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WELCOMES NEW MEMBERS
Community Blood Bank of Northwest
Pennsylvania
Kathy Hastings
2646 Peach Street
Erie, PA 16508
Phone:(814) 456-4206
Website: www.fourhearts.org
Published: Non-Profit

Community Blood Bank is the exclusive supplier of blood products to UPMC Northwest.
We rely on blood donors in Venango County
to donate with us, so we can in turn provide
that blood to the local hospital. Donating
blood with Community Blood Bank helps impact the lives of family, friends and neighbors
right here in Venango County. With the help
of local organizations and businesses, we provide local patients with the blood they need,
when they need it.

Fisher & Father Auto Parts - NAPA Auto
Parts
Shane Fisher
2449 State Route 25
PO Box 239
Cranberry, PA 16319
Phone:(814) 677-6272
Fax: (814) 678-6518
Published: Automobile Parts

Franklin Alliance Church
Rev. Scott Woodlee
1200 Otter Street
Franklin, PA 16323
Phone:(814) 437-3215
eMail:
secretary@franklinalliancechurch.org
Website: www.franklinalliancechurch.org
Published: Churches

We are a Christian and Missionary Alliance
Church in Western PA. We desire to love God,
love others and make disciples in a biblically
sound and culturally relevant way. We exalt
Jesus as Savior, Sanctifier, Healer and Coming
King.

VenangoChamber

Venango Area
Chamber of Commerce

Venango Area Chamber
of Commerce Group

VenangoChamber
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This month I wanted to unveil a few of our local speakers that will be sharing with us from the TEDx OilCity
Library stage.

Saturday, May 17, 2014
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First we have Elizabeth Griebel, a name many of you will
be familiar with. Her mission is to raise the awareness
of the need for women and girls to empower themselves
in our community. Elizabeth sees a community where
females are at a disadvantage and will be identifying
these trends and offering strategies on how to increase
collaboration in an effort to move forward this segment
of the population for the benefit of the entire community.

John Lydon (you may know him by his stage name Johnny Rotten) once said "the genuine roots of
culture is folk music," and that is where Linda Henderson is going to take us on her Talk. Ultimately,
Linda would like to see American Folk Music embraced as a national treasure. We will hear her ideas
on how to make this happen and it starts at a local level. If we are a good audience, we may even be
able to convince Linda to give us a performance.
The final speaker we are announcing this month is Susan Hileman. Susan summed up the spirit of our
event when she said "We all want to be stirred by something - hope, wonder, what opportunities the
future holds!" She will be discussing innovation and life lessons, and the opportunities that arise from
these changes. Most importantly she will address everyone's innate potential for being innovative and
how this can have a ripple effect changing the world.
I find it amazing that our small community has brought us people with such passion and diversity of
ideas. Best of all, they are willing to share it all with us!
On a final note, we are also looking for a host for the day. If you, or someone you know has experience
emceeing an event or may be interested in acting as the master of ceremony for the day send them our
way. They can contact me, Brian Dawson, Director of the Oil City Library at 814-678-3072 or
director@oilcitylibrary.org

Oil City High School Career Exploration Fair
Local Businesses are encouraged to participate in the Oil City High
School Career Exploration Fair. This year's fair will be held on March
4, 2014. The time of the Fair is from approximately 7:40-12:00. The
Fair will be located in the Oil City Senior High School Gymnasium.
The Career Exploration Fair is a part of the school's graduation
project. We want to give every student in the high school an opportunity to talk face-to-face with a working adult who shares his/her interests, an adult who is further down
the road that the student wants to travel, an adult who wishes to inform, encourage, and inspire the next
generation of workers in Venango County. For more information, contact Jennifer McGarvie at 814-6762771, ext. 1212 or
visit https://sites.google.com/a/mail.ocasd.org/career-exploration-fair/

“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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Local Students Share Achievements
VC Senior Recognized as National Merit Finalist
Venango Catholic High School is pleased to
announce that senior Nicholas Barletta has
achieved Finalist standing in the National
Merit Scholarship Program. As a National
Merit Finalist, Barletta is one of the top
15,000 students out of the 1.2 million
students who took the qualifying test during
their junior year. Barletta is competing for
$35 million in National Merit Scholarship awards.
Barletta is the son of William and Christina Barletta of Oil
City. He is a graduate of St. Stephen School in Oil City and
intends to become a physician. Congratulations, Nicholas!
VC Junior Chosen
for National 4-H Congress Design Team
VC Junior Christopher Fink has been
chosen for the 2014 National 4-H Congress
Design Team. The National 4-H Congress
Design Team consists of the nation's most
outstanding 4-H members, 4-H volunteers,
and extension staff. The Design Team is
responsible for planning and organizing
this nation event. Fink is the third Pennsylvania 4-H'er chosen to serve on this team
in the last four years.

