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WELCOMES NEW MEMBERS
Contempo Tech Cleaning Service, Inc.
John Amoroso
146 N. 13th Street
Franklin, PA 16323
Phone: 814-673-4198
eMail: contempotech@windstream.com
Web: www.contempotechcleaning.com
Published Category: Cleaning/ Residential
or Commercial
imageast
Deac Mong
2353 Rocky Grove Ave.
Franklin, PA 16323
Phone: 814-437-0897
eMail: imageast@hotmail.com
Published Category: Artist

Contempo Tech has been servicing Venango
County and surrounding counties since 1988,
we are fully insured & bonded. Services
include: Janitorial, window cleaning, pressure
washing, gutter cleaning, carpet cleaning and
roof stain removal.

Local Artist

Pennwood Career Center, LLC
Ellen Gierlach
PO Box 49
Franklin, PA 16323
Phone: 814-432-2874
Fax: 814-432-9477
eMail: ellen@pennwoodstaffing.com
Web: www.pennwoodstaffing.com
Published Category: Employment Services

Filling
temporary,
temp-to-hire
and
direct-hire positions in accounting & finance,
administrative, automotive, call center,
construction,
environmental,
labor,
manufacturing and sales and more.

Shipman Heating & Cooling
Ray Seelnacht
132 McCandless Lane
Polk, PA 16342
Phone: 814-432-2500
eMail: rseelnacht@hotmail.com
Published Category: Plumbing/HVAC

Call us for your heating and air conditioning
needs! We have been a family owned and
operated business for over 40 years and still
going strong. We are now serving Allegheny,
Butler, Venango Counties, and other
surrounding areas!
*Fully insured and licensed.

@VenangoChamber
Venango Area
Chamber of Commerce

venangochamber

VenangoChamber
Venango Area Chamber
of Commerce Group
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Oil City Boat Club
Thursday, August 21, 2014
Call the Chamber with your
reservation today!
814-676-8521

4:00 Pm to ???
Grills will be ready
at 5:00 PM!

Free Online Broadband & Technology Training
The Northwest Commission has partnered with the North Central PA Regional Planning and
Development Commission to provide the Online Broadband and Technical Training program to our
eight county region. This program is funded by the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act and Department of Community and Economic Development.
From now until December 31st, 2014, all employers, employees, agencies and partners in the Northwest
region are eligible for free online training on a variety of subjects. To register, simply go to:
www.paobtt.com and click on the REGISTER button to create your username and password to gain access
to the customized library. After you receive your registration confirmation, you will have 24/7 access to
all the courses listed.
Attached is the program brochure and a list of courses that include more than 100 online courses and
500 educational videos on the following topics:













Online Marketing
Email Marketing
Website Development
Social Media
Advanced Wireless Technologies
Cloud Computing
Internet Security
Information Security for End Users
QuickBooks
Microsoft Applications: Excel, Word, Outlook, PowerPoint & Access Graphics/Graphic Design
Business/Soft Skills
Project Management

If your agency, business or group would like an onsite demonstration and navigational instruction,
please contact Jill Foys at Northwest Commission at jillf@northwestpa.org or 814.677.4800 x116 to
schedule. For technical assistance, contact Sheila Singer at North Central at 814.773.3162 x 3035 or by
email at sheila@ncentral.com.
“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”

4

Restoration Herbs Upcoming Events
~ Barnard House in Emlenton is featuring
a custom tea formulated by Restoration
Herbs.
~ Restoration Herbs will be hosting a
cordials making workshop Saturday, August
30th, from 3-6 pm and you'll be able to read
more about this on their new website soon.
The cost is $35 per person.
~ Leslie will be signing copies of Dental
Herbalism at Neverending Stories in
Franklin (1252 Liberty St) on Saturday, August 9th, from 12-2pm. See the insert in
this newsletter for more information.

