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VENANGO CHAMBER
GOLF SCRAMBLE
WANANGO GOLF CLUB

T h u r s d a y, J u n e 1 8 , 2 0 1 5
11AM Shotgun Start
Visit all of our member golf courses
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WELCOMES NEW MEMBERS
UniFirst

Jeffrey Wilson
18999 Park Avenue Plaza
Meadville, PA 16335
Phone: 814-337-2272
Web: www.unifirst.com
Published: Uniforms

With a full service uniform and facility
services rental program, we handle all the
program administration for your employee
uniforms, including pick-up/deliveries,
laundering and maintenance.

Edible Arrangements

We know fruit, and that's a fact. Whether
it's a birthday or simply a Tuesday, we have
the fresh fruit gifts that everyone loves, for
every occasion. You can even order sameday for delivery or pickup, 7 days a week!

Deborah Ronchi
1259 Liberty Street
Franklin, PA 16323
Phone: 814-437-1401

2015 Derrick Community Addition
Did you see our special edition in the Derrick newspaper on Friday, May 29th? The
publication focused on our mission, values, vision, and objectives as your chamber of
commerce. If you missed it, you can view it on the Derrick website at www.thederrick.com

Mixer at Wanango Golf Club
Wanango Golf Club will be hosting a mixer on July 9th from 5-7pm. To RSVP, call the
Chamber at (814) 676-8521.
Mixers offer great social networking opportunities in a variety of business atmospheres.
Networking is a proven way to make key contacts and allow people to meet you, while
building lasting relationships.
If your business is interested in hosting a mixer, please contact the Chamber for details and
available dates and times.

@VenangoChamber
Venango Area
Chamber of Commerce

venangochamber

VenangoChamber
Venango Area Chamber
of Commerce Group
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The Oil Region Alliance has joined and is now a partner in the
Industrial Heartland Trails Coalition (IHTC). This group of 20+
bodies in the five-state area of Maryland, New York, Ohio,
Pennsylvania and West Virginia is a mix of trail building
organizations and others working in support of trail
development. The emerging Erie to Pittsburgh Trail and PA
Wilds Connector corridors are key to this regional vision.
“The economic impact of trails has been proven with multiple studies both here and many other interstate
trail systems. All of the communities in the Oil Region along and around the trail system are working hard
for Trail Town status, connecting the trails to the towns for our trail users and visitors,” according to John
R. Phillips II, President and CEO of the Oil Region Alliance.
According to the 2013 Trail User Survey and Economic Impact Analysis conducted by the Rails to Trails
Conservancy, the central leg of the developing Erie to Pittsburgh Trail in Northwest Pennsylvania
represents just over 62 miles of trail from Titusville through Oil City, Franklin, Emlenton, Foxburg to
Parker; the region attracts 158,507 annual trail users with over a $7 million annual direct economic
impact to the region, this includes soft goods (meals, lodging, bike rentals, etc.) and hard goods (bikes,
racks, helmets, etc.).
The Alliance supports the Get on the Trails Business Plan Contest, the Erie to Pittsburgh Trail Alliance, the
Council on Greenways & Trails, Oil City Main Street, and the Trail Town Program®.
The IHTC’s goal is to complete and connect a system of 1,600 miles of shared use trails, so local and
visiting trail users can walk and bike from trail to trail, city to city, and town to town. The Oil Region
Alliance will work collaboratively to support the vision of a shared-use trail system between communities
along the Erie to Pittsburgh Trail corridor and the PA Wilds Connector, closing the gaps, and helping
create the longest connected system of multi-use trails in the country.

