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September 19, 2015
10am – 7pm
Morrison Park, Seneca PA
The annual Cranberry Festival is held on the
third weekend in September in Morrison Park,
Seneca, PA. The festival includes a Spaghetti
Dinner, Car & Motorcycle Cruise-In Arts & Crafts
Show, Entertainment & Food, Coach Rood
Classic 5K Run/Walk, Free Children’s Events,
Cranberry Bake-Off, Free Parking & Admission,
Backwoods Olympics, Cutest Berry in the Bunch
Contest, and more!
The week preceding the festival includes
additional community activities and the
crowning of the Cranberry Festival King and
Queen.
Visit www.venangochamber.org/visit/cranberry-festival for additional
information and forms. Also, make sure to like us on Facebook!

@VenangoChamber
Venango Area
Chamber of Commerce

venangochamber

VenangoChamber
Venango Area Chamber
of Commerce Group
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Why I Love Getting Fired
by Kurtis Bell
As some of you know, Josh Linkner is one of my favorite bloggers in the
business world. Josh drops a new inspiring, challenging, and thought
provoking article in my inbox every week. I was glancing through my
inbox last week and noticed a subject line of “You’re FIRED!” and stopped
dead for a second. Once I realized I indeed did not get terminated via
email, I read on and found several great points that I will be sure to use
and will pass on to you.
The first is a true reality check. Linker says, “We are all only a few bad
moves (or stagnant nonmoves) away from getting fired in our companies, careers and communities.”
Regardless whether you are self employed, the Executive VPO, or a technician; we are all in positions where
we can be fired. Like Josh alluded to, it may not just be a professional firing.
So how does getting fired tie in to networking? There is the obvious scenario where you lose your job and
are forced to rely on your network to aid your search for employment. There is also the less obvious
scenario where members of your network may fire you. Just like in business, people are always looking for
the best. If you start slipping and get lazy in your networking, it could allow an opening for someone else to
take your spot, become that awesome connector, and start building lasting business relationships.
Do yourself a favor and like Josh Linker says, “Fire yourself. Give your old self the boot, and replace it with a
new and improved version. Embrace the same promise to do your best as if you were actually fired while
avoiding the hassle of cleaning out your desk.” This will keep you sharp and at the top of your game.

Chamber Director Attends Institute
Institute for Organization Management,
the professional development program
of the U.S. Chamber of Commerce
Foundation, is pleased to announce that
Susan Williams, Executive Director, of
the Venango Area Chamber of
Commerce, has recently completed her first year at Institute for Organization Management, a four-year
nonprofit leadership training program at The University of Georgia in Athens.
“Institute graduates are recognized across the country as leaders in their industries and organizations,” said
Raymond P. Towle, IOM, CAE, the U.S. Chamber Foundation’s vice president of Institute for Organization
Management. “These individuals have the knowledge, skills, and dedication necessary to achieve
professional and organizational success in the dynamic association and chamber industries.”
Since its commencement in 1921, the Institute program has been educating tens of thousands of
association, chamber, and other nonprofit leaders on how to build stronger organizations, better serve their
members and become strong business advocates. Institute’s curriculum consists of four weeklong sessions
at five different university locations throughout the country. Through a combination of required courses
and electives in areas such as leadership, advocacy, marketing, finance, and membership, Institute
participants are able to enhance their own organizational management skills and add new fuel to their
organizations, making them run more efficiently and effectively.
Institute for Organization Management is the professional development program of the U.S. Chamber of
Commerce Foundation. It is the premier nonprofit professional development program for association and
chamber professionals, fostering individual growth through interactive learning and networking
opportunities.
“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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New Member Spotlight: Venango Towing and Recovery, LLC.
We are very happy to welcome Tom Doyle and Venango
Towing and Recovery, LLC, as a new member to the
Venango Area Chamber of Commerce! Tom started
working on cars at a young age with his friend, Lester
Harris. Lester then opened a used car lot on North
Seneca Street in Oil City in 1984 and Tom continued to
work with him, gaining a great deal of experience
hulling cars and operating rollbacks and wreckers.
Tom then started working with Mike Klapec and Klapec Auto Body in 2000 by hulling cars. They
eventually expanded the towing services to include the general public and local businesses in 2002.
Klapec Auto Body, located on Route 8 at the time, outgrew their building and decided to move in 2009 to
their current location beside Wal-Mart in Cranberry. As they continued to grow, it was decided that the
towing service should be its own business, which resulted in the creation of Venango Towing and
Recovery in 2013.
After the separation, Venango Towing and Recovery started at a
new location at the Oil City Industrial Park, where its main office
and salvaged/abandoned operations were moved, freeing up
much needed space at Klapec Auto Body. Tom continued working
with the business and was then offered ownership of the towing
services. In 2014 Tom was able to “fulfill his dream” and
completely purchased the company.
Just recently, in March of this year, Venango Towing and Recovery
purchased the former B & B property on Seneca Hill. Since buying
the property, the business has built a 70 by 85 foot fenced-in
storage area, as well as an office, and plans to continue to grow
even more.
We are so excited for Tom and his business for the expansion and continuous growth! You can contact
Tom at (814) 678-3911 or venangotowing@verizon.net. Please join us in welcoming Venango Towing and
Recovery, LLC, as our newest member to the Venango Area Chamber of Commerce!

