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“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”  
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See complete schedule inside! 
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Thank you to the hosts and attendees of the July Mixers!  
What enjoyable events!  

Farmers National 
Bank & Cranberry 

Pennzoil,  
June 11th  

Oakwood 
Heights, 

June 25th  

 
Venango Towing and Recovery 
Thomas Doyle 
4327 State Rt 257 
PO Box 1462 
Oil City, PA 16301 
Phone: 814-678-3911 
Email: venangotowing@verizon.net 
Published: Towing 

 
 
 
We provide fast, reliable 24 hour towing 
service to the Venango County area. We also 
provide wrecker, flatbed, and lock out 
service.   

 WELCOMES NEW MEMBERS 

http://www.linkedin.com/groups?home=&gid=1505497&trk=anet_ug_hm&goback=.nmp_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1.npv_24209418_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_spm*4pic_*1
http://www.linkedin.com/groups?home=&gid=1505497&trk=anet_ug_hm&goback=.nmp_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1.npv_24209418_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_spm*4pic_*1
https://twitter.com/venangochamber
https://twitter.com/venangochamber
http://www.youtube.com/user/VenangoChamber
https://twitter.com/venangochamber
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Venango-Area-Chamber-of-Commerce/105969715560
http://instagram.com/venangochamber?ref=badge
http://instagram.com/venangochamber?ref=badge
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/Venango-Area-Chamber-Commerce-1505497/about
https://www.youtube.com/user/VenangoChamber
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Mixer at Wanango Golf Club 
 

Wanango Golf Club will be hosting a mixer on July 9th from 5-7pm. To RSVP, call the 
Chamber at (814) 676-8521. 
 

Mixers offer great social networking opportunities in a variety of business atmospheres. 
Networking is a proven way to make key contacts and allow people to meet you, while 
building lasting relationships. 
 

If your business is interested in hosting a mixer, please contact the Chamber for details and 
available dates and times. 

Put your event on our calendar! 
Did you know our website has an online calendar that you can add your event to? Here’s how to do it: 

 

 Click submit! That’s it!  

Visit our website at  www.venangoareachamber.org, and 
 scroll down  to the calendar on the right of the page (picture 
at right) 

Click the link at the very bottom of the calendar that says 
“submit your event to the community calendar”  

A new page will come up asking  you to enter information. 
Enter the event title, category, sub-categories, date, time,  
details, location, cost, and contact information (picture at 
right) 

Step 1 

Step 2 

Step 3 

Step 4 

Not only can people view the calendar by visiting our site, 
but each Wednesday an email gets sent out to over 800 

community members with that week’s events.  What a great 
way to get the word out about your event and it’s very easy! 

Contact us at (814) 676-8521 or 
chamber@venangochamber.org with any questions!  

(example of email at left) 
 

Do you receive Chamber emails about upcoming events? If 
not, you can subscribe easily! There is a box right under the 
calendar on our website—just write in your email and press 

subscribe!  
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Chamber Legislative Advocacy 
 

Earlier this year, Governor Tom Wolf revealed his 2015-16 budget plan, which includes 
a number of proposals including an increased tax on the Pennsylvania’s natural gas 
industry unlike any other in the country; notably absent is any meaningful effort to 
effectively address the state’s $50 billion and growing pension crisis.  
 

The Venango and Franklin Area Chamber of Commerce Boards elected to join other 
chambers across the state in actively engaging in legislative advocacy related to budget 
negotiations and strengthen the collective voice of the Commonwealth’s Chamber 

community by signing on to two separate coalition letters – one that voices concern for the proposed 
severance tax on Marcellus shale drilling; the other that calls for comprehensive, long-term pension 
reform.  
 

It is more critical than ever that our elected officials hear from our organizations – the advocates who 
represent Pennsylvania’s business community.  

I'll See You on the Tee Box 
Kurtis Bell 
 

When we think of networking, often we limit the discussion to specific events. 
We get out to business mixers and that is the extent of many's networking. 
While this is great for building relationships with existing connections, 
sometimes we may be limited as the same people often attend these functions. 
 

Now how can we diversify our network to reach new people to help? This may 
require thinking outside of the standard networking event. There are 
countless opportunities to meet new people and foster new relationships. One 
that comes to mind for me is networking on the golf course. I grew up a golfer and still enjoy it to this day. 
The country club has proven to be a great environment to establish new relationships. If you're like me 
and enjoy golfing solo, clubs will usually pair you with another golfer. This is a fantastic opportunity to 
meet new people or to strengthen a bond with an acquaintance. 
 

