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 WELCOMES NEW MEMBERS 
 

  

Don't Ignore Your Listing 
 

As a member of the Venango Chamber of Commerce you are listed on the Venango Chamber's online   
directory on the web site, as well as in the annual printed directory.  When's the last time you looked at 
what your listed categories are?  When's the last time you checked to see what key words you have 
within your online directory listing?  Maximizing your listing is essential.  It helps potential customers 
find you easier and builds your SEO as your online chamber listing is part of your SEO framework. 
 

Ask yourself: 

 

 Are my listings and contact information current? 
 Do my listings allow the public and other chamber members to easily find me? 
 Do my listings reflect the core of my business products and services? 
 Have I included key words and used those key words within my profile? 
 Do I even have a profile or business summary showing with my listing? 

 

If you notice that your listing needs updated, now is a great time to make changes.  Simply contact the 
chamber and they will revise your listing and profile as needed.  You can have as many listed categories 
as you want, but there is a $15 charge for each additional category listing after your first one. 

 

Visit the online directory at  www.venangochamber.org/chamber/member-directory/ and check your 
listing to make sure it properly reflects your business or organization. 
 

Pictured  on front L-R: Front row: Wendy Lineman, Elizabeth Griebel, Deb Lutz, Rebecca 
Beach, Lori Sibble; Second row: Dottie Tawney, Susan Williams, Joyce Morgan, Beth Harman, 
Sheri Hamilton; Third row: Kate Eckert, Greg Merkel,   Matt Caldwell, David Snedden,  Frank 
Hajduk . Missing from this photo are Butch Hargenrader, Sally Hards and Emily Fetcko. 

A family oriented organization, 
holding monthly meetings. They 
offer a great location for events, in 
their clubhouse and pavilion. 

http://www.linkedin.com/groups?home=&gid=1505497&trk=anet_ug_hm&goback=.nmp_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1.npv_24209418_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_spm*4pic_*1
http://www.linkedin.com/groups?home=&gid=1505497&trk=anet_ug_hm&goback=.nmp_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1.npv_24209418_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_spm*4pic_*1
https://twitter.com/venangochamber
https://twitter.com/venangochamber
http://www.youtube.com/user/VenangoChamber
https://twitter.com/venangochamber
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Venango-Area-Chamber-of-Commerce/105969715560
http://instagram.com/venangochamber?ref=badge
http://instagram.com/venangochamber?ref=badge
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/Venango-Area-Chamber-Commerce-1505497/about
https://www.youtube.com/user/VenangoChamber
mailto:sales@easydoesitgolfcarts.com
http://www.venangochamber.org/chamber/member-directory/
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Venango Chamber Celebrates 10 Years As County-Wide Organization 

 
 

The Venango Area Chamber of Commerce celebrates its 10th 
year since incorporating as county-wide Chamber of            
Commerce.  The former Oil City Chamber of Commerce was 
increasingly growing and focusing on issues outside the Oil 
City area and wanted to create a united voice for businesses in 
Venango County. 
 

The new Chamber model was formed. 
 

Susan Williams was an administrative assistant with the then Oil City Area Chamber of Commerce when 
the process began in 2004 and was finalized in 2005.  Williams says, "It was an exciting time because we 
were all looking into the future and thinking about how to create a more meaningful and dynamic Cham-
ber experience for our membership and the entire Venango County business community." 
Williams was named executive director in 2007, and has continued to focus on the big picture in terms 
of how Venango County looks and reacts to things that need changed. 
 

"I've been fortunate to have a pretty bold board of directors who rarely settle for the status quo.           
Together we're constantly challenging what we're doing and why we're doing it.  Does it still make sense 
for the members we serve?" 
 

And the answer seems clear.  The Chamber's mission is still relevant to the Venango County business 

community. 

Read the remainder of this article in the Annual Business Review and Forecast, published by The 

Derrick on February 23rd, 2015 

Members Serve on Mission Trip 
 

Chamber members Gail Beck of BloominGails and Joy Deemer of Joi Boutique recently 
went on a mission trip with Hope for Hispaniola. They traveled with several other      
volunteers to Iguey, Dominican Republic and visited Haitian and Dominican villages 
nearby, like Hortensia, Bethel and LaHiguera.  The trip, from Jan 17th - 24th, brought 
evangelism, triage, and vitamins, medical and dental clinics, pharmacy, VBS and         
construction support to the villages.   

  

Joy organized 2 spa clinics, which was a first for this year, offering makeup, 
painted nails, foot massages and hair styling.  She also worked in triage. Joy is 
pictured holding a little girl who received a Dora blanket and stuff animal, 
gifts from her granddaughter Aubrey Deemer. 

  

Gail was in charge of the dental clinic, ordering supplies and medicines.  She 
organized and cleaned all the tools and helped the dentist when 
needed.  Shown here is a picture of a little girl Gail was watching while her 
mother comforted her brother who was getting a tooth pulled.   

