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WELCOMES NEW MEMBERS
Cranberry Cricket
Aaron Minner
80 Regina Drive
Cranberry, PA 16319
Phone:(814) 493-8188
Fax: (814) 493-8189
eMail: mraminner@aol.com
Published: Cellular Telephone

Cricket is a contract-free wireless
phone company. They operate from
the best, most reliable network in the
contract-free business.
The have
simple reliable plans and amazing
devices at low prices.

Venango Chamber now Accepting Nominations for Citizen of the Year
The Venango Area Chamber of Commerce is now accepting nominations for its Outstanding Citizen
Award. Each year, the Chamber bestows the award upon an individual or individuals who consistently
evidence civic leadership through volunteerism and service to their community. The Outstanding
Citizen Award is among the Chamber’s most prestigious community recognition awards.
The nominating committee is looking for Venango County citizens who demonstrate a well-rounded and
deep-rooted commitment to family and community. Nominees must be community volunteers with
records of extensive and diverse participation in community service and civic involvement, aside from
accomplishments directly related to the candidate’s employment.
Those wishing to nominate individuals for the Outstanding Citizen Award must submit an official nomination form along with a nominating letter that describes the nominee’s background and qualifications
for this award. Those having previously nominated candidates for the Outstanding Citizen awards may
re-nominate a candidate by sending an updated nomination letter along with a nomination form.
Nomination forms are available at the Chamber of Commerce at 41
Main Street in Oil City, or can be mailed or emailed by calling the
chamber office at (814) 676-8521. You may also download a form at
www.venangochamber.org, by clicking “Connect”, then “Recognition
Awards”. Completed nomination forms should be sent to the Citizens
of the Year Nominating Committee, P.O. Box 376, Oil City, PA 16301.
The 2013 Citizens of the Year were Orie and Betty Hepler. The 2014
Citizen of the Year will be recognized at the Chamber’s Annual
Dinner, to be held in February at Cross Creek Resort.
The deadline for submitting a nomination is Monday, November 17,
2014.
@VenangoChamber
Venango Area
Chamber of Commerce

venangochamber

VenangoChamber
Venango Area Chamber
of Commerce Group
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Pennsylvania Free Enterprise Week (PFEW)
Sally Hards, Venango Chamber Board Member
This summer I was fortunate to participate in this wonderful thing
called PFEW as a Company Advisor. I received a letter from John
Trombetta, President & CEO of the Foundation for Free Enterprise
Education, via my company President. Her suggestion was to look
into this and let her know what I thought. I read the letter, checked
out the website and I thought, “Wow…this seems really valuable.” A
couple months later I was showing up at Lycoming College, nervous
as could be, to start my week. I have to admit I was thinking, “What in
the world did I get myself into?”
Pennsylvania Free Enterprise Week (PFEW) is a business camp for high school students which has just completed its 36th year. While many other camps tend to focus on sports, this camp focuses on honing skills that
are important in the business world. Students who participate in PFEW learn about making financial
decisions and how those decisions impact the bottom line; they learn about marketing efforts and how the
right approach can reap rewards; they learn about details that are important to shareholders in a corporation. Throughout the week at PFEW, the students participate in assemblies, group work, team building exercises and competitions. There is something for everyone—those interested in financials, those interested in
arts, those interested in speaking.
Though the students are learning business fundamentals, they are also getting life lessons. I was pleasantly
surprised by the speakers that PFEW had for the week—seriously the best I have ever heard and I have
heard a lot of public speakers. God was present throughout the week. Several speakers talked about their
faith and they provided messages of hope, love, peace and understanding. The speakers have a true love for
our youth and wanted to make sure that each student knew she/he truly mattered. Two speakers brought
me to tears along with the rest of the audience--a truly moving experience.
Throughout this week at PFEW, I saw fires being lit within many of the students. Much of the feedback I am
seeing since PFEW via Twitter or Facebook continues to show that PFEW was a life-changing experience for
many—myself included.
Are you curious how you can get involved? I sure hope so! Each year enrollment in the program grows—
there were over 2,100 students who participated in the program this summer. As enrollment grows, PFEW
needs support both financially and with donated time. There are many students who could not afford to go
to camp if it weren’t for scholarships provided by businesses and individuals every year. Though I know
PFEW will accept all monetary donations, a cost of a scholarship is $575.
Donated time is even more valuable. All of the Company Advisors donated their time—and many on their
own dime if they weren’t working for companies who supported the endeavor financially. These advisors
are the heart and soul of the program as John Trombetta would say—and he is so right. When I walked into
that Company Advisor room on my first day, very nervous as you’ll recall, if felt like I was family
immediately. My fellow advisors were wonderful, helpful people whose only goal of being there that week
was to give to the students—this wasn’t at all about what would look good
on a resume. This was the most exhausting week of my life no doubt, but it
was absolutely the most rewarding to date. I drank the Kool-Aid. Now I
think to myself, “This was so great, how can I get others involved?”
If you are interested in knowing more about the program or donating, I
encourage you to visit the PFEW website at pfew.org or call them at
814-833-9576. The entire staff of the Foundation for Free Enterprise
Education is fantastic and each of them would welcome a conversation
with you.
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Oil City Main Street Plans Workshops in October
“Best Dressed Windows” Workshop: Tuesday, October
7, 8:30 am at the Venango
Chamber of Commerce.
Join us for an informal
“roundtable” discussion about
how to give your storefront
windows some pizzazz! Guest
speakers
include Nicholas
Hess and Tom Huston. Refreshments will be provided, no
cost to attend. RSVP’s appreciated: contact the Main Street
Office at 677-3152 ext. 101 or kbailey@oilregion.org by
Friday October 3rd.
“Get Down to Business” Workshop: Tuesday, October
21, 6 – 8 pm at the Oil City Library. Key topics include:
how to increase traffic to your business, how to convert
that traffic into sales, and how to make a profit and stay
afloat. Guest speakers include Emily Fetcko, Frank Gill, and
Dick O’Polka. The workshop is open to all business owners
& managers, or anyone thinking of starting a business.
Cost: $15 per person or $25 per couple, refreshments
included. RSVP to the Oil City Main Street Office at 6773152 ext. 101 or kbailey@oilregion.org by Friday October
17th.