Check out the new merchandise we got for Oil Heritage Festival! Key chains, car decals, and
magnets, all with photos courtesy of Timothy Rudisille. Thanks Caldwell
Printing for such a job well done! You can purchase these and other items at the
Venango Area Chamber of Commerce at 41 Main Street in Oil City.
Venango Area Chamber of Commerce ● (814) 676-8521 ● www.venangochamber.org
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Enrollment Under Way for Preschool Program at CDC, Franklin YMCA
Enrollment is under way for a state-funded pre-kindergarten learning
program that is offered at Child Development Centers (CDC) and Franklin
YMCA.
Pennsylvania Pre-K Counts is for children who are at least three years old
but not yet old enough to start kindergarten, and who are at risk for school
failure due to low income or special needs. The 11-month program is open to families whose income is
below 300 percent of the federal poverty level.
Pre-K Counts is intended to give children an early educational boost that will help them do better in
school and reduce the likelihood of repeating a grade or requiring special education services, according to
CDC grants director Martha Hoover. Another goal is to increase students’ prospects of graduating from
high school and attending college or another post-secondary education program.
Pre-K Counts instruction focuses on reading and math skills, social and school-readiness skills, following
directions, and getting along with fellow students and teachers, Hoover said. There also is emphasis on
developing an interest in learning and involving the family in the child’s education.
Pre-K Counts classes for the 2015-2016 school year will get under way in August at Cranberry Child
Development Center, 180 Salina Road, Seneca; Franklin School-Age Child Development Center, 614 11th
Street, Franklin; Hasson Heights Child Development Center, 255 Park Avenue, Oil City; and Franklin
YMCA, 111 West Park Street, Franklin.
Application forms and more information are available from Hoover at CDC, 437-7288 or
mhoover@cdcenters.org.

Northwest Hospital Foundation Approves New Projects
Northwest Hospital Foundation recently approved funding for two projects that
directly impact patients and families in the Family Birthing Center and TCU/
Rehab units of UPMC Northwest. The projects, totaling nearly $15,000, will
provide a new Healing Garden for TCU/Rehab patients; as well as safe sleep
instructional books for families of infants born in UPMC Northwest’s Family
Birthing Center.
The Healing Garden project will provide patients with a private outdoor garden to enjoy during their
extended hospitalization in the Transitional Care or Rehabilitation Unit. The garden will provide raised
vegetable and flower beds enabling patients to directly participate in the planting, watering and ongoing
care of the garden, including harvesting vegetables that can then be used in meals prepared for the
patients. Tables and seating areas will be part of the garden, allowing patients and families to enjoy visits,
including meals, in an outdoor setting with views of the wooded area surrounding the hospital grounds.
Other activities for patients, such as games and exercise programs, can also be held in the area.
The Family Birthing Center has received Silver Safe Sleep Certification from the Pennsylvania Cribs for
Kids organization and plans to expand their current education efforts to families about Sudden Infant
Death Syndrome (SIDS) prevention and safe sleep procedures. The Family Birthing Center will provide
Sleep Baby Safe and Snug board books, written by pediatrician Dr. John Hutton, to families of infants born
at UPMC Northwest.
Both of these projects directly reflect Northwest Hospital Foundation’s mission to enhance UPMC
Northwest’s ability to provide high-quality care to the residents of the region it serves by making financial
resources available to UPMC Northwest.
“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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Save the Date!