 
This was Gail’s 4th trip and Joy’s 
first.  You can read more about 
the Hispaniola missions at 
www.hopeforhispaniola.com  

http://www.hopeforhispaniola.com
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Try Facebook, They Said. It Will Be Fun,  
They Said. 
Kurtis Bell 

 

In a recent talk about our 
businesses,  I  asked John 
Scott Port of Clarion Farms 
Premium Beef how he has 
created such a large and  
responsive  Facebook  fol-
lowing  for  his  business. 
What he said was so simple 
that many, myself included, 
overlook this simple way of 
increasing  your  social     
networking presence.  

 

For those of you that do not know John Scott, he is a man 
entrenched in his ways. Those ways happen to be mostly 
from the late 90’s. He is the only one of my friends without a 
smart phone or tablet, and has made a hard stand against 
most other technological waves that have swept the masses 
off their feet lately. So, maybe this is why I was so floored to 
see his Facebook following thriving and his content being 
liked, commented on, and shared on a a regular basis. Or, 
perhaps this is exactly why his page is doing well. Before 
smart phones and the technology wave, we were more     
sociable and aware of what was happening around us. We 
talked to people instead of texting. LOL and emojis were not 
a big thing so we had to use our words to express emotion. 
This is exactly what makes Clarion Farms great at generat-
ing content for their social media pages.  

 

John Scott’s secret for generating content that gets follow-
ers to interact: Be positive and be personal. Tell a quick 
story about daily happenings at your business. People like 
other people and business with which they can relate. He 
told me that his most popular posts are often the ones he 
thinks will fail horribly. Recently he posted a picture of his 
dog Oscar and it was a hit. Also, his story about spraying 
himself with the hose on a freezing cold day was huge with 
his followers.  

 

So let’s take a page from the farmers book and make our 
pages more than another outlet to advertise our business 
and push sales. Get personal, let your followers have a peek 
in to what your business does behind the scenes. Just be 
sure to know where to draw the line.  

http://www.mcfateandmerkel.com/
http://www.bertklapecinc.com/
mailto:info@barrsinsurance.com
http://www.oilcityhotel.com/
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Stagette (Ladies Night) 
Reverse Raffle. Win up to $2000! 

Stuffed Chicken Breast Dinner  
Side Raffles 
OPEN BAR! 

$20 ticket - only 200 tickets sold! 
https://www.facebook.com/events/770961419649426/ 

Friends of Oil Creek State Park 
 Invite New Members 
 
Do you enjoy Oil Creek State Park? Would you like to help the 
Friends of Oil Creek in Supporting the Park?  If so, please 
consider joining the Friends Group.  The Friends have helped 
the park with many activities and projects including: 
 
 Trail work, upkeep, and maintenance 
 The Over the Hill Gang 
 Equipment and building projects and materials 
 Annual Biathlon 
 Chicks In the Sticks 
 Annual Ski Clinic 
 Night Skis 
 Winterfest 
 Orphan Wells 
 OC 100 Trail Runs 
 OC and T Train Station 
 Bat Counts 
 Educational Programs 
 

You can visit www.friendsocsp.org to join online.  You will 
receive a quarterly newsletter and updates on activities and 
volunteer opportunities.  Please join today!  

PVFD Announces upcoming Events 
 

Pleasantville Volunteer Fire Department's Annual Dog Day! 
 

Dog licenses will be available on site for Venango, Craw-
ford, Forest, and Warren County residents! 
 

Rabies shots will be available onsite for only $10! 
 

February 7th from 9:00 am to 11:00 am (TWO HOURS) 

http://www.for-cu.com/
http://www.hagan1.com/
http://www.hiexpress.com/franklinpa
http://www.gillconsult.com/
https://www.facebook.com/events/770961419649426/
http://www.friendsocsp.org/
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8th Annual Bluegrass Festival to be Held in February 

The CASA (Court Appointed Special Advocates) of Venango County, Inc. and Oil City Arts and Culture     
Commission are again teaming once again to host what will be Oil City’s 8th Annual Oil Country Bluegrass 
Festival.  This annual event will be held on February 20, 21 and 22, 2015 at the Days Inn located at 1       
Seneca Street in Oil City, PA.  All proceeds will benefit the sponsoring non-profit organizations. Each year, 
bluegrass bands from throughout the region have donated their time and talent, drawing near capacity 
crowds to the three-day event.  Local eateries or businesses have experienced an increase in business     
during the festival weekend.  

The Festival is holding the Oil Country Bluegrass songwriting Competition (OCBSC) , open to all bands   
performing during the Oil County Bluegrass Festival. PREFORMANCE TIME is 11:00am-12:30pm on        
Saturday Feb 20, 2015. 

CATEGORY: Bluegrass- must have the Allegheny River or Oil Creek as the theme to the song. Please contact 
Cinnamon Evans at oilcountrybluegrassfestival@gmail.com  for more information on the song writing   
completion details and rules.   

The festival will hours will be from 6:00 p.m. until 10:15 on Friday evening; Song competition from 
11:00am -12:30 pm, Performances will begin at 12:45pm until 10:50 p.m. on Saturday; and, 9:00 a.m. until 
10:55 a.m. or later on Sunday morning. 

