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WELCOMES NEW MEMBERS
Safelite Auto Glass
Colt Hart
1050 Liberty Street
Franklin, PA 16323
Phone: 814-432-7132
eMail: colt.hart@safelite.com
Web: www.safelite.com
Published: Automobile Glass

Have a chip or crack in your auto glass?
Whether the damage is on your
windshield, rear or side window, Safelite
AutoGlass® can help.

Celestial Quilts
Pam Johnson &
Brenda Morse-Lee
206 Seneca Street Suite 8
Oil City, PA 16301
Phone: 814-657-4542
eMail: lovecelestialquilts@yahoo.com
Web: www.celestialquilts.com
Published: Retail

We are a retail quilting/sewing fabric
and notion shop, offering classes and
support from the novice quilter to the
expert. Our hours are Fridays and
Saturdays from 10 am -5 pm and Sunday from 1pm - 6 pm. We look forward
to seeing you!

Sheetz, Inc.
Joe Sheetz
5700 6th Ave.
Altoona, PA 16602
Phone: 814-742-7584
Web: www.sheetz.com
Published: Retail

Above all else, Sheetz is about providing kicked-up convenience while being
more than just a convenience store.
Sheetz is a mecca for people on the go.
If you need to refuel your car or refresh
your body, we have what you need to
keep you moving on to whatever
comes next.

Bowen’s HVAC Service
Mike Bowen
104 Hoffman Ave
Oil City, PA 16301
Phone: 814-657-2944
Web: www.mbowenheating.com
Published: HVAC

A residential and commercial heating,
cooling and electrical contractor,
servicing Northwestern Pennsylvania.

Chamber member businesses pictured on the cover are: Famoore’s Family Restaurant, Venango
Conservation District Victorian Art and Frame, Agway, Rocko’s, Double Bloom, The Barnard House,
Spilling the Beans, Hagan Business Machines and State Street Furniture.
Please send us your photo proudly displaying your 2015 member decal !
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Students to Participate in Spring Mission Trip and Service
Seven Venango College of Clarion University students from the SEED
Club (Studying, Engaging, Exploring, and Discipleship) are headed to
Moss Point, Mississippi for spring break this March with the organization
World Changers. They will be assisting with building decks and ramps,
roofing and basic home repairs. Attending is Amanda Cameron, Nathan
Hannah, Elizabeth Haughey, Raymond Marino, Casey McVay (Club
Advisor), Savannah Mona, Emily Quaill (Club President) and Rhonni Seth.
Moss Point is in Jackson County, Mississippi, and part of what the local
population calls the "Invisible Coastline", an area destroyed by Hurricane
Katrina's record storm surge of up to 14 feet of extensive flooding, even
though it lays 80-odd miles from the center of where Katrina hit. The
scope of wreckage this historical storm raged is far beyond what the
news or blogs can cover. Featured in the picture is what one road, like
many, looked like during the aftermath. A mountain of debris some thirty feet high had to be slowly
cleared by the National Guard, using heavy machinery, just to get into the area. Now, years after Katrina,
all areas affected by the storm are still rebuilding.
In addition to the club’s mission trip, they are hosting a Clark’s
Donuts Fundraiser to support their local mission projects in
March and April, collecting change and cash donations for the
ABC
Pregnancy Center in Franklin and the club has set up a
donation collection station in the entranceway of Robert W.
Rhoades Center on campus to support area organizations like
the PPC Violence Free Shelter and Network, a service of the
Family Service and Children’s Aid Society of Venango County,
Venango County Mustard Seed Missions and the UPMC Northwest Behavioral Health Center. They are looking for the following items: paper towels, toilet paper, new pillows, hats, gloves,
scarves, canned goods, good condition kitchen utensils, DVDs, Wii games, nail clippers, word search
books, women’s underwear sizes 7+ and men’s underwear sizes 36+.
Please join them in their ministry by praying with them or making a financial contribution to Student
Association of Venango College (SAVC) with "SEED Club Mission" on the note line and sending to
Venango College at 1801 West First Street in Oil City, PA 16301. For more information, please contact
the club advisor, Casey McVay, at cmcvay@clarion.edu or 814-393-1229. SEED Club would be happy to
present their mission work to any group, church or organization.

@VenangoChamber
Venango Area
Chamber of Commerce

VenangoChamber

venangochamber

Venango Area Chamber
of Commerce Group

“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”