Color Us United Color Run
United Way of Venango County and the Franklin Area Chamber of
Commerce are bringing the First Annual Color Us United Race to Venango
County, which celebrates healthy living and the power of giving, advocating
and volunteering.
Date of the Event is September 13th, 2015 at 1:00 PM.
Get ready Venango County for the most colorful fun-filled day of your life. You’ll have more color on you
than your happy levels can handle! So get your friends, co-workers, and family out for this amazing
COLOR event where you’ll get blasted with color at four color stations. Spots are filling up fast so, signup today!
How to Register:
There are two ways to register for the race. You can print off the form (linked below) and mail it in with
your payment, or you can complete the form online and pay via PayPal.
Register online or download a registration form at http://unitedwayofvenangocounty.org/events/colorus-united/
“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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bloominGail’s Celebrates 15 years!
bloominGail’s, a Chamber member since opening in 2000, is celebrating 15 years
this month! The owner, Gail Beck, has been in the floral business since 1985 and
decided to start her own company out of her home in order to take care of her son
and be a business woman as well.
Gail specializes in many types of arrangements. She started making silk
arrangements and gift baskets, then within the year added fresh flowers. Gail
has been doing weddings since the very beginning—they are her passion and
favorite event—and bloominGail’s is a member of soon2bmrs, an elite group of
vendors and bridal guide for future brides. Her fresh and silk arrangements
are made for weddings, but also everyday occasions and funerals. She creates
planters regularly as well as blooming plants for holidays. On top of that, Gail
also creates fruit, cheese, cracker and goodie baskets, and carries angels,
throws, and wind chimes for special funeral arrangements.
Just like any business, Gail has faced some
challenges. Working mostly by herself from her home on a dead end
street can make business difficult, but she got her name out there by
setting up a booth at our Oil Heritage Festival Arts and Crafts Show as
well as the YWCA Sweets Treats. She also made sure to join the chamber
of commerce right away and served on our board for six years, and we’re
so glad she did! Although she had to work hard to move past different
obstacles, Gail told us, “I wouldn’t change a thing because I have the best
of both worlds.”
As one can imagine, bloominGail’s gets
extremely busy at times, especially the month of May because of Mother’s Day
and prom season, and of course weddings from May through December. She
may get busy, but that doesn’t stop her from taking a yearly vacation to Florida
with her husband, Chuck, or from going on mission trips each January.
Gail works mostly by herself, but family has been supportive of her since the
very beginning. Her husband often delivers for her, especially during busy
holidays, and her mother waited on kids picking up corsages and boutonnieres
for Homecoming and Prom. She credits her success
with the love and support of her family and
especially her loyal customers who have been with
her the past 15 years! Gail said, “I thank God every day for being able to do what
I love and I am able to stay at home and be a wife and a mother as well.”
You can find bloominGail’s at 1122 West 2nd Street in Oil City, where it is open
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday from 9 to 5 and Saturdays from 9 to 2.
Also, make sure to visit the business Facebook page at www.facebook.com/
bloominGails to check out the specials for the month of June in celebration of
her anniversary! Please join us in congratulating bloominGail’s for its 15 years
of business!
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OC&T Railroad Events
Opening Day: The train leaves the station for the start of the regular season on
June 6th at 1:00 p.m. The train operates every Saturday and Sunday in the month
of June, leaving Perry Street Station promptly at 1 p.m.

WWII

Ceremony:

On Friday, June 12, 2015, at 6 p.m., a WWII Veteran
Ceremony will be held at Perry Street Station, (to be held inside the station in case of
bad weather). Reserved seating is available for WWII veterans by calling 814-6761733. All others bring your own seating. The ceremony will honor all our veterans,
with special recognition given to those who served during WWII. This event is free
and open to the public. Titusville's Mayor Esther Smith will proclaim the weekend of June 12-14, 2015, as
"Remembering WWII Weekend" to recognize our veterans and the sacrifices made by those on the home front
in the war effort. Refreshments provided by the Oil Creek & Titusville Railroad and the Titusville Historical
Society.

Special Discount for Veterans: On Saturday, June 13, 2015, veterans and current servicemen can ride
on the OC&T for $10, with the purchase of a full-price ticket (a discount of $9.00 off adult ticket). Good for
coach seating only, military ID required.

One Day Museum: June 14, 11 a.m. to 3p.m. Come visit the many booths that feature large displays
of local memorabilia at Perry Street Station. This no-charge event is sponsored by the Titusville
Historical Society. Phone 814-827-0928 for further information.

Model Train Show: On June 20th & 21st, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Looking for the perfect train cars and
accessories for your layout? Just recently discovered model railroading? It's a great time to ask the
experts. No charge admission with a purchase of a train ticket. Otherwise, admission is $3.00 for adults
and $2.00 for kids (ages 3-12). Interested in being a vendor? Call Bob Frederick at 724-775-1886 or 724
-407-0421.

Father's Day: Father's Day is on June 21st. Bring Dad to ride on OC&T for $10.00, (a discount of
$9.00 off adult ticket), with the purchase of a full-price ticket. Good for coach seating only.

