new lot. Anyone interested in being added to the waiting list or with specific parking issues can come 

to the Oil City Police Department .” 

PennDOT Completes Parking Lot in Oil City 
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Dr. Edward Resler Celebrates 45 years  
 
Dr. Edward A. Resler of Oil City will celebrate 45 years of 
business as an optometrist on September 8th. 
 

Resler is originally from the Pittsburgh area and first came 
to Oil City to assist Dr. R.L. Woodring with his practice. 
Upon Dr. Woodring’s passing in 1970, Resler took over the    
practice. In the early 1990s Resler moved to his current 
location at 112 Center St. 
 

Dr. Resler will officially have 45 years of service on Tues-
day, Sept. 8, and the public is invited to come and enjoy 
light refreshments during office hours that day to celebrate 
his accomplishment. 
 

Please join us in congratulating Dr. Resler and his staff on 
his anniversary! 

Photo Credit Richard Sayer 

Coon & Fox Hunters Association  
Bluegrass Festival 
 

September 18, 19, 20 
126 Martin Hill Rd, Franklin 
Music begins at 6:30pm on Friday, 2:20 pm on Saturday 
and a gospel service begins at 10:30 pm. Campers welcome 
(no hook-ups) beginning on Thursday. Breakfast served 
8am-10am all three days. Flea market/craft sales at the 
campsites on Saturday morning. 

 

Event Cost: FREE 

 

For more information about this event, please contact: 
Chris Shaw, Venango County Coon & Fox Hunters Assoc., 
814-437-2696  

Celebration reception September 8th 

http://www.fscas.org/
http://www.northwestsavingsbank.com/
http://www.choicehotels.com/
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Venango Catholic High School  
to Host Middle School Rally 

  

All area middle school youth in grades 
6 to 8 who are part of a parish youth 
group (or other parish sanctioned 
group such as religious education, etc.) 
are invited to a “Cool Day of Being 
Catholic” at Venango Catholic High 
School from 9:30 am to 5 pm on Sun-
day, October 11 at Venango Catholic 
High School in Oil City.  Cost of             
attendance is $30 per person. 

 

Beat Box artist and internationally known Catholic 
speaker, Paul J. Kim, headlines the program that includes 
musical entertainment, breakout sessions, confession, 
Mass and Eucharistic Adoration.   

 

Paul J. Kim has earned a growing international           
reputation as a dynamic speaker and musician 
with a powerful message of faith, hope, and love. His 
programs have inspired people of all ages throughout 
the country and abroad over the past decade. Moving his 
audiences from laughter to deep reflection and prayer; 
Paul utilizes his many talents to communicate the Gospel 
to young  people in an engaging, entertaining, and        
altogether inspiring way.  To see and hear Paul J. Kim in 
action  check out his website at www.pjkmusic.com.     

 

For more information about the rally contact you parish 
office, youth group/REP leader, visit www.onthevine.us 
or contact Kathleen Peterson at 814-824-1218 or via 
email at kpeterson@eriercd.org.   Local contact is Pam 
Niederriter at 814-671-1411 or email at                      
eniederriter@zoominternet.net 

Charitable Deeds Spaghetti Dinner 

 

September 19 
3:30 PM - 7:00 PM, Wolf's Den, 308 Timberwolf Run, Knox  

 

All you can eat spaghetti dinner.  Includes Italian bread,   
apple sauce, dessert and drink.  Take outs available.      
Benefits poor and needy of the community with their     
utilities. 

 

Event Cost: $8 adults, $5 children 10 and under, free to 
children 2 and under. 

 

For more information about this event, please contact: 
Charitable Deeds, 814-797-0286  

http://www.cranberrymall.com/
http://www.venangocountydailynews.com/
http://www.somecleanthoughts.blogspot.com/
http://gibbons-business-solutions.com/
http://www.pjkmusic.com
https://us-mg6.mail.yahoo.com/compose?to=kpeterson@eriercd.org.
mailto:eniederriter@zoominternet.net
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3 Types of Business Stories that Appeal  
to Millennials     by Christina R. Green 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you’re looking to increase your business sales among Millenials 
improving your storytelling is a good start. Telling your story       
effectively imparts a more human side to your business. It’s also 
memorable and develops an emotional connection between your 
business and your audience.  
 
Most sales gurus will admit it’s the emotional side of the brain that 
drives purchasing, so storytelling gets your business where you 
want to be. 
 
Effective Types of Storytelling for Gen Y 
The following types of stories will improve your connection to Gen 
Y but they should never be used disingenuously. Use what fits your 
business. Don’t alter your story just to get likes or shares, or           
customers. 
 
Saving the World 
Compared to their cynical Gen X predecessors, at least 39% of Gen 
Ys polled believe they will do something in their lifetimes that will 
contribute to the world becoming a better place. Telling a story of 
how your business connects others and helps them help the world 
will appeal to this generation.  
 