Industrial Truck and Crane, Inc.
(ITC)—a Harrisville-based crane
rental company—has expanded
its fleet with the acquisition of a
second heavyweight lift system that will serve the cellular
communications, natural gas, bridge construction, HVAC
and plant maintenance industries. The new 350-ton
Grove 6350L long-reach crane, along with the 350
standard-reach system ITC already possesses, are the
largest of their kind in the Pittsburgh-Cleveland-Buffalo
triangle. The massive new mobile crane features a sevensection, 263-foot boom that can accommodate a 121-foot
extension, giving it a maximum reach of 384 feet, almost
double that of a standard heavy weight crane. At its
highest reach, the new system can lift a 2.2-ton load, making it ideal for heavy, long-reach lifts that occur in cellular, natural gas, and bridge construction industries.
According to Ray Graff, president, the new crane “is a
game-changing heavyweight lift system. It’s a great
addition to our fleet, and we’re eager to deploy it in
support of our customers that need its capabilities”.
Venango Area Chamber of Commerce ● (814) 676-8521 ● www.venangochamber.org
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Help Welcome Students to Venango College
Students will soon return to attend
Venango College for the Fall term. The
annual kick-off event “Discovery Weekend” will take place Saturday, August
23, 2014. The event involves helping
students move into their campus
apartment, a “Choosing to Be Champions” presentation by
Mike Dunphy, Resource Fair introducing students to clubs,
organizations and student resources, Dinner with the Dean,
and many other informational sessions.
Venango College is looking for the community’s help in
welcoming new students by developing “welcome bags” for
each new student that include coupons from local
restaurants and stores and any other goodies or information
from local merchants or businesses. Please contact Casey
McVay
in
Admissions
at
814-393-1229
or
cmcvay@clarion.edu with questions or to offer assistance
with this project. Thank you!
Venango VNA Foundation is
excited to share with you their
new logo.
This logo was
created to enhance awareness
in the community about the
VNA Foundation whose sole
purpose is to generate funding to support the charitable
care and services provided by
the Visiting Nurses Association of Venango County.

In the Oil Region
With school starting again in less than a month, we look
forward to working with area schools through the School
Counts! In the Oil Region program, an initiative that
encourages employers to use high school performance
records as one of the criteria used to evaluate high school
job applicants. For more information on this program,
visit our website at http://www.venangochamber.org/
invest/school-counts-in-the-oil-region/
“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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Oil Creek State Park Announces August Events
August 9, 2014 - Oil Creek State Park Summer Biathlon
Sponsored by: Friends of Oil Creek State Park, Range Resources and PA Biathlon Club
Proceeds from event benefit: “Friends of Oil Creek State Park Volunteer Group”
Location: Oil Creek State Park Cross-Country Ski Area, Petroleum Center
Course: 6K Cross Country Run with 2 shooting stops! First timers welcome. All equipment provided.
Open to all athletes age 12 and over who complete the mandatory pre-race safety clinic.
What is a Summer Biathlon and how does it work?
The 6K running race is divided into three parts. First: The timing starts with waves of one or two runners
leaving every minute and running an approximately 1.2 mile loop. As you approach the shooting range at the
end of the first running loop, you will run into the range, catching your breath, lie down in the prone position
and pick up an easy to use .22 caliber target rifle. You shoot 5 shots at a 4.5-inch
metal knock down target 33 meters away. For each missed target you are
required to run a 70-meter penalty loop after the shooting stop. Second: After this
first shooting stop, you run out of the range and run the same 1.2-mile loop again.
The second time at the range you will shoot 5 shots at the same type target from
the standing position and run the 70-meter penalty loop for each missed target.
Third: Once you’ve completed the standing position, you run out of the range and
run the 1.2-mile loop a final time ending at the finish line. Remember every second counts!
For more info on Biathlon visit: www.usbiathlon.com or www.friendsocsp.org

August – Train Rides
Ride the Oil Creek and Titusville Railroad every Wednesday, Thursday, Saturday and Sunday in August.
Train departs from Perry Street Station at 1:00 p.m., 409 S Perry Street, Titusville.

August 9 – Speeder Rides
Ride on a Speeder (railroad track repair car) from Perry Street Station to Rynd Farm and back, a 27 mileround trip. $30/person. Reservations required. Limited number of tickets available, so make your reservations now. Call 814-676-1733.

August 16 – Geo Train
Search for caches in downtown Titusville until noon. Train departs Perry Street Station at 1:00 p.m. and
takes you to Drake Well Museum where the event will be held and caches will be hidden. Lunch will be
served from between 1:15 and 2:15 p.m. Learn new skills with demonstrations of other activities to keep
you busy all day. Silent auction, vendor displays, prizes, & games. Call for pricing. Reservations required.

