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WELCOMES NEW MEMBERS
The Barnard House
Cathy Kentzel
108 River Ave
Box 534
Emlenton, PA 16373
Phone: (724) 867-2261
eMail: pkck1@comcast.net
Web: www.thebarnardhouse.com
Published: Bed & Breakfast

The Barnard House is a unique home that
offers rest along the Allegheny River, in a
location along the Erie to Pittsburgh Trail.
Regional products and
services are
showcased in this historic Victorian home.

Clarion County Community Bank
Michael A. Fornof
333 West Main Street
Clarion, PA 16214
Phone:(814) 226-6000
Fax: (814) 226-4882
eMail: mfornof@clarionbank.com
Web: www.clarionbank.com
Published: Banks

Locally owned and operated community
bank, specializing in small business, and
mortgage lending. For more information
please visit us at www.clarionbank.com.

impel Pilates & Yoga
Anna Mong
1252 Liberty Street
Franklin, PA 16323
Phone:(814) 758-4039
eMail: mail@impelpilates.com
Web: www.impelpilates.com
Published: Fitness
Turtle Bay Lodge
Ray Beichner
472 President Village Road
Tionesta, PA 16353
Phone:(814) 677-8785
Fax: (814) 677-5727
eMail: turtlebay@velocity.net
Web: www.turtlebaylodge.com
Published: Bed & Breakfast

@VenangoChamber
Venango Area
Chamber of Commerce

venangochamber

Impel Pilates & Yoga offers Pilates classes,
one on one sessions along with hot Yoga
and booty barre classes. We work with all
levels and ages to help promote and
improve a healthier body and lifestyle.

Turtle Bay Lodge has five deluxe bedrooms,
a conference room, great room, full kitchen,
back deck with a picnic area, a 55' front
porch overlooking the scenic Allegheny
River, a great lookout to watch the
incredible wildlife and beauty of the area,
and a fire pit on the riverbank.

VenangoChamber
Venango Area Chamber
of Commerce Group
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#VenangoWorks

The Venango Area Chamber of Commerce would like to introduce their new
campaign: Venango Works! Venango Works focuses on doing business in Venango
County, and encourages people to share their experiences.
How can you share how you do business?
-Post and tag photos of member businesses you visit on Facebook, Twitter,
Instagram,or any social media app
- Post stories of how you and another member work together
- Use the hashtag #VenangoWorks on your posts
Not only do we want you to post on your personal and own business pages, we want you to share with
us! Tag us in your posts, share on our page, and show us how you are supporting business in the area.
In addition, if you haven’t already noticed, our monthly newsletter has also received a new look! We
have changed our title to Venango Works to accompany our new campaign. We will continue to share
information about our members, happenings in the area, and ways that Venango County businesses are
thriving. Refer to the previous page for all of our social media account information.
We love doing business in Venango County, and we know you do too. Let’s work together to support
businesses, share our experiences, and show that Venango Works!
For more information about hashtags and how they work, read our article “So What is a Hashtag
Anyways?” on our website www.venangochamber.org/category/news.
Venango Chamber Director to Attend Chamber Day in Harrisburg
Executive Director Susan Williams will attend Chamber Day on June 10th. Senator Scott Hutchison and
State Representative Lee James will also be participating in some of the day’s events.
The agenda for the day includes a special luncheon with Gov. Tom Corbett, discussions with state
policymakers on key business issues, and a chance to foster relationships with other businesspeople and
local chamber professionals in the Commonwealth. Panel discussion topics scheduled are
Transportation Policy, Workforce Development and Economic Outlook (Budget, Pension, Taxes).
We encourage members to contact us in advance of June 10th if you have items that you would
specifically like to be discussed in Harrisburg.