Whether you're looking to golf or not, I encourage you to not see networking as a thing you do only at 
specific events, but as an integral part of your career. Your network is something that no one else can take 
from you regardless of career changes or other events that may shift your course. Take some time this 
summer to play a rouand of golf with some new people, join a social or service club, or just talk to some 
new faces in your daily business. You might be surprised at what a simple "hello" can do for you and your 
network. 

Oil City Town Square Events 
 

Oil City’s newest green space is nearing completion, and a dedication ceremony 
has been scheduled for noon on Friday, July 24th.  The brief ceremony will 
include recognition of major donors and project contributors, and brief remarks 
from community leaders.  The general public is invited to attend. 
 

There will also be another Music on the Square on July 17th from 7pm to 
8:30pm. This month’s band will be Constant Distraction. Bring  a chair or 
blanket and enjoy an evening in Town Square in downtown Oil City!  
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Venango County Businesses Awarded Grants 
 
God’s Little Garden, Klapec Auto Body, Inc., and the Witherup House all received Small Business 
Advantage Grants from the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP), as well as about 140 
businesses across the state. 
 

These grants are to be used for energy-efficiency or pollution-prevention projects. In an article by Explore 
Venango, a quote from Tom Wolf said: “Improving energy efficiency helps small businesses and helps 
improve quality of life for all residents. . . These grants will help small businesses, improve the 
environment and grow the economy.” 
 

Congratulations to Venango County businesses as well as some of our Chamber members for being 
awarded these grants!  

Improvements Planned for Local Bowling Alleys 
 

Plaza Sports Den, Inc. have summer maintenance and 
improvements scheduled at both Plaza Lanes of Meadville 
and Seneca Lanes in Seneca, PA. During the slower/off 
season in the bowling industry, Proprietors Dean and 
Stephanie Felmlee always continue to update the bowling 
facilities.  With the expectations of today’s customers 
changing and being more demanding than ever committing 
to improving the bowling facility is vital. Last summer the 
Public Restrooms at Seneca Lanes went under a huge 
renovation and this summer there is even a larger 
renovation planned.   

 

All American Bowling Equipment Company built Plaza Lanes after the 2001 fire and the company experts 
have arrived at Seneca Lanes to install Synthetic Wooden lanes.  The installation process will take 7-14 
days to complete.  This is a major job as the old wooden lanes are removed and the staging is set for the 
new lane beds. 
 

This will be a welcome improvement for league and competitive bowlers.  Synthetic lanes are easier to 
bowl on as there is much less friction between the surface of the lane and the bowling ball. This provides 
more consistency for the bowler.  
 

Seneca Lanes will continue to operate during the renovations and invite bowlers to stop in and take a look 
at the process.  We are excited about the upcoming bowling season that begins September 1st.  If you are 
interested in joining a league, schedule a fundraiser or a company outing or book a Birthday Party – call 
Seneca Lanes 814-676-4618, email sfelmlee@msn.com, like us on Facebook or check out 
www.senecalanes.com. 

mailto:sfelmlee@msn.com
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4th of July Activities 
 

We hope that everyone has a happy and safe 
4th of July Weekend! As always, there are 
many events going on in the area! Cranberry 
will have the 8th Annual Cranberry Fireworks 
Spectacular on July 2nd beginning at dusk, Oil 
City has the Jolly July 3rd Celebration on July 

3rd with children’s events from 5 to 7 and fireworks at 10 
p.m., and Franklin has a weeklong celebration starting on 
June 24th with concerts, a parade, and more, ending with 
fireworks on  July 4th at dusk.  

Emlenton Summer Festival 
 

July 10, 11, & 12. Model train and car/truck display show, 
arts & crafts vendors, trash or treasure sales, VFD food 
booth, jr. fishing derby, softball tournament, raft race, pony 
rides, frog jumping contest, ice cream/hot dog eating 
contests, parade, 5K walk/run, fireworks, car/truck/bike 
cruise and more. Visit www.emlentonpa.com for additional 

information.  
 

Blind Association Fundraiser 
 

The Venango County Association for the 
Blind is holding a fundraiser on July 29th 
called Vision Bowl, which is a statewide 
bowling event and will benefit both the 
Venango County Association for the Blind 
(VCAB) and the Pennsylvania Association 
for the Blind (PAB). The organization is not 

only looking for teams to register, but also team sponsors, 
table top sponsors, lane sponsors, gold and silver sponsors, 
and volunteers. If interested, please visit their event page at 
https://www.facebook.com/events/1439486863040941/ 
or call the office at (814) 676-1876.  