August 23 – Murder Mystery Dinner/Train Ride
Medium Mayhem – The Stromboli Family Reunion
Join us on the Oil Creek & Titusville Railroad for a Murder Mystery Dinner. Reservations are required as
seating is limited for this raucous Italian family reunion celebrating Mama Filomena’s 80th birthday. Unfortunately, sometimes the family that stays together, preys together and murder is definitely a part of the program for the night’s festivities! The evening starts at 5 pm with dinner at Perry Street Station, 409 S. Perry St,
Titusville, PA. Reservations required.
For all events requiring a reservation, please call (814) 676-1733, and make sure to visit www.octrr.org for
additional details!

Venango Area Chamber of Commerce ● (814) 676-8521 ● www.venangochamber.org
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After sixteen years at the helm, Jane Richey, one of the Founders of Lighthouse Ministries will be retiring
from active full-time oversight of the Fishermen’s Network Ministry operating. The ministry is currently
under the 501(c)3 corporation of Lighthouse Ministries of Franklin, Inc., located at 149 Summit Drive in
Franklin. She will continue to serve on the Board of Directors, but day-to-day operations and ministry
will become the responsibility of Eva Palmer, the new Executive Director.
Eva is a member of Grace United Methodist Church in Oil City and has a long history of lay ministry in
missions. Her background includes considerable computer and paralegal experience as well as a heart
for seeing the churches work together in ministries that could not be accomplished working alone. She
brings administrative and organizational skills that will benefit pastors and laypeople as they work
together to bring ministries to our area that will benefit “the church” and outreaches that will benefit the
unchurched.
In 1998, the primary ministry of Lighthouse Ministries was the startup and operation of WAWN, 89.5
FM, a Christian radio station in the American Family Radio Network. Churches were polled and through
a cooperative effort of their financial support and along with Jane’s administrative skills, she managed
the station for twelve years until AFR consolidated all operations and programming from Tupelo, MS in
November 2010. The local station remains on the air but is no longer under Lighthouse Ministries. A
close friendship still exists between AFR/AFA which benefits local ministry through services offered by
the station such as local announcements and weather.
To aid in building communication between the Christian community, Jane produced a weekly email
newsletter called Fishermen’s Net News since 2004 to a distribution list of over 500, which included a
Community Calendar of Events as well as a “Salt” & a “Light” section of informative Christian news and
encouragement. Eva has taken up this task since June 4, 2014 and will also become part of the
ministerial teams of the local ministeriums.
Jane said, “It’s been a wild ride and I’ve enjoyed every minute of it, working with AFR, local pastors and
laypeople, meeting and interviewing many famous people, such as missionaries, authors, movie stars,
concert artists, Superbowl superstars, politicians and many more. None can compare, however, with
the King of Kings and Lord of Lords who has led every step of the way on this adventure. I have every
confidence that Eva, with the support of the area churches and Christian community, will develop new
and relevant ministry opportunities as the Lord leads her in her walk of faith.”
Churches and non-profits are encouraged to send all their announcements to eva@fishermensnet.org
for future publication into Fishermen’s Net News.
The Oil City Fire Department will install, free of charge, one smoke detector on each
floor and one in each bedroom of your house. This program is only available to
residents of Oil City.
To schedule your installation, call the Oil City Fire Department at 678-3061
“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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Junior Achievement of Western PA Seeks Business Support
School will be back in session soon, and that means it is also time for Junior
Achievement (JA) to be present in our classrooms. Our program teaches on
the core pillars of financial literacy, work readiness and entrepreneurship.
Schools look to Junior Achievement to provide supplemental learning
experiences that help young people develop the competence, confidence and
character to make smart academic and economic decisions.

Lori Sibble, a financial advisor
with Edward Jones Investments,
Seneca, teaching a JA program at
Cranberry Elementary School.

Volunteers play a key role in bringing Junior Achievement to life. By using the
materials supplied by JA and sharing your personal and professional
experiences and skills with students from your community, you help them
make the connections between what they are learning in school and what they
will need to succeed in work and life.

We need your help to meet the demand for our programs. In the 2013-14
school year, we served more than 1,000 students in the Oil Region. Your
participation helps us bring the JA experience to more schools and students
in your community. For more information, and to find out how you can help
bring this important program to your schools, please contact Jan Leonardi at
814-323-9948 or jleonardi@jawesternpa.org.