Most performances will take place on the fifth floor of the Days Inn in 
the Riverview Ballroom. Other performances may take place in other 
areas of the hotel, including some pick-up band performances in the 
Drake Rooms, lounge and other first floor areas.  All performances are 
open and free to the public.     

The CASA of Venango County, Inc. and Oil City Arts 
will benefit from monies raised from half & half 
drawings, a guitar raffle, a mandolin raffle, basket 
raffles, t-shirt sales and donations.  Many energetic 
CASA, Arts Council, and community volunteers will 
be on hand to help out with the 3-day festival. 

VTDC Welcomes  New Vocational Evaluation Specialist 

 

Venango Training and Development Center, Inc. welcomes Lanie Fry as their new Vocational 

Evaluation Specialist.  She is responsible for providing vocational evaluations, job training and 

supported employment services for disadvantaged/disabled individuals so that they might     

obtain competitive employment. 

The Supported Training and Employment Program (STEP) works with local employers to fill 

positions available in their company with disadvantaged/disabled workers. Lanie also oversees 

the Student Employer Alliance Program (SEA).  This program works with local school districts 

to provide students with IEP’s opportunities for alternative curriculum based on employment.  

This program has assisted with individualized success and decreased dropout rates in local schools.  

Lanie is committed to helping employers find the right employees to fit their needs.  She also provides the     

employees with one on one training and support at the job site for as long as needed. We are offering employers 

a great opportunity to work with some wonderful individuals and Lanie would be happy to talk to any               

interested employer to discuss this program in more detail. She may be contacted by calling (814)              

676-5755 or by emailing her at lfry@vtdc.org. 

mailto:oilcountrybluegrassfestival@gmail.com
mailto:lfry@vtdc.org
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Spotlight on Pat Winger, SendOutCards 

 

Pat Winger, at SendOutCards is pleased to be celebrating her 4 year anniversary as Marketing Distribu-
tor.  She tells us, “Our unique online greeting card and gift system enables people 
to act quickly on their promptings, and in just a few minutes you can choose your 
custom card, add a personal photo if you like, write a heartfelt message and click 
send.  SendOutCards will print, stamp, and mail your personalized card to any 
postal address anywhere in the world.  All for about $1.47 on average.”    
 

SendOutCards has been in existence since 2003.  It is a web-based business      
providing a convenient and easy to use platform for businesses and individuals 
to create any kind of greeting card imaginable.  They offer thousands of           
templates or you can upload your own design.  They can even 
create a font for your greeting that looks like your own hand-
writing, including your signature if you wish.  There is a great 
contact manager and calendar built right into the website so 
you won’t forget a birthday or event.   

 

To use the service and send out up to two free cards with no commitment just visit 
Pats’ website at www.sendoutcards.com/patwinger . Pat says, “It means so much to 
receive a personalized card in this busy world.  I like to use my own photos.  We’re 
‘Changing lives . . . One card at a time.”     Businesses can create custom cards with their own graphics to 
send invitations, communicate new company products or services, thank you letters and so much more.     
 

In 2015 Pat wants to hold more card making workshops.   “We’re trying to make a difference in peoples 
lives, a combination of old fashion etiquette in a high tech world. If you want to be more than a             

customer, Pat would love to have you on her team as a distributor, and will be happy 
to meet with prospective customers one on one. It’s a great home-based business. 
 

In addition to SendOutCards, Pat is a co-coordinator for Franklin Meals on Wheels.  
She was a special education teacher at Grove City Middle School, worked at Polk for 
over 11 years, and is married with two children.  You can contact Pat at 814-758-
4765 or via email at patricia.winger@gmail.com, or on Facebook and Twitter. 
 

Using the SendOutCards system will allow you to touch your clients/friends in a   
personal way while   doing it from the convenience of your PC, tablets, and            
hand-held devices.   

Ribbon Cutting & Grand Opening Celebrations 
 

Is your business celebrating a grand opening at a new location?   
Invite the Chamber, and we will extend the invitation to: 
 

 Public Officials 

 Chamber Board Members 

 Chamber Ambassadors 

 FLEX members 

 
We’ll bring the ribbon and extra large 20” scissors! 

http://www.sendoutcards.com/patwinger
mailto:patricia.winger@gmail.com
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The  
Venango Area Chamber of Commerce 

Annual Dinner 
Wednesday, February 25, 2015 

Reception 5:30pm 
Dinner 6:30 ~ 8:30pm 

Emerald Room, Cross Creek Resort 
 
 

The Annual Dinner reservation form is available  
at www.venangochamber.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/12/Mail-Invitation.pdf or  

reservations can be made using the online event registration at venangochamber.org. 

2014 Citizen of the Year 
Brenda Carl 

To participate or learn more about this project,  
join us at the Our Town: Oil City Community Meeting 

 
Wednesday, March 11th at 6:00 pm in the Oil City Library Meeting Room 

http://www.venangochamber.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/12/Mail-Invitation.pdf
http://www.venangochamber.org/catalog/event-registration/annual-dinner.html
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Four New Directors Elected to the Venango Chamber Board 
 

Four Chamber members were  recently elected to serve three-year terms on 
the Chamber’s Board of   Directors. 
 