Venango Area Chamber of Commerce ● (814) 676-8521 ● www.venangochamber.org
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Cross Creek Resort Celebrates Easter
Come to their fabulous Easter
Brunch
Sunday, April 20, 2014
Seatings at 11:30am, 1:30pm,
3:30pm
Call for reservations
814-827-9611

Move it & Lose it
It’s time to get fit…it’s time for you to Move it & Lose it.
Starting April 2nd, Oakwood Heights and the Cranberry
Mall are beginning a fitness initiative to get you moving.
The program itself will take place every Wednesday at the
mall and will consist of blood pressure checks (both
before and after exercise), heart rate checks, as well as
healthy recipes and snacks. Not to mention a free pedometer to log your steps. Every month an award will go out to
the member with the most steps.
Oakwood Heights and the Cranberry Mall are sponsoring
this program as a way to help the community begin to
focus on fitness and well-being. “The mall is the perfect
place to walk; its indoors, so rain or shine, you can get
your workout in. There is plenty to look at and best of all…
its completely free” stated Dara Nottingham, assistant
property manager of the Cranberry Mall. Nottingham
continued by saying, “this will be so convenient for someone to stop before work or who needs to start or continue
a healthy lifestyle.”
The mall doors open at 7:00am daily and the program will
take place every Wednesday from 7:00-9:00am. No more
excuses, this is the perfect, no cost opportunity for you to
begin your new lifestyle. For more information, contact
Dara Nottingham at 676-3406 ext. 101 or Lynn Cole at 676
-8686 ext. 143.

“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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Spotlight on New Member Franklin Alliance Church
The Franklin Alliance Church is join the Venango County Chamber
of Commerce. Founded in 1921 we have been part of downtown
Franklin for 97 years.
Since we are a church I am confident everyone in the chamber is
aware of our basic weekly spiritual offerings for the community.
Some particularly unique ministries that we are currently involved concern the care of the disadvantaged. During Franklin’s AppleFest, for example, our location one
block from the center of town allows us to provide designated handicap parking throughout the event. We
also provide monthly worship services to Sugar Creek Station where many of the faithful are no longer
able to attend their own churches. And new this Fall we offer a support group for families with children
who are on the Autism Spectrum. We will be growing this ministry in the future to provide continued
spiritual and emotional help to parents, a fun and caring group designed specifically for siblings, and
opportunities for the education and spiritual enlightenment for children with ASD.
The care of souls and spiritual formation is our passion. We always look forward to ways we might partner with others in the county in both the secular and sacred arenas to provide comfort, encouragement,
education and spiritual edification.
One way we are asking for that partnership is with the
upcoming Seek God for the City 40 days of prayer. We are part
of the Venango County Christian Ministerium, which is presenting 40 days of prayer concerning 40 topics at 40 locations
from Ash Wednesday to Palm Sunday. We are hosting the
prayer meeting dedicated to Business People. So we want to
hear from you on what you believe are areas of concern in the
business realm of Venango County. How can we pray for your
success, stability, services, and your staff? We invite you to
contact us at secretary@franklinalliancechurch.org. We also
invite you to our prayer meeting concerning Business on
March 27th at 7PM. We will gladly pray for you and your business and look forward to partnering with you in the county for its welfare through Christ, in the power of
the Spirit, for the glory of our Father in heaven.
[You can find us on the web at www.franklinalliancechurch.org or call us at (814) 437-3215. We are located
at 1200 Otter St, Franklin, PA 16323 and our pastor is Rev. Scott Alan Woodlee.]

The Winter - Spring edition of West PA magazine
is now available. Copies may be purchased for $7
and are available at the Venango Chamber office.
Check out the Venango Chamber’s Ad on page 45.

Venango Area Chamber of Commerce ● (814) 676-8521 ● www.venangochamber.org
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Let’s Talk Bodies
By Kurtis Bell, ServiceMaster by Bell

It is undeniable that communication is a huge part of networking. We think about how we approach new
people. We mull every little detail about the perfect greeting when making a new connection and how to
break the ice. Yet, an often overlooked aspect of communication is not what is spoken, but what is not
spoken. Ralph Waldo Emerson said it best: “What you do speaks so loud that I cannot hear what you
say.”
What this all comes down to is nonverbal communication, or as some like to call it; body language. This
month, I sat down and talked body language with John Scott Port of Clarion Farms Premium Beef. John
Scott is great with communicating both verbally and nonverbally. Although he is terrific now, he says it
was not always this way. He admits that he had to put a lot of work in to making his body language
match his verbal message when dealing with customers. Through his years of customer interaction, he
has identified ways to represent himself as being very approachable. I have outlined his approach in the
diagram below.