However, if you’re going to flavor your business story with a saving 
the world tone, make sure you tell it by how you are helping your 
customers do it not by your own super powers. Taking a more 
humble approach will attract this tech-savvy generation. Boldly 
making heroic claims will turn these uber-eager world changers off. 
 
To Thine Own Selfie be True 
It seems contradictory that at the same time they claim to want to 
make the world a better place, they are also eagerly capturing 
nearly every breathe they take in selfies. This generation of               
do-gooders is different than the Boomers in that they see a very   
individualistic role of how each will save the world. It’s an I will save 
instead of a we. This doesn’t mean they don’t want to work in 
group, quite the contrary but they want their individual contribu-
tions recognized and lauded. 

© Can Stock Photo Inc. / kanzefar  

Continued on next page 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Venango-VNA-Foundation/930581996957949
http://www.edwardjones.com/
http://www.nextsteptherapy.net/
http://www.chamberchoice.com/
http://www.christinargreen.com/
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If you’re looking to appeal to this generation, show them what is in 
your business, product or service for them. Tell your business 
story as it involves them and their future success, beauty, or     
meeting of individual goals. Cast your Gen Y customer as the hero 
of the story.  She’ll take it from there. 
 
A Life Fit for Instagram 
Millennials have a strong notion for how life should be. Studies 
have shown that even though many of them graduated during a 
very difficult time economically, and many of them remain living 
with their parents much longer than previous generations, they’re 
also more apt to spend money on an experience than things. That’s 
good news for business like coffee houses and restaurants. 
 
Telling your business story as an exciting service or experience 
will appeal to this group. Lacking in a large income does not         
discourage them from partaking in the finer aspects of life. They 
want what they want, which isn’t a starter home or a starter car. 
Showcase your business as a means to getting the life they want, or 
as a part of that life, and it will draw this generation in.  
 
If you’ve been looking to reach Gen Y, telling your business story 
through social media and the Internet will get their attention but 
you need to use a business approach that they’ll find appealing. In 
some ways these young people have a lot more figured out. They 
know it’s important to give back, be kind to yourself, and enjoy 
life’s adventures while you have the time and interest, even if you 
don’t have the money. 

Allegheny Mountain Hardwood Flooring Presentation Available Online 

Allegheny Mountain Hardwood Flooring is a family owned and operated business in the heart of the       
Appalachian Mountains. During the Great Depression Harry Hickman and his wife started the sawmill 
with a team of horses and cross cut saw. His son, Larry Hickman, continued the sawmill and also passion-
ately spent time in the woods. Learning the best way to manage and harvest the trees to ensure the forests 
will be there for future generations. Today Denny Hickman and his children, Jessica and Jake are involved 
with the business, manufacturing high quality Rift & Quarter Sawn flooring. 

 This presentation shows a 
bit about their forest     
management and explains 
the difference in how the 
logs are cut and how it    
effects the  lumber and   
ultimately the flooring in 
your home.  

http://www.slideshare.net/
Jesshickman9/from-our-forest-to-your-home 

http://www.sandykhovis.com/
http://www.fun-bank.com/
http://www.brightideas-lc.com/
http://www.gatesandburnsrealestate.com/
http://www.slideshare.net/Jesshickman9/from-our-forest-to-your-home
http://www.slideshare.net/Jesshickman9/from-our-forest-to-your-home
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 

The Venango Area Chamber of Commerce builds, serves and promotes regional business. 

PRSRT STD 
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 
PERMIT # 280 

41 MAIN STREET P.O. BOX 376 OIL CITY, PA 16301  

Address Service Requested 

 

COMMUNITY CALENDAR OF EVENTS AVAILABLE AT 
WWW.VENANGOCHAMBER.ORG/CALENDAR 

PRESIDENT        
V.P.  
SECRETARY 
TREASURER  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
STAFF   
 
 
 

David Snedden 
Dr. Kate Eckert 
Frank Hajduk 
Matt Caldwell 
Rebecca Beach 
Emily Fetcko 
Elizabeth Griebel 
Shari Hamilton 
Butch Hargenrader 
Beth Harman 
Jake Hickman 
Wendy Lineman 
Deb Lutz 
Greg Merkel 
Joyce Morgan 
Lori Sibble 
 
Susan Williams 
Dottie Tawney 
Ashley Cowles 
 

 

Hagan Business Machines 

Eckert Chiropractic 

SCORE 

Caldwell Printing Services 

Clarion County Community Bank 

Moxie Media 

Urban Insurance Agency 

Friends of Drake Well Museum 

Pepsi Bottling Company 

Northwest Savings Bank 

Hickman Lumber Company 

Galaxy Federal Credit Union 

Oil Region Alliance  

Mcfate & Merkel Law Office 

UPMC Northwest 

Edward Jones Investments, Seneca 

 