Hagan Announces Partnership
Square 9 Softworks, award winning developer of highly
intuitive electronic content management solutions,
announced today that its flagship SmartSearch Document
Management Suite is now available through Hagan
Business Machine of Meadville.
Hagan Business machines chose to partner with Square 9
because of the perfect fit this capability provides for our
customers. Square 9 has been endorsed as a rock-solid
document management solution by the Pros Elite Group,
which Hagan is a part of, representing the top 100 office
product dealerships in the United States.
SmartSearch offers an array of convenient, timesaving
features to simplify and streamline capture automation
processes through automated page separation, bar code
recognition, and zonal OCR (optical character recognition).
End users can fully index documents and file them securely
within the SmartSearch database for quick and easy
retrieval when needed.
For further information about the SmartSearch Content
Management Suite, contact Hagan Business Machines of
Meadville at 814-724-4601 or visit www.HAGAN1.com
Venango Area Chamber of Commerce ● (814) 676-8521 ● www.venangochamber.org
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Pa Dncr (ATV & Snowmobiles)
Fees Have increased as of September 1, 2014
The New law took place immediately on that date. Many
of our class 2 ATV’s will be eligible for the Class 1
Registration and New Class 1 plates. The current owner
has the option to change his/her eligible Class 2
registration this will not be mandatory . The owner my
choose on waiting to change his/her Classification until
the current registration expires.
Class1: A maximum width of 50 inches and a maximum
dry weight of 1,200 pounds.
Class2: A width witch exceeds 50 inches or a dry
weight witch exceeds 1,200 pounds.
The Class change for the owner is optional while they
own the ATV.
Stop in here at Allegheny Notary Service LLC. So we can
help you with the new change on your ATV. Were
always here to help you.

Pleasantville Volunteer Fire Department
October News
Buck and Doe in October is canceled.
Tickets are available at various locations for the Gun
Bash.
Please
visit
our
website
at
www.pleasantvillevfd16.webs.com for full details. Tickets
can also be purchased online, on our website. Just click
the Fall Gun Bash tab. AND if you like us on Facebook,
we're running a free ticket giveaway contest every two
weeks up until the gun bash! TICKETS ARE ONLY $10!
Prizes: 17 guns - 12 cash prizes totaling $2,500 AND a
Double Boar Ranch hunt!
Christmas Bazaar is November 1st!
Seasonal Auctions will be held the second Tuesday of
October, November, and December! A great opportunity
to get that holiday shopping done! Food, gifts, hunting
items, blankets, decorations, and more!
“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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Member Spotlight: Clarion County Community Bank

Vice President Michael A. Fornof.