Hillside Hustle 5K
Seneca Hills Bible Camp will be holding a “European Style Cross Country Race” on Saturday, June 7 th.
The race is located at the camp at 276 Damascus Rd. in Polk, with race day registration starting at 9:00
A.M. and an 11:00 A.M. race start. The cost is $45 and proceeds will benefit
the Seneca Hills 518 Fund, which provides scholarships to young people
ages 5 to 18 to attend camp.
For additional information and online registration, go to
http://senecahills.com/conferences-events/hillside-hustle-5k/.
You can also email josh.hayes@senecahills.com or call (814) 432-3026.
“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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Venango County’s first ever TEDx
event was held on Saturday, May
19th at the Oil City Library. Four
speakers presented to an
audience of nearly 50. Chamber
Director Susan Williams served
as the MC. Speakers were Susan
Hileman, Elizabeth Griebel, Linda
Henderson and Stacy Aldrich.
All talks were recorded by
Jonathan Wenner and will be
available for viewing online, with links to be listed at
https://sites.google.com/site/tedxoilcitylibrary/.
TEDxOilCity was organized by Brian Dawson, the Director of
the Oil City Library. Brian anticipates applying to hold the
event again in 2015.
To view comments from TEDxOilCity,
#TEDxOCL

search hashtag

Oil City Cash Mob Saturday June 14: meet at 10:00 am in
front of the National Transit Building, follow us to a local
destination. Bring $20 cash to spend… bring a friend & enjoy
the fun! Save time to enjoy coffee or lunch downtown
afterward!

Whimzy’s Opens for Business
The Chamber welcomed
new business Whimzy’s
with a ribbon cutting on
May 19th.
The new restaurant
owned by Cathy Voit and
Mary Voit is located at
219 Seneca St. Oil City.

Venango Area Chamber of Commerce ● (814) 676-8521 ● www.venangochamber.org
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The staff at the Venango Conservation District have
changed their email addresses. Please note that the new
email address for Lisette Lane is llane@usachoice.net.

Relocated Businesses!
Crawford Technical Solutions
has moved from Innis Street in
Oil City to 3028 State Route 257
in Seneca, right beside Deer
Creek Winery in the old BUZZ’s Auto building. Their new
location provides more space and accommodations to assist in the continual growth of their business. Visit their
website at www.crawfordtechnicalsupport.com or check
them out on Facebook for additional information regarding
any computer needs you may have!

B & M Floors recently relocated. Their mailing address
remains the same but to visit their new showroom, you
will find them at 1969 Allegheny Boulevard in Reno.

“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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Spotlighting Venango Toymakers
In 2013, over 790 children in the Venango County Area received Christmas toys made by the volunteers of
Venango Toymakers, Inc. They were also able to provide some games and hand-make blankets to folks in
area nursing homes and senior center. That’s a lot of good cheer from a few volunteers during a short time
period each week.
The Venango Toymakers, a not-for-profit organization, makes quality toys for the children of Venango
County and part of Clarion County. By coordinating with area shelters, local Salvation Armies, Children and
Youth Services, Community Services, Head Start Programs, day care centers, churches and similar agencies,
they make quality toys for the children who otherwise do not have any for Christmas. These toys are
provided free to any agency which requests them.
They meet once a week for four hours in donated space located in the Franklin Industrial and Commercial
Development Authority Complex. In less than 2,000 square feet, they have set up a wood shop, a finishing
room, a toy storage room, and a sewing room. The set-up of this space was made possible through grants
from the Samuel Justus and Edith Justus charitable trusts, the Franklin Kiwanis, and the Franklin Elks. They
have set up a fully functioning, well-equipped wood-working shop. Most of the wood they use for the toys
was donated by Weyerhaeuser of Titusville.
The individuals that work at the toy shop volunteer their time and talents and, in many instances, financial
assistance. Their by-laws preclude them from selling the toys they make, so they depend upon donations to
cover all operating and repair expenses, and the purchase of replacement or new equipment. These
expenses are covered by individual donations, and from truck donation banks at area businesses during the
holiday season. In the planning stage is a "Christmas in July" event which will be their sole fund-raiser.
The members’ ages range from the late 50’s upwards. Right now, the oldest volunteer is 90. They have a
pretty nifty—and talented—group of volunteers whose quality of work is such that they should be
considered artisans and master crafters. Many of the volunteers have their own followings and one or two
have been spotlighted as "Artist of the Month". Some have even won awards for their work. Without
exception, whether the volunteers are working with wood or fabric or finishing items that come from the
toy shop, each volunteer takes great pride in their work.
To every person who is involved in this program there are many rewards. Not only does it get volunteer out
of the house at least one day a week but they are doing something that is appreciated by those who receive
the toys. And all of them believe, "He who stoops to help a child, Stands Tall."