Elected were:  
Rebecca Beech, Frank Hajduk, Sheri Hamilton and Elizabeth Griebel 
 

The new directors took office January 1, 2015. 
 

Leaving the Board after completing two three-year terms each are: Bill Kapp 
and Dr. Ryan Jackson. 
 
Serving as officers for 2015 are David Snedden, President, Dr. Kate Eckert, Vice President,  
Wendy Lineman, Secretary and Matt Caldwell, Treasurer.   

Member Name Badges 
 

Pictured at the top of this page are magnetic name badges that are worn by Chamber Board members 
and available to all members to purchase. They are easy to use, with an extra strong magnet that will not   
damage your clothing.  Strong enough to stay on a suit jacket, your name badge will not come lose like 
the adhesive ones.   

 

Wearing a name tag to Chamber events in an important part of good networking.  Those interested can 
purchase a custom made Venango Chamber name badge for $15 each, with their business displayed   
below their name.  We will be happy to bring your badge to all events, including mixers (as long as you 
remember to return your badge before leaving the event!) Contact Dottie at the Chamber to order yours 
today. 

The 2015 Venango Chamber Board retreat was held Thursday, January 9th at Drake Well Museum 
 

The retreat was facilitated by the Joe Hurd President/Chief Executive Officer  of the 
Blair County Chamber of Commerce. Joe led discussion on what value the Venango 
Chamber holds to its members and to the community and shared his experience, as a 
seasoned chamber professional of 16 years.  Board President David Snedden expressed 
the importance of having a committee structure that supports the staff, while serving 
the mission of the organization. 

 
Following the retreat, the Executive Committee wasted no 
time in reconvening to continue planning, with a focus on 
board and membership engagement.  Members who are        
interested is volunteering to serve on committees or in        
leadership of the chamber should contact Executive Director 
Susan Williams or Board President David Snedden. 
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 Office Without Walls 
Holly Lynn Gibbons, Gibbons Business Solutions 
 

Over the past few decades technology has provided a whole new set of busi-
ness tools. We’re able to stay better connected and do more in a shorter amount of 
time. More work is being done on mobile devices. We can have face to face conver-
sations over a distance, share our screens for collaborative work in real time, and 
get answers to most any question with the touch of a button. 
We can meet with clients outside of the traditional office setting and still access a wealth of information and have 
many business tools at hand with a laptop, tablet and our cell phone. Getting out of the office and meeting in a 
more comfortable, casual environment can allow for less distractions in a more    relaxed atmosphere. 

 

Technology offers opportunity for greater collaboration and flexibility. We can use it to create new business   
models – our “office” no longer needs walls. Our office can be wherever we are. Our staff can be anywhere. Our 
clients can be anywhere. We don’t need to maintain a 9 to 5 – clock in, clock out – traditional business model. 
Businesses and employees can think outside the box and work outside the box. We are no longer space bound or 
time bound. Creativity doesn’t stop at 5pm. We can have a direct relationship at a distance in virtual reality. 
 

The new opportunities created by technology are especially enabling for creative services and creative develop-
ment. Highly specialized creatively talented people tend to excel in a flexible business model. They will be most 
productive in a less structured work environment with an open schedule. Businesses seeking greater creativity 
from their staff can benefit from helping employees discover technology. 
 

It’s a new world and successful businesses are finding ways to use the latest technologies to enable greater      
flexibility in customer relations and enabling employee productivity. 

You are Invited to Celebrate Mardi Gras & the Community Foundation  
 

Bridge Builders Community Foundations would like to cordially invite you to Bella Cucina on Tuesday,   
February 17th for a celebration of Mardi Gras and the Community Foundation’s impact in our area for the 
past 40 years.  10% of all food and drink sales from that day will go to funds held at the Community      
Foundation.  Individuals will also have an opportunity to make a donation to support a fund of their choice.   

  

Marty and Ann Rudegeair are graciously hosting this event to benefit all the various funds and                    
endowments administered by the Venango Area Community Foundation.    

 

Please come join us as a valued partner of the Community Foundation and help us commemorate the   
Community Foundations 40th anniversary. 

  

For reservations please call Bella Cucina at: (814) 432-4955 

  
 

Tuesday, February 17th   11am-2pm (Lunch)  5pm-9:30pm (Dinner)  
Bella Cucina, 1234 Liberty Street, Franklin, PA 16323  

tel:%28814%29%20432-4955
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Cruise on into Sparkling Fountain Park “Ice Trail”  
for Franklin On Ice February 7  
  

Franklin is cool – but it’s about to get even cooler on February 6, 7 and 8 during Franklin On Ice Week-
end. Downtown retailers will be sponsoring their Winter Indoor Sidewalk Sales. Many stores will be 
open on Sunday. There is evening entertainment on Friday and Saturday at the Barrow Little Theatre 
and The Commons. Valentine Shoppers who do not want to settle on the ordinary can find many new 
Valentine gift ideas in our charming little shops. 