The 2016 Oil Heritage Festival will be
July 21-24. We had such a great festival this
year, and we can’t wait for next year! Thanks
to all who helped to make the festival so
successful. We hope you enjoyed it!
Friends of Oil Creek Summer Biathlon
Friends of Oil Creek State Park will
host the 10th Annual Summer
Biathlon on August 8th. The Summer
Biathlon is the major fundraiser for
the Friends Group. The proceeds
have contributed to many projects in the park over the last
six years. For the biathlon to be a successful fund raiser it
requires many volunteers as well as participants and
sponsors. You can get involved by participating,
volunteering, sponsoring, or just coming out to support the
event.
Entry forms can be found on their website at
www.orgsites.com/PA/focsp or at the park office. For
information or to volunteer or donate contact John Sims,
Race Director at pjam@venustel.com or call (814)3542802. You can also find additional information at
www.usbiathlon.com or www.friendsocsp.org.

This Month’s Tip from Allegheny Notary
Service: Titling/Registering ATV’s
All ATVs in Pennsylvania, except ATVs used solely for
business or agricultural purposes, need to be registered and
titled with DCNR.
The ATV registration and titling fees are NOT user fees for
the privilege of using trails on state-owned land. The fees
provide funding to administer the program, maintain trails
on DCNR-managed forests and provide grants to profit and
non-profit organizations for developing additional riding
opportunities.
Venango Area Chamber of Commerce ● (814) 676-8521 ● www.venangochamber.org
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New Location for Hasek Law Office
Hasek Law Office has moved to 1140 Liberty Street Suite
101 in Franklin. The business is very happy with the new
office, said Attorney Diane Hasek. The office is located
next to the courthouse which is a good location for them
and brings convenience to their clients. They welcome
anyone to stop in and say hello!

Cranberry Festival Cutest Berry of the
Bunch
CASA of Venango County is now
accepting photos for the Cutest
Berry of the Bunch Contest
(Running Sept 13- 18). Lady and
Lord Berry will be announced at
7:30pm on Friday September
18th
at Center Court of the
Cranberry Mall. Children ages 1
through 5 residing in Venango
County are able to enter (only 20 lords and 20 ladies will
be accepted).
You can email your photo to venangocasa@gmail.com or
send a photo via Facebook message on their page - CASA
of Venango County, PA. You can also mail or drop off at
their office at 206 Seneca St Suite 35 Oil City PA
16301. Find more information in early August at
www.venangocasa.org

Venango Youth Choir Welcoming
Participants
The Venango Youth Choir is welcoming all children 1st
through 8th grade to join them! The group has rehearsals
every Monday starting September 14th until November
16th at the Good Hope Lutheran Church lower level
Fellowship Hall at 800 Moran Street in Oil City. Rehearsals
are from 4-6PM with an after school snack provided from 4
-4:30PM.
Joining the Youth Choir includes benefits for your child
such as learning to read music, singing in a choral
ensemble, learning to play musical instruments, learning
rhythmic movement, performing in a concert for our
community, developing friendships with all ages, and
having fun!
The sign-up and first rehearsal for the choir is on
September 14th from 4 to 6PM. For more information,
please call (814) 676-9122.
“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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S N A P S HO T S F R O M
O I L H ER I T A G E F E S T I VA L
2015
Photo Contributions by Ron Shoup, Bright Ideas
Learning Center and Photography, Tim Rudisille
Photography and Mike Henderson.
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THANK YOU SPONSORS!
Proudly presents

Gold Level

Polish National
Alliance
Lodge 905

Bronze
Level

Silver Level

St. Stephen Church

Samuel Justus Charitable Trust
Heritage

Famoores’s Family Restaurant

Car & Motorcycle Cruise

Thursday on the Plaza

Agway
Clarion County Community Bank
First Presbyterian Church
First United National Bank
Franklin Oil Region Credit Union
Friedhaber’s
Giant Eagle Oil City