Venango Area Chamber of Commerce ● (814) 676-8521 ● www.venangochamber.org
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Amy Baumcratz was introduced to social media in 2006 while working in the
hospitality industry. Clearly an early adopter, she wasted no time using MySpace
and Facebook to promote events in her place of work. Amy recognized the
opportunity to connect with others and share information across her industry. She
also was quickly acknowledged as the expert in the room. Friends encouraged her
to look for a way to start her own business teaching others about social media, how
to get started using it, and how to use it better.
In 2011 she launched Hospitality Social Magnet. Amy offers a variety of services to
small businesses and organizations that are looking to leverage the power of social media. She often is
asked to teach classes or workshops, but is also happy to work one-on-one with businesses in achieving
their goals. In March of this year, Amy attended the Social Media Marketing World Conference in San
Diego and had the pleasure of meeting several of her mentors. Because of the relationships she had built
through social media, many of the attendees at the conference were already familiar with Amy.
On the website www.hospitalitysocialmagnet.com you can find great information and Amy's blog, where
she shares tips and information that will help anyone navigating the world of social media. Of course
Amy has a presence across most all of the social media platforms. While many small businesses contact
Amy to help them get started with their own social media plan, Amy has found that many just don't feel
that they have the time to devote on their own. She is able to work with them on a plan that includes her
setting up their presence on the various sites such as Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and Pinterest, and
with their input, she completes regularly scheduled posts. Often this is the first step to them managing
the sites on their own.
Be sure to visit Hospitality Social Magnet online or contact Amy at (814)227-9580 or by email at
amy@hospitalitysocialmagnet.com.

Urban Insurance Agency and Seneca Insurance and Full Service Notary Join Forces
The Urban and Seneca insurance agencies are thrilled to announce that
they will be combining operations. The Urban team members located
at 3798 State Route 257 will be moving into the Seneca office at 7137
US 322, beside Sheetz in Cranberry, on 6/2/14. Please stop in to meet
their combined team and say hello.
Their Urban customers will see some positive changes! With the established Full Service Notary
operation, they will be able to serve more of your needs under one roof. They will also be offering
extended hours. You can now stop in to review your insurance coverage and/or have notary work done
8-7 on weekdays and 9-12 on Saturdays.
For their Seneca customers, aside from having a larger team to help meet needs more timely, little will
change. They are looking forward to continuing Dan Estadt’s tradition of excellence and service as they
mourn his unexpected passing.
“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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SPECIAL THANKS TO:
THE MOVIES AT CRANBERRY,
CRANBERRY MALL
CULLIGAN WATER CONDITIONING
PEPSI BEVERAGES COMPANY
LEISEL KOBER, VIDEO PRODUCTION
Bright Ideas

Venango Area Chamber of Commerce ● (814) 676-8521 ● www.venangochamber.org
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2014 Venango Membership Edition Published Friday May 30th
A special thanks goes out to all who supported this annual publication
of The Derrick. The Annual Membership Edition provides an
overview of the Chambers programs and activities. It is distributed in
the daily edition of the Derrick each year, this year on Friday, May
30th.
This 12 page insert is also
www.thederrick.com, year around.

available

for

viewing

at

Additional copies are available at the Chamber and are offered to
guests and new members. If you missed getting a printed copy, stop
by the Chamber to pick up yours today.

