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“Life starts all over again when
it gets crisp in the Fall.”
~ F. Scott Fitzgerald

Venango Area Chamber of Commerce Fall 2014 Main Street window design contest winner.

See inside for how Chamber Members
are preparing for the holiday season.
“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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WELCOMES NEW MEMBERS
FPS Energy
Dale Olson
131 Stanley Road
Seneca, PA 16346
eMail: daleolson@FPSenergy.com
Web: www.FPSenergy.com
Phone: (814) 493-5798
Fax: (814) 732-0775
Published: Energy Consulting

LIFE Leadership
Grant Meabon
210 Imperial Street Apt. A
Oil City, PA 16301
Phone: (814) 673-0272
eMail: meabongrant@yahoo.com
Web: www.lifeleadership.com
Published: Education

SendOutCards
Pat Winger
1550 Westview Drive
Franklin, PA 16323
Phone:
eMail: patricia.winger@gmail.com

Frontline Power Solutions (FPS) is a comprehensive energy solutions company. FPS is a
collective of industry experts who have been
on the "Frontline" of energy procurement,
sales, marketing, analysis and information
technology in the power industry since the
dawn of deregulation.

LIFE is a company that specializes in producing personal development materials offered
for sale through independent Life Members.
One of the mainstays of the LIFE approach to
personal growth is the development of
communities that encourage people to
improve their leadership, people skills, and
other core competencies.

Our unique online greeting card and gift system enables people to act quickly on their
promptings and we find joy in providing a
tool that has proven to change countless
lives time and time again. In less than 60
seconds, you can choose your custom card,
add a personal photo, write your heartfelt,
inspirational, or cheerful message and click
send.

Advertising Deadline
The deadline for 2014 Business Connector advertising is November 30, 2013. If you are a previous
advertiser and would like your spot again, please call Dottie Tawney 677-8521 or email your ad to
dtawney@venangochamber.org.
New advertisers, please call Dottie for available space options.
@VenangoChamber
Venango Area
Chamber of Commerce

venangochamber

VenangoChamber
Venango Area Chamber
of Commerce Group
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Paper Lantern Workshop Planned

First Night® Oil City’s People Procession is becoming enlightened. In memory of Nancy
Cooley, George and Abby Cooley have planned to give all participants in the procession
an LED light for a lantern.
The procession will now be called “The Cool Night Light Procession.” George Cooley will
be heading two lantern-making workshops on Saturday, November 22 and December 6 ,
from 10AM - 4 PM at the National Transit Building. Community members will be creating
a lantern of their own which they can bring to the Procession during First Night. No
experience is necessary and all supplies will be provided. Cost is $5/participant. Fees will
be collected Gretchen McGinley, OVCA, PO Box 469 Franklin, PA. For more information,
email OVCA4U@yahoo.com.
Lanterns can be made at home out of willow branches, wire and tissue, soda
bottles, milk jugs, paper mache’ over balloons, just about anything goes.
On First Night, procession participants will gather at Pipeline Alley with their
lanterns. The Cooley family will provide the LED for the lantern. You can
come to the workshop or make a lantern on your own. Just bring it to the
Procession and we’ll light it up for you.

Growing Your Business in our Trail Towns
Your business can grow by connecting to the assets we already have outside your front door, our trails
and waterways, and providing the goods and services trail users need. Find out how and the resources
available to you on November 5, 2014 at the Days Inn in Oil City from 11:00 to 3:00. Learn:




How and where to put your limited marketing dollars;
Who and how many are coming here to use the trails and what they
need;
How to invite these customers to your business.

Do you know where the trails are in relation to your business? Find out where and who to ask for more
information.
The first thing that many think of as being a trail related business is an ice cream shop or a bike repair
shop or a bed and breakfast – of course, plus the restaurants and hotels. But what about the equipment
they are using? All of those boaters need a kayak roof rack or a trailer and hitch. Fishermen need bait and
tackle. Runners need shoes and hikers need boots. Campers need tents and bicyclists need helmets. They
all want supplies such as snacks and quick lunches. They need to stay connected so they look for free WiFi. Can you provide these things?
The Progress Fund’s Trail Town Program® and the Council on Greenways & Trails Nature Based Place
Making project are hosting the first networking summit along the Erie to Pittsburgh Trail (EPT). Businesses and community organizations are encouraged to attend and meet other partners from across the
EPT corridor. The Trail Town Summit will focus on various marketing opportunities including social media, targeting audiences, and other ways to attract customers to your storefront.
RSVPs are required to William Prince at wprince@progressfund.org or 724-216-9160 ext 318. The event
is free and lunch will be provided. For more information about the Trail Town Program find their website
at www.trailtowns.org.
“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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Ready or Not...Winter’s Coming
Hey skiers, are you ready for the first big snow
which is coming soon? Come to our Cross
Country Ski Clinic on Saturday, November 8
at 10:00 AM to learn how to physically and
mentally prepare for the season. Our expert
instructor, Russ Myer, will teach us some
training exercises and help us with technique. This clinic will
be part lecture but also hands on. You will learn to properly
prep and wax your skis. The cost of $30 includes the clinic,
lunch, and waxing a pair of skis. Hurry, because registration
needs to be in by November 3rd! Attached is more info and
the registration form or go to our website
www.friendsocsp.org.
The following Sundays have been scheduled for fall trail clean
up. We will be trimming and cutting brush, painting blazes on
old and new trails, doing some ditch work, picking up sticks,
etc. Please meet at the Ski Hut parking lot at 1:00 PM and
bring gloves, trimmers, clippers, small saws, etc. Here are the
dates: November 16 and 23, and December 7 (only if needed)
Hope you can come on out and help!