Executive Director 

Executive Assistant 

Intern, Kent State University 

UPCOMING CHAMBER EVENTS 

SEPTEMBER 
 2 FLEX Luncheon  -  Venango Chamber  12PM 
 13 Cranberry Festival Hoss’s Fundraiser 
 16 Cranberry Festival/NWSB Spaghetti Dinner  -  Seneca 
  Fire Hall  -  5PM 
 17 Board of Directors Meeting 8AM 
 19 Cranberry Festival  -  Morrison Park , Seneca 
 
OCTOBER 
 22 Board of Directors Meeting 8AM 
 22 Oil City Moose Club Business After Hours Mixer 5-7PM 
 23 Candidates Forum (details tba) 
 
 
 
 

http://www.4yourcarconnection.com/
http://www.verifyservices.net/
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Student Appreciation Luncheon Held 
By SALLY BELL Derrick staff writer 
 

Young professionals want the area's interns to know that they have a net-
work in Venango County. 
Those two groups of young people met Thursday at a luncheon at the Bar-
row-Civic Theatre in Franklin. The Future Leaders & Entrepreneurs Ex-
change (FLEX) of the Venango Area Chamber of Commerce hosted the 
event. 
 

The intent of the get-together - which drew about 20 interns, most of them 
from Joy Global in Franklin - was twofold. The chamber wants the interns 
to know they are appreciated and wants to offer incentive for them to re-
turn to the area, said Susan Williams, Executive Director at the Venango 
Chamber. "Today is our invitation to be a part of our network," Williams 

said in an interview before the luncheon. 
 
Student interns - some paid, some unpaid - spent their summers working in businesses throughout the region 
such as nonprofit organizations, mining, transportation, engineering and banks, Williams said. 
 
“Joy Global has eight interns currently working at its Franklin location,” said Alan McBride of Joy Global's 
human resources department. “The interns work in various engineering departments including electrical, me-
chanical, testing, controls, automation and haulage, or the removal of coal from a site. The company encour-
ages its interns to network“ McBride said. 
 
McBride, 26, went to Penn State but returned to the area and has worked with the mining equipment and ser-
vices company for four years. As a young professional himself, McBride said three factors ensure commu-
nity staying power for a young person - getting involved in the community, loving what you do and contin-
ued learning and education. 
 
Young people in small towns and elsewhere are often subject to the notion they have to leave to succeed. 
"I've heard parents tell kids, 'Don't come back to this area,'" Williams said. 
"Everything you find in a big city is here, just in a different image," said Will Price, 28, the President of 
FLEX. 

Continued on page 4 
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Michael J. Reinsel may seem like a familiar name to many, as he is the Owner and 
Funeral Director at Reinsel Funeral Home and Crematory in Oil City.  
 

Originally being from Oil City, Michael saw the opportunity to join the family        
business, which allowed him to stay in the area as well as help people through       
difficult times. He hasn’t always lived in this area, though, in which he spent some 
time studying in different parts of the state. After graduating from Oil City High 
School in 1995, he attended Edinboro University and received a degree in Business 
Administration in 1999, and then continued on to the Pittsburgh Institute of         
Mortuary Science, where he graduated in 2000 with a degree in Funeral Arts/

Sciences. After his schooling, Michael served an apprenticeship for one year with his father.  
 

Michael has worked at Reinsel Funeral Home and Crematory ever since, where he continues to help this 
family owned and operated funeral business grow. He recently started offering memorial videos, making 
them the first funeral home in the area to offer a website where families can view and share both pictures 
and memories and offer condolences. 
 

When not working, Michael enjoys spending time with his two sons—Carson and Rylan. He also likes to 
go outdoors, where you may find him downhill skiing or taking a kayak trip down the Allegheny River.  
 
Michael told us, “I just want to be a good dad and husband and run my business with dignity, respect and 

compassion.” His father and grandfather were both great role models for him, and he plans to continue 
expressing their values of treating people as he would also like to be treated.  

You will surely notice that this month’s 
newsletter is missing a regular feature.  
Kurtis Bell,  co-owner of ServiceMaster 
by Bell, writes our monthly network-
ing articles. Earlier this week, Kurtis 
had a swimming accident while         
vacationing  in Ocean City, Maryland 
and sustained severe neck and back 
injuries. After a long and involved    
surgery on Tuesday, reports are that 

he his doing well and with much time and work, can be 
optimistic about his recovery. 
 
Please keep Kurtis and his family in your thoughts and 
prayers. Those who know him well will appreciate the  
spirit and humor that he is exhibiting during this tough 
time.  We fully expect that Kurtis will turn this into an   
opportunity and we will se some interesting networking 
articles in the future! 

http://www.bridgebuilderscommunityfoundations.com/
http://www.awireless.net/
http://www.somecleanthoughts.blogspot.com/
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“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”  

Interested in volunteering 
with us? The Cranberry 
Festival is coming up and 
we could use your help! The 
festival is on September 
19th from 10AM - 7PM. 