Boy Scout Dinner in the Park 
 

Boy Scout Troop 17 along with First Presbyterian Church 
will be having their annual Dinner in the Park during Oil 
Heritage. It will be at the Hasson Park Main Pavilion from 5 
to 7PM on Friday, July 24th. $10 for a full adult meal, $7 for 
half meal and children’s meal. Pick up available for take 
outs!  

http://www.mcfateandmerkel.com/
http://www.bertklapecinc.com/
mailto:info@barrsinsurance.com
http://www.oilcityhotel.com/
http://www.emlentonpa.com
https://www.facebook.com/events/1439486863040941/?ref=3&ref_newsfeed_story_type=regular&action_history=null&source=3&source_newsfeed_story_type=regular
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Pipeline Alley Concerts 
 

Pipeline Alley, between the National 
Transit Building and its Annex, is the 
site of 14 summer concerts sponsored 
by the Oil City Arts Council. In case of 
rain the concerts are held in The “Great 
Room” of the Transit 
Building. The concerts are 
free, but contributions will be 
accepted. 
 

Visit www.oilcity.org/
pipeline-alley-concerts for a 
full list of scheduled 
performers.  
 

Bring your lunch and enjoy the music. The concerts start 
at noon and last until 1 PM.  

Constituent Hours for Venango County 
 

U.S. Representative Glenn ‘GT’ Thompson 
(PA-05) announced that his district office 
staff will hold constituent hours in 
Venango County on Thursday, July 16, 
2015, from 11:30AM to 1:30PM at the 
Venango Area Chamber of Commerce.  

Thompson’s staffer, Joe Fadden, will be able to answer 
questions and assist area residents and business owners 
with a wide variety of federal issues including, but not 
limited to, economic and workforce development 
opportunities, Social Security, Medicare and Veterans’ 
benefits.  

Venango Catholic Golf Outing 
 

The 25th annual Venango Catholic High 
School Golf Open will be held on Saturday, 
July 11 at Hi-Level Golf Course in Kossuth 
with a 9:00 AM shotgun start.  The cost is 
$60 per golfer, and includes greens fees, 
golf cart, snacks, lunch and a steak dinner 
following golf.   Several skill prizes will be 
awarded, and other fun events will be held 
for golfers throughout the day.   

 

For more information or to register, please contact Mindy 
Hess at Hi-Level Golf Course at 814-797-1813.  Proceeds 
benefit VCHS.  

http://www.for-cu.com/
http://www.hagan1.com/
http://www.hiexpress.com/franklinpa
http://www.gillconsult.com/
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.onegolf.ga%2Fpics-for-golf-ball-png-2.html&ei=_UuRVabdH82fyATyzIL4Cw&bvm=bv.96783405,d.aWw&psig=AFQjCNHNej6rtXXb3AjkQa_u2Ym2ULCJ_g&ust=1435671924970210
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St. Stephen Church 

Agway 
Clarion County Community Bank  

First Presbyterian Church 
First United National Bank 

Franklin Oil Region Credit Union 
Friedhaber’s  

Giant Eagle Oil City 
Northwest Savings Bank 
Oil City Civic Center, Inc. 

Oil City Rotary Club  
Oil City VFW Post 464  

Reinsel Funeral Home & Crematory 
USA Choice Internet 

 

Samuel Justus  
Charitable Trust 

THURSDAY ON THE PLAZA THURSDAY ON THE PLAZA 

BRONZE LEVEL SPONSORS                      BRONZE LEVEL SPONSORS                        

 GOLD LEVEL SPONSORS                     GOLD LEVEL SPONSORS                        

 SILVER LEVEL SPONSOR                     SILVER LEVEL SPONSOR                        

Days Inn Conference Center Oil City 
 Electralloy 

Famoore’s Family Restaurant 
H & R Block 

PNC Bank of Oil City  
Villa Italia Restorante 

Henry &             Oil City VFW  
Post 464 

Polish National  

Alliance 

Lodge 905 

HERITAGE LEVEL SPONSORS                     HERITAGE LEVEL SPONSORS                         

CAR SHOW SPONSORSCAR SHOW SPONSORS  

McFate & Merkel Law Office 
Northpointe  

Oakwood Heights 
Oil City Automotive  

PATRON SPONSORSPATRON SPONSORS  

bloominGails 
Mayor Barb Crudo 

First National Bank of PA 
Donald & Wilma Johnson 

 

Kay’s Smorgasbord 
Lutz Radiator 

Robert M. Pilewski 
Ron & Alice Shoup  

July 23-26, 2015 
Downtown Oil City 

Don’t forget to get your  
Oil Heritage Festival  
Basket Raffle tickets  
at Festival Headquarters       
located on Seneca Street  
or in Justus Park during the 
evening concerts! 
 