PennDOT Fees Are Increasing
Act 89, which became a law on November 25, 2013, amends
many sections of Title 75, including adjustments to the registration fees, effective January 2015. Act 89 represents an investment in Pennsylvania’s future, including increasing public
safety , driving commerce, creating jobs, and providing reliable funding for our transportation needs without leaving the
bill for our future generations.
The act amended the following sections of Title 75
 Section 1916 adjust the registration fee for trucks and
truck trailer for class 1 though class 25
 Section 1917 adjust the registration fee for motor buses
and limousines.
 Section 1918 adjust the registration fee for school buses
and school vehicle.
 Section 1932 adjust the duplicate registration cards fee
from $1.50-2.00 when requested at the time of renewal.
The new fees will appear on the registration renewal notice
sent to customers for the above vehicle types that have current expiration date of January 2015, or later. PennDOT will
being accepting the new fee on October 5, 2014, for registration renewals for the vehicle types listed above, that expire
January 2015 or later.
Please feel free to give us a call if you have and questions we
are here to help you with your needs .
Submitted by Allegheny Notary Service, 814-677-6683.
Venango Area Chamber of Commerce ● (814) 676-8521 ● www.venangochamber.org
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Small Business Saturday Comes to Oil City
The Oil City Main Street Program is joining communities
all over the country to celebrate Small Business Saturday
– a day founded by American Express in 2010 to help
small businesses with their most pressing need – getting
more customers.
The day encourages people to shop at small businesses
on the Saturday after Thanksgiving, and that single day
has grown into a powerful movement, with more people
taking part than ever before. This year the event is on
November 29th and the Oil City Main Street Program will
be promoting its locally-owned shops and restaurants
with a passport to encourage folks to visit multiple businesses and be entered into a drawing to win an Oil City
merchant gift basket. Stay tuned for more details!

Oil City’s Christmas Past – December 4th – 7th
Oil City’s Christmas Past weekend is an annual tradition…
but this year, the 14th annual event is even bigger than
before. The festivities begin on Thursday December 4th
with a tree-lighting ceremony in the Town Square, hosted
by Oil City Rotary, and continuing with a holiday concert
at the Free United Methodist Church. Friday’s events
carry on the tradition of Santa’s Arrival in Central Avenue
Plaza complete with carolers, activities for children and a
chili cook-off. Saturday will be packed with activities all
over town including the Jingle Bell Run 5K, Breakfast
with Santa, multiple craft & vendor festivals, a book signing, holiday tree display, live entertainment, and the annual Jack Rowley Christmas Dinner Show sponsored by
the Oil City Arts & Cultural Commission. The 4-day celebration will wrap up on Sunday with Santa’s Train Stop in
front of City Hall, and a viewing of the Polar Express
movie at the Venango Museum. Complete schedules will
soon be available in various locations as well as on the
Main Street website at www.oilcitymainstreet.org. Make
plans to join the fun!
“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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Member Spotlight on Impel Pilates and Yoga
Sisters Danae and Anna Mong, co-owners of Impel Pilates and yoga studio located at
1252 Liberty St. in Franklin, celebrated five years in business this past September.
Both women studied dance with Kathy Turner in Franklin for over 12 years. They
each made a move to Florida as young women but were compelled to return to
Venango County. During her time away, Danae became certified in Yoga and Pilates.
Anna pursued Pilates instruction as her career. Upon their return to Venango
County, the ladies investigated opening their own business. They were especially
pleased to find that the studio where they had studied dance for so long was available.
The idea of starting their own business, the only of its kind in our area, was a challenge that they could be
excited about. With the help of family and friends, they transformed the studio into a modern, yet comfortable space for their classes. When asked about what they enjoy most about owning a business in the
Venango County both Danae and Anna site the amount of support and closeness of community as ranking
high.
Pilates is a body conditioning routine that builds flexibility, strength, endurance and coordination. It increases circulation and helps strengthen the
body's core. People of any age or ability will find this to be an exercise that
they can enjoy and benefit from greatly. Along with Pilates, yoga classes are
offered with a variety of levels and types of classes, including Hot Yoga and
Booty Barre classes, held Monday through Friday. Schedules are available on
the website www.impelpilates.com. Impel Pilates also offers private classes.
They are provide workshops, lessons or classes offsite.
Danae and Anna describe their ideal customer as someone who is willing to
work hard and has a commitment to their health and fitness. They offer this
advice to other new business owners "be consistent as building your business
takes time, passion, and they positive attitude.”