Patron

bloominGails
Mayor Barb Crudo
First National Bank of PA
Donald & Wilma Johnson
Kay’s Smorgasbord
Lutz Radiator
Robert M. Pilewski
Ron & Alice Shoup

Northwest Savings Bank
Oil City Civic Center, Inc.
Oil City Rotary Club
Oil City VFW Post 464
Reinsel Funeral Home & Crematory
USA Choice Internet

Mcfate & Merkel Law Office
Northpointe
Oakwood Heights
Oil City Automotive

Headquarters
The Venango Area Chamber of
Commerce and the Oil Heritage Festival
Committee would like to extend their thanks to
the following:
City of Oil City
Nick Klapec/Klapec Express
Oil Heritage Festival Volunteers
Patrick Martinez

“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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Venango County Fair
The 2015 Venango County Fair will
take place on August 1-8 at 867
Mercer Road in Franklin. Daily tickets
are $6 and weekly passes are $20. Children under 8 are
free. To get the full fair schedule visit
www.venangofair.com.

Taste for a Cure New York City Bus Trip
There will be a bus trip to New York City on September
11-12 as a Relay for Life fundraiser through Taste for a
Cure. The trip is $85 a person and the money is due by
August 10. For more information contact Marj Gray at
814-677-3161 or 814-671-8214 Payments sent to 1603
W 3rd St, Oil City, PA.

Urban/Seneca Insurance New Hours
The office will now be open Monday through Friday 8am
- 5pm, with evenings and Saturday by appointment.
Based on client flow and office efficiencies, the team is
excited to be able to assist clients in new ways that meet
their needs.
Seneca Full Service Notary will maintain their current
hours, Monday through Friday 8am - 7pm and Saturday
9am - noon.
They’d like to thank their clients for their continued
business and look forward to serving the Venango County
area in the future.

PPC 16th Annual Golf Scramble
The PPC Annual Golf Scramble will be on
Saturday, August 22, at Hi-Level Golf
Course with a 9AM shotgun start. Cost is
$240 a team which includes greens fees,
golf cart, breakfast, lunch, and dinner. The team limit is
36 teams. For additional information and to make a
reservation, call (814) 677-4005.

New Hours for Celestial Quilts
The hours of operation will change
starting in August. They will now be
open Tuesday and Thursday evenings
from 6-9pm and Saturday and Sunday
from 10am to 5 pm. Stop in when you
can and say hello!
Venango Area Chamber of Commerce ● (814) 676-8521 ● www.venangochamber.org
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Please
join
us
in
congratulating Jodi Lewis on
her recent appointment as the
Executive Director of the
Franklin Area Chamber of
Commerce! Jodi has served as
the Executive Assistant at
FACC since 2009. Recently joining Jodi on staff is Mike
Delaney, as the Executive Assistant. We look forward to
working with Jodi and Mike! (Thank you to the Derrick for
the photo).

OC&T Murder Mystery Dinner
& Train Ride
Join the OC&T Railroad for a special evening of fun, fine
food and murder! See if you can outwit the detective and
other guests. Be the one to solve the crime and win a
prize. The evening's original Mystery Theatre will be
presented by In All Seriousness Murder Division.
Six dates are available in August, September, and October.
evening begins at 5:00 P.M. at Perry Street Station,
Titusville, PA with a buffet dinner for all guests. The
Mystery Train departs from Perry Street Station at 6:15
P.M. The train returns to the depot at approximately 9:00
p.m. where dessert is served and the resolution of the
play.
Cost for the evening is $65 per person. For the complete
schedule and to make reservations call 814 676-1733 or
visit www.octrr.org.