  

Saturday, February 7 is Franklin On Ice.  DiMartino Ice Professional Carvers begin their work of trans-
forming lifeless blocks of ice into beautiful works of art in Fountain Park at 10 AM.  This year’s Ice Show 
theme is “Coasting Into Franklin” to celebrate our 2015 Trail Town Designation. Carvers will be working 
until 2:30. Spectators should bring cameras for photo ops. A 30 Minute Timed Competition will be held 
at 3 PM where spectators can vote for their favorite ice carving.    

  

Chili lovers can also vote at the Chili Cook-Off which takes place at 1252 Liberty Street from 11 AM to 
2:30 PM. Area restaurant, delis and caterers will vie for the 1st place ribbon.  

  

The Franklin Fine Arts Council will sponsor Magic Shows at           
DeBence Antique Music World at 11:30 AM and 1 PM (DeBence will 
offer special $5 tours). The Franklin Public Library will host a Love 
Your Library with lots of fun activities for children and Neverend-
ing Stories hosts artist John Manders at 11 AM and Take and Make 
Crafts from 1 to 3 PM. There is a children’s book signing at A Novel 
Idea from 2 to 4 PM. 

  

Saturday evening enjoy a great meal at one of the popular down-
town restaurants and travel through the beautifully lit sculptures of 
our Fountain Park “Ice Trail”.  

  

It’s a cool weekend in FRANKLIN, PA…………where it’s ALWAYS EVENTFUL!  For additional info go 
to:  www.franklinpa.gov or call 814 437-1619.  

Oil Region Alliance Annual Meeting  

The Oil Region Alliance will hold its Annual Meeting and 
10-Year Anniversary Celebration on Thursday, February 
26 at the Venango Regional Airport.  Breakfast will be 
served at 8 a.m. and the Program and Meeting will begin 
at 8:30 a.m.  Cost to attend is $12.   

The public is invited to attend.  Reservations are due by 
February 20 and may be made by calling Toni at 800-483-
6264, ext. 110.  

http://www.franklinpa.gov
http://www.oilregion.org/
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Honky Tonk Planned 

Community Playhouse, Inc. turns 60 this year!  

To start our season we will be doing the annual Honky Tonk/
Variety Show this year written by Clay Campbell, directed by 
Roger Baker, produced by Cindy Jarzab & Deb Mitchell        
entitled ‘Route 66” on March 6 & 7 at 7:30pm at 
the  Riverview Room of the Days Inn 
(formerly the Arlington). Cost is $12 
per ticket and reservations can be 
made by calling 677-7469 and leaving 
a message.  

Congratulations  
Galaxy Federal Credit Union  

on celebrating 75 years in business! 

Oil City Main Street News  
 

Save the Dates!  The Oil City Main Street Program will be 
holding the following events in March: 

   

Annual Meeting & Social:  Monday, March 9th, 5 – 7 pm in 
the Great Room of the National Transit Building.  Come   
enjoy light refreshments, mingle with Main Street            
volunteers and downtown businesses, and see what the Oil 
City Main Street Program has been up to!     

 

Façade Improvement Grant Workshop:  Thursday, March 
26th, 8 – 9 am at the Oil Region Alliance office.  This grant 
offers limited funding for exterior storefront improve-
ments:  learn what projects are eligible, how to apply, and 
tips for perking up a tired storefront. 

 

To RSVP for either event, call the Main Street Office at 
(814) 677-3152 ext. 101 or email kbailey@oilregion.org.    

http://www.fscas.org/
http://www.northwestsavingsbank.com/
http://www.choicehotels.com/
mailto:kbailey@oilregion.org
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Drake Well Museum to Host Pithole 
Sledding Party 

 

On Saturday, February 7, Drake Well Museum and the 
Friends of Drake Well, Inc. will host a special Pithole 
Sledding Party.  The event will take place from 11:00 
a.m. to 2:00 p.m. (weather permitting) at the Pithole    
historic site located at 14118 Pithole Road, just off Route 
227 near Plumer, PA.  Admission is free.  Children under 
16 years of age must be accompanied by an adult. 
 

Sarah Goodman, Museum Educator, stated, “We are look-
ing forward to an afternoon of great sledding down the 
slopes of Pennsylvania’s legendary oil boomtown.  It will 
be a great opportunity to shake off the cabin fever and 
have some good wholesome 
fun.”  
 

The sledding party will  feature 
hours of fun in the snow, a  
bonfire, hot cocoa, cookies and 
more. 
 

For more information, please 
call (814) 827-2797. 

CASA Announces New Online System 
 

Effective , December 31, 2014, ChildLine is live with an 
online system!  This means that CASA volunteers are able 
to report suspected abuse or neglect, as well as obtain 
ChildLine child abuse background clearances, online.  The 
below information provides a brief overview of new      
reporting procedures that are available; for further       
information, please visit  
https://www.compass.state.pa.us/CWIS 

  

It is important to note that all CASA volunteers and staff 
are mandated reporters of suspected child abuse and   
neglect.   