UPMC Urgent Care Open House: Monday, November 3rd, 3 pm - 7 pm
UPMC Urgent Care Franklin, the eighth and newest UPMC Urgent Care
facility, opened its doors on July 28th. To celebrate our new center, we will
be hosting an Open House on Monday, November 3rd from 3 pm – 7 pm. A
ribbon cutting ceremony will take place at 3:30 pm. This event will be
open to the public and facility tours and light refreshments will be
provided.
UPMC Urgent Care Franklin is located at Pennwood Center, 464 Allegheny Blvd., Franklin, PA 16323.
This full-service, walk-in clinic offers patients of all ages convenient access to care from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m.,
seven days a week. We provide immediate treatment for minor illnesses and injuries such as colds, flu,
rashes, stitches and fractures, and no appointment is necessary. We also have on-site x-ray and laboratory
services.
UPMC Urgent Care Franklin is another convenient way for patients to access the high-quality care close to
home that they have come to depend on from UPMC.
For more information regarding UPMC Urgent Care, visit our website at www.UPMC.com/UrgentCare.
Venango Area Chamber of Commerce ● (814) 676-8521 ● www.venangochamber.org
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Spotlight on Wingate by Wyndham Hotel
The Venango Area Chamber is happy to welcome Wingate by Wyndham
Hotel as a member of the Chamber! The hotel is located in Erie near Peach
Street and Interstate 90 in the heart of the restaurant and retail district.
They are just three miles from the Presque Isle Downs Casino, about 15
minutes from Presque Isle State Park, and a short walk to Splash Lagoon.
The Wingate by Wyndham Hotel opened seven years ago and offers affordable luxury to both business and leisure travelers. Because Erie is a location where many people
from Venango County travel to shop, eat, and more, the Wingate has had the opportunity to meet many
from our area, in which they appreciate the friendliness of Venango County visitors.
Some of the affordable luxury at the Wingate by Wyndham Hotel includes comfy over-sized rooms, Jacuzzi suites, breakfast with a wide array of both hot and cold choices, a heated pool and whirlpool, high
speed internet, a fitness room, and complimentary shuttle service.
Besides accommodations for leisurely visiting, the Wingate by Wyndham Hotel offers options for visitors there for business. The hotel has a special corporate rate on weekdays, special meeting and conference room rates, and a complimentary 24-hour business center. Wyndham Rewards are also available,
in which visitors can use them at over 6,500 properties.
Whether you are visiting Erie to do some Christmas shopping or you are
there for business, the Wingate Hotel by Wyndham has options for everyone. For more information or to book a room, you can visit their website at
www.wingatehotels.com. When asked for any advice for new business owners, Wingate told us “network, network, network,” and we think they have
made a great decision by joining us at the Chamber. Please join us in welcoming Wingate by Wyndham Hotel!

Spotlight on Porch Music Store
Porch Music Store is part of Franklin's business incubator at the Liberty Galleria. Not your typical music
store, the Porch Music Store focuses on entry level folk instruments and hand crafted instruments made
from recycled materials. The store also carries accessories such as strings, stands, tuners, drum sticks
and picks.
“It all began on Holly's front porch,” said co-owner and instrument builder
Linda Henderson. “Friends and neighbors gathered there to sing and play
old songs. Soon we were looking for easy instruments for them to learn to
play. We began building canjo's, a one stringed instrument with a can as a
resonator, 3 string cigarbox strum sticks and ukulele's.”
“We just celebrated our first year anniversary at the Galleria with a brand
new display.” Holly Gibbons said, “We are also re-sellers for several large
distributors and will continue to add to our product offerings – new and
handmade by us.”
To learn more, visit the Liberty Galleria or contact Holly
Gibbons at 814-657-6800 or you can find us on the web
at www.porchmusicstore.com
“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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Business Insurance Dividend Program - Penn National
Chamber members are eligible to participate in a dividend program
through Penn National Insurance chamber member program. Depending
on the total group premium and total group claims experience, Penn National customers could earn an annual dividend on coverage you already
need to buy. Five participating members of the Venango Area Chamber of Commerce have received $7,000
in dividends through the ChamberChoice business insurance program based on the period April 2012-May
2013. The program , through Penn National Insurance, pays a dividend based on the total group premium
and claims experience. While dividends are not guaranteed, members have received double-digit returns in
the first two years of the program.
ChamberChoice features enhanced coverage on auto, business owners, property, workers compensation and general liability. Equipment breakdown coverage is automatically
included with business owners and property policies. Member agents offer local claim
and customer support service. Contact Chamber member Barr’s Insurance to see how
your business can enroll in this amazing program. For more information about the ChamberChoice insurance program, visit www.ChamberChoice.com or call the Chamber at 814-676-8521.

Chamber Annual Dinner/Citizen of the Year, February 18
FLEX Presents March 27
Annual Chamber Golf Outing, June 18
Oil Heritage Festival July 23-26
Chamber Member Steak Fry August 20
Cranberry Festival Spaghetti Dinner September 16
Cranberry Festival September 19

Promote Your Business in December!
The Chamber is preparing for the holidays by cleaning and decorating and readying our office for our December 18th Open House/Mixer. We've cleared off our shelves and would like to invite our members to
adopt one for the month of December. Those interested can set up a small display on a shelf , 34" wide,
131/2"high and 12"deep. Please note the following:
Displays may include sample products and information including business cards.