The 2015 Taste of Franklin is July 31st and August 1-2.
Friday, Saturday and Sunday are all full of events. Some of
these events include a Farmers Market, Beer Fest at the
Barrow Civic Theatre, Taste of Talent Vocal Semi-Finals,
children’s entertainment, a motorcycle cruise-in and
more! And of course, the event is focused on Franklin's
finest cuisine from its finest restaurants. For a full
schedule and additional information, visit
www.franklinpa.gov/festivals_events/taste_of_franklin.
“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”

12

New Name: Uncle Jason's Barbeque
Uncle Jason’s Barbeque (previously
operating as Pretzel Plus) located in
Cranberry Mall has changed their
business name and updated their menu.
Uncle
Jason's
Barbecue
features
homemade
barbecue
sandwiches,
smoothies, dutch bread twists and pieces,
and so much more! Local owner Jason
Dillion wants to share his love of cooking
with everyone and recently enjoyed a successful Oil
Heritage Festival as one of the food vendors in Justus Park.

The Workforce and Economic Development Network of
Pennsylvania (WEDnetPA) has a proven track record of
supporting the Commonwealth's most important resource
– its workforce - to work better, faster and smarter.
Funded through the Pennsylvania First line item in the
state budget, WEDnetPA is a unique collaboration of
community colleges, state system universities and other
educational institutions working together to provide
training resources to manufacturers and technology
companies.
This year, WEDnetPA is working with nearly 700
Pennsylvania companies to help them train up to 40,000
workers in topics ranging from essential skills to advanced
technology.
The program will soon embark on another year of
workforce training activity. On June I, 2015, the
WEDnetPA partners will begin accepting applications and
working closely with companies to identify their most
important training needs for the 2015-16 fiscal year. Once
again, they will invest in companies by leveraging their
training resources to achieve a level of employee skill
development that would otherwise be unattainable. And
to ensure the best outcomes, they have updated our
guidelines to more aggressively support the training needs
of today.
A supply of the new FY 2015-16 brochures is available at
Representative Lee James office at 3220 State Route 257
in Seneca. They contain information about program
eligibility, how companies apply and where they can get
additional information.
Venango Area Chamber of Commerce ● (814) 676-8521 ● www.venangochamber.org
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Oil Creek Water Trail Feasibility Study
Thursday, August 13, 2015
4:30pm to 6:30pm
Presentation at 5:00PM
Drake Well Museum
(202 Museum Lane, Titusville)

Public forum to discuss the economic benefits and
opportunities of developing a water trail along Oil Creek
between Centerville and Oil City. Stop by anytime to look at
maps of the proposed corridor and discuss any issues or
opportunities with representatives from Mackin, project
consultant.
A presentation will be given at 5:00pm by Cathy McCollom,
McCollom Development Strategies, regional trail town
expert to specifically discuss the economic benefits and
opportunities for this project.
All municipal officials, residents, business owners, and
outdoor recreation enthusiasts are encouraged to attend!
Merrilynn Marsh, Titusville Redevelopment Authority
814.827.3668 or mmarsh@tcda.org

VARHA 14th Annual Benefit Auction
VARHA, Venango Area Riding for the Handicapped
Association, will hold its 14th Annual Benefit Auction, An
Evening of Making A Difference, on Saturday, September 12
at Wanango Golf Club. This is VARHA’s largest event, and
plans are underway to put the “fun” back in our fundraising
this year! Doors will open at 5:30, with hors d’oeuvres, an
open bar, and a D.J. to get the party started. A silent auction,
Chinese Auction, and various raffles will be part of the fun.
The live auction will begin at 7:00. A list of auction items
will be listed on VARHA’s website this year beginning
August 15 and will be updated as items come in. To become
a sponsor, donate an item, or purchase tickets for the event,
fill out the insert included to this month’s newsletter. Call
814-437-7433 or go to www.varhacenter.org for additional
information.
“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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“Oil City Uncorked” Wine Walk: Tickets On Sale Now
Oil City’s first wine walk set for Friday, September 11th