  

Aside from allowing individuals to submit for clearances, 
the online system will allow organizations to set up    
business accounts to purchase child abuse history      
clearance payment codes and distribute those codes to 
applicants. When an applicant uses a code given to them 
by an organization, the organization will have access to 
the applicant's child abuse history clearance results once 
they are processed.   

http://www.gibbons-business-solution.com/
http://www.cranberrymall.com/
http://www.venangocountydailynews.com/
http://www.somecleanthoughts.blogspot.com/
https://www.compass.state.pa.us/CWIS
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Chamber Director Susan Williams joins host Luke Ruot 
and STREAM NEWS Director Mark Heim each Wednes-
day at 8:00 AM on the Morning Drill.  Watch it live or on 
demand at www.streamnewsnow.com 

PNC Bank Spreads the Warmth 

As part of its generous Operation Warm outreach, PNC 
Bank presented coats to about 140 preschoolers and      
elementary school-age boys and girls at Child Develop-
ment Centers' five sites in Oil City, Franklin and Cranberry. 
Among those who received coats were several preschool 
students from Franklin School-Age Child Development 
Center (below). With them are PNC representatives 
Jeannie Henry (left) and Heidi Thomas. Through its Coats 
for Kids program, Oil City Fire Department also presented 
coats to about 60 children at Hasson Heights Child          
Development Center.  

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Venango-VNA-Foundation/930581996957949
http://www.edwardjones.com/
http://www.nextsteptherapy.net/
http://www.chamberchoice.com/
http://www.streamnewsnow.com/
http://www.streamnewsnow.com
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“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”  

Small Business Jump  
Starts  Spring Session, 2015 

 

 Do you dream of starting a business, but not sure 
where to start? 

 Are you a small business trying to take it to the next 
level? 

 Are you looking to increase your income? 

 

Set realistic business and personal goals, develop a 
written business plan, learn the basics of record-
keeping, financial statements, bookkeeping, marketing 
and MORE! 

 

Gain access to small loans, marketing assistance and 
other business support services, develop effective sales 
skills  and receive on-going assistance as your business 
grows. 

 

Sessions will be held on Thursdays, 6:00-9:00 PM 
March 12 through May 7 

Northwest Savings Bank, 1301 Liberty Street,  
13th St. Entrance 

Cost: $75.00 
 

To register or for further information: 
Ronnie Beith • 437.1619 x 123 or email 

rbeith@franklinpa.gov 

Fill a Bowl                                                         Save a Family 

Save the Date: 4th Annual 
 Empty Bowls 

March 16, 2015 
Wanango Golf Club 

Are You Receiving Chamber Emails?   

 

We send out monthly reminders about upcoming events, 
inviting you to submit information for the newsletter 
and  with the digital edition of VenangoWorks! 

   

If you are a member and not currently receiving these 
emails, please check your directory listing to make      
certain we have your most updated email address.  If it is 
correct, please check your Trash or Spam folder to make 
certain that emails from chamber at venangocham-
ber.org are not there.  

 

Contact us (chamber@venangochamber.org) to be 
added to our email list, so that you do not miss another 
important message! 

http://www.sandykhovis.com/
http://www.fun-bank.com/
http://www.brightideas-lc.com/
http://www.gatesandburnsrealestate.com/
http://www.feldmanjeweler.com/
mailto:chamber@venangochamber.org
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 

The Venango Area Chamber of Commerce builds, serves and promotes regional business. 

PRSRT STD 
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 
PERMIT # 280 

41 MAIN STREET P.O. BOX 376 OIL CITY, PA 16301  

Address Service Requested 

 

COMMUNITY CALENDAR OF EVENTS AVAILABLE AT 
WWW.VENANGOCHAMBER.ORG/CALENDAR 

PRESIDENT        
V.P.  
SECRETARY 
TREASURER  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
STAFF   
 
 
 

David Snedden 
Dr. Kate Eckert 
Wendy Lineman 
Matt Caldwell 
Rebecca Beach 
Emily Fetcko 
Elizabeth Greibel 
Frank Hajduk 
Sheri Hamilton 
Sally Hards 
Butch Hargenrader 
Beth Harman 
Deb Lutz 
Greg Merkel 
Joyce Morgan 
Lori Sibble 
 
Susan Williams 
Dottie Tawney 
Ashley Cowles 
 
 

Hagan Business Machines 

Eckert Chiropractic 

PA Careerlink 

Caldwell Printing Services 

Clarion County Community Bank 

Moxie Media 

Urban Insurance Agency 

SCORE 

Friends of Drake Well Museum 

Webco Industries, Inc. 

Pepsi Bottling Company 

Northwest Savings Bank 

Oil Region Alliance  

Mcfate & Merkel Law Office 

UPMC Northwest 

Edward Jones Investments, Seneca 

 

Executive Director 

Executive Assistant 

Intern, Kent State University 

UPCOMING CHAMBER EVENTS 

 
FEBRUARY 
 6 FLEX First Friday Lunch 
 11 FLEX Meeting  -  Chamber Office 5:30PM 
 19 Board of Directors Meeting 8AM  
 25 Chamber Citizen of the Year and Annual Dinner  -    
  Cross Creek Resort 5PM 
 
MARCH 
 6 FLEX First Friday Lunch 
 17 Gibbons Business Solutions Ribbon Cutting 
 18 FLEX Meeting  -  Chamber Office 5:30PM 
 26 Board of Directors Meeting 8AM 
 27 FLEX Presents 7-9 PM Location TBD 
 

http://www.4yourcarconnection.com/
http://www.verifyservices.net/


 

“The Future of Venango Area Business!”  
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As many of you know, each year FLEX honors area young professionals that are out making a difference 
through their FLEX Presents Awards Ceremony. This year is no different. We are still taking nomina-
tions and looking for area young professionals that should be recognized for their diligent work both at 
work and in the community. 

