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Venango Area Chamber  
of Commerce Group 

Venango Area 
 Chamber of Commerce 

@VenangoChamber VenangoChamber 

venangochamber 

 
 

 
AIG Financial Network 
John Carr 
144 Emery Drive 
Suite 240 
Cranberry Township, PA  16066 
Phone: 724-742-1155 
Email: John.Carr@aig.com 
Web: www.aig.com 
Published: Financial Planning/ 
                      Investments 
 
Good Hope Lutheran Church 
Eric Graham 
800 Moran Street 
Oil City, PA  16301 
Phone: 814-676-9122 
Email: goodhopeoilcity@gmail.com 
Published:  Churches 

 WELCOMES NEW MEMBERS 

The deadline for 2014 Business Connector advertising is  November 30, 2013.  If you are 
a  previous advertiser and would like your spot again, please call Dottie Tawney 677-
8521 or email your ad to  dtawney@venangochamber.org. 
 
New advertisers, please call Dottie for available space options. 

Advertising Deadline 

AIG Financial Network offers financial   
planning services and products to fit their 
clients' needs. With a broad range of mutual 
fund offering and access to one of the largest 
independent broker-dealer networks in the 
U.S., they are able to offer solutions to help 
provide for the protection, investment and 
income needed for financial and retirement 
security.  

 
Serving all in the manner of Jesus.  
 

Member address update: 
 
Crawford Technical Solutions 
Ryan Crawford 
3028 State Route 257 
Seneca, PA 16346 
Phone: (814) 677-4644  
crawford.ryan123@gmail.com 
www.crawfordtechnicalsolutions.com 

http://www.linkedin.com/groups?home=&gid=1505497&trk=anet_ug_hm&goback=.nmp_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1.npv_24209418_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_spm*4pic_*1
http://www.linkedin.com/groups?home=&gid=1505497&trk=anet_ug_hm&goback=.nmp_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1.npv_24209418_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_spm*4pic_*1
https://twitter.com/venangochamber
https://twitter.com/venangochamber
http://www.youtube.com/user/VenangoChamber
https://twitter.com/venangochamber
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Venango-Area-Chamber-of-Commerce/105969715560
http://instagram.com/venangochamber?ref=badge
http://instagram.com/venangochamber?ref=badge
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/Venango-Area-Chamber-Commerce-1505497/about
https://www.youtube.com/user/VenangoChamber
mailto:John.Carr@aig.com
http://www.aig.com
mailto:goodhopeoilcity@gmail.com
mailto:dtawney@venangochamber.org
http://www.crawfordtechnicalsolutions.com
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Seneca Lanes/Ask Me 
Lee James 
Thirty One 
The Latonia 
The Barrow Civic Theatre 
The Venango Museum 
Next Step Therapy 
Cranberry Pennzoil/Farmers National Bank 

The Quality Inn 
Foxburg 
Deer Creek Winery 
4Your Car Connection 
Crosscreek Resort 
Business of the Year 

FLEX Intern Welcome 

Hot Pepper Catering Chamber Holiday Open House 

Oil City’s First Night® 2014  
Features A Large Variety of Fun and Entertainment 

 

This year’s always popular First Night® Oil City will once again offer attendees a wide variety of out-
standing entertainment complemented by two fireworks displays; a gala display at 7:00 p.m. and a 
“Welcome to 2014” volley at midnight.  The action packed family-oriented non-alcoholic celebration also 
will include outdoor bonfires, hat making, a kickoff People’s Fanfare Procession, children’s events, a drum 
circle at the Transit Annex Graffiti Gallery, great food, and shuttle busses to transport people from venue 
to venue.  Over the years, those who attend First Night have often commented, “There’s so much to do - - 
you won’t be able to do it all! 

  

Admission to First Night Oil City events requires the purchase of a button.   