1 ticket for $1  or 7 tickets for $5 
  (all proceeds benefit the festival)   
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Urban Seneca Insurance &  
Full Service Notary - Men’s 

UPMC Northwest - Ladies 

Williams Insurance & 
Travel  -  Mixed 

VV E N A N G OE N A N G O   AA R E AR E A   CC H A M B E RH A M B E R   O FO F   CC O M M E RC EO M M E RC E   

Allegheny Mountain Hardwood Flooring 
Caldwell Signage Solutions 
First United National Bank 
Oil City Moose Lodge #78 
Raymond James Financial 

Safelite Autoglass 

#17 Allegheny Toyota Scion 
#5, 8, 10, 13 & 17 Williams Insurance & Travel 

Advanced Disposal 
Caldwell Printing Services 

Clarion County Community Bank 
Community Ambulance Service 
Culligan Water Conditioning 

Electralloy 
Galaxy Federal Credit Union 

PA State Rep. R. Lee James 
Joe Taylor Ford, Inc. 

Manpower Group 
North Star Behavioral Health Services 

RPM Roser’s Premium Motor Cars 
Shaw Industries 

Short Street Motor Cars 
Thorne’s Neighborhood Market Southside 

Urban/Seneca Insurance Agency 
Welding Technologies, Inc. 

 

Congratulations to our winners! 

 

Sponsored by  
Dale Woodard Gent Law Firm 

Putting Green 

L-R; Greg Gurdak, Scott Moon,       
J.T. Colwell, Mason Williams 

L-R; Diana Monkern,              
Julia Lander,  Denise Boughner, 

Barbara Plummer 

L-R; Carol Williams,              
Doug Williams, Bonnie Smeal, 

Bruce Smeal 
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Drake Well Museum to Host Children’s 
Summer Day Camp  
 

On July 13 through July 17, Drake 
Well Museum and Park and the 
Friends of Drake Well, Inc. will host 
It’s All About Oil! Day Camp.  This 5-
day summer program is open to 
children entering 4th through 6th 
grades and will operate from 9:00 
a.m. to 3:00 p.m. daily. 
 

Space is limited for this exciting summer program and pre-
registration is required.  Program fees are $75.00 per child 
for Friends of Drake Well, Inc. members (excludes student 
memberships) and $100.00 per child for non-members.   
 

Registration includes all day camp activities and programs.  
Lunch and snacks will not be provided.  Children must 
bring their own snack, lunch and beverage. The deadline 
for registration is July 3.  Please call (814) 827-2797 to 
register. 

Charitable Deeds Spaghetti Dinner 

Charitable Deeds will be having an all you 
can eat spaghetti dinner on Saturday, July 
11, from 3:30PM to 7PM. It will be at 
Wolfs Den on Timberwolf Run in Knox. 
Prices are $8 for adults,  $5 for children 

10 and under, and free for children 2 and under. 100% of 
proceeds go to the poor and needy in the community for 
help with utilities.  

This Month’s Tip from Allegheny Notary 
Service: Anti- Texting Law Facts 

The law prohibits as a primary offense any driver from 
using an Interactive Wireless Communication Device to 
send, read or write a text-based communication while his 
or her vehicle is in motion. 
 

This law institutes a $50 fine for convictions under this 
section. Makes clear that this law supersedes and preempts 
any local ordinances restricting the use of interactive 
wireless devices by drivers.  
 

The violation carries no points as a penalty and will not be 
recorded on the driver record for 
non-commercial drivers. It will be 
recorded on commercial drivers’ 
records as a non-sanction violation.  

http://www.fscas.org/
http://www.northwestsavingsbank.com/
http://www.choicehotels.com/
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CDC to Offer Free Summer Lunch 
Program at Several Area Locations  

 

For the seventh straight summer, 
Child Development Centers (CDC) 
will offer a free lunch program for 
children and teenagers at several 
local churches, schools and other 
sites. 

 

Funding from the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s 
Summer Food Service Program (SFSP), CDC and Grove 
City College will cover the costs of the lunch program, 
which is being named Lunch Time this year and is 
expanding to include several more locations in local 
communities. 
 

Lunch Time is intended to make a nutritious midday meal 
available to students when school is not in session, to help 
families whose children lose their school-based free and 
reduced-price breakfast and lunch benefits during 
summer, and to extend nutrition to children who aren’t 
yet old enough to attend school, says CDC executive 
director Rina Irwin. 
 