UPMC Northwest to Host Health Fair for Men
A first-time event for men only will be held at UPMC Northwest on
Wednesday, June 17, from 4:30 – 7:30 PM in the courtyard conference
room.
The Especially for Men Health Fair will feature guest speakers and
free men’s health screenings.
Dr. Donald Campbell, DO, an
orthopaedic surgeon, will answer sports medicine questions. Megan Carter, PT, DPT, of the UPMC Centers
for Rehab Services will demonstrate the physical screening tool for golfers developed by the Titleist
Performance Institute. She’ll discuss how to bridge the gap between physical impairments and limitations
in your golf swing. Physical Therapist Cyndi Comiske will discuss proper lifting techniques and how to
avoid back injuries.
Free health screenings include: PSA blood screen and A1C, stroke screening, body composition and
prostrate screening. Reservations are required for the prostrate screening and can be made by calling
814-677-1463 or 1-800-422-8888.
“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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Drake Well Museum and Park to
Celebrate Pithole 150 with Look-Alike
Contest
On June 6, Drake Well Museum and Park and the Friends of
Drake Well, Inc. will host the Pithole 150 Look-Alike
Contest as part of their annual Wildcatter Day at Pithole
event. The contest is one of many programs scheduled to
commemorate the 150th anniversary of Pennsylvania’s
legendary oil boomtown. The opening event of the Pithole
150 celebration, Wildcatter Day at Pithole will take place
from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. at the Pithole Historic Site
located at 14118 Pithole Road just off Route 227 near
Plumer, PA. Admission is $5.00 for adults (18+ years),
$3.00 for children (5-17 years) and free for children 4 years
and younger.
The Pithole 150 Look-Alike Contest is free and open to men
and women of all ages. Contestants should resemble
Reverend Darius Steadman, Mrs. Steadman, Ben Hogan or
Pauline Rudolph. Photos and brief biographies of each of
these historic Pithole figures are available on the Drake
Well Museum Facebook page in the Look-Alike photo
album.
Judging will take place at 1:30 p.m. with the announcement
of winners to follow at 2:45 p.m. Contestants will be
judged on their resemblance to and knowledge of the
historical figure they are portraying as well as on their
authenticity of character. Authentic period clothing is not
required. The top look-alike for each Pithole persona will
receive a framed certificate deeming him or her that
historical character for one year and a prize package
including a gift certificate, a free family pass to the Pithole
150 Vintage Baseball Game, and Pithole souvenirs.
Winners will also be highlighted on Drake Well Museum’s
Facebook page.
To register for the contest, contact Sarah Goodman, Drake
Well
Museum
Educator,
at
814-827-2797
or
sargoodman@pa.gov.
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Raffle Donations
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We’re looking for donations for our Oil
Heritage Festival Basket Raffle. Contact
us at (814) 676-8521 if you have an item
or complete basket you’d like to donate!

YMCA Camp Coffman Summer Day
Camp
Offered through the Clarion
County & Oil City YMCAs for
children ages 6-12
At Summer Day Camp your child
will make friends, ride horses,
explore nature and create lifelong
memories all under the guidance
of awesome Camp Counselors who will care about them
and believe in their potential.




Summer Day Camp is held weekly throughout the
summer 8 am to 4 pm
Extended care is available beginning at 6 am and
ending at 6 pm and is included in the Day Camp
Weekly Fee
Bus transportation is provided

For more information visit www.campcoffman.com or
call the Day Camp Director at 814-670-0594.

Friends of Oil Creek Summer Biathlon
Over 40 registrations have already been received for the
10th Anniversary of the Friends of Oil Creek Summer
Biathlon! Remember, only the first 60 are guaranteed
race shirts and this year they are going to be micro
fiber. Field size is limited to 80 registrants so what we
are saying is send in your entry today!
The biathlon is on August 8th and is a major fund raiser
for the Friends group. All proceeds come directly into
the park for projects and programs. Support your park
today! They are also looking for volunteers and
sponsors to help with
the event as well.
Check out info and
photos from past years
on their website at
www.friendsocsp.org
“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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Thank you to all who attended our Business of the Year Mixer!
Congratulations again to Seneca/Urban Insurance Agency, Bridge Builders
Community Foundations, and all of the Visionary Award recipients!