  

Attendees may choose to attend any of the 15 indoor events by purchasing and wearing a First Night   
Button.  A schedule accompanies each button sold.  It contains all of the information you need regarding 
the events taking place on First Night.  The fee for purchasing a button is $8 if buttons are purchased 
prior to December 25. Buttons purchased after December 25 or on the night of the show will sell for $10 
each.  Admission for children of age 5 years and under is FREE.   

  

Button sale sites after 5 p.m. on New Year’s Eve will include The Arlington Hotel; located at 1 Seneca 
Street; Spilling the Beans Gourmet Coffee House, located at 2 W. Front Street; and, The Transit Fine Arts 
Gallery     located at 206 Seneca Street. 

   

 Aubrey’s Adventure Fountain Project will hold a Spaghetti Dinner at the Free Methodist Church on the 
South Side from 4:00 p.m. until 6:30 p.m. 

 

In order to continue the event from year-to-year, the Committee is always in need 
of additional members and community volunteers.  If you are interested in joining 
the committee, serving as a volunteer, or need additional information, please       
contact Susan Williams at the Venango Area Chamber of Commerce at (814)676-
8521 or at:   swilliams@venangochamber.org. 

First Night Buttons Available at the  
Venango Area Chamber of Commerce 

Members Network at 16 Mixers in 2014 
 

Chamber members enjoyed a variety of opportunities for networking and for learning about other     
member businesses and organizations in 2014.  More than twenty members held Sixteen mixers this past 
year and a few of them have already scheduled a mixer for 2015! Hosting a mixer is a great way to invite 
you fellow chamber members to get to know your business better.  We can provide you with information 
about how to plan and promote your event. If you are thinking about hosting a Chamber mixer in 2015, 
please contact us quickly, as our calendar is already filling up.  
 

We want to thank all of our wonderful hosts from 2014 

mailto:swilliams@venangochamber.org
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Business Review to be Published in February 

Staffers at The Derrick and The News-Herald are gearing up 
for the newspaper’s 75th annual Business Review and   
Forecast, which will be published in February. 

The special section highlights the improvements and 
changes at businesses in the region. It also takes a peek at 
what business owners have planned for 2015. 

The newspaper is looking for area business owners to     
provide information for the special section. 

Letters have been mailed to area businesses with details on 
how to submit articles and information for this edition.   
Businesses that have not received a letter may call 677-
8370 to request a copy. 

A form also is available to help people submit information. 
The deadline to submit information is Monday, Jan. 12. 
The edition will publish Monday, Feb. 23. 

News for the edition should be sent by email to  
specialsections.thederrick@gmail.com; by fax at 677-8347; 
or by mail to Venango Newspapers, ATTN: Cindi Power, P.O. 
Box 928, Oil City.  

Oil City High School  Hosts 
Career Exploration Fair 
 

Local Businesses are encouraged to participate in the Oil 
City High School Career Exploration Fair. This year's fair 
will be held on March 3, 2015.  The  time of the Fair is from 
approximately 7:50-11:15.  The Fair will be located in the 
Oil City Senior High School Gymnasium. 
 

The Career Exploration Fair is a part of the school's   
graduation project.  We want to give every student in the 
high school an opportunity to talk face-to-face with a   
working adult who shares his/her interests, an adult who is  
further down the road that the student wants to travel, an 
adult who wishes to inform, encourage, and inspire the 
next generation of workers in Venango County. For more 
information, contact Jennifer McGarvie at 814-676-2771, 
ext. 1212. 

Work has already begun on the printed 2015 Member          
Directory.  If you have had any changes to your listing in the 
last year, please contact us with your updates.  To see the     
information we currently have on file, visit  
www.venangochamber.org/chamber/member-directory/ 

http://www.barrsinsurance.com/
http://www.bertklapecinc.com/
http://www.sandykhovis.com/
http://www.oilcityhotel.com/
mailto:specialsections.thederrick@gmail.com?subject=Business%20Review
https://sites.google.com/a/mail.ocasd.org/career-exploration-fair/
https://sites.google.com/a/mail.ocasd.org/career-exploration-fair/
http://www.venangochamber.org/chamber/member-directory/
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Venango College’s SEED Club  
Together we can do so much more! 