The Oil City Main Street Program has organized Oil City’s firstever downtown wine walk. “Oil City Uncorked” will be held on
Friday September 11th from 5 – 8 pm and will feature an evening
of wine sampling and complimentary hors d’ouevres at various
downtown businesses. Nine wineries are confirmed as of this
writing, including Allegheny Wine Cellars, Bee Kind Winery, Foxburg Wine Cellars, Nova Cellars Winery, Starr Hill Winery,
Twisted Vine Winery, Volant Mill Winery, Wapiti Ridge Wine Cellars, and Webb Winery. Wineries will be located at various downtown businesses along Seneca, Center, and Sycamore Streets. Tickets are $20 advance or $25 at the walk
(while supplies last) and are on sale now at the Oil Region Alliance Office, 217 Elm Street and the Venango
Area Chamber of Commerce Office, 41 Main Street.
“We chose the date and location for this first wine walk based on other events happening in downtown that
same evening,” stated Kathy Bailey, Main Street Manager. “There will also be an Opening Reception for an
art exhibit in Graffiti Gallery from 5 – 7 pm, and a concert in the Great Room at 7:30 pm. These events all
complement each other and provide for a variety of reasons to come and enjoy strolling through downtown
Oil City. As the wine walk grows, we plan to expand it to a larger area or alternate it to different areas of
our business district.”
On the day of the walk, ticket holders may check-in at the Oil Region Alliance office to pick up their free
wine glass and list of winery locations. A valid ID is required on event day. Ticket holders may stroll to
each winery location at their leisure, and pick up their wine purchases at the Days Inn. All samples must be
consumed inside the host business. The event has been approved by Oil City Council.
“Oil City Uncorked” is sponsored by Edward Jones - Donna Rapp, Farmers National Bank, Grandview Estates Furniture, Gustafson Contracting, and H & R Block. Additional sponsors are needed to offset event
costs; and all proceeds of the event benefit the downtown revitalization efforts of the Oil City Main Street
Program. For further information, contact Kathy Bailey, Main Street Manager, at (814) 677-3152 ext. 101
or kbailey@oilregion.org.

Oil Heritage Desk and Derrick Club Educational Event
The Oil Heritage Desk and Derrick Club, a newly chartered member of the
Association of the Desk and Derrick Clubs (ADDC) whose purpose is to promote
the educational and professional development of individuals employed in the
energy industries as well as educate the public in these areas, invite you to
attend their August meeting at the Drake Well Museum.
The meeting will be on August 10th with a catered dinner at 6PM and a speaker at 6:30PM. Members and
non-members are invited to come enjoy the museum and the MEET-U trailer. Admission to the museum
before 5PM is $8, with free access after 5PM, and the cost for dinner and beverages is $15. The guest
speaker, John R. Miller, is the former President and Director of Sohio who played an important role in
building the Alaska pipeline and a former chairman of the Federal Reserve Bank of Cleveland. He is
currently affiliated with Strategic Energy Network. RSVP to Tracey Korrell by August 5 th at (814) 3334921 or tracey.korrell@steptoe-johnson.com. To learn more about ADDC visit the website www.addc.org.
Venango Area Chamber of Commerce ● (814) 676-8521 ● www.venangochamber.org

Gibbons Business Solutions Holding Social Media Challenge

15

Join this FREE 10 week challenge to develop connections and learn more about Social
Media for Business sponsored by Gibbons Business Solutions. Using social media, group
members will read and discuss Kim Garst's renowned book “Will the Real You Please
Stand up: Show up, Be Authentic, and Prosper in Social Media”.
This 173 page book – 10 chapters – is packed full of practical and personal practices for
building your business social media presence. Ted Rubin, Chief Marketing Officer of
Brand Innovators says, “Kim takes you step-by-step through what it means to market
your brand authentically.” Purchase your copy at Neverending Stories on Liberty Street
in Franklin or from Amazon.com.
Each week group members will be encouraged to read a chapter and participate in on-line discussions,
share personal business challenges and best practices, and build a network of connections within the group.
The official challenge begins August 17, 2015. Get your book early and start thinking.
Our platform will be a private Facebook group – seen only by participating members. At the end of the 10
weeks, Gibbons Business Solutions will close this group out and offer a new optional business challenge
with a new topic. If you would like to participate in this challenge, please email Holly Gibbons @
gibbonsbusinesssolutions@gmail.com or call 814-657-6800.