V E N A N G O A R E A C H A M B E R O F C O M M EIdentity
RC E
Studios

Celebrating the 4th of July Venango Style!
Wednesday, July 2nd

Saturday, June 28th
LibertyFest Parade
Liberty Street, Franklin at 6:00 pm

8th Annual Cranberry Fireworks Spectacular:
Cranberry Mall at dark
Taste of Talent Vocal Competition
Bandstand Park, Franklin at 7:00 pm

Thursday, July 3rd
Jolly July 3rd Celebration: Justus Park in Oil City
4 p.m. - Children’s Events
6:30 p.m. - Concert in the Park
10:00 p.m. - Fireworks Display by Pyrotecnico Fireworks
Silver Cornet Band Concert
Bandstand Park, Franklin at 7:00 pm

Thursday, July 4th
Franklin Fireworks:
Ideas
Riverfront Park in FranklinBright
at dusk
“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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Venango Visit From Lt. Governor, Jim Cawley
On Saturday, May 3rd, the Venango Area Chamber hosted an intimate gathering with a group of area
industry leaders, Representative Lee James and Lt. Governor Jim Cawley. During the meeting, the Lt.
Governor shared the status of topics that the state administration is currently working to implement in the
Commonwealth. Mr. Cawley’s primary interest was collecting input on issues impacting industry in our
region.
Our industry leaders shared many of the struggles experienced by businesses in Venango County. Among
the issues, the region’s unemployment rate was discussed in detail. The Lt. Governor was informed about
the closing of the PNC call center last year as well as the “war on coal” causing many layoffs at Joy. It was
noted that although Pennsylvania’s overall unemployment rates, as well as Venango County’s have dropped,
the need for skilled workforce in the region and the area’s inability to find and retain individuals with
technical degrees or backgrounds was identified as a continuing struggle.
The flaws of the Department of Labor’s Unemployment Compensation system were discussed as well. The
Lt. Governor and Representative James both were interested to hear details of how the system is not
employer friendly and requested additional information to be provided.
Not exclusive to industry, the impact of the UPMC and Highmark contract expiring at the end of 2014 was
discussed as having a major impact on the citizens in Venango County. Some attendees feel that it would be
appropriate for the government to intervene in this issue.
The Chamber is grateful for the participation of our industry leaders in this event. In attendance was a
representative each from Joy Global, Merisol, Specialty Fabrication & Powder Coating, Scrubgrass
Generating Company, Liberty Electronics and Webco Industries, Inc.

Northwest Commission Attends Governor’s ImPAct Awards
On May 30th, the Northwest Commission will attend the 2014 Governor’s ImPAct Awards ceremony in
Hershey, Pennsylvania with 24 regional businesses nominated by economic development organizations
throughout the Northwest Region. The Governor’s ImPAct Awards are presented by Governor Corbett, the
Pennsylvania Department of Community and Economic Development (DCED), and the Team Pennsylvania
Foundation.
Nominees are selected from each of the Commonwealth’s 10 Partnerships for Regional Economic
Performance (PREP) regions in one of five categories: Community Impact, Entrepreneur Impact, Export
Impact, Jobs First, and Small Business Impact. A winner is then selected from each PREP region for each
category for a total of ten winners statewide per category.
The Northwest Commission extends congratulations to the region’s nominees and finalists and a sends a
sincere thanks to the economic development partners in the region for their assistance.
The Venango Chamber members nominees for the Northwest Region are:
Community Impact
- Barr’s Insurance, Inc. (Oil City)
- Klapec Trucking Company (Oil City)
Small Business Impact
- Klapec Auto Body, Inc. (Cranberry)
- Radio Adventures Corp. (Seneca)
Venango Area Chamber of Commerce ● (814) 676-8521 ● www.venangochamber.org
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Women of Hope