For more information, contact Lunch Time director Haley 
Nerlich at CDC at 437-7288, by text at 657-7528, or online 
at www.myfreelunchtime.com, www.cdcenters.org, or 
www.facebook.com/lunchtime. 
 

In addition to CDC’s Lunch Time program, Youth 
Alternatives is offering free lunches this summer at its 
Graff Street location in Oil City and at First Presbyterian 
Church in Franklin. Families can learn more by calling 
Youth Alternatives at 676-5785. 
 

Also, congratulations to Child Development Centers for 
earning a $1.3 million grant from the Pennsylvania 
Departments of Education and Public Welfare. This will 
allow the non-profit organization to open five Early Head 
Start classrooms for 40 infants and toddlers in its centers.  
The organization also received a $100,000 reward from 
the Samuel and Edith Justus Charitable Trust recently.  
 

Shrek the Musical to Run at Barrow  
 

The dates of the musical are July 10, 
11, 17, 18 at 7:30pm and July 19 at 
2pm. Prices are $18 for adults, $16 for 
seniors, and $12 for students/children. 
Visit www.barrowtheatre.com for 
tickets and additional information.  

http://www.cranberrymall.com/
http://www.venangocountydailynews.com/
http://www.somecleanthoughts.blogspot.com/
http://gibbons-business-solutions.com/
http://www.myfreelunchtime.com
http://www.cdcenters.org
http://www.facebook.com/lunchtime
http://www.barrowtheatre.com
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Northwest Hospital Foundation Outlines 
Direction, Introduces New Director 
 
The first several months of 
2015 have been eventful for 
Venango County’s local 
hospital foundation, most 
notably with a new identity.  
The Northwest Hospital 
Foundation name was 
adopted in January, and the 
changes have kept coming 
ever since.   
 

Denise Jones, longtime Venango County chief clerk/county 
administrator assumed leadership in January, and along 
with working on developing a new identity for the local, non-
profit organization that exclusively supports UPMC 
Northwest, the board began a search for a new executive 
director to replace retiring executive Roger McCauley. The 
board made a decision and would like to introduce Theresa 
Edder as the new executive director. 
 

Theresa comes with many years of experience in local 
fundraising and mission development, and her local ties will 
benefit the foundation as they move forward to advance 
local healthcare at UPMC Northwest. Theresa said, “UPMC 
Northwest’s reputation and long history in Venango County 
is well known and I am honored to lead the organization that 
supports the hospital, and my major goal is to grow the 
foundation and its reach within the community.”  

67 Women, 67 Counties: Facing Breast 
Cancer in Pennsylvania 
 
The PA Breast Cancer Coalition is looking for 
breast cancer survivors to feature in our 
updated photo exhibit, 67 Women, 67 
Counties: Facing Breast Cancer in 
Pennsylvania. If you have a great photo and 
quote to share, submit them to us online at 
pbcc.me/shareyourstory to be considered for 
the new display. If you have any questions, 
please email  Stacy Jones at 
stacy@pabreastcancer.org 
 
For more information about this event, please contact Stacy 
Jones with the PA Breast Cancer Coalition at 
stacy@pabreastcancer.org 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Venango-VNA-Foundation/930581996957949
http://www.edwardjones.com/
http://www.nextsteptherapy.net/
http://www.chamberchoice.com/
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Flag Collection 
 

Did you get a new flag 
for Flag Day last 
month? We’ll take your 
old one! We have a flag drop off bin 
here at the Venango Area Chamber 
on Main Street in Oil City.  

VNA Camp for Children and Teens 
 

Coping with losing a loved one can be difficult at any age. 
Many children and youth struggle with fear, questions and 
loneliness after the loss of their beloved family member or 
friend. That’s why the Venango VNA Foundation has 
partnered with certified bereavement counselors from the 
Visiting Nurses Association of Venango County and other 
local volunteers to establish therapeutic bereavement 
camps for children and youth in Venango County. 
 

The 2nd annual Horses for Healing is planned for July 29th at 
VARHA (Venango Area Riding for the Handicapped 
Association) in Polk, PA. 
 

This day camp will be filled with expressing feelings 
through arts and crafts and small group discussions.  Along 
with hands-on activities, campers will learn how to groom, 
saddle and ride a horse. With help from the VARHA staff, 
campers will be able to perform several riding exercises 
while gaining a therapeutic riding experience. 
 

Call VNA office at 432-6555 to sign up or for more 
information. 