Displays should be in place by December 8th and removed by January 5th.
Shelves are available on a first come/first serve basis. There are 16 shelves available.
You must be a chamber member .
While there is no fee, we are asking you to donate an item or gift certificate to be used as a door
prize at our December Open House.
 This is a promotional opportunity. No sales will be made by the Chamber.
Call the Chamber at 814-676-8521 to reserve you shelf.

Venango Area Chamber of Commerce ● (814) 676-8521 ● www.venangochamber.org
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Salvation Army 2014 Annual Campaign at Christmas – “Heart To God; Hand to Man”

When our community contributes in any way to The Salvation Army's Christmas
Campaign, they are changing lives throughout the year. Monetary donations received
during the Christmas season; including donations to the familiar red kettle, fund critical
social service programs like the free community meal program, food pantry, after school
program, summer day camp, social development programs and many more.
As in years past they have added "Treasures for Children" tree locations. These are where donors can pick
a tag off from a Christmas tree that is a request from a specific child for a new, unwrapped Christmas toy.
There is also a "Treasures for Seniors" tree at Northwest Savings Bank in Cranberry. At this location,
donors can pick a tag for a new, unwrapped gift for a senior. Here are those opportunities:
ADOPT A KETTLE
Adopt a kettle for a day or for a shift and you or your organization provide the kettle
workers for that time. You simply pick a day & time and then you organize a group of
people to stand the kettle that day. You could get eight people to stand one hour each
or four people to stand two hours each, etc. You could pick a whole eight hour day or
even portions of the day. The days or evenings available for you or your group to
stand the kettles are Thursday, November 13 to Tuesday, December 23. If you feel
this is a way that you can help please call Major Ron Starnes and schedule a day for
your team to stand at a kettle.
SPONSOR A KETTLE
The next way that you can choose to help is to sponsor a kettle. There are different sponsor levels and if
you have not received a letter from the Salvation Army call and they will send you the list.
ADOPT A FAMILY
This is a great opportunity for groups. organizations and companies to tangibly help one of our neighbors!
When you adopt a family, your group agrees to be Santa to a family who needs Christmas assistance. You'll
be responsible for purchasing new gifts for family members and provide a food basket for their Christmas
dinner. The Salvation Army coordinates the "adoption" by providing you with the genders, ages and gift
preferences for your family. The Salvation Army will then coordinate delivery of the gifts and food -- in
some cases, your group will have the choice to deliver so that you can see the impact your blessing has on
others. For more information or to sign up to share your blessings, contact The Salvation Army at (814)
677-4056.

Santa Express at the Oil Creek & Titusville Railroad
Guess who is riding the Oil Creek & Titusville Railroad? Old Saint
Nick will be aboard the Santa Express. Santa's train will be leaving
from the Perry Street Station in Titusville, Pa on Saturday November 29th and Saturday December 6th. Perry Street Station opens at
9:30 a.m. with train departure at 1:00 p.m. See the snow covered
hills that encompass the Oil Region. As the train travels the beautiful Oil Creek Valley, enjoy Christmas Caroling by local students and
meet Santa Claus. Parents, bring your cameras for pictures with
"Jolly Old St. Nick." When you return to the Perry Street Station you
can warm up with complimentary hot chocolate and cookies.
Tickets on sale now - reservations are required. Call 814-676-1733.
“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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Venango Chamber Now Accepting Nominations for Citizen of the Year
The Venango Area Chamber of Commerce is now accepting nominations for its Outstanding Citizen Award.
Each year, the Chamber bestows the award upon an individual or individuals who consistently evidence
civic leadership through volunteerism and service to their community. The Outstanding Citizen Award is
among the Chamber’s most prestigious community recognition awards.
The nominating committee is looking for Venango County citizens who demonstrate a well-rounded and
deep-rooted commitment to family and community. Nominees must be community volunteers with
records of extensive and diverse participation in community service and civic involvement, aside from
accomplishments directly related to the candidate’s employment.
Those wishing to nominate individuals for the Outstanding Citizen Award must submit an official nomination form along with a nominating letter that describes the nominee’s background and qualifications for
this award. Those having previously nominated candidates for the Outstanding Citizen awards may
re-nominate a candidate by sending an updated nomination letter along with a nomination form.
Nomination forms are available at the Chamber of Commerce at 41 Main Street in Oil City, or can be mailed
or emailed by calling the chamber office at (814) 676-8521. You may also download a form at
www.venangochamber.org, by clicking “Connect”, then “Recognition Awards”. Completed nomination
forms should be sent to the Citizens of the Year Nominating Committee, P.O. Box 376, Oil City, PA 16301.
The 2013 Citizens of the Year were Orie and Betty Hepler. The 2014 Citizen of the Year will be recognized
at the Chamber’s Annual Dinner, to be held in February at Cross Creek Resort.
The deadline for submitting a nomination is Monday, November 17, 2014.