Upon discussing this with him, it became very apparent that this is also a great strategy to add to your
networking toolbox. Thanks again for reading, and if you have any questions on the diagram or want to
know more about nonverbal communication; feel free to email me at kurtis.smbybell@gmail.com.

The Derrick published the 2014 Business Review
and Forecast on Monday, February 24th. You can
view this special edition at www.thederrick.com.
Read about your Chamber on page A-21.

“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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Major Sponsor
Northwest Savings Bank
Vince Witherup
Venango Area Chamber of Commerce
Event Sponsors
Bright Ideas Photography
Urban Insurance
Beith Associates
Patron Sponsors
Barr’s Insurance
Jason Bidish
Caldwell Printing Services
Mayor Barbara Crudo
Edward Jones Seneca
Galaxy Federal Credit Union
McFate & Merkel
Nickel Restaurant
UPMC Northwest
Ryan Cyphert Contracting
Venango College - Clarion University
Sponsorship Opportunities are still available.
Contact the Chamber for more information

Anita Eberle named Venango Area Chamber of Commerce Volunteer of the Year
Each year the Venango Area Chamber’s staff selects the Volunteer of the Year, the
person that has assisted with Chamber with events or activities throughout the
prior year, advancing the mission of the Chamber. The award is a surprise until
the Annual Dinner.

Bright Ideas

While 2013 was not the first year that Anita helped volunteered for the Chamber,
it was a year in which she showed extraordinary commitment in donating her
time and effort to assisting the Chamber staff in the coordination of Oil Heritage
Festival Headquarters.

Venango Area Chamber of Commerce ● (814) 676-8521 ● www.venangochamber.org
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2014 Annual Dinner &
Citizens of the Year Celebration

View the video Tribute to Orie and
Betty Hepler at Venango Chamber
YouTube Channel

Identity Studios

Identity Studios

Identity Studios
Identity Studios

Identity Studios

Identity Studios

Thank you to our event photographers Identity Studios
and
Bright Ideas Photography

Bright Ideas
Additional photos may be viewed on
the Facebook page of Identity Studio
and Design or www.facebook.com/
pages/Venango-Area-Chamber-ofCommerce
Bright Ideas

“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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Unique PA Program Celebrating Business!
If you haven’t heard, there is a truly unique and wonderful program that
has been operating in Pennsylvania for the past thirty-five years designed
to teach our high school students why “free enterprise” is key to the American way of life. Pennsylvania Free Enterprise Week (PFEW), internationally-acclaimed for its excellence, will graduate more than 2,000 students
this coming summer with a vastly improved understanding about how free
markets operate and what the challenges are that face all American companies, particularly those located in Pennsylvania.
Each summer, PFEW holds five, one-week individual sessions in July and August. The focus of the week is
to group the participants (strangers at first) into “management teams” of senior executives who have
inherited imaginary “companies.” These teams, under the guiding hands of an “executives-on-loan,” called
Company Advisors, operate their firms for a computer-simulated three-year period of time. To add a
sense of reality, they are competing against two other student “companies” manufacturing and distributing the same product. Each day’s activities include four to five presentations from world-class business
people from a list that reads like who’s who in Pennsylvania. The students hear about: Business and
Finance, the Role and Relationship of Business and Government, Taxation, Business Ethics, Labor Relations, and much, much more. Is it effective? Said Sarah Minor from Coudersport Area Junior/Senior High
School in Potter County, “I can tell you honestly that this was one of the most incredible opportunities
that any young man or woman could ever possibly dream of having! PFEW not only promises
amazing speakers and an amazing experience, it delivers on all of its promises 100%! It really was
an indescribable honor to be a part of PFEW and I recommend it to any teenager, even if they aren’t
interested in business. I will carry these memories forever!”
The Chamber is proud to support PFEW to give our local students an eye-opening experience like Sarah
described. We encourage our local companies and civic organizations to provide sponsorships for our
students and, if possible, volunteers for the sessions. Every student attends PFEW on a fully tax-deductible
$525 scholarship (the actual value of the scholarship exceeds $1,500) which is provided by a local firm.
PFEW is also an approved organization through the PA Educational Improvement Tax Credit (EITC)
program through the Department of Community and Economic Development.
If you would like to learn more about this award-winning program and how you can help, you can visit
their website at www.pfew.org or contact John Trombetta, President of the Foundation for Free
Enterprise Education at (814) 833-9576 ext. 106 or e-mail him at john@pfew.org. PFEW is open to all
current sophomores and juniors in Pennsylvania and information on attendance, as well as
program applications, can also be found on the website. Questions can be directed to Ms. Amber
Goss, Schools Assistant for PFEW, by calling her office at (814) 833-9576 ext. 103 or emailing her
at amber@pfew.org.