Community and customers are a top priority for the Clarion County
Community Bank, which originally opened in Clarion County in 2004.
The business started with offices in Clarion, New Bethlehem and
Rimersburg, and now has a branch in Franklin, which opened this
past July. The Franklin office is a loan production office, offering
business, real estate, auto and personal loans. The executive officers
for the bank include President and CEO James L. Kifer and Executive

When asked what he liked most about working in Venango County, Mike Fornof told us that the population is almost twice the size as what they have worked with before, which gives them many opportunities
in the area. They are dedicated to providing the region with a true community bank rather than a big
bank.
Working local is very important to the Clarion County Community Bank. They have hired local community
members as staff and their executive officers and board of directors are local, as well as a large majority of
stakeholders. Mike is an Oil City native who now lives in Clarion, and Vice President Ray Cornelius is from
Franklin and currently living in Oil City.
The bank is very dedicated to its work, in which Mike shared that
banking is very rewarding. He told us, “Helping customers buy their
first home, helping a business expand or buying a new car. Knowing
that we helped make that happen is what we’re all about.” To any
new business owner, Mike gives the advice that your business really
becomes your life’s work, it is no longer just a job. Being passionate
and taking pride in your business is very important to him and he
wants others to feel the same.
The Clarion County Community Bank is committed to Venango
County; they care about and want to help the communities they
serve. They are welcoming to all customers and hope to continue to
better the banking experience. Looking into the future, the bank will
continue to look for new improvements, such as products and
services, and they strive to always offer a private and relaxing
atmosphere. The Clarion County Community Bank can be found on
Liberty Street in Franklin or you can visit their website at
www.clarionbank.com. We’re so glad to have the Clarion County
Community Bank as a member of the Chamber!

October Brown Bag Lunch - Attention on Non-Profits
Non profit organizations enjoy the same benefits of membership as any business but often are not clear
on how to use these benefits. Join us for our next Brown Bag Lunch on Wednesday, October 29th at the
Belle Lettres Club, at noon.
We will share ideas on how your volunteer organization can maximize the opportunities for promoting
your mission and your events through the Chamber. There is no cost to attend. Bring a pack lunch and
the Belle Lettres Club will provide beverages. R.S.V.P. to the Chamber at 814-676-8421.

Venango Area Chamber of Commerce ● (814) 676-8521 ● www.venangochamber.org

Northwest Commission Business Highlight: Fisher and Father – A History of Success 7
Fisher and Father, Inc. of Venango County has been a retailer of outdoor power equipment since 1977. Always a
family-owned business, it has grown from a small specialty shop to one of the largest multi-line sales and service
dealers in the area. Shane Fisher is a third-generation owner, carrying on a tradition started by his grandfather and
continued by his father until Shane took over the business in 2002.
Fisher and Father is located on Rt. 257 in the former Lezzer Lumber building
at the Cranberry Mall. The large well-lit, heated showroom allows patrons to
comfortably browse the large selection of compact utility tractors, lawn and
garden equipment and utility vehicles. Since merchandise is kept indoors, new
equipment has not been exposed to the elements prior to purchase. Fisher &
Father carries industry leading brands including John Deere, Honda, Briggs
and Stratton, Toro/Wheelhorse, Stihl, Husqvarna and Troy-Bilt. In addition,
customers will find not only the equipment they need, but also quality service
and support from factory trained technicians.
Recently, the company grew its business to include a NAPA auto parts store. The addition of the NAPA franchise has
allowed the company to expand into specialty parts and equipment for automotive repair, collision, heavy-truck
duty and industrial products.
The Northwest Commission, a regional non-profit committed to economic development, assisted with the financing for both the purchase of the building in Cranberry
and the NAPA expansion. Commission loans are available at low interest rates for fixed
terms to help businesses like Fisher and Father grow and bring more jobs to the area.
To learn more about business financing through the Commission, contact Amanda
Slider, Loan Program Manager, at (814) 677-4800 x115 or amandas@northwestpa.org.
Fisher and Father is open Monday through Saturday. Please stop by soon; fall is a great
time to find savings.