Relay for Life Fighter’s Ball
It is that time of year again and I am excited to announce the 4th Annual FIGHTER’S
BALL will be held on Saturday, October 24th at The Quality Inn, 1411 Liberty Street in
Franklin. The FIGHTER’S BALL, A fundraiser of Our Relay For Life Team, "Chocoholics
for a Cause", promises to be a fun filled evening with dinner, dancing, 50/50 Raffle
and Silent Auction.
The FIGHTER’S BALL is a non-profit event, whose goal is to raise funds to benefit
Relay For Life as well as generate awareness when it comes to prevention, detection
and treatment of cancer. Proceeds from the FIGHTER’S BALL, as well as our silent
auction and 50/50 raffle, will go towards funding research and treatment here in Western Pennsylvania.
Over the last three years our community has joined together in this "sell-out event" raising an astonishing
$25,513.01
Making this ball a success, and doing our part to end cancer, can only be accomplished with the generosity
of our local trusted businesses/organizations. We are currently seeking Grand Sponsors as well as
monetary gifts and items to be auctioned off during our silent auction. We believe with your help, we will
raise money to find a cure for this devastating disease that touches all of our lives in one way or another!
To become one of our esteemed Grand Sponsors, we are requesting a donation of $250 (business name and
logo displayed at each table as well as on a banner- Two Complimentary Event tickets provided). However,
we will gladly accept a monetary gift of any amount to help fund the event (Your business name and logo
displayed on a banner).
If you are able to donate an item for our silent auction (Your business name and logo displayed beside your
item as well as on a banner), please contact us to arrange pick up. Please make checks payable to the
Fighter’s Ball (a receipt will be provided).
Tickets are $25/person and go on sale in August at Classy Catering in Seneca and also at Oil City
Chemical. For more information, please contact: Connie Shull, at fightersball@hotmail.com or 814-6765759.
“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS
PRESIDENT
V.P.
SECRETARY
TREASURER

STAFF

David Snedden
Dr. Kate Eckert
Frank Hajduk
Matt Caldwell
Rebecca Beach
Emily Fetcko
Elizabeth Griebel
Shari Hamilton
Butch Hargenrader
Beth Harman
Jake Hickman
Wendy Lineman
Deb Lutz
Greg Merkel
Joyce Morgan
Lori Sibble

Hagan Business Machines

Susan Williams
Dottie Tawney
Ashley Cowles

Executive Director

Eckert Chiropractic
SCORE
Caldwell Printing Services
Clarion County Community Bank
Moxie Media
Urban Insurance Agency
Friends of Drake Well Museum

UPCOMING CHAMBER EVENTS
AUGUST
6 FLEX Student Appreciation Luncheon - Barrow Civic
Theatre - 12PM
12 Foxburg, Business After Hours Mixer - 5-7PM
20 Annual Chamber Member Steak Fry - OC Boat Club 5PM
20 Board of Directors Meeting 8AM
27 Venango College Business After Hours Mixer - 5PM

Pepsi Bottling Company
Northwest Savings Bank
Hickman Lumber Company
Galaxy Federal Credit Union
Oil Region Alliance
Mcfate & Merkel Law Office
UPMC Northwest
Edward Jones Investments, Seneca

SEPTEMBER
16 Cranberry Festival/NWSB Spaghetti Dinner - Seneca
Fire Hall - 5PM
17 Board of Directors Meeting 8AM
19 Cranberry Festival - Morrison Park , Seneca

Executive Assistant
Intern, Kent State University

COMMUNITY CALENDAR OF EVENTS AVAILABLE AT
WWW.VENANGOCHAMBER.ORG/CALENDAR

The Venango Area Chamber of Commerce builds, serves and promotes regional business.
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STUDENT
Appreciation Luncheon
Volume 2| Issue 8| August 2015