Venango College of Clarion University’s SEED Club 
(Studying, Exploring and Engaging Discipleship) has a 
mission of providing opportunities for Christian fellow-
ship, ministry and mission for students of the college 
through hosting speakers, concerts, bible studies, prayer 
meetings, workshops, service projects and more. In 2013, 
SEED Club worked on over a dozen projects, raising over 
$8,000, which was used to provide goods and services in 
Venango County and also in New Orleans, LA. 

 In March, SEED Club is partnering with World Changers 
for an alternative spring break mission trip to Moss Point, 
MS where they will restore homes damaged by hurricanes 
and tropical weather and share the gospel to help trans-
form the community. The club asks you to join them in 
their ministry by praying and helping meet their financial 
need of $5,000. 

 You can contribute by 
sending a donation to 
SAVC (Student         
Associ a t i on  of          
Venango College), 
1801 West First 
Street, Oil City, PA 
16301 and write 
SEED Club Missions 
on note line of your 
check. You can also 
participate in their 
upcoming fundraiser: 
F i r s t  A n n u a l            
Venango College 
Dodgeball Tourney! 

Chamber Annual Dinner/Citizen of the Year, February 25 
FLEX Presents March 27 

Annual Chamber Golf Outing, June 18 
Oil Heritage Festival July 23-26 

Chamber Member Steak Fry August 20 
Cranberry Festival Spaghetti Dinner September 16 

Cranberry Festival September 19 

http://www.for-cu.com/
http://www.gillconsult.com/
http://www.hiexpress.com/franklinpa
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Get ready for the return of Downton Abbey at the Movies at Cranberry! 
 
What’s in store for Lady Mary and the other unlucky in love women of Downton Abbey? How will Edith live 
with her decision? Will the Dowager Countess of Grantham insult anyone else with her razor sharp tongue? 
 
Well, we know the answer to the last question already…But if you simply can’t wait for the answers to 
these questions and more, you’ll want to snag a seat at the Downton Abbey preview screening in Decem-
ber, where WQLN will air the first hour of Season 5.  
 
Join WQLN for a kick off to Season 5 of Downton Abbey at the Movies at Cranberry on Sunday, December 
7.  Seating is limited and RSVPs are required. To reserve your seat at the Downton Abbey preview contact 
Jocelyn at (814) 217-6055 or jtaylor@wqln.org.   

 
  

 

Because the goodwill of those we serve is the foundation of 
our success, it is a pleasure at this holiday time to say 

“Thank You” as we wish you a full year of happiness and 
success. 

 

Merry Christmas and  
Happy New Year 

Susan, Dottie & The Venango Area Chamber of Commerce  
Board of Directors 

mailto:jtaylor@wqln.org
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Promote Your Business in December! 

 

The Chamber is preparing for the holidays by cleaning and decorating and readying our office for our      
December 18th Open House/Mixer.  We've cleared off our shelves and would like to invite our members to 
adopt one for the month of December. Those interested can set up a small display on a shelf , 34" wide, 
131/2"high and 12"deep. Please note the following: 

 

Displays may include sample products and information including business cards. 

 

 Displays should be in place by December 8th and removed by January 5th. 
 Shelves are available on a first come/first serve basis. There are 16 shelves available. 
 You must be a chamber member . 
 While there is no fee, we are asking you to donate an item or gift certificate to be used as a door 

prize at our December Open House. 
 This is a promotional opportunity. No sales will be made by the Chamber. 

 

Call the Chamber at 814-676-8521 to reserve you shelf. 