Your Boring, Ugly Business Card: Part 2
by Kurtis Bell
Last month, we opened a can of worms with the age old business card discussion. This month, we’re going
to dive head first in to that lovely mess to see how we can optimize our business cards.
Once again, here’s the big take home point; your card is a little piece of you and your company that stays
with each new contact you encounter. With that being said, rule #1 is “Make sure your information is clear
and concise.” You might as well not even bother with a card if the information it contains can not be
deciphered. Also, no one wants to read a novella just to find your email address or what kind of service
your company provides. Use your card as a way for people to quickly recall who you are.
Now, how can you make your card stand out in a crowd? We’ve all
been there, sorting through that stack of cards from the last networking event. You have this daunting stack of 2”x3.5” cards that all seem
to blend together. In talking with Lindsay of high wire media, I
recalled her card. It is a black card printed on metallic silver paper
with rounded corners. Through a couple small deviations from the
norm she was able to create a simple, elegant business card that
delivers the important information and is aesthetically pleasing.
Thanks again for reading, and if your card is in need of a facelift,
contact Lindsay at high wire media:
lindsay.highwiremedia@gmail.com.

Just a few of the Chamber member cards on display in our office

Venango Area Chamber of Commerce ● (814) 676-8521 ● www.venangochamber.org
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Oil Region Hosts Oil Creek 100 Trail Runs by L. Bernie Kober

I'd heard of 5K's before and marathons (about 26 miles) and even 50K's (about 31 miles). But 100 miles?
I, not being a runner, took a minute to consider whether that was humanly possible. Sure enough, it is
possible, and the 100 mile run is done in about 17 to 20 hours by the very best. I witnessed this on an
October weekend when I volunteered for the Oil Creek 100.
The race actually consists of a 50K, a 100K, and a 100 Mile runs. It takes place on trails through Oil Creek
State Park on an October weekend, just in time for the leaves to change color and make for a beautiful
view of the Pennsylvania foothills. Aside from calling the trails grueling and unforgiving, I heard runners
say also how nice the Oil Region looks this time of year.
About 400 runners participate in the race each year. People from many different states across the nation
and even some people from different countries come to the Oil Region for this event. I have never seen a
more diverse group of people in Venango County. It's an event like this that can increase outsiders' awareness of the historic Oil Region and help put our area on the map.
I'm told many of these competitors participate in several 100K or 100M events which are held in different
states across the country. Oil Creek State Park is just one stop on their trip. They seemed to know one
another too. One lady shouted across the aid station pavilion to an older gentlemen, "Hey, you did well in
the Kansas City event, didn't you?"
These runners are serious athletes. The competitors were conscious of who they were running against
and had in mind who they would beat to the finish line - or at least try to. There's no mistaking it: it is a
competition.
For spectators, it was just plain fun to watch the runners compete at a high level for two days. For volunteers, it was a chance to help out with an impressive display of athleticism and, meanwhile, have a hand in
something big and important for our area.
The event couldn't go on without a number of local volunteers. Four Aid stations, as they're called, are set
along the 30+ mile loop and provide food, beverages, and the all-essential water bottle fill-up for the runners. It takes a lot of people to help make an event of this size successful. It's not necessarily a difficult job,
but it takes a number of volunteers to support the participants in a variety of ways. Some of the most dedicated volunteers even stay through the night as runners arrive at the aid station intermittently until dawn.
I personally helped set up and tear down an aid station, made PB&J sandwiches, filled up runners' water
bottles, and did a variety of other things when asked. When the first runner out-in-front jogged by
our aid station and shouted, "Thank you volunteers!" we felt appreciated and important. Then, when a girl
arrived at our aid station at a late hour of the night and asked us through her chattering teeth for a cup of
hot soup to keep warm, we knew we were helping out.
I pledged to help out at next year's Oil Creek 100 because I was so inspired by the runners and believe in
the good it brings to our area. We welcome new volunteers.
Sure, our area puts on several great festivals and events but Oil Creek 100 is
one that not enough people know about. I'm a little ashamed to say that I was
never aware this event went on until a few weeks ago. I've already told my family, friends, and neighbors about it, now it's time for the rest of us to spread the
word. When I volunteer again next year I hope to see even more locals there as
volunteers or supporters. It's a chance witness a great event, watch an intense
competition, volunteer filling water bottles at our aid station and maybe even
get inspired enough to join the race the next year! To find out more about the
Oil Creek 100 Trail Runs, visit www.oilcreek100.org or contact Susan Williams
Chamber member
Tambra
Sabatini completed
to volunteer at Aid Station 4.
the Oil Creek 100 K