4

Sunday, March 8th

*The Officers Down 5K celebrates officers who put their
lives on the line daily to keep our communities safe and
honor those who have fallen in the line of duty. While
officers give to the community on a daily basis, it is now
our time to give back.
*5K Course; Starting on Seneca Street crossing the
Veteran's Bridge, Front Street to Oil City Marina, and
part of the Justus Trail.
*Official Post Party will be held at "Double Play Sports
Bar and Grill / Nightclub", located at 45 Seneca Street,
Oil City, Pa. 16301!! ** 15% from all sales will be
donated directly back to the event!
*Benefiting:
-Oil City Police Department
-ODMP (Officer Down Memorial Page and their mission
to honor America's fallen law enforcement heroes)
*Online Registrationhttps://runsignup.com/Race/PA/OilCity/OilCityOD5K
Venango Area Chamber of Commerce ● (814) 676-8521 ● www.venangochamber.org
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85% of the major crisis facing families in business deal
with issues revolving around succession and transition
planning. Less than 10% of family businesses have a formal plan. It is no wonder two-thirds of all family businesses do not survive through the second generation. This
program will arm you with the knowledge to begin the
process, set priorities, choose your advisors and establish
the communication necessary to begin a non-crisis succession planning process. It is targeted to family and “familylike” business.
Topics covered include:
* Preparing for succession
* Identifying the four major areas of every successful
succession plan
* Six steps to avoid making succession planning a crisis
situation
You will also learn:
* How to effectively plan for succession and transition
with family and non-family members
* Some ways to build your own “buyer”
Speaker: Jim Kwaiser, Ann Marie Kwaiser and Jeff Tobe
Tuesday, February 24, 2015, 9:00 am to 11:30 am (8:30
am registration)
Clarion University Small Business Development Center
330 North Point Drive Suite 100 (Barnes Center)
Clarion PA 16214-3873
Cost: Free
For registration: Call the Clarion University SBDC at
(814) 393-2060 or Toll free at 1 (877) 292-1843 or Email:
sbdc@clarion.edu

Pennsylvania’s Seat Belt Law
Under Pennsylvania’s primary child passenger safety law,
children under the age of four must be properly restrained
in an approved child safety seat anywhere in the vehicle.
Children from age four up to age eight must be restrained
in an appropriate booster seat.
Children from age 8 up to age 18 must be in a seat belt.
“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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The Power of Hashtags #####
Holly Gibbons, Gibbons Business Solutions

#VenangoWorks

Hashtags can help you grow your business using social media platforms such as Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, and Google
Plus. Hashtags are keywords that can help organize your messages. These keywords are similar to keywords used in SEO
(Search Engine Optimization). Keywords will help you measure results and conversations when using social media. Here are
some best practices when using hashtags:



Keep It Simple: More hashtags on Instagram or Google Plus and less on Twitter and Facebook – Avoid putting a hashtag in

front of the same word twice in the same message.
Be Specific: Make sure your hashtags are specific and revelant to your subject.
Give Context: Avoid tweets that only contain hashtags. They are both boring and confusing.
The true power of using hashtags comes when other people use the same keyword. So use hashtags to:
Connect with like-minded people. #socialmedia #marketing #wordpress #blogging
Identify places, events or brands. #Florida #vacation #Apple #iPhone
Make recommendations. #MustRead #ShopLocal #BeMore
Express Emotions: #happy #thankful #surprised
Hashtags can help with SEO, increase business exposure and engage your audience in a trending discussion.









Members Online
Several members are actively blogging these days. These online article make for interesting and informative reading. Please check them out and consider continuing to follow them to see their latest posts. If
your business has a blog that you would like us to share, email a link to chamber@venangochamber.org
Divani Chocolatier
www.divanichocolate.com/blog
Gibbons Business Solutions
www.gibbons-business-solutions.com/blog
Next Step Therapy
www.nextsteptherapy.net/blog-1
These members who have new or updated websites. Share your with us too!
www.oilcitywarehousemall.com
www.bandmfloors.com
www.handinhandchristiancounseling.com

Each year the Venango Area Chamber’s staff selects the Volunteer of the Year,
the person that has assisted with Chamber with events or activities throughout the prior year, advancing the mission of the Chamber. The award is often
a surprise until the dinner.
This year Dick and Trish Baker, of Oil City, were honored for their dedication
to the Chamber. They have volunteered for several chamber events and
commit their time to several local charities and social service organizations
as well as their church. Congratulations!
Dick & Trish Baker
2014 Volunteers of the Year

Photo by:
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You might be aware of the recent combination of the Urban
Insurance Agency with Seneca Insurance and Full Service
Notary at 7137 U.S. 322 in Cranberry, next to Sheetz. Both
agencies are affiliated with Rossbacher Insurance Service, which
has been helping businesses and families with their insurance
needs since 1928. The combined strength of our related agencies
is really starting to earn recognition from one of our primary
insurance carriers, ERIE Insurance.
There are about 2,800 ERIE agencies, and nearly 70 belong to the
same branch as Urban and Seneca. Each year ERIE Insurance
selects one agency from each of its branches to earn the prestigious ERIE Branch Elite Award. This year,
your local agency has received this honor!
In order to earn the Branch Elite Award, an agency must out-perform its peers in various ways. For
example, it must have excellent retention of its existing client base. The agency must also achieve sales
growth in all categories of insurance: Personal, Commercial, and Life Insurance.
What does this mean to our customers? High retention rates is proof that the vast majority of our
customers are very satisfied with the service they receive at Urban and Seneca and choose to stick with
us from year to year. By not merely specializing in any one area of insurance, we are a one-stop shop for
our customers. This full service approach, together with our extended and Saturday hours and our
Notary services, helps us better serve our customers.
Thank you to everyone who helped make this past year possible for us. And, tune in next month for the
more exciting news- the introduction of our Branch Manager!