Get involved. Get signed up.

Get Connected.

of Venango County

Are you looking for volunteers? How about if you’re a volunteer yourself looking for ways to help your
community? Sometimes accomplishing these can be very difficult, this is where United Way of Venango
County comes in with their new program Get Connected!
Get Connected is an internet based program that lets both volunteers and those seeking volunteers to
easily connect and communicate with each other. All you need to do is get onto
www.unitedwayofvenangocounty.org and click on the VOLUNTEER NOW button and follow the steps to
signing yourself or your organization up. Not only is it easy it’s FREE!
The United Way of Venango County signed up for this program opportunity in order to make it easier for
organizations that need volunteer help and individuals who want to help to come together to make our
community as a whole a better place. Every single person in our community has the potential to make a
positive impact in someone’s life, with Get Connected that potential turns into tangible fact.
Sign up now!
“Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful committed citizens can change the world;
indeed, it’s the only thing that ever has.” ~ Margaret Mead

Venango Area Chamber of Commerce ● (814) 676-8521 ● www.venangochamber.org
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#FollowFriday, Friends, and Networking
By Kurtis Bell
If you have never heard of Micah Baldwin until now, you are probably not alone. The name had not been
one I would have recognized either, but after researching and writing this article he is sure to be someone I
watch in the future.
If you have ever tweeted a #FollowFriday hashtag or followed someone on a #FollowFriday
recommendation, you can thank Micah Baldwin. Aside from his Twitter fame, Micah Baldwin is an up and
coming name in the digital publishing market. He is currently with Blurb, but has served in a leadership or
advisory role for several other companies. Baldwin also serves as a mentor to other startup companies as
he loves to inspire change in the world.
When asked about networking, Baldwin shared some surprising details with Frank Gruber of Tech
Cocktail. Baldwin claims to be an introvert, which is not really a quality you might come to expect from a
successful businessman. He deals with the awkwardness of being an introvert in a social setting by seeking
out genuine interactions with others. Micah says; ”I’ve only tried to meet interesting people, and to be
friendly. I don't ever think about what I can get, I think about only what I can give.” He expanded on the
idea by stating that he does not consider himself to have a network, but instead a group of friends.
You can find out more on Micah Baldwin and keep up with his startup adventures on his about.me page at
http://about.me/micahb.

Understanding Power of Attorney
Did you know that a Notary can help you prepare your Power of
Attorney or your Durable Power of Attorney? Here are some facts of
what each of them does for you:
A Power of Attorney is a legal document that authorizes someone to act
for you. You name someone known as an agent. You can authorize your
agent to do such things as sign checks and tax returns, enter into
contracts, buy or sell real estate, deposit or withdraw funds, run a
business, or anything else you do for yourself. A Power of Attorney can
be broad or limited. Since the Power of Attorney document is tailored for its specific purpose, your agent
cannot act outside the scope designated in the document. A regular power of attorney ends when its
purpose is fulfilled or at your incapacity or death.
A Durable Power of Attorney serves the same function as a Power of Attorney. However, as its name
implies, the agency relationship remains effective even if you become incapacitated. This makes the
Durable Power of Attorney an important estate planning tool. If incapacity should strike you, your agent
can maintain your financial affairs until you are again able to do so, without any need for court
involvement. That way, your family's needs continue to be provided for, and the risk of financial loss is
reduced. A Durable Power of Attorney ends at your death.
Stop in so we can help you with this process.

“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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Church on the Lawn Planned
Franklin Alliance Church, 1200 Otter Street, Franklin, is
hosting some exciting summer events coming soon. On
Sunday, August 3, 2014 at 10:45 a.m., they will host Church
on the Lawn, a favorite service for many as their location
sits right on the river! A Back to School Block Party will take
place on Thursday, August 21st from 6-8 p.m. with indoor
and outdoor games, activities, prizes and more! They hold
regular services on Sundays at 10:45 a.m. and Sunday
School at 9:30 a.m. each week.