8  

Venango Area Chamber of Commerce   ●   (814) 676-8521   ●   www.venangochamber.org               

YWCA of Oil City Hosts Sweet Treats 

The YWCA of Oil City, 109 Central Avenue, will be having 
their annual Sweet Treats event on Saturday, December 6th 
from 9 am – 2 pm.   

Lunch will be served from 11 am – 1 pm.  Also  featured at 
the event will be homemade Christ-
mas Cookies for sale by the dozen or 
individually, several craft vendors, 
holiday gift items and accessories 
and a basket raffle with a choice of 
25 themed baskets.   

Start your holiday shopping early!  

QuickBooks 2014 Level I and Level II  
Classes Offered by Clarion SBDC 

If you've recently purchased QuickBooks or plan to in the 
near future we can help you learn the basics. In QuickBooks 
Level I you will learn to create, use and maintain your books 
with ease. Keep track of your payables and receivables. If you 
are  familiar with the basics, come and see what else this 
amazing accounting program can do for you in QuickBooks 
Level II. Learn how to run professional looking reports, per-
sonalized your forms, send letters through Microsoft Word, 
export to Excel and more. 

Dates: Tuesday, January 13, 2015 (Level I) and Tuesday, 
January 20, 2015 (Level II)(Registration Deadline: Friday, 
January 9, 2015/ January 16, 2015) 

 

Where: Clarion University SBDC 
330 North Point Drive Suite 100 (Barnes Center) 
Clarion PA 16214-3873 

 

Time: 8:30 am to 4:30 pm (Registration begins at 8:15 am 
and On Your Own 1 Hour Lunch) 

 

Cost: $199.00 for one 7-hour session. Save $38.00 and         
register for both QuickBooks Level I and QuickBooks Level II 
classes for $360.00 (Cost includes QuickBooks training      
manual) 

 

Register online at http://web.clarion.edu/SBDC/Training  or 
Call the SBDC at (814) 393-2060 or Toll free at 1 (877) 292-
1843 or Email: sbdc@clarion.edu 

http://www.northwestsavingsbank.com/
http://www.fscas.org/
http://www.choicehotels.com/
http://t.lt02.net/q/TRicAtgWC3quU64TNIOIARkt6wT6p1c3w1pAizfsoMrRQmBGsUDgT-PxV
mailto:sbdc@clarion.edu?subject=Email%20From%20Listrak%20Eblast
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The Holiday Shoppe  

@  
Drake Well Museum and Park  

 
Saturday, December 13, 2014  

1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.  
 

Discover how children in the  
19th century celebrated the holidays.  
Create a holiday cracker, sing carols,  

enjoy a holiday treat and more!  
 

For children in 1st –5th grades  
Registration is required.  

Admission $5.00 per child  
 

For information or to register,  
call (814) 827-2797  

Oil City Christmas Past  
to be held the First  
Weekend of December 

 

Oil City’s 14th Annual Christmas 
Past event will be held on Thurs-
day, December 4th until Sunday, 
December 7th in downtown Oil 
City.  Family friendly activities are 
hosted by many community 
groups and organizations.  
 
A full schedule of events is avail-
able in local stores and online at  
www. oi lci t ymai nstre et . org/oi lc i t y/a sset s/Fi le /
ChristmasPastBrochure_2014.pdf. 
 
The Jingle Bell Run 5K (run/walk) will have a new route 
this year through downtown Oil City. Cost is $19, or $15 if 
pre-registered by Nov. 25.  Registration forms are avail-
able at www.oilcitymainstreet.org/oilcity/assets/File/
OilCity_JingleBell5K_2014regform.pdf. 

http://www.cranberrymall.com/
http://www.hagan1.com/
http://www.venangocountydailynews.com/
http://www.nextsteptherapy.net/
http://www.oilcitymainstreet.org/oilcity/assets/File/ChristmasPastBrochure_2014.pdf
http://www.oilcitymainstreet.org/oilcity/assets/File/ChristmasPastBrochure_2014.pdf
http://www.oilcitymainstreet.org/oilcity/assets/File/OilCity_JingleBell5K_2014regform.pdf
http://www.oilcitymainstreet.org/oilcity/assets/File/OilCity_JingleBell5K_2014regform.pdf
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 
 