Impel Pilates Studio in Franklin
Basic Yoga Class starts this Thursday at 7:15P.M.
It is a 45 minute class in a warm room (not hot)
The class will run for 6 weeks and is $55 for all 6 classes
Feel free to sign up to reserve your spot or just show up that night!
Call 814-758-4039

The Derrick published the 2015
Business Review and Forecast
on Monday, February 23rd. You
can view this special edition at
www.thederrick.com.
Read about your Chamber on
page A-16.

Congratulations on 10 Years!
“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”

8

Congratulations !
Ms. Brenda Shull-Carll 2014 Venango Chamber of
Commerce Citizen of the Year and
Dick and Trish Baker, 2014 Volunteers of the Year

Photos By:

Thank you
to our Annual Dinner Sponsors
and Reception Sponsors
If you missed our Annual Dinner
or just want to revisit it,
check out the Tribute Video
for Brenda Carll at
www.youtube.com/user/VenangoChamber

Louis Kraft Company
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There is a definite buzz in the air surrounding the fifth annual
FLEX Presents, an award gala recognizing the accomplishments of
young professionals in Venango County. The fifth year brings a
change in the venue, a chic dessert bar and cocktail reception.
“We want everyone to be there – over 40, under 40 – it doesn’t
matter, your presence shows your support of these young people
who are making a significant impact on Venango County communities.” Will Price, who serves as President of FLEX (Future Leaders’
and Entrepreneurs’ Exchange), speaks with a contagious enthusiasm for the event. “Our hope by hosting the event in this beautiful,
historic public place, people will feel welcomed to celebrate with us.”

Volume 2| Issue 3| March 2015

FLEX has been active since 2007 and even before that under the name of Young Professionals Network
of Venango County (YPN). FLEX represents the needs and interests of Young Professionals by positioning them as leaders, entrepreneurs and advocates for the sustainability of the Venango Area through
civic engagement, leadership development and networking. “It’s a great mix of people who care about
our cities. They are willing to do whatever it takes to make Venango County better.” FLEX is committee
under the Venango Area Chamber of Commerce but is open to all young professionals in Venango
County. Several FLEX members serve on the board of directors for the Chamber.
“We are seeing young professionals step up in Venango, whether that is serving on boards, committees,
volunteering in their churches, or for community festivals and events. Many organizations would suffer
without their involvement.” Susan states that non-profit groups and organizations reach out to her constantly asking if she could recommend a young person to serve, “It is amazing to see how many young
people just want to be asked. FLEX Presents is the perfect evening to recognize those who have answered the call.”
Anyone can nominate a young professional (39 years old and under) who consistently goes above and
beyond for their organization, by visiting http://www.venangochamber.org/chamber/flex/. The nomination form is a simple one page questionnaire explaining why you chose to nominate the individual.

Nominations are being accepted through Friday, March 6th.
The fifth annual FLEX Presents will be held on Friday, April 10th at the Oil City Library. A dessert reception and cocktail hour will begin at 7pm, with the presentation of awards to begin promptly at 8pm.
The cost to attend is $15 per person and reservations may be made at www.venangochamber.org/
catalog or by calling 814.676.8521.
“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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Amanda S. Calinan is the program director at Family Service & Children’s Aid Society. She
works with students who are struggling to stay in their current school environment due to
reasons related to mental health. The program provides therapeutic interventions
throughout the school day, along with morning and afternoon group sessions.
Amanda is proud to call Venango County, specifically Oil City, her hometown and current
residence. She echoes so many of the area's young professionals in saying, “I love living in
this area, and can’t imagine living anywhere else.”
Upon graduating from high school, Amanda pursued higher education earning her BA in
Psychology and her MS in Educational Psychology. She is also in the process of earning her
PhD. In the upcoming years she plans on completing her doctoral program in her pursuit of knowledge and
her desire to help others. In 2010 as well as 2011, Amanda was nominated for the "Young Professional of
the Year" award.
Amanda tries to be as involved as she can in the community. She likes to give back to the community that
helped her be a successful professional. She is a part of the advisory board for PPC Violence-Free Network,
as well as a Big Sister through Big Brothers Big Sisters. "I love being a Big Sister", Calinan says. "My Little
Sister, Amme, is 11 years old, and we've been matched for 1.5 years. We have a lot of fun together, and I
really enjoy being someone she can turn to when she needs to talk." Amanda has also recently gotten
involved in the Oil City Rotary Club.
In her free time, Amanda enjoys geocaching, snowboarding, and tending to her chickens and bees. She also
plays tennis, racquetball, and takes part in Zumba classes at the Oil City YMCA. Amanda also is an avid
reader who is currently enjoying Lauren Beukes' The Shining Girls.