 

In 2013 I was among those to be recognized at FLEX Presents. It was an honor to be involved with the 
event and I was truly amazed at the recognition and support the area gives to its young professionals. 
In talking with others that have been a part of the event, they also share the same sentiment. 

 

FLEX is taking nominations through February 13th with the FLEX Presents happening on March 27th. 
So take some time and think of a young professional you know that is a mover and shaker, a go getter, 
someone out making a difference; and nominate them for the award of Young Professional of the Year! 
  
       Kurtis Bell, 2013 FLEX Presents Nominee  



 

FLEX ●   (814) 676-8521   ●   www.venangochamber.org/chamber/flex             
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Is it Time for the Introverted Leader?  By Jon Rennie via Linkedin 
 

What type of individual makes a great leader? The answer to that question is likely to cause a debate in any   
social circle. The truth is, leaders are people and people come in all shapes and sizes. Most people think of the 
stereotypical leader as someone who is confident, charismatic, outgoing, and larger-than-life; but what about 
the introvert? Can introverts make great leaders? 

 

Jessica Stillman tackles this question in a great article in Inc.com called 7 Reasons Introverts Make Great  Lead-
ers. In the article she warns about being seduced by charisma and overlooking more quiet individuals. She      
explains that, “introverted personality types come equipped with significant leadership advantages.”  
Her seven reasons make a lot of sense: 
 

 They're better listeners 

 They're better prepared 
 They go deep 

 They don't mind solitude 

 They keep their cool 

 They don't settle 
 They write more 

 
In fact, this is exactly what Jim Collins found when researching his landmark business book, Good to Great: Why 
Some Companies Make the Leap…And Others Don’t. In that book, Jim and his team researched 1,500 companies 
and identified 11 that made the leap from being good companies to ones that outpaced the market for a signifi-
cant period of time. In working to determine all the factors that led to these remarkable transformations, he   
discovered something unique in the leadership traits of their CEOs. They were not the charismatic, outgoing 
types but had quiet, almost shy, personalities. 
 

This “paradoxical combination of personal humility and       
professional will,” which he called Level 5 Leadership, was    
always present in the CEOs of companies that made the leap to 
a great company. As I wrote in a previous article, What Level is 
your Leadership?, there is extensive evidence that charismatic, 
extroverted CEOs have the ability to improve their companies 
in the short-term, but long-term transformation only occurs 
with a Level 5 Leader at the helm. 

 

Jim explained Level 5 Leadership in greater detail in an HBR 
article called Level 5 Leadership: The Triumph of Humility and 
Fierce Resolve. The leadership qualities of personal humility 
and professional will he called the “yin and yang” of Level 5 
Leadership. 

 

Level 5 leaders demonstrate personal humility: 
 They are modest, shunning public adulation; never boast-

ful. 
 They act with quiet, calm determination; relying principally 

on inspired standards, not inspiring charisma, to motivate. 
 They channel their ambition into the company, not them-

selves; they set up successors for even more greatness in 
the next generation. 

 They look in the mirror, not out the window, to apportion 
responsibility for poor results, never blaming other people, 
external factors, or bad luck. 

http://www.awireless.net/
http://www.bridgebuilderscommunityfoundations.com/
http://www.somecleanthoughts.blogspot.com/
https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/time-introverted-leader-jon-rennie?midToken=AQEqJtMARI6u1Q&trk=eml-b2_content_ecosystem_digest-recommended_articles-158-null&fromEmail=fromEmail&ut=24IKBTWVhLtCA1
http://www.inc.com/author/jessica-stillman
http://www.inc.com/jessica-stillman/7-reasons-introverts-make-great-leaders.html
http://www.jimcollins.com/
http://www.jimcollins.com/books.html
http://bravozululeadershipblog.com/2014/11/03/what-level-is-your-leadership/
http://hbr.org/2005/07/level-5-leadership-the-triumph-of-humility-and-fierce-resolve/ar/1
http://hbr.org/2005/07/level-5-leadership-the-triumph-of-humility-and-fierce-resolve/ar/1
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Some of you may know Kate Heeter as she is a Venango County native as well as 
one of the newest additions to the talented staff at Lynne Marshall’s Head-Line 
Hair. She is Head-Line Hair’s esthetician and cosmetologist. Kate is a graduate of 
Cranberry High School. 

 

After high school, Kate realized the traditional four year college path was not the 
route she wished to pursue. A family member got Kate interested in esthetics after 
a visit to his plastic surgery practice. With her new found excitement for esthetics, 
she moved to Illinois where she completed The Tricoci University Esthetics          
program. Kate is also a graduate of the Bella Capelli Academy’s cosmetology         
program. Furthering and diversifying her education allowed Kate to land at her     

current position as the esthetician and cosmetologist at Head-Line Hair.  