Divani Chocolatier introduces Soul Mates™
Divani Chocolatier recently participated in the Fall Bridal Show presented by
Reminisce Banquet Hall in Emlenton, PA. Among products featured were the
custom "Fantasy Forest" sculpted cake topper and Divani Soul Mates™.
Soul Mates™ is a new line of confections by Divani specifically created for
pairing with wines. The pair featured that afternoon was Sea Salted Caramels
with Foxburg Wine Cellars' Riverstone Red. A variety of Soul Mates™ paired
with wines are available at Foxburg Wine Cellars for purchase. Please check
our website http://divanichocolate.com/soul-mates/ for more information.
About Divani Chocolatier
Divani Chocolate opened in Foxburg, PA in June of 2007 offering a
unique variety of handcrafted chocolate confections made from
the finest Belgian and French traditional chocolate. Presented in a
trendy, boutique environment, Divani exemplifies the purity of the
love of chocolate along with the purity of its make-up. Devotion to
quality and dedication to affordability, has enabled this specialty
outfit to contribute to the enrichment of gourmet chocolate culture
in America.
“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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Upcoming Halloween Events
The annual YMCA Camp Coffin Family Halloween Party will
be October 24 and 25 from 5-9 pm each evening. There will be
uncanny activities for the whole family. Concessions will be
available.
Please dress for the weather and bring a flashlight
and your camera.
Families with younger children should come earlier in the evening while it is still light for a less menacing
experience. Cost is $15 a carload at Camp Coffman.
YMCA Camp Coffin is located at 4072 Camp Coffman Road in Cranberry. More information is available on
the web site at www.oilcityymca.org or by calling 814-677-3000.

BOO BASH
Wednesday, Oct 22 @ 5:00 pm
Boo Bash will be held from 5 - 8 pm and is open to kids ages 10
& under. There will be games, treats, prizes & more! Please
bring a non-perishable food item for donation to Community
Services of Venango County. Don’t forget to wear your costume
but please no masks! We offer a fun, safe environment for kids
to play games, do a craft with loads of fun for everyone! Boo
Bash is a free event completely funded by the mall owners, Elat
Properties, Inc.

Friends of the Oil City Library
Halloween Bake Sale
Friday, October 31
9 am - 5 pm

Community Trick-or-Treating Hours Set
Oil City, Franklin, Emlenton,
Cranberry and Cornplanter Townships
have announced
that trick-or-treating will be held on
Friday, October 31st from 6-8 PM.
Halloween Costume Judging
Treat Bags for youth 10 and under
Franklin Bandstand Park
5 PM Friday, October 31

Venango Area Chamber of Commerce ● (814) 676-8521 ● www.venangochamber.org

9

Thank you!
-Gold Sponsors-

Save the date!
2014 Cranberry Festival September 19, 2015
“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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Member Spotlight: The Barnard House
Cathy and Paul Kentzel, owners of the Barnard House in Emlenton, grew
up along the Allegheny River and have turned their love for the region
into a business. The Barnard House is an 1893 home that has been
renovated into a bed and breakfast. It is located along the river and the
Erie to Pittsburgh Trail and has five guest rooms with unique furnishings, several inside and outside common areas and is close to many local
attractions.
The Kentzels love the area and had a great desire to start a small
business here. They describe their journey, which they started in 2013,
as both inspiring and rewarding. When asked what they like most about
Venango County, they told us, “We enjoy living and working in a region
that is naturally beautiful.” They also enjoy the simplicity of the area, in
which they feel it is a quiet and slow paced environment.
Local and regional small business is important to the Kentzels, in which they feature local foods, services and
suppliers. Some suppliers include farmers’ markets and farms in the area, Clarks Donuts Plus, Bossa Nova,
Hepler’s Meats, Divani Chocolate and Barista and many more. They describe themselves as a “ripple in the
pond,” in which they are making a difference in the large economy by stimulating local and regional small
business. The Kentzels hope their guests leave with a better knowledge of the area. They have built their
business around small business, as well as recreation, and work to get more people interested in the region.
Cathy and Paul have been working together for a very long time, which has allowed them to continue to
work on their creativity together. To new business owners, the Kentzels suggest starting with a dream,
building motivation by educating yourself, and then putting all your energy and passion into it.

The Kentzels have future plans for the Barnard House, including an expansion to another home. This home,
the Best House, will be right next door and will be able to house eight to ten people. Besides expansion, they
plan to continue to contribute to the thriving economy, by promoting the beauty and recreation our area has
to offer. To learn more about the Barnard House, visit their website at www.thebarnardhouse.com, find them
on Facebook, or stop by at their location at 108 River Ave in Emlenton. Please join us in welcoming the
Barnard House as a member of the Chamber!