Business of the
Year 2015

Partner in
Business 2015

Thanks to Identity
Studio & Design for
the photos!
Venango Area Chamber of Commerce ● (814) 676-8521 ● www.venangochamber.org
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First event scheduled for June 5 with Back Porch Gold
The Oil City Main Street Program’s Promotions Committee has developed a new
event series aimed at bringing people downtown on Friday evenings. “Music on
the Square” will be held on three different Friday evenings during the summer
months, and will feature live music in the Town Square, shopping and dining.
Retail stores are encouraged to stay open until 7 pm or later on event days, and
restaurants will be offering dinner specials, with participating stores and
restaurants displaying red balloons that evening at their entrance.
The first “Music on the Square” will be held on Friday, June 5th with a
performance by Back Porch GOLD at 7 pm. The trio, consisting of Jim Ahrens
and Gary & Joyce Dittman, has performed together in Pipeline Alley, during the
Oil Heritage Festival and Paint the County Purple Day, as well as individually in
many other venues in the Oil City area over the years. Back Porch GOLD features the tunes of Simon and
Garfunkle, the Eagles, James Taylor, Harry Chapin, and similar artists.
“We are excited about ‘Music on the Square,’ and we’ve received very positive feedback from downtown
merchants already,” stated Kathy Bailey, Main Street Manager. “We’re looking forward to the combination
of live music, shopping and dining, and hope that lots of people come out
to enjoy strolling through downtown on the event dates. We have started
with a short schedule of only three events this year, but if it is successful
we hope to expand the event next year.”
Additional “Music on the Square” events will be held on Friday July 17
featuring Constant Distraction, and Friday August 7 featuring the Bill
Huber, Jr. Trio. All performances will be held from 7 – 8:30 pm.
The performances are free and open to the public. Attendees may bring a lawn chair or blanket to sit on
in the Town Square. Performances will be held on a stage on Sycamore Street, which will be closed to
vehicles during the events. For more information, contact the Oil City Main Street Office at (814) 6773152 ext. 101.