PRESIDENT LORI SIBBLE  Edward Jones Investments, Seneca  
 
V.P.  DAVE SNEDDEN  Hagan Business Machines 
 
SECRETARY BETH HARMAN  Northwest Savings Bank 
 
TREASURER MATT CALDWELL  Caldwell Printing Services 
      
  DR. KATE ECKERT  Eckert Chiropractic 
 
  EMILY FETCKO  Moxie Media 
 
  SALLY HARDS  Webco Industries, Inc. 
  
  BUTCH   
  HARGENRADER  Pepsi Bottling Company 
   
  DR. RYAN JACKSON Gonstead Family Chiropractic 
 
  BILL KAPP  Action Auto Service, Inc. 
 
  WENDY LINEMAN PA CareerLink 
 
  DEB LUTZ  Oil Region Alliance 
 
  GREG MERKEL  McFate & Merkel Law Office 
      
  JOYCE MORGAN  UPMC Northwest 
 
   
EXECUTIVE 
DIRECTOR SUSAN WILLIAMS swilliams@venangochamber.org 

 
EXECUTIVE 
ASSISTANT    DOTTIE TAWNEY   dtawney@venangochamber.org 
 
INTERN  ASHLEY COWLES   acowles@venangochamber.org 

Mary Kay hosts Adopt A Grandparent for Christmas 
 

It’s that time of year when we want to do something to help make the 
holidays special for people in our community.  For the past two years our 
Mary Kay unit has adopted the residents at the Oil City Golden Living 
Home & Oakwood Heights and has presented each of them with a special 
gift for Christmas.  We will begin our campaign again this year on          
November 1st.  
 

We are asking businesses and individuals in the community to help us with this project by adopting a 
grandparent for Christmas.  Your $15 donation will sponsor a special gift set (including a fragrance free 
hand cream and lip balm) for one resident and enable them to have a Merry Christmas.   Your business 
card or name will be attached to the gift set so they will know that it is a gift from you or your business. 
This may be the only Christmas gift some of the residents receive. 

 

Last year we were able to give 257 residents a Merry Christmas by visiting with them and presenting them 
their gift. 

 

Contact Marla McVay for more information or to make your donation at 657-4449 or 
mcvay13@hotmail.com. 

http://www.fun-bank.com/
http://www.edwardjones.com/
http://www.brightideas-lc.com/
http://www.foreverradio.com/
http://www.gatesandburnsrealestate.com/
mailto:mcvay13@hotmail.com
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Let's Play a Game 
by Kurtis Bell 
 

Maybe you've been in this situation before; you've committed to hosting a networking 
event or have registered for a trade show where you will be networking but have no idea 
how to engage people and make yourself memorable. Perhaps you have considered the 
standard food and drink, display tables to showcase what you do, or even flashy            
giveaways to drive traffic toward your booth. Why not consider something else?         
Something not many people do that can really create a buzz and get people talking.  

 

At a trade show this year, I employed a new strategy and offered a networking scavenger hunt. To complete 
the hunt, participants had to talk to other attendees and vendors to collect pictures or other items that 
would help them win. This activity literally got people talking and was helpful in creating opportunities for 
participants to talk to people they may usually not or even people with whom they thought they had nothing 
in common. The activity also allowed me to engage with many more attendees and vendors than I had in   
previous events.  

 

I would strongly recommend trying this at your next networking event or trade show. Through this activity, I 
was able to turn some of the interactions I had in to lasting business relationships with some great people. 
These relationships have allowed me to pass on and receive some great referrals that I may not have had the 
chance to facilitate otherwise. As always, if you have any questions on this activity or would like my template 
that I used, feel free to contact me at kurtis.smbybell@gmail.com. Thanks again for reading and I look         
forward to helping you add a great activity to your next trade show or networking event.  