“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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Mustard Seed Mission Benefit
We welcome to this community Chip and
Maureen Galiber who recently moved to
Oil City from Australia. Maureen, an
accomplished international singer, and
her husband have arranged a concert at
Oil City First Presbyterian Church, 215
East Bissell Avenue, on Friday, November
7, from 7 to 9:30 p.m., the proceeds of
which will be donated to the Mustard
Seed Mission.
Advance tickets will be available in the church office or may be
ordered
by
phone
(676-2769)
or
by
e-mail
(firstpresby@comcast.net). $10 per person ($70 for a table of
8). Tickets at the door will be $12.50.
Maureen started singing professionally at the age of 17. While
she was the resident singer in one of the largest and most
prestigious social clubs in Australia, she supported various
invited American artists such as Roberta Flack, Dionne
Warwick, Hot Chocolate, K.C. and the Sunshine Band, Johnny
Mathias, Tina Turner, and the late Sammy Davis, Jr. In
addition, she performed for five years at the Sydney InterContinental Hotel, and some of her other venues included
Palestine, Muscat, Osman, Dubai, Singapore, Washington, D.C.,
Cairns, Thailand, and various international cruise ships. One
of her career
highlights was touring with David Bowie
during his Australian and New Zealand tour performing in
front of over 42,000 fans.
She is an absolute delight! What a great opportunity to enjoy
talent of this caliber; and at the same time, contribute to such a
worthwhile mission. Get a table of your friends together and
enjoy an amazing night of music! Refreshments provided.
Venango Catholic High School will be hosting its Annual
Roast Beef Dinner on Sunday, November 9 at the school
cafeteria. Serving time will be from 11:30 AM to 2:00 PM.
The menu includes roast beef, mashed potatoes, gravy,
corn, applesauce, rolls, dessert, and beverage. Come and
join us for a delicious meal, Chinese Auction, and Bake Sale.
A $10 donation includes dinner and two chances to win the
Grand Prize of $1000 or one of ten $25 gift certificates
from Giant Eagle. Dinners can be bought
separately for $7.00 for adults, $6 for senior
citizens, $4.50 for under 12 years, and free
for preschool. Take outs are available and
can be ordered by calling 676-9429 the day
of the dinner.

Venango Area Chamber of Commerce ● (814) 676-8521 ● www.venangochamber.org
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December 5, 2014 5-8 PM
Central Avenue Plaza
Registration begins at 5PM and judging begins 7PM.
Pre-registration is appreciated but not required.
Pre-registration information can be obtained by
contacting David Wagner at dandjwagner@msn.com
or
814-758-1009.

4 Your Car Connection & Seneca Lanes
Canned Food Drive
October 15, 2014 – November 15, 2014
Canned Food Drive! Seneca
Lanes and 4 Your Car Connection are teaming up from
October 15th to November
15th to make donating
canned goods not only easy
but fun as well! Donate 5
canned goods at 4 Your Car
Connection and receive a voucher for an hour of FREE
Bowling at Seneca Lanes. Redeem the Bowling
Voucher and you will be entered to win additional
prizes!! (Bowling will be available on Sunday afternoons in November and December)
Donated items will assist the Cranberry Food Pantry to
deliver food packages to families in the Cranberry area
that need assistance with food expenses, heating and/
or electric bills, rent, etc. Over 40 volunteers operate
the Food Pantry that serves over 250 families a month
with prepared boxes of non-perishable foods based on
the family size. The Cranberry Food Pantry is located
in the former Cranberry High School, now known as
the Fisher for Him Building.
Let’s fill the 4 YCC Box Truck with non-perishable
items to benefit local families through the hard work of
the Cranberry Food Pantry. As a reference for donations; canned foods (including canned meats, soups,
fruit and vegetables), dry goods, toilet paper, shampoo,
soap, etc.
“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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Victorian Christmas Figures Get a Facelift
Oil City High School Students from Mrs. Simon’s Art classes spent Tuesday, October 14, at Hasson Park putting
a fresh face on the Victorian Characters that decorate the downtown during the Christmas season. The Venango Chamber of Commerce created the characters, under the leadership of Ron Shoup
Participating were: Mrs. Margherita Simon, Michalla Benton, Emily McNatt, Alexis Girty, Maraina Hammerly,
Faith Rice, Jordan Wagner, Aerial Vitka, Ryan Schiffer, Nicole Deets, Andrea Spence, Natalie Haupt, Eden
McAdoo, and Payton Carson.
Supplies and assistance for the project were
provided by the City of Oil City, Oil City High
School, the Venango Chamber, Take Pride in
Oil City, and Williams Decorating.
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Venango SCORE Branch Manager Wins Award
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Frank Hajduk, Score Venango County Branch Manager was the recipient of the
distinguished Tom Westhoff award during the Annual SCORE 2014 Recognition and Appreciation Luncheon, October 1, 2014 at the Lake Shore Country
Club in Erie. This award is given to people that exhibit extraordinary dedication to and advancement of the SCORE Organization. Frank Hajduk exhibits
both qualities on a regular basis.
The award named after Tom H. Westhoff who was a chemical engineer for 38
years with Calsicat Chemical, instrumental in the development of the Erie
Hazmat Response Team and continued on to become the Chairman of
Gannon’s Small Business Development of SCORE. Frank is the third recipient
of the prestigious award. In honor of Frank Hajduk, the Northwest PA Score
made a donation to the Oil Region Alliance as he is a valued member to the organization.