HOTAfest 2015 in Titusville 

The Titusville Council on the Arts is holding the Heart of 
the Arts Folk Music and Art Festival at the University of 
Pittsburgh Titusville from July 10 to July 12. This three-
day event is for musicians and visual artists and features 
hands-on workshops that celebrate Bluegrass, Irish Celtic, 
Gospel, Scottish, Civil War, Folk and Mountain Genres, 
including visual arts and crafts.  For more information and 
to register, visit www.HOTAfest.com.  

Addition to the Hagan Service Team 

Myles Decker has joined Hagan Business 
Machines as a Field Service Technician. Mr. 
Decker has received extensive training in 
accordance with the best practices 
developed by the PROs Elite Group; co-
authors of the office product industry's 
benchmarking model. In addition, he also 

holds various IT certificates. Myles retired after 20 years of 
service in the U.S Navy. He is an avid motorcycle enthusiast 
and enjoys outdoor activities. Raised in East Hickory, PA 
and Mr. Decker and his wife, Vivian, currently reside in 
Franklin. 

http://www.sandykhovis.com/
http://www.fun-bank.com/
http://www.brightideas-lc.com/
http://www.gatesandburnsrealestate.com/
http://www.HOTAfest.com
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Spotlight on Venango County Coon and Fox Hunters Assoc, Inc 
 

More than just a “hunting club,” the Venango County Coon and Fox Club is a 
family oriented organization open to the public that hosts many events 
throughout the year. The club was founded in 1945 by a group of men who 
wanted somewhere to hold coon dog field trials, then grew shortly after, 
adding a Women’s auxiliary. The current clubhouse was built in the early 
1970s and a wide variety of activities were held during the 70s and 80s, 
including mountaineer weekends (with competitions such as knife 
throwing, target shooting, and log rolling), square dances, auctions, holiday 
parties, breakfasts, and dinners. 
 

Although interest in these activities decreased and the Coon and Fox Club 
stopped holding them, today they have added many new events. The club hosts Big Uncle Day—a fishing 
day for handicapped people of Venango County with participation coordinated with Easter Seals. They 
have a Hunter Safety Education class once a year, run by the PA Game Commission. The Coon & Fox Club 
also holds two Blue Grass festivals a year, one in July and one in September. During these festivals, music 
is played on an outdoor stage Friday evenings and Saturday afternoons and evenings, as well as a gospel 
session on Sunday mornings. The July festival will be July 17th and 18th and is free and open to the public. 
Throughout weekends and events, food is available. 
 

In addition to special events like these, there are options 
available for other activities at the club. The PA Fish 
Commission stocks the creek running through the grounds 
with trout each year and fishing is open to the public. Trap 
shoots, also open to the public, are offered every Tuesday 
evening from April to the end of October, along with meal 
shoots every Wednesday evening from the end of September 
to right before Thanksgiving. The Coon and Fox Club is not a 
“hunting club,” but more of a family oriented organization. 
Few of their activities actually involve the use of guns, and 
those that do are regulated, as they take safety extremely 
seriously.   

 

Besides events, concerts, and different activities, the club has donated its facility to various charitable 
organizations, including the Association of the Blind, the American Cancer Society, and Easter Seals. 
According to Chris, club treasurer and life member, “we like to give back to the community by donating to 
worthy causes and organizations as we are able to do so.” The clubhouse and grounds are also available to 
rent for family reunions, wedding receptions, or other occasions.  
 

Membership of the Coon and Fox Club is available for $25 a year and open to men and women 18 years 
and older. Meetings are held the second Monday of each month at 7:30PM and anyone may attend a 
meeting to meet regular members. The organization is always 
looking for new members and is open to new ideas, especially 
those suitable for families.  
 

The Coon and Fox Club is constantly striving to improve its 
facility so that all who attend events or activities have the best 
possible experience. It is located at 126 Martin Hill Road in 
Franklin. For more information about events or membership, 
you can contact Chris Shaw at (814) 437-2696. Please join us in 
welcoming the Venango County Coon and Fox Hunters Assoc, 
Inc, as a member of the Venango Area Chamber of Commerce!  
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“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”  

Wednesday, August 12  
Registration: 4 p.m. | Program begins at 4:30 p.m.  

UPMC Northwest Pavilion | 100 Fairfield Dr. | Seneca, PA 16346 
 

UPMC Northwest and the Northwest Hospital Foundation would like to invite all cancer survivors — and 
their families and friends — to a picnic celebrating life. Join us for food, entertainment, and our 15th 
annual commemorative ceremony. RSVP for this picnic by calling the UPMC Northwest Community 
Relations Department at 814-677-1463. The Deadline to register for this event is August 7.  

Wendell August commemorative ornaments will be for sale for $7 in memory or honor of a loved one who 
is fighting or has fought a battle with cancer. Deadline to order is July 17. Order forms are available at 
UPMC Northwest Cancer Center or by calling 814-677-1463.  