“The ministry of presence is one in response to the needs of the people, and following the Holy Spirit. May
God continue to guide all of us in our chosen occupations and vocations.”
Catholic Rural Ministry (CRM) of the Oil City Deanery was established in 2007 to “Bring Hope and God's
Compassionate Presence" to people this area. CRM is one of the pastoral ministries of Catholic Charities
of the Diocese of Erie. In our community, the faces of Catholic Rural Ministry are the “Women of Hope”,
Sister Marian Wehler, OSB and Sister Tina Geiger, RSM. Sister Marian has served in this ministry since
its inception, with Sister Tina joining her in 2012.
Together they minister responding to local churches by giving days of reflection and youth programs,
encouraging local youth to respond to God's call to serve and promoting a sense of care, solidarity and
neighborliness of people of all faith. They have been active in the Catholic Work Heart Camp, first held in
Oil City in 2013 and in the ecumenical Mustard Seed Ministry. Sister Marian and Sister Tina work closely
with St. Elizabeth Center to further help families-in-need. They also offer spiritual programs for the inmates at Forest State Correctional Institution in Marienville. Ministry in the deanery's four catholic elementary schools, regional high school, university campus and at the various religious education programs also keep them busy. The ministry of presence is one in response to the needs of the people, and
following the Holy Spirit. May God continue to guide all of us in our chosen occupations and vocations.
While based in Venango County, Catholic Rural Ministry serves Clarion and Venango and parts of Crawford and Forest counties. Every other month the sisters travel to Forest County State Correctional Institution to offer spiritual enrichment classes and twice a year deliver four day retreats to inmates.
Whether working with families, children in the community, or men who are serving in prison, the call
remains the same, to be "Women of Hope." Their ministry is 60% funded through fundraising. Along
with their salaries, other expenses include their utilities, vehicles and fuel, office supplies and furniture.
They are quickly able to offer a brief list of items that would be helpful in their service, including computers, a copier, subscriptions to professional journals, and a few furniture items for their home. For
more specifics, those interested in making donations can contact the Chamber or Sister Marian and Sister Tina directly.
Recognizing that the business community plays an important part in ministering to those in need, the
Women of Hope are inviting chamber members to a Brown Bag Lunch at the Chamber on Wednesday
June18th at noon. The topic of discussion will be the “Business of Faith”. You will have the opportunity
to learn more about what they have observed in the community and how you and your business might
be able to assist in transforming the community, through act of giving or acts of kindness. To reach the
“Women of Hope”, you can call (814) 677-2032 or email Sr. Tina at srtinag@aol.com

The Catholic Rural Ministry Sisters gave a Bible
Course on the Old Testament to participants from
several churches in the area.

Sister Marian Wehler, OSB and Sister Tina Geiger, RSM

“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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Additional Motor Vehicle Fees
Effective July 1, 2014
Under Act 89 of 2013, fees for motor vehicle products and
services will increase to the amounts shown below:
- Certificate of Inspection, Annual $5
- Certificate of Inspection, Semiannual $3
- Certificate of Exemption $2
- Registration, Transfer Plate $9
- Registration, Replacement Plate $11
- Registration, Legislative Plate $76
- Registration, Personalized (Vanity) Plate $76
- Registration, Preserve Our Heritage Plate, Zoological
Plate $54
- Registration, Special Mobile Equipment (SME) $52
- Registration, Implement of Husbandry (IMP) $26
- Registration, Farm Vehicle $110 or one-third regular
fee
- Registration, Commercial Implement of Husbandry
$110 or one-half regular fee
- Registration, Street Rod $51
- Registration, Ambulance, Taxi, Hearse $77
- Trailer, 10,001 lbs. or more, Annual Registration $35
- Trailer, Optional Permanent Registration $165
- Motor Home, Annual Registration <8,000 lbs: $65
8,001 – 11,000 lbs: $90
11,001 lbs. or more: $116
* Temporary License plate fees will also increase per
issuing agent fee schedule
For all your title, registration and notary needs contact:
Allegheny Notary

We are pleased to congratulate our friends at
Victorian City Art & Frame on celebrating their
20th Anniversary. They will be celebrating on
Friday, June 13th. Check out the Venango Chamber
online calendar for details.

Venango Area Chamber of Commerce ● (814) 676-8521 ● www.venangochamber.org
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Franklin Re-Named a Bronze
Level “Bicycle Friendly Community” by the League of
American Bicyclists.
The BFC program of the League
of American Bicyclists is revolutionizing the way communities
evaluate their quality of life,
sustainability and transportation networks, while allowing
them to benchmark their progress toward improving
their bicycle-friendliness. The bronze BFC award
recognizes Franklin’s commitment to improving conditions for bicycling through investment in bicycling
promotion, education programs, infrastructure and
pro-bicycling policies. Franklin’s work on the bike/
pedestrian path through Riverfront Park represents
their commitment to linking their “always eventful”
downtown to the local trail system. In addition to tying
bicycle friendliness to their developing tourist trade,
they hope that the people of Franklin will participate by
becoming a more physically active and healthy
community. Franklin also has a great line-up of events,
theatre, concerts and festivals this summer! If you would
like information on visiting Franklin call 814 437-1619
or go to www.franklinpa.gov