13 Habits of Exceptionally Likeable People
Dr. Travis Bradberry Influencer
Too many people succumb to the mistaken belief that being
likeable comes from natural, unteachable traits that belong
only to a lucky few—the good looking, the fiercely social, and
the incredibly talented. It’s easy to fall prey to this misconception. In reality, being likeable is under your control, and
it’s a matter of emotional intelligence (EQ).
In a study conducted at UCLA, subjects rated over 500 adjectives based on their perceived significance to likeability. The
top-rated adjectives had nothing to do with being gregarious,
intelligent, or attractive (innate characteristics). Instead, the
top adjectives were sincerity, transparency, and capacity for
understanding (another person).
These adjectives, and others like them, describe people who
are skilled in the social side of emotional intelligence.
TalentSmart research data from more than a million people
shows that people who possess these skills aren’t just highly
likeable, they outperform those who don’t by a large margin.
We did some digging to uncover the key behaviors that
emotionally intelligent people engage in that make them so
likeable.
Venango Area Chamber of Commerce ● (814) 676-8521 ● www.venangochamber.org
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Franklin native, James Barber, is the Purchasing and Information Systems Manager at
Franklin Bronze Precision Components, LLC. James is a graduate of Penn State Behrend
and holds degrees in International Business as well as Marketing.
James got his start in Franklin Bronze during college where he worked summers in the
foundry. It was during this time that Barber began to grow his understanding of the
business and the opportunities that would lie ahead. In 2012, James was assigned to
the newly developed Fire Hydrant Production and Assembly division where he
remained until the spring of 2014. It was at that time where he took on his current
position as Purchasing and Information Systems Manager.
When James is not busy at the office, he is usually out enjoying the area’s wonderful outdoor offerings
whether it is fishing, golfing, or kayaking. He also is an avid hockey player, playing in both Meadville and
Oil City.
Looking to the future, James would like to earn his MBA in the coming years. He sees this as a great way
to grow himself as a professional and add to what he has to offer Franklin Bronze.
Like many who were ushered in to business by family, James looks up to his father. His father had the
vision and determination to take a small casting business with a handful of employees and transform it
to a global leader in glass mould and investment castings that now employs over 100 people.
When asked what book is on his coffee table, James recommended “Negotiating Genius” by Deepak
Malhotra and Max Bazerman.

Here are 13 of the best:
They Ask Questions
They Put Away Their Phones
They Are Genuine
They Don’t Pass Judgment
They Don’t Seek Attention
They Are Consistent
They Use Positive Body Language
They Leave a Strong First Impression
They Greet People by Name
They Smile
They Know When To Open Up
They Know Who To Touch (and They Touch Them)
They Balance Passion and Fun
Bringing It All Together
Likeable people are invaluable and unique. They network
with ease, promote harmony in the workplace, bring out
the best in everyone around them, and generally seem to
have the most fun. Add these skills to your repertoire and
watch your likeability soar!
Read the entire article here:
https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/13-habits-exceptionally-likeablepeople-dr-travis-bradberry

“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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For your information, there is so much to do in Venango County!

Volunteers are the HEART of VARHA
If you love putting a smile on someone’s face, enjoy being around horses, and like to walk (your exercise can
benefit others, too!), please join us and become a VARHA Volunteer. Volunteer times vary, with daytime and
evening hours available throughout the week. We suggest observing a class and then attending an
organized training session. Our greatest need is for “side-walkers.” Side-walkers are critical to our program
and no horse experience is necessary.
VARHA depends highly on volunteers to assist with our classes. Many of our riders
require two to three volunteers during each class. Each class session has four to six riders
and is one to two hours in length.
On Tuesday and Thursday evenings, we run two, one-hour therapeutic horseback riding
classes and one cart class. On Monday and Wednesday evenings, we run a variety of
programs and classes. We also have daytime volunteer opportunities during the summer
months.
In addition, we need volunteers to assist with barn cleaning, facility and grounds maintenance, and office
work. Call 814-437-RIDE (7433) for more details and to sign up now.

First Annual Oil City ‘PI DAY PI K’ Race Set for March 14
Oil City High School Math and Physics Club will hold its First Annual “PI DAY PI K” on Saturday, March 14.
The start time of race is set for 9:26 a.m. and will start at the Oil City High School parking
PI K Registration Form www.exploreclarion.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/PiK-reg-form.pdf
The next digits of pi are 15, corresponding to 2015. Which means this may be the only
time in your lifetime that the first 5 digits of pi are represented by the date, 3-14-15. The
next five digits of pi are 92653, that is why we would like to start the race at 9:26 and as
close to 53 seconds as possible in the morning.
Costumes are encouraged, and the runner with the best costume will be given a pie.
The 2015 Oil Region Career Fair will be held Wednesday, April 8th at the Cranberry Mall.
OUR MISSION
FLEX represents the needs and interests of Young Professionals by positioning ourselves
as leaders, entrepreneurs and advocates for the sustainability of the Venango Area
through civic engagement, leadership development and networking.