Pictured Above From the Left:
Mike Vereb (Erie SCORE),
Frank Hajduk (Venango SCORE
Branch Manager)
Dave Seyboldt (Erie SCORE)

When presenting this award to Frank, Anthony Ciampa, Chairman, SCORE NWPA Chapter 193 noted:
"Frank Hajduk is a unique individual who is most deserving of the Tom Westhoff Award. He has demonstrated unique leadership qualities, the ability to motivate others, and an endless drive to help not only
SCORE succeed In The Oil City/ Venango Region but also to help the community and small business grow
and move into the future. SCORE is extremely fortunate to be able to count Frank among its mentors and
leaders."
The Venango SCORE office first opened its doors within the offices of the Oil Region Alliance in 2011. Deb
Lutz, VP Economic Development first approached the Erie Chapter of SCORE about opening an office in
Venango County earlier that year.
Since that time, the office has grown to include 5 counselors/mentors who have served 71 clients. As the Venango SCORE Branch Manager, Frank has achieved a
100% client satisfaction rating! Mary Cochran, Project
Manager at the ORA has been a true champion for SCORE,
constantly keeping the office in the forefront when calls
come into the ORA offices looking for business assistance.
SCORE is America’s premier source of free and confidential small business mentoring and advice. More than half
a million entrepreneurs rely on SCORE each year for help
with fulfilling their dream of starting or growing small
businesses. SCORE is made up of more than 13,000
working and retired business professionals who are committed to helping their communities thrive by providing
small business owners with valuable guidance and insights, all at no cost to the client.
To learn more about SCORE, visit score.org. If you are interested in counseling, or if you would like to become a
mentor, please contact the Venango County SCORE
Branch Office at 814.677.3152 for more information.
Congratulations Frank, on this well-deserved honor!
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The Venango Area Chamber of Commerce builds, serves and promotes regional business.
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FLEX Holds Annual Meeting
The Future Leaders and Entrepreneurs Exchange, Venango County’s Young Professionals, held its 2nd
Annual Meeting on October 15th, 2014 at Venango College – Clarion University. The annual dinner
began with networking and refreshments. Approximately 35 attendees met and approved the changes
to the bylaws as presented before hearing a presentation by Pam Watkins, Human Resources Manager
with Kraus Flooring. Pam talked to the young professionals about; work, life, balance. She explained
how a good leader and a good person needs to balance work, home life. Her presentation was followed
by several questions from the audience.
FLEX President Will Price introduced the current officers of FLEX and announced the 2015 FLEX officers, which are Will Price( United Way of Venango County) President, Bobbie Haag (Kraus Flooring)
Past President, Elizabeth Griebel (Urban & Seneca Insurance Agencies) Secretary/ Treasurer. FLEX will
continue scheduling First Friday Lunches and monthly meetings.
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Attention on Young Professionals
FLEX Presents is an annual event that celebrates the
achievements of Venango County's young professionals,
those under 40 who contribute to their community
through civic engagement. Community members are
invited to nominate those who they believe meet the
criteria . Like communities across the country, we recognize the value of retaining our talented and motivated
young people. A key to this should be recognizing those
who choose to work and volunteer here now!
We encourage you to pay careful attention to those “under 40” that you encounter each day in your
community, your work and even in your home and help us to celebrate our most valuable assets and
the future of our region.
We will be sharing more soon about the application process and timeline to nominate young
professionals to be recognized at FLEX Presents 2015.
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Jennifer Riley may be a familiar name to you as she is a Licensed Office Representative
at Sandy K. Hovis Insurance Agency, Inc. in Reno. Like many of our young professionals, Jennifer chose to leave the area for college attending Indiana University of Pennsylvania to earn her BA in Journalism while also graduating from the Robert E Cook
Honors College. She was awarded the honor of graduating Magna Cum Laude.

After completing her degree at IUP, Jennifer returned home to be closer to her family.
Through her move back to the area, she was presented with the opportunity to join the
team at Sandy K. Hovis Insurance Agency, Inc. In her time at the agency, Jennifer has
attained licenses in property and casualty as well as life and health insurance. She
takes pride in her role with the agency and truly enjoys working with their clients to
help them protect themselves and their families.
Away from the office, Jennifer enjoys traveling and spending time with her husband Patrick, daughter
Brynna, and son Liam. Family fun is always on the agenda whether it be a trip to the zoo, a vacation to the
beach, or simply enjoying the beauty the oil region has to offer.
When asked to provide a brief description of Venango County, Jennifer noted that the county is “Beautiful,
friendly, and full of potential.”

Generations Diversity
Offers Opportunity and
Challenge
The Summer Issue of the American Chamber
of Commerce Executive magazine focused on
changes going on in the workplace. The
feature article Changing Generations Mean
a Changing Workplace by Josh Dukelow
sites these notable changes.

www.bridgebuilderscommunityfoundations.com

206 Seneca Street
Oil City, PA 16301
P: 814.677.8687
F: 814.677.3404

Connecting Donors to Philanthropy Since 1975

Location First: Researchers such as urban theorist Richard
Florida have told us that the “creative class” will find the place
they want to live first, and then worry about finding a job there.
This makes community development and quality of life a top priority for regions that want to compete for scarce talent. Employers, chambers, and local governments are teaming up to cultivate
the kind of experiences and opportunities that will attract the
new generation of highly mobile workers.
Untethered to the Desk: New technology frees us from the office. In fact, young entrepreneurs find settings such as coffee
shops or co-working spaces preferable to traditional offices.
They can get calls, email, and documents on their mobile devices,
and attend webinars or Skype calls on their laptop anywhere
they have a wi-fi signal. If you don’t offer your employees remote
access to email and files, some job-seekers might keep looking
for an employer who does.
Flexible Schedules: Given their embrace of creative places and
the power of mobile technology, a top consideration for young
workers choosing an employer is a flexible schedule. Late mornings, mid-day yoga classes, early evening happy hours, and late
night brainstorms are normal for Millennials (not usually all in
one day!), and none of these have to get in the way of productivity. Their passion for results and “making a difference” means