Business Trick or Treat Planned for October
The Venango Area Chamber of Commerce will be hosting the second Trick or Treat for Chamber members!
Chamber member businesses will provide a treat to any Chamber member who visits their location between October 20 and
October 25. Just take a moment to stop at each of the participating businesses, sign the Visitors Log and say hello! Attend the
Chamber Mixer on October 28th hosted at Seneca Lanes in cooperation with Ask Me. If you have visited 10 or fewer participating businesses, you will be entered to win a variety of prizes, and if you have visited 11 or more, you will be entered in the grand
prize drawing with prizes totaling over $500!
A Trick or Treat Participant Application is enclosed in this month’s newsletter. Additional information pertaining to the
Chamber Trick or Treat can be obtained by contacting Jeanne Best of Ask Me at (814) 229-5479. This is an opportunity that is
available to all Chamber members including those without a brick and mortar storefront.
Don’t miss the fun during the first Trick or Treat week and Chamber Mixer hosted by Ask Me and Seneca Lanes on October 28th
at Seneca Lanes!

Venango Area Chamber of Commerce ● (814) 676-8521 ● www.venangochamber.org
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In April 2014, Holly Gibbons began a new venture – Gibbons Business Solutions - to
focus on affordable solutions for small businesses who saw opportunity for
improving their web presence through social media.
Small and medium businesses face many challenges with owners and managers
wearing multiple hats. They have great ideas and vision but limited time to get it all
done. They need to maximize advertising resources, have better customer
engagement and know there are a wealth of technology options that can help
achieve those goals. But there's no time to fit it all in, learn how to best use the
technologies and focus on core products and services.
Beginning with a focus on social media, Holly soon discovered that
small businesses often need help with broader advertising and
technology challenges. Holly Gibbons is a networker with decades of
experience in connecting customers with the right resources.
Gibbon's Business Solutions is a network of experienced and
talented marketing specialists to help with social media, graphic
design for web or print advertising, video production, training, and
many web based business solutions. This innovation team is a creative staff providing exactly what a customer needs, when they need
it, at a cost well below hiring equivalent employees.
“I recognize that I am only as good as the team that's backing me,” Holly said. “Through the years I've
worked with many talented and experienced freelance artists who are small business people too. Part of
what makes this so rewarding is helping to match their talent with people who need them but don't
know about them.”
A great example is the Gibbons Business Solutions video team with more than 90 years combined
experience. In addition to experience in producing videos for a wide range of purposes, the team is also
experienced in setting up multimedia events, supporting trade shows and webcasting. Graphics Artists
are experienced in designing for web, small print needs and billboards. Several photographers on the
team have decades of experience spanning from portraits to product display to extreme conditions –
and even 3D. Content writers are ready to help with articles, press releases, and scripts.
Often businesses are initiating a project that requires a great deal of time to implement but does not
require long term employment. Gibbons Business Solutions may be a perfect partner and uniquely
positioned to manage the implementation.
Gibbons Business Solutions is located at the Oil City Business Innovation Center in Siverly. True to her
networking spirit, Holly is seeking to help grow the innovation center.
Asked about her vision for the company, Holly said “I love to help solve challenges and will be
responsive to the needs of my customers. I'm their business consultant and helping them succeed drives
my success.”
Holly would love to talk with you about business solutions to meet your needs. Call 814-657-6800 to
learn more. Find GBS on the web at www.gibbons-business-solutions.com and on Facebook at
www.facebook.com/GibbonsBusinessSolutions.

“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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WhizBang! VNet’s Technology Road Tour 2014
WHIZ BANG! is your opportunity to see firsthand what's new
and innovative in the world of business technology. From
hardware and software to business technology, Velocity
Network — and a few of our select partners — will be showing
off some of today's most cutting-edge solutions. You'll be able
to try out the latest business tools and technologies that will
help your team:
 Create a more efficient workforce with tablet and mobile



technologies
Scan and manage documents to streamline your operations
Securely provide wireless access to employees and guests in
an office environment

And much more!
Tuesday, Oct. 7, 20141 Oil City, Pa.
National Transit Building, The Great Room
11:30 a.m.

Registration

Noon

Program/Lunch

1:30 p.m.

Program concludes

Attendance is free but registration is requested. Please visit
VelocityNetwork.net/whizbang or call (814) 616-2733 for
more information or to register.
The Barrow-Civic Theatre has a new email address.
All email correspondence should be sent to
genmanager@barrowtheatre.com.