CHRISTMAS OPEN HOUSE  
 

BROWN’S PURE MAPLE PRODUCTS 

 

855 POLK CUTOFF 
POLK, PA  16342 
(814) 437-9414 

 

 DECEMBER 5 and 6, 2014 
10:00 A.M. – 6:00 P.M. 

 

DOOR PRIZES 
 REFRESHMENTS 

REDI- MADE GIFT BASKETS 
OR DESIGN YOUR OWN BASKET 

STOCKING STUFFERS 

 

TAKE HOME SOME MAPLE COATED NUTS 
FOR YOUR HOLIDAY ENTERTAINING. 

 

MANY OF OUR PRODUCTS WILL BE AVAILABLE TO SAMPLE. 

http://www.somecleanthoughts.blogspot.com/
http://www.chamberchoice.com/
mailto:kurtis.smbybell@gmail.com
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR OF EVENTS AVAILABLE 
AT WWW.VENANGOCHAMBER.ORG/CALENDAR 

May    4:   FLEX First Friday Lunch 

May  15:   Board of Directors Meeting 

May  21:   FLEX Meeting   -  5:30PM 

 

COMMUNITY CALENDAR OF EVENTS AVAILABLE 
AT WWW.VENANGOCHAMBER.ORG/CALENDAR 

 

 

    
 
 

 

This Calendar of Events is brought to you by:  
4 Your Car Connection & Verify! 

The Venango Area Chamber of Commerce builds, serves and promotes regional business. 

PRSRT STD 
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 
PERMIT # 280 

41 MAIN STREET P.O. BOX 376 OIL CITY, PA 16301  

Address Service Requested 

 
 
 

December   3: Cross Creek Mixer , 5-7PM 
December   5: FLEX First Friday Lunch  -  Log Cabin  
December 10: FLEX Meeting-Chamber Office, 5:30PM 
December 18: Board of Directors Meeting  8AM 
December 18: Venango Chamber Mixer , 5-7PM 
December 25/26: Chamber Closed 

COMMUNITY CALENDAR OF EVENTS AVAILABLE 
AT WWW.VENANGOCHAMBER.ORG/CALENDAR 

 
 
 
January 1: Chamber Closed 
January  2: FLEX First Friday Lunch   
January  9: Board of Directors Meeting  8AM 
January  14: FLEX Meeting-Chamber Office, 5:30PM 
January  22: Rep. R. Lee James  Mixer , 5-7PM 

http://www.4yourcarconnection.com/
http://www.verifyservices.net/
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Young Professionals Answer the Call 

 

As we head into 2015, many organizations will lose valuable board members who have exhausted their 
terms of service. The call is out for those who might be interested in serving to fill these seats next and 
young professionals are often the target audience for the invitation. “Many nonprofits recognize the     
importance of attracting a the next generation of volunteers and donors through board service. Young 
professionals are joining boards in record numbers--strengthening nonprofits by lending their skills 
and expertise, leveraging their relationships, and making philanthropic contributions.  In return, board 
service allows young professionals to actively participate in a personally meaningful cause, develop 
new leadership skills, and express their autonomy in a way they may not be able to yet at work. Board 
service is a great way to get more hands-on experience and take ownership of a cause while maintain-
ing a more predictable extracurricular schedule than is often the case with traditional volunteer 
work. “ (Erin J. Law, https://philanthropynewyork.org)  
 

Many local boards are fortunate to be gaining willing volunteers, but will they be a good match?  Asking 
board candidates key questions should be an important first step in identifying the right person for the 
board. Consider asking these 4 questions: 

 

1. Can you fulfill our board’s fiduciary and legal oversight responsibilities? 
2. How have you already demonstrated a passion for organizations like ours? 
3. Do you have the time to serve on our board? 
4. Are you able to meet the board fundraising requirement? (If the organization has one.) 