Duquesne University and the Green Building Alliance will
present a Sustainability Seminar at 1243 Liberty Street in
Franklin, PA. Topics covered will be Sustainable Business
Growth, Green Building, Energy Savings, and Eco-Tourism.
For more information and to register go to www.duq.edu/
greenbiz

Sunday, August 3rd, is the TASTE of FRANKLIN. Franklin
restaurants, delis and caterers offer delicious samplings
of their popular menus. “Foodies” can purchase tickets
sold for 50 cents each to sample the tempting treats. The
band Catro, featuring vocalist Tammi Dahl, will perform.
There are activities for children and the Christian
Motorcycle Club coordinates a Motorcycle Cruise-In on
12th Street Island. The event runs from 11 AM to 4 PM in
Fountain Park and is followed at 4 PM with Taste of Talent Finals on the Bandstand.
Information is available at www.franklinpa.gov or Franklin, PA – Events/Marketing Office Facebook.
Venango Area Chamber of Commerce ● (814) 676-8521 ● www.venangochamber.org
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13th Annual
Cranberry Festival
September 20, 2014
Morrison Park, Seneca
www.facebook.com/CranberryFestival

Hoss’s Community Night
Fundraiser for Cranberry Festival
September 13 & 14, 2014

Speeder Rides in August

Oil Creek & Titusville Railroad
August 9, 2014
Don't miss your opportunity to ride on a vintage
track repair car on Saturday, August 9, 2014 at 9am
or 7pm!
Reservations are required and can be made by
calling 814-676-1733. Hurry seating is limited!
Tickets are $30 each and children under age 6 not
Permitted. No flip flops or sandals!
“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”

14

Foundation Programs Planned
The Crawford Heritage Community Foundation and Bridge Builders Community Foundations will
present the following two programs.

How to Be a Great Board Member
Wednesday, August 20th at 4pm, Towne Square Conference Center at 110 W. Spring Street in Titusville
Peter Drucker, "the father of modern management," frequently asserted that the most underutilized resource in any
nonprofit is the board of directors. We're good at recruiting and getting good people around the table, but are we
getting the most out of their abilities, interests and connections? One of the reasons we fall short is that we do not educate our board members on the responsibilities of the job.
There are 10 essential duties in being a great board member. This session is designed for volunteer board members and
nonprofit managers to help maximize the enormous of amount of talent already present in our communities. A high
functioning Board will increase fiscal stability, program efficiency and ultimate impact upon community needs.
Wednesday, August 20, 2014 at 4:00 PM Towne Square Conference Center, 110 W. Spring Street, Titusville, PA

Protect Your Assets to Provide More Money to Family and Charity

A seminar on Wednesday, August 27th from 11 to 4pm, Drake Well Museum
Attorney Nadia Havarti from the law firm of Knox McLaughlin Gonall & Sennett will discuss the impact of recent rulings
by the Supreme Court of the United States on inheriting retirement accounts outright and protecting them from
creditors.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
PRESIDENT LORI SIBBLE

Edward Jones Investments, Seneca

V.P.

Hagan Business Machines

DAVE SNEDDEN

SECRETARY BETH HARMAN

Northwest Savings Bank

TREASURER MATT CALDWELL

Caldwell Printing Services

BRIAN DAWSON

Oil City Library

DR. KATE ECKERT

Eckert Chiropractic

EMILY FETCKO

Moxie Media

SALLY HARDS

Webco Industries, Inc.

BUTCH
HARGENRADER

Pepsi Bottling Company

DR. RYAN JACKSON

Gonstead Family Chiropractic

BILL KAPP

Action Auto Service, Inc.