A PFEW marketing team takes a “time out” from working on their
television commercial scripts for their company’s product.

Venango Area Chamber of Commerce ● (814) 676-8521 ● www.venangochamber.org
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Child Development Centers to Begin Offering Evening, Weekend Care
Child Development Centers, Inc. (CDC) will begin offering evening and
weekend care next week in Franklin.
Starting Monday, March 3, the non-profit organization’s Franklin Child
Development Center at 1215 Railroad Street will be open as needed
after 6 pm weekdays and during the daytime and evening on Saturday
and Sunday, according to executive director Rina Nerlich.
“There seems to be a great deal of need for this among families who work or attend school at night and
on weekends, and we want to offer these households another option for care,” Nerlich said.
Finding reliable child care any time beyond daytime hours can be tough for families in local communities because most organizations that provide care aren’t open nights and weekends. The availability of
after-hours care from relatives and neighbors typically is limited too, Nerlich said.
So CDC’s Railroad Street center in Franklin will extend its hours to include nights and weekends. The
Franklin facility and all four other CDC centers in Oil City, Franklin and Cranberry currently are open 60
hours a week, from 6 am to 6 pm weekdays.
Families who wish to learn more about nighttime and weekend care, including weekly fee information,
can contact the CDC office at 437-7288 or info@cdcenters.org.
Financial assistance for eligible families will be available through Child Care Information Services
(CCIS). Families can obtain more information about financial help from CCIS at 814-518-5226, which is a
local telephone number, or at the CCIS office at 509 13th Street, Franklin.

Register For: Where’s The Money?
Finding sources of funding for your business can be hard to do. This seminar brings the expertise right to
you with federal, state, and regional economic development representatives discussing their financing
programs. In addition, commercial lending officers from the local area banks will be on hand to discuss
their financing programs one-on-one.
Small Business Financing
Thursday April 10, 2014
8:30 am to 12:30 pm (8:00 am Breakfast and Registration)
The Belmont Complex
415 Butler Road
Kittanning PA 16201-6509
Cost: $15.00 (Please pre-register)
Call the Clarion University SBDC at (814) 393-2060 or Toll free at 1 (877) 292-1843 or Email:
sbdc@clarion.edu
“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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Sunday, March 9, 2014
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PA Dept of Transportation
Fee Increase Effective April 1, 2014
Motor vehicle and driver licensing fees are going up in
Pennsylvania. Thanks to a transportation funding
measure signed by Gov.Tom Corbett Nov.25, Act 89 of
2013 allows the Pennsylvania Department of Transportation (PennDot) to raise fees for title and license
plate fees, registrations, driver’s licenses, and personalized or vanity registration plates.
Some fees take effect Apr. 1, 2014, while others do not
take effect until 2015.
The title fee will increase from $22.50 to $50, effective
04/01/2014.
License plate fees will increase from $10 to approximately $20, effective 04/10/2014
The registration fee for passenger cars increases from
$36 to $37 in 2015 and $38 in 2017.
Class 1 truck registrations increase from $58.50 to $60
in 2015 and $62 in 2017.
Driver’s license fees will remain at $21 until 2015
when it will go up by $1. In 2017, the fee goes to $23.