Where you’ll find FLEX in November:
FLEX First Friday Lunch - March 6 @ noon at The Mosaic in Oil City
Monthly FLEX Meeting - March 11 @ 5:30 pm, Oil City Library
Chamber events - Check out the Chamber’s Calendar of Events at
www.venangochamber.org

VenangoFLEX
Text FLEX to 42828 to be added to our email list

email: flex@venangochamber.org

Venango Area Chamber of Commerce ● (814) 676-8521 ● www.venangochamber.org
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Proud Members Show it!
Did you receive you “Proud Member “ decal? They’ve been mail
in the bi-fold mailers pictured here. These removable vinyl
clings show you customers and other members that you are a
member. If you did not receive yours in the mail, please let us
know so that we can get one out to you right away.
If you received your decal, we would love to have a photo of you
or another employee placing it on or in your business (like to
ones on the cover). The easiest thing to do is to snap a photo on
your phone and text it to 814-758-2753 (Susan’s phone). We’ll
share your photo in Chamber publications and social media to
promote your business.
A few members have reminded us that they don’t have a glass
front door or window. A great solution is an acrylic picture
frame set inside or if you are one the rode, on a window of your
car.

“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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Oil City Main Street News
By Kathy Bailey, Main Street Manager

Annual Meeting & Social
Join the Oil City Main Street Program on Monday, March 9th, 5 – 7 pm in the Great Room of the National
Transit Building for our Annual Meeting & Social. Enjoy light refreshments, mingle with Main Street volunteers and downtown businesses, and see what the Oil City Main Street Program has been up to this past
year!
“Get Down To Business” Workshop
Our next “Get Down To Business” Workshop will be held on Monday, March 23, 6 – 8 pm at the Business
Innovation Center, 679 Colbert Avenue, Oil City. “Facebook and Social Media For Business” will be
presented by Holly Gibbons of Gibbons Business Solutions… we’ll focus on why you should be using social
media to promote your business, an in-depth look at Facebook for business, and an overview of other
platforms such as Twitter, Pinterest, and others. Cost is $15 per person or $25 per couple.
Façade Improvement Grant Program & Workshop
The Oil City Main Street Program is anticipating a new round of Façade Grant Funding beginning in July,
2015. The Main Street Façade Improvement Grant Program offers limited matching funding for certain
exterior storefront projects on eligible buildings located within the Oil City Main Street District. Grants
require a 50/50 match from the applicant, are limited to $5,000 and can be used for signs, awnings,
windows, doors, masonry cleaning, exterior painting and lighting, and professional design. An informational workshop will be held on Thursday, March 26th, 8 – 9 am at the Oil Region Alliance office, 217 Elm
Street.
“Best Dressed Windows” – Spring Contest
It certainly has been a wicked winter! We hope that downtown Oil City businesses have been thinking
spring… because our Spring Contest is just around the corner! Nominations are due March 23 (nominate
your own window, or one of your neighboring businesses)… judging will be March 26-30 and winners will
be announced on April 1 (no fooling!) We’ve seen some wonderful window displays in recent months, so
don’t be shy.
Volunteers Are Needed!
The Oil City Main Street Program is a volunteer-based, community revitalization initiative. It takes an army
of volunteers to plan and implement the many projects that are part of our revitalization strategy.
Design Committee: works to improve the physical appearance of downtown through storefront
improvements, public art, signage, and historic preservation. Projects include: Façade Improvement Grant Program, “Best Dressed Windows” Contests, Downtown Mural Program, Downtown
Christmas Décor, signage initiatives and more.
Organization Committee: works to build support within the community and to keep the Oil City Main
Street Program in good working order. Projects include: developing partnerships, fundraising
events, operating procedures, annual meetings, volunteer recruitment, communicating the
program’s efforts and successes.
Promotions Committee: works to promote the Oil City downtown business district with events,
promotions and marketing strategies. Projects include: Small Business Saturday, Cash Mobs,
Christmas Past & Jingle Bell 5K, image/branding project, and more.
Economic Restructuring Committee: works to strengthen existing businesses, encourage new
businesses to open, and find new uses for underutilized properties in the business district. Projects
include: Business & Property Inventories, “Get Down To Business” Workshops, Business Resource
Guide, Trail Town initiative, and others.
Venango Area Chamber of Commerce ● (814) 676-8521 ● www.venangochamber.org
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Safe, Clean & Green Committee: works to keep downtown Oil City safe, clean and green. Projects
include: Sidewalk Planters & Hanging Baskets, Adopt-A-Block, clean-up events, Town Square,
and more.
Committees generally meet once a month, sometimes more if needed. We are in need of people willing
to serve on a committee, or just volunteer for specific projects. If you own, manage, or work at a
business downtown, or simply have an interest in making Oil City’s downtown business district a
vibrant place, we need you! Interested? Contact Kathy Bailey in the Main Street Office at (814) 6773152 ext. 101 or kbailey@oilregion.org to learn more!