The Venango County Historical Society
now has its own website!
The address is www.venangocountyhistory.org

Vino's Den Rental at Deer Creek Winery
Great for Events & Business Meetings.
Holds up to 80 people. 25% off rental rate for chamber
members if you reserve the room by Oct. 11th (the reservation can be made for a later date). Call DCW for pricing &
details @ 814.354.7392
Venango Area Chamber of Commerce ● (814) 676-8521 ● www.venangochamber.org
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Trail Town Summit in the Works
The Progress Fund’s Trail Town Program® will be hosting its first networking summit along the Erie to Pittsburgh Trail (EPT) later this fall. The summit will be held
at the Days Inn in Oil City (1 Seneca Street) on Wednesday November 5, 2014. This free event will take place
from 11am to 3pm and includes lunch.
Businesses and community organizations are encouraged
to attend and meet other partners from across the EPT
corridor. The Trail Town Summit will focus on various
marketing opportunities including social media, targeting
audiences, and other ways to attract customers to your
storefront. An update on the “Trail Town Certified Network” (TTCN) and other activities will also be presented
to the group during the summit. There are already a
dozen TTCN member businesses implementing both sustainable and trail friendly practices along the Erie to
Pittsburgh Trail.
RSVPs are required by Friday October 31st to William
Prince at wprince@progressfund.org or 724-216-9160
ext 318.
Stay tuned for updates on our Trail Town Program®
Facebook, Twitter, Newsletter, and Blog.

CASA of Venango County is
pleased to announce their
Volunteer of the Year
2014 ....... CAROL SMITH!
The Award for Outstanding
Service Provider of the Year
Goes to Child to Family
Connections of Franklin PA.

“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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CASA of Venango County Welcomes Volunteer Coordinator
Mindi Flockerzi has been appointed as the new CASA Volunteer Coordinator
for Venango County. She has recently moved back to Venango County from
Pittsburgh, PA. She has worked for a contractor through Allegheny County's
Area Agency on Aging, supporting elderly adults with maintaining
stabilization in their homes. Prior to her employment with Allegheny County
Area Agency on Aging, Mindi worked with the community based program in
Venango County, Erie Homes for Children and Adults. Here, she worked with
families on parenting skills to maintain stabilization and reunification of
their children. Erie Homes is where she first learned of the CASA Program.
Mindi is excited to be back in Venango County, working with the community to support and promote
CASA.
She will be conducting her first new volunteer training class in the Spring of 2015 and encourages the
community to become CASA volunteers. For more information you can contact Mindi at
coordinator.venangocasa@gmail.com or call the office at 814-670-0550 Ext 1. 1.
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PRESIDENT LORI SIBBLE

Edward Jones Investments, Seneca

V.P.

Hagan Business Machines
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SECRETARY BETH HARMAN
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Your Boring, Ugly Business Card: Part 1
by Kurtis Bell

Your business card says a lot about you and your company that you may not have realized. This small
piece of you and your company that you leave with each new contact is a chance to make a lasting
impression.
In a recent discussion with fellow small business owner Lindsay Johns of high wire media, the topic of
business cards came about. What makes a good business card? How can your card stand out in the sea of
basic, cookie-cutter cards? How can you achieve that without going too over the top? These are all great
questions that most may never even consider. We delved in to the
topic head on and tore apart some cards, mine included.
Here’s a pro-tip from Lindsay: she says, “As a designer, I understand
the need to keep a business card simple, but also think that it should
have a little bit of an edge. It should be clear and easy to read all the
important information that your business card carries, however, I
always want my card to be different than everyone else's. I want
someone to see it for the first time and find it interesting. This edge
can be a unique size, shape, paper, etc. “

Venango Chamber member business card display

We’ll answer some of these questions in next month’s issue, and go in to some detail about why your
boring, ugly business card can make your awesome business a forgettable one.

OC&T Fall Foliage Excursions
The Oil Creek & Titusville Railroad will be running Fall
Foliage trips from Perry Street Station in Titusville to
Rynd Farm at Rouseville from October 1 through the
19th. Trips are Wednesday through Sunday at 11 AM
with additional trips on Saturday and Sunday at 3:00 PM.
is a great way to view the Oil Creek State Park and its
beautiful PA woods. You also have the opportunity to ride
your bicycle one way and the train the other. Bikes may
board at Perry Street Station, Drake Well Museum, Oil
Creek State Park and Rynd Farm Station.
Many places close at Labor Day
but not at the OC&T Railroad. And
looking down the road, we will be
having Santa Express Rides on
November 30 and December 7. All
“Through the
Valley that
Changed the World”.