Paint Venango County Purple
May was proclaimed by the Venango County Commissioners as “Paint Venango
County Purple” month in honor and recognition of the efforts of Relay For Life. A Paint
the County Purple Kick-off was held April 25 and 26 at the Cranberry Mall. The event
offered a great opportunity for the community to come together to help make a
difference for those battling Cancer, here in Venango County. This year, Relay For Life
was held May 30-31 and had a Disney theme; Dream it, Hope it, Cure it!
It is only with the help of volunteers and business sponsors that the Relay for life is successful. This year
businesses were challenged to participate in a Business Decorating Contest. The winner was announced
on May 30 at 5 PM, during the Relay For Life Event at the Oil City High School.
Connie Shull and Eva Palmer, the Community Champion Leads who coordinated the Kick-off, and The
American Cancer Society greatly appreciate having businesses and individuals come together to help “pull
off” the Event.
“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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Hi-Level Golf Course 50th Year Anniversary
Hi-Level Golf Course, built by Ed Hess and his son Robert,
started in 1965 and is celebrating its 50th anniversary this year.
The business started in an unlikely way, when Ed’s brother-inlaw bet Ed that he couldn’t build and operate a golf course. Ed
had never been on a golf course or played golf before, but he
took the bet, built the course on farmland he had bought
previously, and ended up being very successful.
Hi-Level has grown tremendously since its opening in 1965. It started with 9 holes, 20 to 25 members,
and an admission fee of only $1. About 15 neighborhood kids were employed to help build the course,
ages 18-25 years old, and helped with picking up stones and laying water lines for the greens. In 1967 the
Back Nine was completed and in 1970 a 5-Hole Beginners Course was added for new golfers to learn the
game.
Today the golf course has about 80 members and has added corporate and family memberships, as well as
other options to accommodate golfers' schedules and price ranges. They offer lessons and a completely
separate 5-Hole Beginner’s Course with well-manicured greens AND bigger holes for the novice golfer.
The course’s back nine is longer (Hole #16 features a Par 6), but overall Hi-Level is an easy course to walk
and is also easy to score well on.
Hi-Level hosts many fundraising events at their golf course. “In the past 50 years we’ve helped many
charities to reach their fund-raising goals ,” Trina Hess, daughter of Robert said. A “typical day” is never
really typical at Hi-Level. The greens keeper, superintendent, and crew start their day early by 6 a.m.
mowing greens and the Pro Shop opens at 8 a.m. and stays open until dusk. Other than that, though, each
day varies because of different groups, leagues, events, or fund-raising golf outings that are happening.
As part of Hi-Level’s 50th Anniversary, they have many events and ways that they are celebrating. We had
a chamber mixer on May 19th and they are also planning several parties, including a reunion for their
former employees and first members. Also, each month they are having a drawing for a free one-monthmembership. Make sure to stay tuned to the Hi-Level Facebook
page at www.facebook.com/hilevelgolf for dates and times of their
50th anniversary events. There you’ll also find posts celebrating
holes-in-one, pictures of the course, information about
organizations that hold their fund-raisers at Hi-Level, and so much
more. Look for the dates of events in next month’s chamber
newsletter, too!
Hi-Level Golf Course is located in a
rural area, far from traffic and close to
nature. Trina described Hi-Level as
the place where golf is still FUN, a
place to relax in a stress-free
environment. She told us, “Our golfers
feel at home here.” Please join us in
congratulating Hi-Level Golf Course in
their 50 years of business!
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by Kurtis Bell
So we’re into summer and I’m guessing that like myself, some of you
have slipped in attending networking events. It makes sense though.
The weather is nicer, you have a weekly golf date that you can not
miss, your children are involved in summer sports, the list goes on
for days. It can be so easy to say “Oh, I’ll be at the next mixer for
sure,” but then before you know it, the season has changed and
you’ve missed an entire summer of networking events.
I get it, you have a life that won’t wait on you to attend a networking event. We all do, but there are some
great ways to keep in touch with your connections and even develop some new connections without
interfering too much with your busy summer schedule.
Have an event at your place.
Now I’m not saying you have to go all out and have it catered as well as live entertainment, but it is
summer and that is the perfect time to bust out the grill and show off your skills flipping burgers. You
have to eat, so you might as well plan to have a few people over to catch up and enjoy some great summer
fun. Dust off the lawn games and you can even ask everyone to bring their favorite summer side dish. I’m
sure they won't mind.
Meet someone for lunch.
Once more, you have to eat; so you might as well make the most of it and grab lunch with someone, or a
group of people to keep your network strong. It’s amazing how much you can accomplish at a quick lunch
meeting. You may not get any new contacts, but just chatting about what’s new in each other’s lives can
help build trust and camaraderie amongst others.
Mix and mingle at summer gatherings.
Surely, you’ll have the opportunity to go to a few events this summer. While you’re at those events, don’t
just sit around with the same people you always see. Get out there and network there. You don’t have to
be slinging business cards, but you can at least get to know some new people to see how you can help
them.
There you go. That is my list of great ways to network through your busy, action packed summer. I’m sure
I missed some easy ways to network, but I have to leave something up to you as the reader. Let me know if
there is another great way to network through the busy summer, or if you’ve had success doing one of the
things I mentioned.

Franklin's FICDA Board Names New Director
The Franklin Industrial and Commercial Development Authority board has named
Roger McCauley as the agency's executive director. McCauley recently retired from his
position as director of the UPMC Foundation. McCauley hopes to bring his experience
and professional networks to bear in his new position.
In a recent quote to the Derrick, Roger said "We have done a very good job with
managing the industrial complex and have dipped a finger in commercial development
with the retail incubator, in partnership with the (Franklin Area) Chamber (of
Commerce) and the city, but I want FICDA to be working with both (the Franklin and
Venango Area) chambers and the Oil Region Alliance to make this whole area a better
place."
“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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Social Media Day: Social Media Marketing
Bootcamp
Did you know that June 30th
is National Social Media Day?!
What a better way to
celebrate than with a Social
Media Bootcamp training! We
will review the latest tips for
maximizing your return from
social media marketing with a broad overview of each social
network, and then a more in depth look at Facebook,
Facebook ads and analytics, Instagram, Instagram analytics,
and Twitter. All to help you grow your business!
Lunch will be provided!
The event is hosted by Amy Baumcratz of Hospitality Social
Magnet and will be on Tuesday, June 30, 2015 from 9:00 AM
to 3:00 PM in Clarion, PA
For more information and to register visit
hospitalitysocialmagnet.com

VNA Launches New Website
Check out the Visiting Nurses Association of Venango
County’s new website at ww.venangovnafoundation.org.
The website is built on the organization’s mission, whose
sole purpose is to generate funding to support the
charitable care and services
provided by the Visiting
Nurses
Association
of
Venango County.