#VenangoWorks
Lessons from Miyagi
Kurtis Bell
Many of us surely remember the Karate Kid films. "Wax on, wax off" will forever be a phrase ingrained in
my mind. There are some lessons to be taken from the film that we can apply to networking. Patience
and Miyagi's quality, not quantity approach are two that stick out in my mind.
Throughout the movies we see Mr. Miyagi sculpting these tiny little trees, bonsai. As it is depicted, this is
an art form that takes much patience and a true quality over quantity approach. Many years are devoted
in the proper care and sculpting of bonsai. Rushing the process or expecting results too quickly will
result in failure and disappointment. Taking your time and being patient with the growth of a bonsai is
paramount in the growth and development of the tree.
Much like bonsai care, networking is about patience. We have surely all gone out to a networking
function thinking we were going to come home with a stack of business cards from new connections
made at the event, only to realize at the end of it we fell far short of our expectations. Or maybe you
made good on your word and are sitting on a stack of new contacts from the event. Chances are, if you
succeeded in your mission, you failed to spend adequate time getting to know each new contact. This
plan sets you up for failure.
Instead, take Miyagi's approach and devote enough time to each new contact when you first meet and
start to develop the relationship at that time and not through a generic "nice to meet you" email later.
Maybe it is not even about making new connections each time you go out to
"network". Perhaps we should focus on strengthening existing connections,
taking Miaygi's "quality, not quantity" approach. Do not lose yourself in the
mindset of trying to grow your network too quickly. Several new or weak
connections will never outweigh the strength of a few great connections. If you
are not already doing this, give it a try. I would love to hear your feedback on this
topic and perhaps it is something we can go in to more detail on in a later issue.
As always, thanks again for reading and feel free to contact me with your
networking questions.

“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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Blue Ribbons for Child Abuse Awareness
CASA of Venango County, Inc. is selling
blue ribbons to help raise awareness
for child abuse - Their goal is to sell
500 blue ribbons! Help them meet
their goal by purchasing a blue ribbon
today. You can stop by the CASA office
at 206 Seneca St., Suite 35 in Oil City or
if you see Cinnamon or Gina they will
have ribbons to purchase.

Seedling Sale Offered
By Conservation District
Spring will soon be upon us, and now is the time to make
your planting plans. The Venango Conservation District is
offering its annual tree seedling and groundcover sale
through March 20th. Several species are available for
conservation planting, landscaping, erosion control, or
attracting wildlife. Wildflower seed mix is also offered this
year. Trees available are: Norway Spruce, Colorado Blue
Spruce, Fraser Fir, Douglas Fir, Eastern White Pine, Eastern
Hemlock, Red Oak, White Oak, Sugar Maple, Button Bush
and Red Chokeberry. Myrtle groundcover is also offered.
Order forms and seedling descriptions are available on the
district website at www.venangocd.org, from the District
office located at 1793 Cherrytree Road, Franklin at Two
Mile Run Park, or by calling (814) 676-2832.

YWCA Holds Annual Antique Show
The 39th Annual Antiques Sale & Show will be held on
Saturday, March 7, 2015 from 9 am – 4 pm at the YWCA,
109 Central Avenue, Oil City, PA. Lunch will be served from
9 am – 1 pm. featuring homemade vegetable beef soup,
assorted cold and hot sandwiches, salads and pies. Many
dealers will be here to sell a large variety of antiques and
collectables which include furniture, glassware, jewelry,
signs, prints and so much more. Advance tickets are $2
and can be purchased at
the YWCA during business
hours or $3 at the door.

Venango Area Chamber of Commerce ● (814) 676-8521 ● www.venangochamber.org
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Chamber Mixer Schedule Filling Up!
Have you considered scheduling a Chamber mixer this
year? You will want to contact us soon to get yours on
the calendar as there are limited dates available. We
kicked off the year with the our January mixer at the
offices of State Representative R. Lee James. Additional
mixers already planned for this year are as follows:
Venango Casa - April 16th
Bridge Builders Community Foundations - April 30th
Farmers National Bank/Cranberry Pennzoil - June 11th
Oakwood Heights - June 25th
Foxburg Business Community - August 12th
Gibbons Business Solutions - September 24th
Cross Creek Resort - December 2nd
Venango Chamber Holiday Open House - December 16th
For more information about how your business can host a
Chamber mixer, call our office at 814-676-8521.

#VenangoWorks
Empty Bowls Tickets Available
Wanango Golf Club
March 16th, 2015 (4-7 PM)
The 4th Annual Empty Bowls, sponsored by Community
Services of Venango County, Inc., is an annual event to "fill
a bowl ... feed a family!" Local chefs, artists and students
will come together to fight hunger in our community.
Featuring local chefs from: Amazing Foods • Bella Cucina •
Barrel House Catering • Classy Catering • Dawndi's • Mosaic Cafe • Wanango Golf Cub.
A Silent Auction will be coordinated by local artists: Frank
Rodgers, Allegheny Clay Works, and Kim Mitchell, Sticks &
Stones Fine Art & Pottery.
Every person will receive a handcrafted "Empty Bowl"
made by local high school students.
Tickets $15 • Children 6 & under are Free. Tickets may be
purchased at the Venango Chamber of Commerce and the
Franklin Area Chamber of Commerce.
For details call 814.678.7766.
“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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#VenangoWorks