 

So you’ve been asked to serve. Depending on the organization or the person who in contacting you 
with the invitation to serve, you may be very flattered.  It certainly can be an honor to be identified as 
being qualified to sit on the leadership team with other respected business leaders. It is important to 
understand what your role and responsibilities will be. In a not-for-profit organization, the board mem-
bers are responsible to the stakeholders, which may include the local community or those served by the 
organization. 

 

Together, the board and the organizations management strive to align long-term goals and the organi-
zation's vision with attainable short-term objectives. Before even considering accepting a board seat, 
you should ask yourself:  

 

1. Do I believe in the cause/vision of this organization? 
2. Am I in the particular stage of my life to add the responsibilities of board membership? 

(i.e., career, personal life, social life, growing children, aging parents, etc.) 
3. What can I personally contribute to the board? 
4. What do I hope to gain from being a member of the board? 



 

FLEX ●   (814) 676-8521   ●   www.venangochamber.org/chamber/flex             
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www.bridgebuilderscommunityfoundations.com 

Connecting Donors to Philanthropy Since 1975 

206 Seneca Street 

Oil City, PA 16301 

P: 814.677.8687 

F: 814.677.3404 

10 Behaviors That Could Kill Your Career 

By Jack Welch 

Careers rarely follow a smooth, linear trajectory. If you’re 
experiencing a stalled or faltering career — and most of us 
do at some point or another — take a good look in the       
mirror. Are you guilty of exhibiting any of these common   
behaviors? These ten career-killing pitfalls can mean the   
difference between an upward ride and a downward spiral at 
work. If you recognize your own behaviors here, make it 
your mission to change them — before you have to. In time, 
you’re likely to see your career move from a stall to a soar. 

 Misfiring on performance or values  -  Over committing 
and under-delivering. 

 Resistance to change  -  Failing to embrace new ideas. 
 Being a Problem Identifier vs a Problem Solver. 
 Winning over your boss but not your business peer 

group. 
 Always worrying about your next career move versus   

focusing on the present. 
 Running for office – it’s totally transparent to everyone 

but you! 
 Self-importance  -  exhibiting a humorless, rigid attitude. 
 Lacking the courage and conviction to push back on the 

system. 
 Forgetting to develop your own succession plan for when 

you get promoted. 
 Complacency  -  you’ve stopped growing. 

Local small business owner, Emily Kovacks, is a successful businesswoman who is al-
ways on the move. She owns and operates Em's Cakes as well as representing Racer X 
magazine in their marketing department. She loves her work as it allows her to name her 
own hours with her own company, as well as enjoy plenty of travel with Racer X.  
 
Emily is an Oil City native and like many others, has truly grown to appreciate everything 
the region has to offer its residents. She enjoys spending time outdoors whether it be 
hiking, kayaking, or simply exploring the treasures the region has to offer.  

 
If there was one thing Emily would pass on to other young professionals or aspiring young professionals it 
would be that you do not always have to follow the standard or traditional paths to a career. She found out 
for herself that pursuing one's passion with hard work and dedication can pay off. After high school, Emily 
put forth the effort to transform her passion in to a career. She opted out of the traditional path, pouring 
her time and energy in to perfecting her craft. It was through these efforts, that she is able to lead the life-
style she loves.  

http://www.joilingerie.com/
C:/Users/Ashley Stroup-McCaul/Documents/bickley-script-let-plain[1].ttf
http://www.bridgebuilderscommunityfoundations.com
http://www.somecleanthoughts.blogspot.com/


 

“The Future of Venango Area Business!”  
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Energetic; outgoing; creative; are three words that come to mind when thinking of area 
young professional, Russell Lineman. Lineman is a Venango County native who has turned 
a his passion for motocross in to a business. Russell owns and operates Lineman MX 
which is every motocross rider's best friend.  
 