“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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This Calendar of Events is brought to you by:
4 Your Car Connection, Verify! & Energy Efficiency Solutions

November 7: FLEX First Friday Lunch
November 19: FLEX Meeting, Chamber Office, 5:30PM
October 15: FLEX Annual Meeting, 5:30PM
November 20: Board of Directors Meeting 8AM
October 23: Board of Directors Meeting 8AM
May 4: FLEX First Friday Lunch
October 23: 4 Your Car connection Mixer 5-7PM
May 15: Board of Directors Meeting
October 10: FLEX Second Friday Lunch

October 28: Trick or Treat Mixer - Seneca Lanes
May 21: FLEX Meeting - 5:30PM
October 31: Legislative Breakfast
COMMUNITY CALENDAR OF EVENTS AVAILABLE
COMMUNITY CALENDAR OF EVENTS AVAILABLE
AT
WWW.VENANGOCHAMBER.ORG/CALENDAR
COMMUNITY
CALENDAR OF EVENTS AVAILABLE
AT WWW.VENANGOCHAMBER.ORG/CALENDAR
AT WWW.VENANGOCHAMBER.ORG/CALENDAR

The Venango Area Chamber of Commerce builds, serves and promotes regional business.
Venango Area Chamber of Commerce ● (814) 676-8521 ● www.venangochamber.org

FLEX… What it's all about?
FLEX Schedules Annual Meeting
The Future Leaders and Entrepreneurs Exchange, Venango County’s
young professionals, will hold it’s second ever annual meeting on
October 15th at Venango College - Clarion University, Rhoades Hall,
from 5:30 - 7:30 pm. The evening will begin with networking and
refreshments. Included in the evening will be a brief review of the
bylaws, seating of the 2015 officers and a presentation by Pam Watkins,
HR Manager of Kraus Flooring.
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Last year’s speaker was David Gibbons, President of UPMC Hamot and Northwest.
David talked to the young professionals about his experience as a young professional
and the importance of a well thought out plan for success. His presentation was
followed by several questions from the audience.
Those who are interested in receiving email
reminders can call the Chamber at 814 - 6768521, email flex@venangochamber.org or text
FLEX to 42828.

Legislative Forum Invites Young Professionals
The Venango and Franklin Chambers will host a Legislative Forum on Friday, October
31st, beginning with breakfast at7:30 am. Rich Jackson, Editor of The Derrick and Leigh
Protivnak, FLEX Young Professional of the Year and owner of Neverending Stories, will
serve as moderators. The cost to attend is $12.
“The Future of Venango Area Business!”
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Dan Flaherty is the newly appointed Director of the Oil City Library as well as the Oil
Creek Library District Administrator. He garners a great appreciation for the library
system as well as what libraries stand for; the opportunity for anyone to explore,
discover, connect, create, and learn. Dan takes a particular shine to public libraries as
he is intrigued by the diversity of the patrons and services as well as the opportunity to
have a direct impact on the community.
After leaving the area briefly to pursue higher education (BA History and MLS from
Clarion University), Dan returned to Venango County. He credits fond memories, family
ties, and his appreciation for the regions beauty as some of his reasons for returning.
When not at the library, you may be able to find Dan outdoors canoeing, hiking with his wife and their dog
Keasbey, working on his disc golf game, or reading.
When asked about his plans for the future, Dan first sites family goals: having a family and celebrating a
50th wedding anniversary top his list. He would also like to continually evolve the library and provide the
community with an innovative, fun, and quality resource. Flaherty also aspires to expand and enhance his
sense of the outdoors, exploring what the area has to offer. He hopes to achieve all of this while searching
for the illusive ace (hole in one) in disc golf.