Attention Community Members of
Emlenton/Foxburg/Parker!
These communities have been chosen as 1 of 7, out of
66 communities all over Pennsylvania for the Blueprint Communities Initiative.
What do you need to do? Visit:
www.padowntown.org/pdc-testing/perceptions
Take this survey about the communities and share
this with your friends/family who live in the area. It
wont take any longer than 15 minutes and it’s a really
big help! This will help the Initiative and the Team of
Community Members figure out what they need to
work on.
If you want to read more about the Blueprint Community Initiative, visit :
www.blueprintcommunities.com

“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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Bridge Builders Impacts Community and Local Students
Bridge Builders Community Foundations is pleased to announce that this spring
they have granted out over $165,000 in scholarships to worthy students from our
area. Scholarships are created by donors who wish to help students in our area and
give them every chance they can to educate themselves and ready themselves to be
successful students and citizens.
This spring, the Community Foundation has also awarded approximately $60,000 in grants to many
charitable causes, agencies, and programs in the Venango County area. Many generous donors have made
this lasting positive impact. The Community Foundations’ Trustees, Board Members, volunteers and staff
would like to thank all the donors past and present for their continued generosity and dedication to
making our area a better place to live, learn, work and play.
For more information on how you can make lasting and positive impact please contact the Community
Foundation at 814-677-8687.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
PRESIDENT LORI SIBBLE

Edward Jones Investments, Seneca

V.P.

Hagan Business Machines

DAVE SNEDDEN

SECRETARY BETH HARMAN

Northwest Savings Bank

TREASURER MATT CALDWELL

Caldwell Printing Services

BRIAN DAWSON

Oil City Library

DR. KATE ECKERT

Eckert Chiropractic

EMILY FETCKO

Moxie Media

BOBBIE HAAG

PA CareerLink

SALLY HARDS

Webco Industries, Inc.

BUTCH
HARGENRADER

Pepsi Bottling Company

DR. RYAN JACKSON

Gonstead Family Chiropractic

BILL KAPP

Action Auto Service, Inc.

WENDY LINEMAN

PNC Bank

DEB LUTZ

Oil Region Alliance

GREG MERKEL

McFate & Merkel Law Office

JOYCE MORGAN

UPMC Northwest

SCOTT STAHL

Oil City Area High School

EXECUTIVE
DIRECTOR SUSAN WILLIAMS

swilliams@venangochamber.org

EXECUTIVE
ASSISTANT DOTTIE TAWNEY

dtawney@venangochamber.org
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Take Time to Smell the Coffee
Kurtis Bell–ServiceMaster by Bell
I’m a coffee addict who is quickly becoming a coffee snob. If you know me, you have probably heard how
“Bulletproof” coffee has changed my life. Rather than bore you with the story, and since this is a
networking column, we’ll bring this back home. Networking, much like coffee, is best when you really
care and take the time to do it right.
There’s always an easy way, whether it be in networking or coffee. You could attend events spamming
everyone there with your business cards and quick sales pitch. Or, you could take the time to slow down
and talk with people; not talk at people. In comparison, you could always brew a pot of coffee in the
standard drip machine or your Keurig; but the art is lost.
Whether in coffee making or networking, the end result is determined by the process. In coffee, if you
coarsely grind your perfectly roasted beans, warm the water to 195°F before slowly pouring it over the
beans in your french press, then wait 4 minutes to plunge the press; you will be rewarded with a
delicious beverage that is smooth and rich in flavor and aroma.
The harshness you taste in some coffees, much like the
harshness you receive in networking, is often due to
rushing the process and being slightly off in some of the
steps. By slowing down and focusing on perfecting the
process, you will avoid the harshness in both coffee and
networking. People want to feel appreciated and by
building relationships and trust, you can offer that to your
connections.
Take the time and brew that perfect cup of coffee and see
for yourself just how different things can be. You might be
surprised how many similarities there are between the
art of coffee making and the art of networking. Thanks
again for reading, and until next time: cheers!
QuickBooks Essentials Training
One of the area’s top QuickBooks Trainers Heather
Mohnkern will be proving 18 hours of QuickBooks Essentials Instruction! She is offering her classes on June 11,
18, and 25 from 9 A.M. to 3 P.M. on the 3rd floor of the National Transit Building on Seneca Street in Oil City. The
fee for each class is $149 and the course manual is $79.
To register, call the Keystone Community Education
Council at (814) 677-4427 before June 3rd.
“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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This Calendar of Events is brought to you by:
4 Your Car Connection, Verify! & Energy Efficiency Solutions