Franklin Taste Of Talent
Vocal Competition
The Franklin Fine Arts Council will sponsor the 6th Annual
Taste of Talent Vocal Competition this summer at
Bandstand Park in Downtown Franklin. The competition is
open to individual soloists ages 16 & up.
Registration packets may be submitted through the end of
April. Competitions will be held on Wednesdays, June 24;
July 1, 8, 15 & 22 at 7 PM. Semi – Finals will take place on
Saturday, August 1 at 7 PM and the finals will be held
Sunday, August 2 at 4 PM immediately following Taste of
Franklin. The winner of the competition will receive
$1,000. Prize monies totaling $200 ($100 cash and $100 in
Franklin Retail Gift Certificate) will be awarded to the 3
semi-finalists. The Taste of Talent competition has been a
huge success with audiences of 800 to 1300. Competitors
are quite popular and in demand in performing venues.
The Taste of Talent Application packet is
available at: www.franklinpa.gov
Festival/Events Tab – Taste of
Talent or call 814/437-1619, ext. 123 or
email: rbeith@franklinpa.gov
Pictured is last year’s winner Natt Licht.

Enjoy a Spring Ride Through
"the Valley that Changed the World!"
In just a few short weeks the Peter
Cottontail Express will be pulling
out of the Perry Street Station! Our
annual "Bunny Run" is Saturday,
March 28, 2015. It departs Perry
Street Station, 409 S Perry St in
Titusville promptly at 1:00
p.m. Remember, bunnies don't like
to be late, so plan to arrive by at
least 12:30 for boarding.
Special Ticket Prices Apply:
Adult (13 and up): $22.00 each
Seniors (60 and up): $20.00 each
Kids (ages 1 to 12): $15.00 each
First Class (all ages): $35.00 each
Venango Area Chamber of Commerce ● (814) 676-8521 ● www.venangochamber.org
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WQLN TV Seeks Oil City Residents to
Shape Original Documentary
Following the premiere of
its original documentary
film Our Town: Stories
from Meadville, WQLN TV
invites residents of Oil
City, PA, and surrounding
areas to help shape the
next film in the Our Town
series: Our Town: Stories
from Oil City (premiering
June 25 on WQLN TV and
www.WQLN.org). Volunteers from Oil City and
nearby communities are
invited to a community meeting on Wednesday,
March 11th at 6:00pm at the Oil City Library to learn
how to submit their stories of Oil City through footage,
photographs, and later participation in on-camera
interviews conducted by WQLN.

Save the Date
Chamber Golf Scramble
June 18th at
Wanango Golf Club

Story topics are entirely the participants’ choice and are
limited only by imagination and investigative ingenuity!
Suggested topics – or starting points – include
recreation like the Oil Region Indie Music Festival or
nearby hiking, kayaking, etc.; local eats & drinks; arts
and culture like the Community Playhouse restoration;
noteworthy architecture and engineering projects; and
historic events of the oil region or refineries.
“It was so rewarding to see the community’s response
from the first film in WQLN’s Our Town series,” said
Lisa Counasse, Executive Producer of Our Town. “The
best people to tell the real stories of Pennsylvania
communities are the residents themselves – people who
really know what makes the towns tick, and who find
everything there is to love about their hometown. The
next film can be anything our volunteers choose to
make it, including an anthology of personal stories, arts
and culture, history, little-known facts, and unique slice
-of-life accounts of Oil City. Everyone here at WQLN is
excited to work with storytellers from Oil City to create
a unique video scrapbook of this great Pennsylvania
town!”

“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”

41 MAIN STREET P.O. BOX 376 OIL CITY, PA 16301
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS
PRESIDENT
V.P.
SECRETARY
TREASURER

David Snedden
Dr. Kate Eckert
Wendy Lineman
Matt Caldwell
Rebecca Beach
Emily Fetcko
Elizabeth Greibel
Frank Hajduk
Shari Hamilton
Sally Hards
Butch Hargenrader
Beth Harman
Jake Hickman
Deb Lutz
Greg Merkel
Joyce Morgan
Lori Sibble

Hagan Business Machines

Susan Williams
Dottie Tawney
Ashley Cowles

Executive Director

Eckert Chiropractic
PA Careerlink
Caldwell Printing Services
Clarion County Community Bank

UPCOMING CHAMBER EVENTS
MARCH
6 FLEX First Friday Lunch - Mosaic Café
11 FLEX Meeting - Oil City Library 5:30PM
26 Board of Directors Meeting 8AM

Moxie Media
Urban Insurance Agency
SCORE
Friends of Drake Well Museum
Webco Industries, Inc.
Pepsi Bottling Company
Northwest Savings Bank
Hickman Lumber
Oil Region Alliance
Mcfate & Merkel Law Office
UPMC Northwest
Edward Jones Investments, Seneca