This month’s tip from Allegheny
Notary Services:
Stop in today and pick up the PA Boating Handbook,
this handbook provides boaters with information they
need to know when operating watercraft on
Pennsylvania waterways. We also have the 2015 Trout
Stocking Schedule!

Venango Area Chamber of Commerce ● (814) 676-8521 ● www.venangochamber.org
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Time for Farmers’ Markets!
Looking for fresh, local produce? There are many
farmers’ markets in Venango County and surrounding
areas that have started!

Oil City
Location: Central Avenue
Day & Time: Monday and
Thursday, noon-4:30pm

Franklin
Location: around the 12th Street
Island next to the Venango
County Courthouse
Day & Time: Saturday, 8am1pm

Tittusville
Location: Corner of Perry Street
and West Central Avenue
Day & Time: Saturday and
Tuesday 8am - 1pm

Knox
Location: Knox Community
Park
Day & Time: Friday 4pm – 7pm

Clarion

Photos by Greg Knox, Bright Ideas
Learning Center & Photography

Location: Main Street, next to the
Clarion County Courthouse
Day & Time: Saturday 8:30am - noon

Tionesta
Location: Market Village, 302 Elm Street
Day & Time: Saturday 10am - 2pm

Register for Chicks-in-the-Sticks!
The deadline to register for the Friends of Oil Creek State
Park event is June 5th! This is a one day event on June
13th to introduce women to outdoor activities. For more
information and to register, visit www.friendsocsp.org

Photo by Judy and Charlie Stevenson

“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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Mary Jeanne Gavin Named as Community
Services Director
A
longtime
Community
Services employee is looking
forward to her new challenge
as executive director of the
agency.
Photo by The Derrick

Mary Jeanne Gavin of Oil City,
who has been the social services director with Community
Services of Venango County the past 13 years, has been
named as the organization’s new executive director.
Community Services of Venango County is a non-profit
organization founded in 1967. It staffs 50 employees and
operates more than 20 programs in Venango County,
Meadville and Titusville.
With her experience and leadership, Gavin hopes to continue
to improve the agency and help even more of the 3,513
families already assisted at Community Services.

Celestial Quilts Spring Classes
Celestial Quilts, located in the National
Transit Building in Oil City, will be
holding many events this spring. Some
of these events include Sit and Sew,
Bare Basics, and Half Yard Quilt
Challenge. For the full schedule of
classes, visit www.celestialquilts.com

River Ridge Tours
Venango County Historical Society is holding its annual
tours of River Ridge Mansion on Tuesday, June 9, and
Thursday, June 18, 2015 at 6:00 p.m. The cost of either tour
is $25.00, and reservations must be made in advance.

Venango Area Chamber of Commerce ● (814) 676-8521 ● www.venangochamber.org
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Tom Panei & Friends - An Acoustic Evening
Saturday, June 6 at 7:30pm.
A night of music-making in a club-like environment right
in Lincoln Hall that will get your summer rocking!
C Street Brass Salutes Music of the Americas
Saturday, June 20 at 7:00pm
Begin Your Celebration of the Fourth of July Holiday Early
– With a Salute to Music of the Americas with C Street
Brass in Lincoln Hall
(Lincoln Hall is located on the upper level of the Foxburg
Library at 42 South Palmer Street)
For more information about what’s going on in Foxburg,
visit www.gofoxburg.com

Addition to the Hagan Service Team
Ryan Edwards has joined Hagan
Business Machines as a Field Service
Technician. Mr. Edwards has
received extensive training in
accordance with the best practices
developed by the PROs Elite Group;
co-authors of the office product
industry's benchmarking model. He
also holds an Associate's degree in
Web Development, CIW E-Commerce Design certificate,
and Network certification. Mr. Edwards was raised and
currently resides in Meadville with his wife, Dawn, and
their two children.
Hagan Business Machines is committed to the success of
the small and mid-sized businesses in the area, and is
rolling out new offerings to our business partners. These
cutting-edge solutions will help our customers push from
the good to great, and take advantage of the latest
advances in cloud-based storage and network
monitoring. These solutions can often be achieved at a
lower cost for greater capability! Contact us today for
your complimentary needs assessment.