 

When not at work, Kate keeps busy spending time with friends and enjoying what the region has to offer 
outdoors whether it be camping, kayaking, fishing, target shooting, or riding the trails on ATV’s. Kate also 
enjoys traveling to her boyfriend’s hometown of Ludington, Michigan, a small town nestled right on the 
shores of Lake Michigan. 
 

Looking to the future, Kate aspires to continue to develop herself in her profession. She looks forward to 
continually growing her clientele and educating the area on the benefits of professional skin care.  
 

In addition to her responsibilities at Head-Line Hair, Kate is also a second generation owner/operator of 
an area small business. She and her sister take pride in continuing the business their father started 30 
years ago.  

Continued from previous page 
 
Level 5 leaders demonstrate professional will: 
 

 They demonstrate an unwavering resolve to do whatever 
must be done to produce the best long-term results, no 
matter how difficult. 

 They create superb results and are the clear catalyst in the 
transition from good to great. 

 They set the standard of building an enduring great         
company; they will settle for nothing less. 

 They look out the window, not in the mirror, to apportion 

credit for the success of the company—to other people,   

external factors, and even good luck. 
 

While I still believe leaders come in all shapes and sizes, there 

is an argument to be made for the introverted leader. Intro-

verted leaders come equipped with significant leadership     
advantages and, if combined with a deep relentless will to   

succeed, they can lead companies to remarkable transforma-
tions. So, what do you think? Is the stereotypical model of the 

charismatic leader wrong? Are we ignoring more introverted 

employees as potential leaders? Are there times when organi-
zations need an extroverted leader and times when an            
introverted leader is needed? 

http://www.urban-ins.com/
http://www.chirodrkate.com/
http://www.victoriancityart.com/
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OUR MISSION 
FLEX represents the needs and interests of Young Professionals by positioning ourselves  

as leaders, entrepreneurs and advocates for the sustainability of the Venango Area  
through civic engagement, leadership development and networking.  

Where you’ll find FLEX in November: 
 

FLEX First Friday Lunch  -  February 6 @ noon  Pretzels Plus at Cranberry Mall 
 
Monthly FLEX Meeting  -  February 11 @ 5:30 pm, Venango Chamber Conf. Room 
 
Chamber events  -  Check out the Chamber’s Calendar of Events at 
   www.venangochamber.org 

VenangoFLEX 

Text FLEX to 42828 to be added to our email list                   email: flex@venangochamber.org 

For your information, there is so much to do in Venango County! 
 

Volunteer: 

 

Oil City’s 8th Annual Oil Country Bluegrass Festival.  This annual event will be held on February 20, 21 and 22, 2015 at the 
Days Inn located at 1 Seneca Street in Oil City, PA.  The CASA of Venango County, Inc. and Oil City Arts will benefit from monies 
raised from half & half drawings, a guitar raffle, a mandolin raffle, basket raffles, t-shirt sales and donations.  Many energetic 
CASA, Arts Council, and community volunteers are needed to help out with the 3-day festival. To volunteer, please contact Gina 
at CASA at 814-670-0550. ext 3. 
 

Social/Recreational: 

 

February 28 at 7:30 PM Earl David Reed’s the Secret of My Unsuccess Comedy Tour is a rollercoaster ride of improv and com-
edy.  Performed live at the Barrow-Civic Theatre in downtown Franklin, PA.  For information call l-800-537-7769.  Tickets avail-
able 24/7 at www.barrowtheatre.com  
 

Workforce: 

 

How to Grow Your Business by Engaging Employees 

 

You can't grow your business without productive and dependable employees. The ultimate success of your business depends on 
how effectively you manage your employees to meet your goals. Team leadership and delegation are skills that new entrepre-
neurs often lack - and you cannot succeed without them. 

 

This workshop is focused on new entrepreneurs who want to take their business to the next level, and for established compa-
nies struggling to build an effective team. Success depends on YOUR ability to lead a team of employees in the direction you wish 
to go. Interactive and fast-paced, participants will: 

 

* Define leadership characteristics that will empower their workforce 
* Identify their own leadership strengths and weaknesses 
* Improve their skills for hiring, managing, and motivating employees 
* Develop an understanding of how to manage workplace conflict 
 
Call the Clarion University SBDC at (814) 393-2060 or Toll free at 1 (877) 292-1843 or Email: sbdc@clarion.edu 

 

Speaker: Dale E. Fox: Staff Consultant, Fortune 10 Business Consultant & Entrepreneur 
Date: Tuesday, March 3, 2015, 9:00 am to 12:00 noon (8:30 am registration) 
Where: Clarion University Small Business Development Center 
330 North Point Drive Suite 100 (Barnes Center),Clarion PA 16214-3873 

 

Cost: Free 

http://www.venangochamber.org
http://www.facebook.com/VenangoFLEX
http://www.barrowtheatre.com
mailto:sbdc@clarion.edu?subject=Email%20Originated%20From%20Listrak
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