Lineman MX retails and manufactures products to help active individuals, particularly mo-
tocross athletes, stay on top of their game. Russell has taken a holistic approach to maxi-
mizing athletes' potential. The site offers performance supplements, athletic development 
products, and lifestyle accessories for extreme sport athletes.   

 

Russell prides himself on his non-traditional approach to business, saying you do not have to have a formal 
business education but rather real word experience and a strong desire to improve every day to be success-
ful in the business world. He has found success in following his passions whether it be in his own business or 
his other position as Director of Sales for Logic Replace, a web development firm. At logic Replace, Russell 
coordinates all sales for the company's North American clients. 
 

Lineman enjoys traveling and is thrilled with the travel afforded to him by his career path. He is able to 
travel for Logic Replace to meet with clients and can travel with his career in professional motocross as well.  

Gifts for the Young Professional 
 

By Susan Williams 
 

If you are reading this, you likely have a young professional 
you will be shopping for this holiday season.  Or maybe you 
are the YP that is being asked “What’s on your Christmas 
wish list?”  I have three young professionals right in my own 
home so I did what I always do...I went to google for advice.  
This actually seemed like a pretty good list, so I thought I’d 
share it in case you need some help too! 
 
iPad/Tablet /E-reader  

 

Work briefcase  

 

A gift card - Especially of their favorite coffee or tea haunts.  

 

Domain name 

 

Business Card holders 

 

Magazine Subscriptions 

 

Office chair massage cushion  

 

Gift card for Spotify  

 

Amazon Fire TV Stick 
 

A plant for their desk 
 
I’ll be shopping Small Business Saturday to see what our    
local retailers have to offer and it will be handy to have this 
list in my back pocket. 

http://www.chirodrkate.com/
http://www.nicolesbridal.com/
http://www.galaxyfcu.com/


 

FLEX ●   (814) 676-8521   ●   www.venangochamber.org/chamber/flex             

OUR MISSION 
FLEX represents the needs and interests of Young Professionals by positioning ourselves  

as leaders, entrepreneurs and advocates for the sustainability of the Venango Area  
through civic engagement, leadership development and networking.  

Where you’ll find FLEX in November: 
 

FLEX First Friday Lunch  December 5 at the Log Cabin in Seneca 
 
Monthly Meeting  -  December 10th @ 5:30 pm, Venango Chamber Conf. Room 
 
Chamber events  -   Check out the Chamber’s Calendar of Events at 
   www.venangochamber.org 

VenangoFLEX 

Text FLEX to 42828 to be added to our email list                   email: flex@venangochamber.org 

Oil City Area YMCA  5K Turkey Trot 

Dedicated Runners Support Local Races 
 

While most of us are trying to figure our how to stay inside and warm  on these blustery days, there are 
brave souls among us who willingly suit up and hit the streets,  running local 5k races.  These races  most of-
ten serve as fundraisers for local non-profits  organizations and causes.  One of the most recent races was the 
YWCA 5K Turkey Trot.  For FLEX President Will Price, this was his first ever 5K.. Several other FLEX mem-
bers and young professionals participated, including Isaac Grove. Isaac was on team Moving With Purpose 
on the won the Screaming Turkey Award for having the most participants in the YMCA Turkey Trot!  
 
The Jingle Bell 5K is coming up next, on Saturday, December 6th in downtown Oil City. Registration forms 
are available at www.oilcitymainstreet.org.  Not a runner but want in on some of the fun?  Volunteers are 
still needed. To offer your help, contact Kathy Bailey at  814-677-3152. 

Moving With Purpose, winner of the Screaming Turkey 
Award for having the most participants in the YMCA 
Turkey Trot!  

Terry Roberts hands out trophies  
and medals to race winners. 

Will Price with Judy-Clark 
Millar and Jayme Millar 

http://www.venangochamber.org
http://www.facebook.com/VenangoFLEX
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