Keraunic Power Systems address change
Keuraunic Power Systems has moved from Niles Road in
Franklin to 4402 Georgetown Road Franklin PA16323
“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS
PRESIDENT
V.P.
SECRETARY
TREASURER

STAFF

David Snedden
Dr. Kate Eckert
Frank Hajduk
Matt Caldwell
Rebecca Beach
Emily Fetcko
Elizabeth Greibel
Shari Hamilton
Butch Hargenrader
Beth Harman
Jake Hickman
Wendy Lineman
Deb Lutz
Greg Merkel
Joyce Morgan
Lori Sibble

Hagan Business Machines

Susan Williams
Dottie Tawney
Ashley Cowles

Executive Director

Eckert Chiropractic
SCORE
Caldwell Printing Services
Clarion County Community Bank
Moxie Media
Urban Insurance Agency
Friends of Drake Well Museum

UPCOMING CHAMBER EVENTS
JUNE
9 Chamber Day-Harrisburg. PA
11 Farmers National Bank/Cranberry Pennzoil, Business
After Hours Mixer, 5-7PM
18 Board of Directors Meeting
18 Chamber Golf Scramble, Wanango Golf Club
25 Oakwood Heights, Business After Hours Mixer, 5-7PM

Pepsi Bottling Company
Northwest Savings Bank
Hickman Lumber Company
Galaxy Federal Credit Union
Oil Region Alliance
Mcfate & Merkel Law Office
UPMC Northwest
Edward Jones Investments, Seneca

JULY
3 Chamber Office Closed
9 Wanango Golf Club, Business After Hours Mixer, 5-7PM
16 Board of Directors Meeting
23-26 Oil Heritage Festival

Executive Assistant
Intern, Kent State University

COMMUNITY CALENDAR OF EVENTS AVAILABLE AT
WWW.VENANGOCHAMBER.ORG/CALENDAR

The Venango Area Chamber of Commerce builds, serves and promotes regional business.
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Interns in Venango County
Many local businesses and organizations employ college students as interns each summer, from our
region and some from even further. These interns provide many benefits to our community. Interns help
businesses to function, in which they bring a fresh perspective, creative ideas, energy, and emerging
technical skills to the workplace. In return, the interns gain experience and knowledge from their summer
working in a company.
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JOY Global in Franklin, under the direction of Human Resource Manager Alan
McBride, has taken this opportunity to engage and invite a future workforce, in
which they have employed a total of eight interns this summer. These student
engineers range in ages from freshmen to seniors going on to grad school. Their
majors focus on Mechanical Engineering, Mechanical Engineering Technologies, and Electrical
Engineering and they are assigned to many departments within the business, including Controls &
Automation, Mechanical Technologies, Longwall Systems, Longwall Shearers, Miners, Testing, Continuous
Haulage, and Haulage. The interns at JOY come from schools around the state and even out of state—
Grove City College, Penn State Behrend, Penn State Main Campus, Slippery Rock University, and
Youngstown State University.
The Student Engineering Program at Joy Global allows the company to train and grow younger
professionals into hopefully becoming full-time Associate Engineers at Joy Global upon graduation. JOY is
very happy to be strengthening their Student Engineering base and
are even beginning to develop team building exercises and outdoor
activities outside of working hours. Alan told us, “They will be
ingrained in the culture of Joy Global Engineering this summer and
we are excited to assist in developing their skills by giving them
real world experiences as they move toward attaining their college
degrees.”

Interns at last year’s FLEX Intern Mixer

Do you have interns at your business? We’d love to meet them and
have them attend our intern events! Send us an email to
chamber@venangochamber.org or give us a call at (814) 6768521.
“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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Ashley Cowles may be a very familiar name for many of you as she has been
interning at the Venango Chamber throughout her college career. She is currently a
senior at Kent State University majoring in communication studies with minors in
marketing and public relations. Prior to attending Kent State, Ashley graduated from
Cranberry High School. She is proud to call Venango County her home.
At Kent, Ashley is a member of the Honors College. She has also earned her spot on
either Dean’s List or President’s List for all three years of her enrollment. Ashley is
deeply involved with many organizations at school. She is a member of the National
Society of Collegiate Scholars, the Kent Communication Society, the Public Relations Student Society of
America, and was recently inducted into Lambda Pi Eta, which is the National Communication Association
Honor Society.
Outside of work and school, Ashley enjoys spending time outdoors with family and friends. She also plans
on trying her hand at some gardening this summer. When she's not busy outside, she loves to cook. Ashley
likes to experiment with recipes to make them a better fit for the healthy lifestyle she leads. She also follows
plenty of blogs, especially food blogs, and likes to do some of her own writing as well.
Recently, Ashley has done some traveling as she has spent the last four months studying abroad in Florence,
Italy. She traveled to 10 different cities in Italy and 5 different countries overall. I'll let Ashley do the talking
for the trip as I'm sure I will not do it justice. To get the scoop on her travels, be sure to check out her blog
where she documented her trip at ashleybcowles.wordpress.com
Written by Kurtis Bell