Local Chambers Discuss Key Business Issues at 2015 Chamber Day 
Venango Chamber Director Attends 

 
HARRISBURG – As lawmakers continue to negotiate the details of the 
2015-16 state budget, local chamber representatives from across the 
Commonwealth, including Susan Williams, went to Harrisburg on June 9th 
to discuss issues of importance to Pennsylvania’s business community 
with key policymakers.  More than 100 people attended the annual event, 
which was hosted by the PA Chamber of Business and Industry and the PA 
Association of Chamber Professionals. 
 
Williams commented “It is important for chambers to work together as the 

unified voice of business and this day spent in Harrisburg provided us with the opportunity to hear the 
perspectives of the business communities represented by local chambers from across the state. 
 
The day-long event featured welcoming remarks from Senate Majority Leader Jake Corman, R-Centre, and 
Speaker of the House Mike Turzai, R-Allegheny.  Auditor General Eugene DePasquale served as the event’s 
keynote speaker at a luncheon at the PA Chamber building.  Attendees also participated in policy 
discussions with representatives from the PA Department of Labor & Industry and legislative leaders.   
 
Discussion topics ranged from how the public and private sector can work together toward strengthening 
workforce development programs; to proposals being debated in this year’s budget negotiations that 
would change Pennsylvania’s tax structure; to the Commonwealth’s ongoing financial challenges and its 
overall economic outlook.  Speakers also offered their perspectives on what the political landscape is 
looking like as the June 30 budget deadline draws closer.  
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 

The Venango Area Chamber of Commerce builds, serves and promotes regional business. 

PRSRT STD 
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 
PERMIT # 280 

41 MAIN STREET P.O. BOX 376 OIL CITY, PA 16301  

Address Service Requested 

 

COMMUNITY CALENDAR OF EVENTS AVAILABLE AT 
WWW.VENANGOCHAMBER.ORG/CALENDAR 

PRESIDENT        
V.P.  
SECRETARY 
TREASURER  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
STAFF   
 
 
 

David Snedden 
Dr. Kate Eckert 
Frank Hajduk 
Matt Caldwell 
Rebecca Beach 
Emily Fetcko 
Elizabeth Griebel 
Shari Hamilton 
Butch Hargenrader 
Beth Harman 
Jake Hickman 
Wendy Lineman 
Deb Lutz 
Greg Merkel 
Joyce Morgan 
Lori Sibble 
 
Susan Williams 
Dottie Tawney 
Ashley Cowles 
 

 

Hagan Business Machines 

Eckert Chiropractic 

SCORE 

Caldwell Printing Services 

Clarion County Community Bank 

Moxie Media 

Urban Insurance Agency 

Friends of Drake Well Museum 

Pepsi Bottling Company 

Northwest Savings Bank 

Hickman Lumber Company 

Galaxy Federal Credit Union 

Oil Region Alliance  

Mcfate & Merkel Law Office 

UPMC Northwest 

Edward Jones Investments, Seneca 

 

Executive Director 

Executive Assistant 

Intern, Kent State University 

UPCOMING CHAMBER EVENTS 

JULY 
 3 Chamber Office Closed 
 9 Wanango Golf Club, Business After Hours Mixer,  5-7PM 
 16 Board of Directors Meeting 
   23-26 Oil Heritage Festival 
 
AUGUST 
 12 Foxburg, Business After Hours Mixer - 5-7PM 
 20 Annual Chamber Member Steak Fry - OC Boat Club 5PM 
 20 Board of Directors Meeting 
 

July 23-26 

http://www.4yourcarconnection.com/
http://www.verifyservices.net/
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“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”  

Contact the Venango Area Chamber of Commerce at (814) 676-8521 

 or chamber@venangochamber.org for questions and to RSVP 

(If you’d like to bring a side dish or dessert, please let us know!)  

V
o

lu
m

e
 2

| 
Is

su
e

 5
| 

 J
u

ly
 2

0
1

5
 

PICNIC 
SUMMER 

July 14th at 5:30PM 
Oil City Boat Club, Rockmere 

Come have a relaxing evening and 
meet other young professionals 

and interns in the area! 
 

We will have picnic food, drinks,  
games and networking 
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Brian Mong is a Financial Advisor with Edward Jones in Franklin, PA. When choosing his 
career he truly wanted to take a path that would allow him to help people. He was also 
drawn to the financial industry. His current position with Edward Jones allows him to 
fulfill both of those desires. 
 