WENDY LINEMAN

PA CareerLink

DEB LUTZ

Oil Region Alliance

GREG MERKEL

McFate & Merkel Law Office

JOYCE MORGAN

UPMC Northwest

SCOTT STAHL

Oil City Area High School

EXECUTIVE
DIRECTOR SUSAN WILLIAMS

swilliams@venangochamber.org

EXECUTIVE
ASSISTANT DOTTIE TAWNEY

dtawney@venangochamber.org

INTERN

acowles@venangochamber.org

ASHLEY COWLES
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Summer Best Dressed Windows Winner Announced
The Oil City Main Street “Best Dressed Windows” Summer 2014 winner is…
The Printer’s Cabinet and Curiosities, located at 30 West Front Street in
Oil City. Nick Hess, owner of the South Side shop, chose a “Little Red Riding Hood” theme featuring antique
and vintage clothing, storybook and fixtures. The winner was announced just
before the Oil Heritage Festival Queen ceremony in Central Avenue Plaza last
week. Gates & Burns Realty, coming in at just 2 points below The Printer’s
Cabinet, has been given Honorable Mention for their window, which features
pinwheels, pelicans, flip-flops and a perky summer theme. Other entries in the
summer contest included Today’s Cutting Edge and the Transit Fine Arts
Gallery. “We thank everyone who entered in the summer contest, as well as
those who created great windows in time for the Oil Heritage Festival without
entering, such as Barr’s Insurance, Caldwell Printing, and other businesses and
organizations,” says Kathy Bailey, Main Street Manager. “We’re pleased that our
window display initiative has really taken off and is inspiring folks to put their
best windows forward. Even if your business is not a retail store, an attractive
window display gives your business better curb appeal and makes the business
district more enjoyable to walk through. The next “Best Dressed Windows”
contest will be held in the coming months.

Downtown Mural Program Kick-Off Planned
Another revitalization initiative is about to be rolled out in
downtown Oil City. The Oil City Main Street Program is
launching a Downtown Mural Program to bring artistic
murals to downtown buildings.
Outdoor murals were identified in the Main Street 5-year
strategy early on, in its initial planning stages. Last year,
several Main Street Design and Promotions Committee
members began to put the plan into action by researching
mural programs in other communities. After many months,
a set of mural guidelines and an artist contract and
property owner agreement have been drafted. A funding
pool of over $40,000 has also been established through the
Edith C. Justus Charitable Trust, the Laura M. Smedley
Trust, the Oil Region Alliance, the National Parks Service,
and several private sources.
A Kickoff Event is scheduled for Tuesday, August 19th, from
5:00 – 7:00 in the Great Room of the National Transit
Building.
Guest Speaker Mac Howison, Senior
Programming Officer at The Sprout Fund, will share how
The Sprout Public Art initiative has improved the visual
landscape of Pittsburgh and surrounding communities.
The event will also feature an overview of Oil City’s
Downtown Mural Program and a call for artists. The event
is open to local and regional artists, downtown Oil City
building owners, business owners, community leaders, and
any interested persons.
Advance registration by
Monday, August 18th is requested. Interested parties
may call the Main Street office at 677-3152, ext. 101 or
reply via email to kbailey@oilregion.org.

“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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This Calendar of Events is brought to you by:
4 Your Car Connection, Verify! & Energy Efficiency Solutions

September 5: FLEX First Friday Lunch
August 7: Intern Appreciation Luncheon
August 13: Business After Hours Mixer, Foxburg,
September 13/14: Hoss’s/Cranberry Festival Fundraiser
5-7PM
September
17:Lunch
FLEX Meeting, Chamber Office, 5:30PM
May 4: FLEX
First Friday
August 20: Brown Bag Luncheon, Hagan Business
September
18: Board
of Directors Meeting 8AM
May 15: Board
of Directors
Meeting
Machines, Chamber Office 12Noon
September
Cranberry Festival, Morrison Park
August 20: FLEX Meeting, Chamber Office May
5:30PM
21: FLEX
Meeting 20:
- 5:30PM
August 21: Board of Directors Meeting 8AM
August 21: Chamber Annual Steak Fry
COMMUNITY CALENDAR OF EVENTS AVAILABLE
COMMUNITY CALENDAR OF EVENTS AVAILABLE
AT
WWW.VENANGOCHAMBER.ORG/CALENDAR
COMMUNITY
CALENDAR OF EVENTS AVAILABLE
AT WWW.VENANGOCHAMBER.ORG/CALENDAR
AT WWW.VENANGOCHAMBER.ORG/CALENDAR