A Wireless Spotlight of the Month
A Wireless, premium retailer of
Verizon, employs many young
professionals. The May spotlight of
the
month
was
Amanda
Chisholm! Amanda has been at the
Cranberry Mall location for over three
years. She is fantastic at what she
does, will get your set up with what
you need, will help with any problems
or issues that arise and is the one
behind the organization in this
store! Away from work, she loves
spending time with her fiancé, Will, and her 5 year old stepdaughter, Iesha. They love being outside around a fire or
playing cards or games together! Stop in and see Amanda to
get 10% off any accessory over $30!
Other young professionals at A Wireless include Reggie
Thomas, Jamie McBride, and Sabrina VanWormer.
As Store Leader April Rowland says, “Young group of great
people!”
Venango Area Chamber of Commerce ● (814) 676-8521 ● www.venangochamber.org
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What to do When Your Plan Fails
by Kurtis Bell

“Go to college”, they said. “It’s the only way to get ahead in the world”, they said. So you did, and now
you're buried in piles of student loans. Also, you’ve come to realize that the job market in your field (I’m
looking at you, education majors. Don’t worry, I was one too.) is absolutely saturated. So now you're the
kid who’s working summers underachieving with your college degree when you thought you would be
tearing up your field and blazing new trails that would be remembered and lectured on for generations to
come.
One way to break out of your funk and get to doing some meaningful work is to think outside the box. For
example, my training was always in music. Music education, if we want to be specific. Upon graduation, I
saw the market shrinking as fine arts programs were being cut across the state. Now, I run a cleaning and
disaster restoration firm. At first, in my mind these things could not be more different and unrelated. The
more I became involved in my work and fully committed, the more similarities I noticed. What drew me to
music education was the ability to help others. This could be helping someone learn how to play an
instrument or sing, learning a new technique, or even helping one understand the thought process that
went in to the composition of a piece. What has helped me thrive in my career outside of music has been
very similar. My love for helping others drives me daily in my new endeavor in cleaning and restoration. It
is not the same type of thing that music education may have provided, but I am convinced it is every bit as
rewarding if not more. Now, I get to help people who are in various situations. Whether it is simply
cleaning up to host a major family function, or restoring a home after a fire or flood; my job still revolves
around helping others.
Hopefully this may be helpful to those struggling to find
meaning in their field of work that is totally unrelated to
their field of study, as well as those who have recently
graduated college. Regardless of whether you actually
think you are using your degree or not, you will apply
lessons learned in college each and every day in your
career. As always, if you would like to open a discussion or
have any questions on how I have made use of a music
degree in the cleaning and restoration industry, feel free to
email me: kurtis.smbybell@gmail.com.

“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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Volunteer with the Chamber!
Looking for a way to volunteer and help out your community? The Oil
Heritage Festival will be here before we know it, and we’d love to have
young professionals volunteer with us. Some opportunities include the
FLEX Ice Cream Social, Children’s Parade, Basket Raffle, or helping down in
the park during concerts.
We are also searching for a chair person for our button raffle! This
commitment is for about two to three weeks and we’d need someone who is
organized and punctual! The button chair person works with staff to
distribute and sell buttons. We’d love for you to take part in the festival! If
interested, send us an email at chamber@venangochamber.org or give us a
call at (814) 676-8521

OUR MISSION
FLEX represents the needs and interests of Young Professionals by positioning ourselves
as leaders, entrepreneurs and advocates for the sustainability of the Venango Area
through civic engagement, leadership development and networking.

Where you’ll find FLEX this month:
FLEX First Friday Lunch - June 5th
Monthly FLEX Meeting - June 17th
Chamber events - Check out the Chamber’s Calendar of Events at
www.venangochamber.org

VenangoFLEX
Text FLEX to 42828 to be added to our email list

email: flex@venangochamber.org
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