APRIL
3 FLEX First Friday Lunch
10 FLEX Presents - Oil City Library - 7-9PM
15 FLEX Meeting - Chamber Office 5:30PM
16 Venango Casa Mixer - 5PM
16 Board of Directors Meeting 8AM
30 Bridge Builders Community Foundation Mixer - 5PM

STAFF
Executive Assistant
Intern, Kent State University

COMMUNITY CALENDAR OF EVENTS AVAILABLE AT
WWW.VENANGOCHAMBER.ORG/CALENDAR

The Venango Area Chamber of Commerce builds, serves and promotes regional business.
Venango Area Chamber of Commerce ● (814) 676-8521 ● www.venangochamber.org

Young Professional Recognition
Do you know a young professional in Venango County who is an up and coming leader or is making
significant contributions to their industry and the community? The Venango Area Chamber of
Commerce and FLEX invite you to complete the following nomination form.
Nominees will be recognized at FLEX Presents, on April 10, 2015 and will be featured in
Venango Works, the monthly newsletter of the Venango Area Chamber of Commerce.
FLEX MISSION
FLEX represents the needs and interests of Young Professionals by positioning
ourselves as leaders, entrepreneurs, and advocates for the sustainability of the
Venango area through civic engagement, leadership development, and networking.

ABOUT FLEX
FLEX stands for “Future Leaders’ and Entrepreneurs’ Exchange”, and was founded in 2007 as a
working committee under the Venango Area Chamber of Commerce. FLEX is a group of young
leaders from all over Venango County who are dedicated to building a wide network of young
professionals who are passionate about being involved and contributing positively to our greater
community. Anyone can participate in FLEX!
“FLEX Presents” is an annual event that celebrates the achievements of local young professionals
who contribute to their community through civic engagement. Our group hosts this event to inspire
people to reimagine their community and help them to encourage the young people in their lives -both at work and at home.

NOMINATION GUIDELINES
Nominations are being accepted through March 6, 2015.
Nominees must work in Venango County and be 18-39 years of age. Nominees should participate in
civic activity that impacts Venango County, outside of their professional position/job. These activities can include community projects, advocacy, volunteerism, charitable deeds, and outstanding acts
of kindness
The Review Committee may contact you for additional information about your nominee.
Nominees will be selected based on their overall civic achievement and community impact as well
as on how their lives are an example of the FLEX mission. Nominees do not need to be a member
of FLEX or the Venango Area Chamber of Commerce.
Each nominee will be contacted to provide this additional information:
 A bio or resume
 Current occupation
 Professional goals over the next years
 Past significant achievements and awards

Nomination Form
WHO IS YOUR NOMINEE
Name:
Age of Young Professional as of March 2015:
Place of Work:
Day Phone:

Cell:

Email Address:
NOMINATED BY:
How do you know this nominee?:
Phone:
Email Address:
CIVIC ENGAGEMENT
Please tell us how your nominee is making a difference in their community.
(attach additional pages, if necessary)

MAIL OR DROP-OFF FORM TO VENANGO CHAMBER:
41 Main Street, PO Box 376, Oil City, PA 16301
FAX TO: (814) 676-8185
EMAIL TO: swilliams@venangochamber.org
DEADLINE IS March 6, 2015

Presents

YOUNG PROFESSIONALS of the YEAR

APRIL 10, 2015
Oil City Library
7:00 - 9:00 PM
Dessert Bar & Presentation
Cocktail Attire
RSVP (814) 676-8521

be a sponsor

Support initiatives

that keep young leaders active in our community through work and civic

engagement. This event will celebrate young professionals and leaders who make a difference
here in Venango County.
PRINT SPONSOR NAME AS IT SHOULD APPEAR HERE

500 MAJOR SPONSOR

$
BILL ME
CHECK ENCLOSED
CREDIT CARD BELOW

Your name will appear in all event promotions such as radio spots,
newspaper ads and articles. You also will have table placement,
be listed in the event program and during multi-media slides that will
run throughout the night of the event.

PRINT SPONSOR NAME AS IT SHOULD APPEAR HERE

250 EVENT SPONSOR

$
BILL ME
CHECK ENCLOSED
CREDIT CARD BELOW

Your name will appear in the event program and during

multi-media slides that will run throughout the night of the event.

PRINT SPONSOR NAME AS IT SHOULD APPEAR HERE

100 PATRON SPONSOR

$

Your name will appear in the event program only.

BILL ME
CHECK ENCLOSED
CREDIT CARD BELOW

∗ Sponsorship appreciated by March 15, 2015, for full recognition.
MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO VENANGO CHAMBER with “FLEX PRESENTS SPONSOR” in NOTE.
If paying by Credit Card, please print Credit Card numbers on the lines provided below:
___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ 3-Digit Verication Code: ___ ___ ___
Expiration Date: ___ ___ /___ ___
Sponsor Contact Person

Phone

Email

MAIL PAYMENT TO VENANGO CHAMBER: 41Main Street, PO Box 376, Oil City, PA 16301