3 Reasons Why Every Young Professional
Should Serve on a Nonprofit Board
According to Board Source less than 2% of nonprofit
board members are under 30 years old. In contrast, 57%
of nonprofit board members are 50 and over.
Blogger Nikita T Michell shares three reasons why she believes every young professional should serve on a nonprofit board:
1. Develop skills that you may not have the opportunity
to develop at your job.
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When you join a nonprofit board, it’s likely that you were
selected because you have a background or skill set that is
needed. That, however, doesn’t always mean that you’ll be
forced to engage in activities that you find yourself doing at
your day job. You will have the opportunity to select the
committees and activities that you want to dedicate your
time to, allowing you to develop new skills and utilize other
talents you have.
2. Build your professional network.
Being on a nonprofit board allows you to interact with individuals who likely aren’t in your current professional network. Assuming the board you choose to serve on has a diverse array of professional backgrounds, you will have the
opportunity to meet new people (both the members of the
board and their network as you interact with them at
events). By expanding your network in this way, you’ll discover that you have access to mentors and professional opportunities you otherwise wouldn’t.
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Alan McBride, Human Resource Generalist for Joy Global, is an area young professional 3
that is proud to call Venango County his home. McBride, a graduate of Venango Catholic
High School, moved away to pursue higher education at the Pennsylvania State University. It was there he realized he possessed a passion for working behind the scenes for
the university’s television station, a local minor league baseball team, and the school’s
athletic department. Alan was able to take this passion and apply it behind the scenes at
his current position with Joy Global. He sites several similarities between his life in
production and in human resources. Both fields require one to be honest and decisive;
rely on collaboration with other units to enhance the end product; and one must
distance themselves from any comfort zones.
Outside of the workplace Alan enjoys spending time on the golf course, taking in the fine arts via concerts
and performances (notably the Firefly Music Festival), keeping up with PSU’s football team, and cheering on
his favorite Pittsburgh sports teams. He, like so many others, also appreciated the regions beauty and what
it has to offer by spending tim in the great outdoors kayaking and running.
Looking to the future, Alan is attaining his Master’s Degree in Business Administration from Gannon
University as well as progressing professionally in to Human Resource Management.

Continued from previous page
3. Develop a deeper understanding of what it takes to
run a successful organization.
Serving on a board allows you to experience, first-hand, the
operations of an organization at a high-level. Whether or not
you strive to be a leader of a nonprofit organization, learning about and making decisions on governance, financial/
accounting, ethics and legal issues is not something that
most of us have the responsibility of doing – or opportunity
to do – at our places of employment. It’s an experience that
will truly develop your leadership skills and provide you
with exposure that you wouldn’t otherwise gain at this stage
in your career.
The above reasons are only three of many why you should
be serving on a nonprofit board. What’s most important is
that you begin to understand that not only is it possible
for young professionals to join a board, it is imperative
that we start getting a seat at the table. It’s the only way
we will increase the representation of board members under 30 from an abysmal 2%.
Read Nikita’s complete blogpost
at
http://nikitatmitchell.com/2011/05/3-reasons-whyevery-young-professional-should-serve-on-a-nonprofitboard/
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FLEX Leadership Training
with Venango College student leaders
Members of FLEX will once again be partnering with the Phi Theta
Kappa honor society at Venango College of Clarion University to help
give the student leaders a competitive edge. Last semester’s attendees
had nothing but positive reviews of the learning experience from their
local peers. Based on this positive feedback, we will be sticking close
to the same curriculum where we reviewed goal making, leadership
qualities, internships, networking skills, accountability, and
volunteerism.
FLEX members facilitating this class developed the content based on their own experiences and proven
methods for developing young leaders. Students will play an active role in this training, through interactive
exercises and continuous feedback. While facilitating the discussion on leadership qualities at last
semester’s training, the students were asked to describe the characteristics of a good leader with a FLEX
member exploring further into the characteristics that were given. The discussion on internships developed
around each volunteer FLEX member describing their internship experience and what it meant to them or
what it could have meant for them if they had one, with the students developing their own questions and
strategies from these experiences. We develop an agenda and planned material but thanks to each and
every one of us having varying experiences, our agenda is subject to change based on the class needs.
FLEX members will be at the Venango College on October 20th and
27th from 6:30 to 7:30pm and are looking for other young
professionals who would love to mentor the next group of
professionals through this training experience.

OUR MISSION
FLEX represents the needs and interests of Young Professionals by positioning ourselves
as leaders, entrepreneurs and advocates for the sustainability of the Venango Area
through civic engagement, leadership development and networking.

Where you’ll find FLEX in October:
FLEX Second Friday Lunch October 10 at Whimzys
Monthly (Annual) Meeting - October 15th @ 5:30 pm, Venango College - Rhoades
Chamber events -

Check out the Chamber’s Calendar of Events at
www.venangochamber.org

VenangoFLEX
Text FLEX to 42828 to be added to our email list

email: flex@venangochamber.org
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