The Venango Area Chamber of Commerce builds, serves and promotes regional business.
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FLEX members play a huge role in the
Venango Area Chamber’s Annual Oil
Heritage Festival. From volunteering
at many events, to chairing entire
events, FLEX is a huge help with the
festival!
The FLEX Ice Cream Social was held again this year,
where FLEX members served ice cream until it was
sold out. FLEX members also participated in the Oil
City Firefighters 5K Run/Walk, in which they
proudly wore their FLEX shirts. Some events
chaired by FLEX members include the Children’s
Parade (Jason Bidish), the Car & Motorcycle Cruise
(Matt Caldwell), Oil Heritage button selling (Greg
Williams), and the Ultimate Frisbee
Tournament (Mason Williams). If they weren’t
working at any of these events, you could find
them all over volunteering at events such as
the Artisan & Fine Craft Show and evening
concerts in Justus Park.
This year’s Oil Heritage Festival was a success,
and the Chamber is extremely thankful for all
the hard work that FLEX members contribute!
Thanks to Bright Ideas Learning Center & Photography for the photos!
“The Future of Venango Area Business!”
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Jason Bidish may be a familiar name to many of you as he has become deeply rooted in
the Oil Region. Bidish calls Oil City “home” and is currently an insurance agent on the
team at Barr’s Insurance in Oil City, PA.
Prior to beginning his career at Barr’s, Jason studied at Clarion University. He received
his associate’s degree in Business Administration and Paralegal Studies at the Venango
College. He then went on to earn his bachelor’s in Management and Marketing with a
minor in Small Business Management at Clarion’s main campus.

Jason has an impressive list of accolades to his name. He is a published writer in the
business world, was honored with presenting on his work at an international business
conference for the Society for Advancement of Management, and is an Accredited
Advisor of Insurance. He also serves on the PPC advisory board, is an active member of FLEX, and organizes
the children’s parade for the Venango Area Chamber of Commerce.
Outside of his career, Jason keeps busy with several hobbies and volunteering for local organizations. He is a
self-proclaimed movie buff and foodie, as well as a new gardener. When not immersed in film, food, and
gardening; Jason finds time to enjoy the areas beauty outdoors.
Looking forward, Jason sees himself becoming a stronger
member of the community which he loves, as well as
furthering himself professionally as a member of the team at
Barr’s Insurance.
When asked about what made him stay in Venango County,
Jason credits the area’s slower pace and small town feel with
being a huge draw for him. He really enjoys how, in Venango
County, you really feel as if you are a part of the community
and get to know everybody throughout the community. The
atmosphere and setting of Venango County are also both
things that keep Jason in the area.

www.bridgebuilderscommunityfoundations.com

On our Book Shelf

206 Seneca Street
Oil City, PA 16301
P: 814.677.8687
F: 814.677.3404

Connecting Donors to Philanthropy Since 1975

We’ve been sharing with you; now we’re asking you to let us
know what you are reading. What’s on your bookshelf or
your kindle?
Would you be interested in writing a future book review for
FYI?
Susan, the director at the Venango Area Chamber, has a
whole book shelf full of business, career development, and
leadership focused books that she would love to share! Stop
in or give the Chamber a call at (814) 676-8521.
FLEX ● (814) 676-8521 ● www.venangochamber.org/chamber/flex

Whether you’re an aspiring marathon runner, or someone who is just trying to stay
active; you probably know Dr. Kate Eckert. Dr Kate is a Chiropractor with a practice
in Oil City, PA who focuses on a well rounded, personalized approach to chiropractic.
After leaving the area to pursue her education at Gannon University, and the New
York Chiropractic College, Dr. Kate returned home where she opened Eckert
Chiropractic.
In the past year, Eckert Chiropractic saw some major changes with Dr. Kate closing
her Saxonburg office to serve Venango County full time at her Oil City office. She has
been delighted with the area’s response to the move and looks forward to helping
even more people stay healthy and active through the continued growth of her Oil
City practice.
Outside of the office, Dr. Kate practices what she preaches. She stays active with yoga classes, working out,
walking her dog Bruno, paddling the river in the summer, and skiing the trails in the winter months. She
also serves as a board member for the Venango Area Chamber of Commerce and the Oil City YMCA.
Dr. Kate’s favorite part of living in Venango County is
undoubtably the great outdoor adventure options. Some of
her favorite outdoor activities include riding the bike trail,
enjoying the boat club and the various hiking trails at
Rockmere, paddle boarding, and cross country skiing in the
winter months. If you run into her at any of these places,
you’ll probably notice that Bruno also shares a love for the
Oil Region’s outdoor activities as well.