Contact the Chamber of Commerce at 676-8521 or 
chamber@venangochamber.org for details.  

Andrew (Drew) T. Reinsel, originally from Oil City, is also part of the 5th generation 
at Reinsel Funeral Home and Crematory, where he serves as Funeral Director.  

 

Drew never expected to be involved in the funeral home business—he planned on 

becoming a teacher. While he was going to school at Slippery Rock University study-
ing education, he changed his major half way through when he realized a position in 
the family business would be available. After graduating Slippery Rock in 2011 with 

a degree in Business Management, Drew then continued on to the Pittsburgh Insti-
tute of Mortuary Science, where he graduated with a degree in Funeral Arts/

Sciences in 2013. 

 

When away from his job, you can find Drew participating in many different activities outdoors. Sports 
are his biggest interest, in which he plays softball during the summer, flag football in the fall, and is a 
PIAA referee for basketball and football seasons. Drew has even been on teams where he received both 

the men’s softball and flag football champion title. If he’s not currently involved with sports, he likes to 

go on walks with his fiancé and dog, as well as spend time kayaking, canoeing, swimming and camping.  
 

Drew will be getting married this October, and has plans to start a family. He grew up as the youngest of 

five boys, so he has always looked up to his brothers, as well as his parents and teachers who have all 
pointed him in the right direction throughout life. “I just want to be dependable to my family, respected 

in the community, give back to local sports clubs/children, and grow as a person,” he said.  

Murder Mystery Dinner/Train 

 

September 12,19 & 26, 5:00 PM - 9:00 PM 
409 S Perry St, Titusville, PA 16354 

 

Medvale High School Mayhem – “Class of 1985 30th Re-
union”  Someone's got a secret from 1985 that could play 
havoc with their current life and will totally kill to keep 
it from coming out! Dinner starts at 5 pm at Perry Street 
Station. Reservations required. Event Cost: $65 
 
For more information about this event, please con-
tact: Oil Creek & Titusville Railroad,  
ocandt@usachoice.net 
814-676-1733,  www.octrr.org  

http://www.urban-ins.com/
http://www.chirodrkate.com/
mailto:chamber@venangochamber.org
http://www.octrr.org
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Venango Area Chamber of Commerce   ●   (814) 676-8521   ●   www.venangochamber.org               

OUR MISSION 
FLEX represents the needs and interests of Young Professionals by positioning ourselves  

as leaders, entrepreneurs and advocates for the sustainability of the Venango Area  
through civic engagement, leadership development and networking.  

Where you’ll find FLEX this month: 
   
FLEX Lunch Wednesday September 2 at the Venango Chamber 
 
Chamber events  -  Check out the Chamber’s Calendar of Events at 
   www.venangochamber.org VenangoFLEX 

Text FLEX to 42828 to be added to our email list                   email: flex@venangochamber.org 

Thank you to all who attended and helped at our  
2015 FLEX Student Appreciation Luncheon!  

 
Laura Ordaz, 22, of Dempseytown, is finishing up her fourth internship at Joy Global. Ordaz graduated from 
Slippery Rock with a degree in physics and plans to pursue a master's degree in mechanical engineering at West 
Virginia University. Upon completion of her degree, there are enough engineering jobs in the area that she could 
still get what she wants out of a career, Ordaz said. "I like the area. There's no need to leave home," she said. 
 

In remarks at the luncheon, FLEX members offered some sage advice. "I spent some time out of the area but I 
always end up gravitating back here," said Elizabeth Griebel, the FLEX secretary. Griebel said she is pleased to 
know it is possible to "find good opportunities and make a living wage" in this area. “The beautiful natural land-
scapes and towns of the region offer a variety of things to do,”  she added. 
 

Matt Caldwell, a partner at Caldwell Printing in Oil City and a past president of FLEX, recommended that in-
terns seek careers they are passionate about. The building of a network is important, but "don't be a resume 
builder." Get to know your local chamber of commerce, Caldwell said. 
 

Kurtis Bell, co-owner of ServiceMaster by Bell at Clarion, agreed in his remarks that "networking is key." 
"Get to know people not just as a face and a name on a business card," said Bell, who added that it is better to 
have a "smaller, tighter network" you can trust rather than a stack of business cards with contacts that will never 
be looked at. 
In her remarks, Williams addressed the interns and said that after they finish their schooling, "maybe, just 
maybe, you'll consider a future in Venango County. "When we take care of our young people it pays dividends 
to our community," Williams said. 

Continued from page 1 

Barrow Theatre General Manager  
Zach Covington 

FLEX President Will Price 

http://www.venangochamber.org
http://www.facebook.com/VenangoFLEX
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