Three years ago, Brian was awarded an internship with Edward Jones in Franklin. Mong 
says "It got me into the industry and showed how my firm really helps our clients reach 
their long term financial goals." After completing his internship with Edward Jones, 
Brian went on to graduate from Penn State Behrend with a degree in accounting and a 
minor in finance. Shortly after graduation, Brian enrolled in a financial advisor training 

program in St. Louis. Over the next 8 months, Mong trained to become the financial advisor he is today. 
 
Looking to the future, Mong would like to give back to the community that raised him. He aspires to build a 
successful business in his hometown that will help him serve as many individuals and families reach their 
financial goals. 
 
As a child Brian wanted to be a police officer as he has such respect for those who protect our daily living 
every day. Now as an adult, he says "when I grow up I want to continue to be a professional. What I mean by 
that is that I want people to feel comfortable coming to me with any questions that I can possibly help with." 
 
When asked who has inspired him most in either his personal or professional life, Brian answered by saying 
his mother is his greatest inspiration. His mother has worked multiple jobs  late into the night and never 
once complained. He applauds her work ethic saying it "is something I strive to have." 

Thanks to the FLEX members who 
participated in the 2015 Venango Area 

Chamber Golf Outing!  
 

(Left to right: Rebecca Beach, Greg 
Merkel, Trenton Moulin, & Willis 

Thomas) 

http://www.bridgebuilderscommunityfoundations.com/
http://www.awireless.net/
http://www.somecleanthoughts.blogspot.com/
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“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”  

Thank you to all who attended our past two FLEX 
lunches! Are you not on the FLEX email list? Message us 
at Facebook.com/VenangoFlex, email us at 
chamber@venangochamber.org, or give us a call at (814) 
676-8521. We’d love to see you at our next event! 

Zachary Covington is a name that may be familiar to some, as he was raised in 
Sugarcreek and is a graduate of the Valley Grove School District. Zachary has recently 
left the music education field to pursue his dream job as the General Manager of the 
Barrow-Civic Theatre in Franklin. Although Zachary is a Venango County native, he 
now calls Clarion home. 
 

Covington has been involved in the theatre since 1997 as both a performer and 
director. When asked about accepting the position, he said “I have always had a 
passion for theatre and the arts, and this theatre has always felt like a way to 
embrace those passions and keep a connection to my hometown.” 

 

As a music educator, Covington is highly accomplished. He has just concluded a term as Pennsylvania 
Music Educator Association’s (PMEA) District 3 President, and has also been a guest conductor at 
numerous choral festivals throughout the PMEA. Zachary is also the founder and artistic director of the 
Clarion County Festival Choir. The choir is well traveled, having completed two international performance 
tours as well as having plans to tour Europe in 2016. 
 

Looking to the future, Zachary is excited to earn his master’s degree in choral conducting. He also has 
plans to expand the Barrow’s outreach programs and the performance events offered at the Barrow-Civic 
Theatre. 

A Wireless Employee Spotlight 
 

Jamie McBride has been with A Wireless 
for 7 months.  She has a personality that 
everyone falls in love with, makes you 
feel right at home and will get you 
everything you need to fully protect 
your device!   She knows her way 
around Samsung devices and is our in-
store professional on anything Samsung! 
 

Outside of work, Jamie spends her time 
with her boyfriend and their families.   She enjoys visiting 
Pittsburgh monthly as well.  She loves watching and 
collecting movies!  

http://www.urban-ins.com/
http://www.chirodrkate.com/
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OUR MISSION 
FLEX represents the needs and interests of Young Professionals by positioning ourselves  

as leaders, entrepreneurs and advocates for the sustainability of the Venango Area  
through civic engagement, leadership development and networking.  

Where you’ll find FLEX this month: 
 

FLEX First Friday Lunch  - No lunch this month! 
 
FLEX Summer Picnic - July 14th, 5:30PM, Oil City Boat Club  
 
Chamber events  -  Check out the Chamber’s Calendar of Events at 
   www.venangochamber.org 

VenangoFLEX 

Text FLEX to 42828 to be added to our email list                   email: flex@venangochamber.org 

Volunteer with the Chamber! 

Looking for a way to volunteer and help out your community? The 
Oil Heritage Festival is this month, and we’d love to have young 
professionals volunteer with us. Some opportunities include the 
FLEX Ice Cream Social, Children’s Parade, Basket Raffle, or helping 
down in the park during concerts.  
 
We’d love for you to take part in the festival! If interested, send us 
an email at chamber@venangochamber.org or give us a call at 
(814) 676-8521 

http://www.facebook.com/VenangoFLEX
http://www.venangochamber.org
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