July 11: FLEX First Friday Lunch, Clarion County
June 6: FLEX First Friday Lunch Whimzy’s 12PM
Community Bank, Franklin 12PM
June 11: Cranberry Pennzoil/Farmers National
Bank Mixer 5-7PM
July 16: FLEX Meeting 5:30PM
June 12: Chamber Golf Outing - Wanango Golf
Board
of Directors Meeting 8:00 AM
May 4: FLEXJuly
First17:
Friday
Lunch
Club, Reno, PA
July
OilMeeting
Heritage Festival
May 15: Board
of 24-27:
Directors
June 13: FLEX Intern Mixer, 5-7PM
June 18: Brown Bag Luncheon 12PM - TheMay
Business
21: FLEX Meeting - 5:30PM
of Faith with Sr. Tina & Sr. Marian
June 18: FLEX Meeting - 5:30PM
June 19: Board of Directors Meeting 8:00 AM
COMMUNITY CALENDAR OF EVENTS AVAILABLE
COMMUNITY
CALENDAR OF
OF EVENTS
EVENTS AVAILABLE
AVAILABLE
AT
WWW.VENANGOCHAMBER.ORG/CALENDAR
COMMUNITY
CALENDAR
AT
WWW.VENANGOCHAMBER.ORG/CALENDAR
AT WWW.VENANGOCHAMBER.ORG/CALENDAR

The Venango Area Chamber of Commerce builds, serves and promotes regional business.
Venango Area Chamber of Commerce ● (814) 676-8521 ● www.venangochamber.org

Intern Welcome Event & Business
After Hours Mixer
FLEX will be hosting its Intern Welcome Event & Business After Hours Mixer again this year
on Friday, June 13th at the National Transit Building on Seneca Street in Oil City. Interns
and student workers from all area businesses are encouraged to attend this event for
opportunities to network with peers and mentors across the region. The Intern Welcome
Event will begin at 4 p.m., and then will transition to a Business After Hours Mixer for all
Chamber members from 5-7 p.m. Area businesses are encouraged to support initiatives for
our community’s young leaders.

Volume 1| Issue 6| June 2014

For more information about the Intern Welcome Mixer or happy hour on June 13, or if you are
interested or know a young professional who would like to be involved in FLEX, e-mail
flex@venangochamber.org, like us on Facebook, text FLEX to 42828, or contact the Chamber at
814-676-8521.

“The Future of Venango Area Business!”
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Mason Williams is proud to call Oil City and Venango County his home. He sees the beauty
in the area and recognizes the wonderful things that can be done in the Oil Region. Perhaps
that is part of the reason he enjoys his position with Williams Travel so much. At Williams
Travel, Mason proudly serves as a travel agent where he helps people to see the world
through travel.
Prior to his career in travel, Mason attended Slippery Rock University where his efforts
were focused towards communications and public relations. While in school, Mason honed
his skills in relations and customer service with Omni Resorts.

Staying active is key for Mason. When he’s not planning your upcoming trip, he tries to find
time to enjoy the great outdoors. He enjoys golfing, playing soccer and frisbee, as well as
simply being outside. He touts that Venango County is perfect for leading this type of lifestyle as there is more
than enough to occupy any budding outdoorsman.
When asked about his plans for the future, Williams says that moving south is definitely a priority. Family and
the weather that Kentucky can offer are the major driving factors behind this aspiration.
Mason said that his perfect “Venangoland first date” would consist of a fun round of golf, grilling some steaks,
and would be capped off with a trip up the hill to his favorite lookout spot to take in the sights of the oil region.