August 6th at 12:00 PM
Barrow Civic Theatre (Little Theatre)
1223 Liberty St, Franklin
We’d like to show our appreciation to students who
have come back to our area for the summer to work!
Lunch and a brief program will be provided.
Find the registration form in this month’s
newsletter inserts.
“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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Rachel Stiller, an Oil City native, is an Inventory Accountant at OMG
America, Inc. Stiller is also a recent graduate of Clarion University with a
bachelor’s degree in Accounting and Economics. While at Clarion she
earned Dean’s List honors as well as graduated magna cum laude.
We asked what got her into accounting, and Rachel noted that she wanted a
career that would allow her to work in Oil City or the surrounding areas.
She also knew that the best thing for her would be a field that allows her to
be flexible and not tie her down to one specific industry. Rachel enjoys her
career because she is never done learning and always welcomes the diversity and new and
challenging aspects that come with the job.
When she is not at work, Rachel enjoys spending time with her family, photography,
volunteering for her parish, volunteering for the community, and the many various outdoor
activities available in the oil region such as kayaking, and running. Rachel also enjoys
traveling. Over the past year she has been fortunate enough to visit many different parts of
the country.
Role models are not just for children. We all have someone we look up to, and when asked
who she looks up to in her professional life, she named Darren Hardy. Hardy is the publisher
of Success Magazine. She looks to him for inspiration and motivation. Rachel recommends
that any professional should take a look at his work.

Chamber Looking
Members

for

Future

Board

Are you interested in representing your business as
a Venango Area Chamber board member? The
Chamber will be accepting applications for board
members for 2016 and would love for young
professionals to apply!
The Board of Directors have the responsibility of
governing the Chamber, directing its work, and
controlling its property. Qualifications for board
membership include:
Member in good standing
Demonstrated leadership qualities
Community Involvement
Commitment to the Mission of the Venango Area
Chamber of Commerce
 Willingness to accept the responsibility and
commitment of Board Membership





If interested, contact the Chamber at 676-8521 or
chamber@venangochamber.org
Venango Area Chamber of Commerce ● (814) 676-8521 ● www.venangochamber.org
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Kyle Lindey is currently a Safety Sales Consultant for Core Compliance
Group, Inc. Lindey is a Venango County native who calls Oil City his
hometown.
When he is not busy at work, Kyle can be found outdoors kayaking, fishing,
or waterfowl hunting. As we made it through the questions it became more
and more evident that Kyle is an avid outdoorsman. When asked what the
name of his signature Ben and Jerry’s flavor would be he answered: Duck
Desire. Although we are not quite sure what the flavor profile would be, we are sure it
would be interesting.
As a child, Kyle never had one career he imagined himself having. His answer might change
day to day if you asked him what he wanted to be when he grew up. Now that he is
growing up, he has a firm answer for his dream job. Kyle has his sights set on someday
being an entrepreneur.
To close things out we always like to ask each young professional what book, magazine,
blog, or other publication they are currently reading. Kyle’s current read is Water Dog:
Revolutionary Rapid Training Method. He is currently working on training his new hunting
dog and is making great use of the book.

New Addition to A Wireless Team
A Wireless, a Verizon Premium Retailer, has added
another young professional to its staff! Kayla
Sampson has joined their team at the Cranberry
Mall as their newest Sales Consultant.
Kay
worked for Bon-Ton as well as Kay
Jewelers.
According to April Rowland, store
leader, “Kay brings great retail experience and will
make your visit with us - SIMPLY AMAZING!!!!”

Thanks to all who joined us a the first FLEX
Summer Picnic! We hope you had an enjoyable
evening with good food and networking. We plan
to have this picnic again in future summers, so
please let us know if you have any suggestions or
ideas for next year!
“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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Thank you to all who helped at this year’s FLEX Ice Cream
Social, Ultimate Frisbee Tournament, and elsewhere
during Oil Heritage Festival!

Interested in volunteering with us? The Cranberry
Festival is coming up and we could use your help! The
festival is on September 19th from 10AM - 7PM.
Contact the Chamber of Commerce at 676-8521 or
chamber@venangochamber.org for details.

OUR MISSION
FLEX represents the needs and interests of Young Professionals by positioning ourselves
as leaders, entrepreneurs and advocates for the sustainability of the Venango Area
through civic engagement, leadership development and networking.

Where you’ll find FLEX this month:
FLEX Student Appreciation Lunch—August 6th

Chamber events - Check out the Chamber’s Calendar of Events at
www.venangochamber.org

VenangoFLEX
Text FLEX to 42828 to be added to our email list

email: flex@venangochamber.org

Venango Area Chamber of Commerce ● (814) 676-8521 ● www.venangochamber.org