FLEX ● (814) 676-8521 ● www.venangochamber.org/chamber/flex

Stephen Reinsel, optometrist at Wagner Family Eye Care, is a Venango County native.
Stephen returned to Oil City after some time away to further his education and develop
himself professionally. He holds his bachelor’s degree from Gannon University and his
OD from the Pennsylvania College of Optometry. Growing up locally, Stephen was
offered a great opportunity to shadow the doctors at Wagner’s. He has always had an
interest in the healthcare field, but during the shadowing opportunity he fell in love
with optometry.
Stephen proudly serves as the president of the Pennsylvania Optometric Association’s
Northwestern Optometric Society. He is also a Rotarian and organizes a large fundraiser
for the organization.
Outside of his professional and charitable responsibilities, Reinsel enjoys seeing the world through travel.
His Instagram account, flooded with scenic panoramas of his travels, is a testament to this. He also takes
time to enjoy the whole craft beer experience, noting New Belgium and Southern Tier as two of his favorite
breweries. While travel takes him away quite often, when he is around he likes to spend his time outdoors
enjoying what the Oil Region has to offer, whether is is paddling on the river or running the trails.
Looking to the future, Stephen is excited for what lies next. He is looking forward to marriage and home
ownership as well as continuing to enjoy everything the region has to offer, especially the beautiful scenery
and great fall weather each year.
they are just as motivated to get things done as any other worker;
they just want to get it done at the time that is convenient for them.
The entire article can be found at http://www.acce.org/magazinearchive/summer-2014/changing-generations-mean-a-changingworkplace/

The Millennial Glossary
Autonomy – Identifying the destination, but not the route to reach it.
Co-working Space – A desk in an office for a person without an office.
Slacktivism – Supporting a cause or advancing a movement by doing
#virtuallynothing.
LifeHack – Solving a problem using what’s available at hand, a la
MacGyver.
Facetime/Skype – Remember the video phone from the Jetsons? It’s like
that.
Fail Fast – Just do it; it’s better to try, fail, learn, and try again, than never
to try in the first place.
The Cloud – Access to all of your music, cat videos, and selfies from any
device, anywhere.
Innovate – Using wild ideas to solve the world’s problems.
Disruptive – When everything changes all at once. You’re welcome.
Crowd-Funding – Financing your startup with money from many small
investors. In essence, digital begging.
Ear buds – You might call them headphones.
Tablet – It doesn’t have anything to do with medicine; the light, flat
wireless computers that are taking over the world.
Drone – Small flying machines; in the Army they shoot missiles, but here
they are used to shoot video.
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Junior Achievement seeks Classroom Volunteers
Volunteers play a key role in bringing Junior Achievement to life. By combining your personal and professional experiences with JA program lessons, students learn about entrepreneurship, finances, and explore
careers. You help them make the connections between what they learn in school and what they will need to
succeed in work and life.
We need your help to meet the demand for our programs. Your participation helps bring the JA experience
to more schools in our community.
Junior Achievement makes volunteering fulfilling, with flexible scheduling options. Our curriculum and
training provides everything you need to make participation in JA interactive and engaging for students.
Your Junior Achievement experience will leave you feeling proud, energized and hopeful about a better future for our young people.

Junior Achievement seeks Board Members
Vision: An Advisory Council Member’s most important role is an ADVOCATE for Junior Achievement.
Giving of their time, talent and treasure, a member opens doors for JA. Members have and demonstrate a
commitment to forge new as well as maintain and cultivate existing partnerships between the organization
and the business and education communities. Council members bring their enthusiasm, energy and new
ideas to expand JA’s financial and volunteer resources and programmatic opportunities. JA staff and
members enjoy a strong working relationship.
The advisory council’s responsibilities are focused in developing relationships in their local community, as
the governance and fiduciary responsibility for the organization lie with the JAWPA board of directors.
Meetings: The Advisory Council meets monthly the third Tuesday of each month from 8:00am-9:00am at
Venango Training and Development Center in Seneca.
Please contact Gail Whitney, Executive Director for more information gwhitney@jawesternpa.org 814-3239956 .

The Oil City Housing Authority Seeks Board Members
The Housing Authority currently has 2 open seats and would invite interested parties to contact them.
Candidates must reside in Oil City. Executive Director Ed Slye can be reached at (814) 676-5764.
OUR MISSION
FLEX represents the needs and interests of Young Professionals by positioning ourselves
as leaders, entrepreneurs and advocates for the sustainability of the Venango Area

Where you’ll find FLEX in November:
FLEX Second Friday Lunch November 7 Location TBA
Monthly (Annual) Meeting - October 15th @ 5:30 pm, Venango Chamber Conf. Room
Chamber events -

Check out the Chamber’s Calendar of Events at
www.venangochamber.org

VenangoFLEX
Text FLEX to 42828 to be added to our email list

email: flex@venangochamber.org

FLEX ● (814) 676-8521 ● www.venangochamber.org/chamber/flex