The Importance of Networking
Have you heard of the 6 degrees of separation? There
are never more than six people between you and the
person you want to talk to. Why is this important? Have
you ever tried to get a job but “didn’t know the right people”? Approximately 60-80% of jobs are found through
some form of networking. Having a personal connection
to the hiring manager is the best way to get your resume
to the top of the pile.
www.bridgebuilderscommunityfoundations.com
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Networking is also an excellent way to develop your
career. It helps you stay up to date on your industry so
that you aren’t being left behind and if you decide to
branch out to something new, you know people who are
already doing it to ask advice of. One of the
greatest
benefits of a good network is referrals and sales leads.
People that know you and your business practices are
much more likely to send you business, because they
know who they can trust.
Of course, the best and
most important benefit of a
strong network is that it is
really just a
circle of
friends. You help a friend,
they help a friend, who
then helps another friend
and the karma just keeps
on coming.
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Oil City Native, Gregory Williams is proudly carrying on a family tradition in the
insurance industry. Greg proudly represents the 3rd generation of insurance
professionals in the Williams family.
He looks up to his parents and what they have accomplished thus far in their respective
businesses, and aspires to advance the family business as well. Growing up in a family
business, he witnessed the hard work and long hours that go in to owning your own
business. He grew to truly appreciate and respect what his parents have done to grow
the business to its current state and is looking forward to what is yet to come.
After graduating from Oil City High School, Greg attended Slippery Rock University. In
his time at Slippery Rock, Greg studied Business Management.
While Greg is a busy young professional, he realizes that you have to make time for yourself. He enjoys taking
some time to play a round at one of the area’s golf courses, or lace up the high tops for some basketball with
the boys.
We asked Greg about his favorite “hidden gem” in Venango County, and his answer may surprise some of you.
Although he notes that it is not really “hidden”, he enjoys walking the area along Horse Creek by Rockmere
Road and taking in the sights and sounds of the area.

On our Book Shelf
John Maxwell is an internationally
respected leadership expert and
author. He has sold more than 21
million books over his 50 year
career in personal development.
The 15 Invaluable Laws of Growth
is book #3 in Maxwell’s Laws series,
following The 21 Irrefutable Laws
of Leadership and The 17
Indisputable Laws of Teamwork—
both must-reads in their own respect. This book focuses on 15 tried and true principles that are always certain to help a person grow.
The 15 Laws will help you to
become a lifelong
learner whose potential continues to increase and
never gets “used up”. If you are in a position where
you are responsible for helping others grow (coach,
teacher, counselor, or parent!), this book is a necessity. You will be hard pressed to find many negative
reviews on Maxwell’s book. This is also a great way to
get some inspirational quotes to help you develop
your potential and keep it, as there are many quotes
throughout the book which tie in to Maxwell’s message. Don’t like hard copies? This book is available for
the Kindle and on iTunes!
“The Future of Venango Area Business!”
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Cornhole for the Cause Was a Success!

FLEX held Cornhole for the Cause on May 3rd at Taylor’s Pub in Franklin. The
fundraiser was put together to raise money for Relay for Life, and the FLEX
members will be participating as a team at the event Saturday, May 31st.

(Photos by Bright Ideas Learning Center and Photography)
OUR MISSION
FLEX represents the needs and interests of Young Professionals by positioning ourselves
as leaders, entrepreneurs and advocates for the sustainability of the Venango Area
through civic engagement, leadership development and networking.

Where you’ll find FLEX in June:
First Friday Lunch - June 6th @ noon, Whimzeys
Intern Welcome Event & Mixer - June 13th @ 4, National Transit Building
Monthly Meeting - June 18th @ 5:30 pm, Venango Chamber Conference Room
Chamber events - Check out the Business Connector Calendar of Events or
www.venangochamber.org

VenangoFLEX
Text FLEX to 42828 to be added to our email list

email: flex@venangochamber.org
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