What’s the most valuable skill young
professionals can bring to the work field?
There’s not one gift that’s best for a young professional to
bring to the work field, but many. These include:








Global diversity
Newness and fresh outlook on the labor force
Values and ability to converse with individuals nationally
and internationally
Proficiencies in digital communication and the awareness
of the necessity to develop their interpersonal and written communication, which enhances the usages of the
internet and other forms of electronic communication
The ability to achieve shared meaning and shared understanding with each individual one interacts with
The ability to make yourself understood once you understand the situation

There are multiple skills necessary to bring to the work field,
with communication being one of the most critical skills to
master, in which it is involved in almost every aspect of a
career.
Excerpt from Ask the Young Professional

http://www.asktheyoungprofessional.com/what-the-experts-say-young-professional-advicefrom-mildred-saunders/

“The Future of Venango Area Business!”
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INTERN
Appreciation Luncheon
When?: August 7th at 12:00 pm
Where?: Wanango Golf Club
(314 Chestnut St, Reno)
Join us for this year’s Intern
Appreciation Luncheon! This lunch
allows us to show our appreciation
to college interns who come to our
area to work during the summer.
Lunch and a brief program will be
provided. See the insert in this
month’s newsletter for additional
information and a registration
form. We hope you can make it!
OUR MISSION
FLEX represents the needs and interests of Young Professionals by positioning ourselves
as leaders, entrepreneurs and advocates for the sustainability of the Venango Area
through civic engagement, leadership development and networking.

Where you’ll find FLEX in August:
FLEX First Friday Lunch - There will be no FLEX First Friday Lunch this month
Intern Lunch - August 7th @ noon, Wanango Golf Club (314 Chestnut St. Reno)
Monthly Meeting - August 20th @ 5:30 pm, Venango Chamber Conference Room
Chamber events -

Check out the Business Connector Calendar of Events or

Text FLEX to 42828 to be added to our email list

VenangoFLEX

email: flex@venangochamber.org

FLEX ● (814) 676-8521 ● www.venangochamber.org/chamber/flex

Future Leaders and Entrepreneurs Exchange (FLEX) & the
Venango Area Chamber of Commerce invite you to join us at this year’s. . .

INTERN
Appreciation Luncheon
on

August 7th at 12:00 PM
Located at the Wanango Golf Club
(314 Chestnut St, Reno)
Each summer, local businesses and
organizations employ college interns
from schools throughout the region and
further. This relationship benefits our
community in countless ways. Employers
typically reap the benefit of the best and
brightest students, who bring energy and
creativity along with emerging technical
skills to their workplace. The community
has the opportunity to engage and invite a
future workforce.
The Intern Appreciation Luncheon is our
chance to show our appreciation for the
choice these students have made in
spending their summer with us. It is our
intention to provide lunch and a brief
program to show our appreciation to the
students before we send them back to
their fall classes.

Please see the reverse side
for a registration form

Registration Form
Please call or email the Venango Area Chamber of
Commerce to RSVP, or fill out the form below
Company:_________________________________________________________
Contact Person:_____________________________
Phone:__________________

Students Attending:
Name:___________________________ Job Title:________________________
College:_________________________ Major:__________________________
Name:___________________________ Job Title:________________________
College:_________________________ Major:__________________________
Name:___________________________ Job Title:________________________
College:_________________________ Major:__________________________
Name:___________________________ Job Title:________________________
College:_________________________ Major:__________________________
Please use additional copies of this form if needed or attach a list.

Sponsorship:
We would also gladly accept any sponsorships. Those who support the event with a $100
sponsorship will be recognized at each table and in event publicity.

We would like to sponsor this event with a donation of $50_____ $100 _____ other_____

⃝ Check is enclosed

⃝

Please invoice ___________________________

Please return or call by August 5th:
Venango Area Chamber of Commerce
41 Main St.
Oil City, PA 16301
814-676-8521 (Fax) 814-676-8185
acowles@venangochamber.org

Sixth Annual

Joint Chamber
Summer Mixer in Foxburg
Wednesday, August 13, 2014
5-7pm
65 Main Street
Foxburg, PA 16036
Enjoy delicious food and drinks while
networking with business members of the
Armstrong County, Butler County, Clarion
Area, Franklin Area, Grove City Area and
Venango Area Chambers of Commerce,
in the historic town of Foxburg.
Check in at the registration table located in the green
between Foxburg Wine Cellar & Foxburg Library.

Please RSVP to the Venango Area Chamber of Commerce by calling
814-676-8521 or emailing dtawney@venangochamber.org