Darkhorse Championship Wrestling - TV Taping
Hogue Entertainment will be hosting Darkhorse
Championship Wrestling on Sunday, March 30th at the
Oil City High School, beginning at 3 PM. Admission is
$10, $8 in advance.
DCW airs Weekly on WICU & Oil City's WREC-TV
(formally Venango Video). DCW is family entertainment
- bring the kids! Check website for ticket outlets.
For more information call Brian Hogue at 814-6573864.
“Like” Darkhorse Championship Wrestling on Facebook! Tickets are available at the Venango Chamber.
www.darkhorsewrestling.com
“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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Combining the Love of Bowling with Love of Country
Freedom is not free; it comes at a price. No one understands this more than our American
soldiers and their loved ones. In Iraq and Afghanistan alone, over 700,000 soldiers have been
killed or disabled defending our county. In 2007, Major Dan Rooney, a decorated military
aviator and PGA professional, established The Folds of Honor Foundation as a way to assist the
more than 1 million spouses and children who have been affected –of whom 87% do not qualify
for federal scholarship assistance. The mission of The Folds of Honor Foundation is to “provide
healing, hope and an opportunity for dreams to be realized”. Through events such as Patriot Range Day and Patriot
Golf Day, the Foundation has raised more than $25 million and has awarded more than 5,000 educational scholarships.
Two local bowling alleys, Seneca Lanes of Seneca and Plaza Lanes of Meadville, are doing their part as well to help
contribute to the Foundation and support families in the community. The two centers have teamed up with Oil City
Armory to offer a day of free bowling to approximately 30 families from a nine county radius in the area who have
been affected by the conflicts in Iraq and Afghanistan. Seneca Lanes and Plaza Lanes will also donate $5 to the Folds
of Honor Foundation for every Family Time Combo package booked during the month of March. On Saturdays, from
4 -6pm a lane can be reserved for up to 6 people for only $30 that includes bowling, free shoe rental and a large
pizza. Call Seneca Lanes at 814-676-4618 or Plaza Lanes at 814-724-2144 to make reservations. Enjoy a fun time
bowling with your family while helping other families in need. If you would like more information on the Folds of
Honor Foundation visit www.foldsofhonor.org.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
PRESIDENT LORI SIBBLE

Edward Jones Investments, Seneca

V.P.

Hagan Business Machines

DAVE SNEDDEN

SECRETARY BETH HARMAN

Northwest Savings Bank

TREASURER MATT CALDWELL

Caldwell Printing Services

BRIAN DAWSON

Oil City Library

DR. KATE ECKERT

Eckert Chiropractic

EMILY FETCKO

Moxie Media

BOBBIE HAAG

PA CareerLink

SALLY HARDS

Webco Industries, Inc.

BUTCH
HARGENRADER

Pepsi Bottling Company

DR. RYAN JACKSON

Gonstead Family Chiropractic

BILL KAPP

Action Auto Service, Inc.

WENDY LINEMAN

PNC Bank

DEB LUTZ

Oil Region Alliance

GREG MERKEL

McFate & Merkel Law Office

JOYCE MORGAN

UPMC Northwest

SCOTT STAHL

Oil City Area High School

EXECUTIVE
DIRECTOR SUSAN WILLIAMS

swilliams@venangochamber.org

EXECUTIVE
ASSISTANT DOTTIE TAWNEY

dtawney@venangochamber.org
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Oil City Main Street News
By Kathy Bailey, Main Street Manager

Downtown Business Owner Survey
The Main Street Economic Restructuring Committee is currently conducting a Downtown Business Owner
Survey in order to identify current business trends and needs in downtown Oil City. The survey is being
emailed or delivered to all for-profit business owners within the Main Street District, who are asked to
complete the brief survey and return to the Main Street Office by March 10, 2014. Surveys can be
returned by regular mail, fax or email by to: Kathy Bailey, Oil City Main Street Program, 217 Elm Street,
Oil City PA 16301, fax: (814) 677-5206, email: kbailey@oilregion.org.
Annual Meeting & Mixer Set for March 20
The Oil City Main Street Program will hold its Annual Meeting & Mixer on Thursday, March 20, 2014 from
5:00 to 6:30 pm in the Great Room of the National Transit Building. The event will include a brief look at
2013 accomplishments, recognition of façade improvement projects, election of 2014 officers and time for
networking and refreshments. “This is a great opportunity for downtown businesses, property owners, or
anyone interested in the revitalization of downtown Oil City to come and hear what the Main Street
Program is all about,” stated Kathy Bailey, Main Street Manager. “We’ll introduce our committee
members, give updates on our current projects, and show some highlights of the past year. It’s both fun
and informal: folks can come & hear about our revitalization efforts, and mingle with Main Street
business owners and volunteers.” The meeting is free and open to the public, however advance registration is requested. Interested parties may call the Main Street office at 677-3152, ext. 101 or reply via
email to kbailey@oilregion.org.
Façade Improvement Grants Available
The Oil City Main Street Design Committee is accepting
applications for its Façade Improvement Grant Program.
The program offers a 50/50 matching grant of up to
$5,000 (subject to project limits) for exterior façade
improvements such as awnings, signage, windows,
doors, painting and masonry on eligible buildings
located within the Oil City Main Street District. Applications are due the last day of any month and accepted
year-round, subject to funding availability. For guidelines and an information packet, contact Kathy Bailey at
(814) 677-3152 x 101 or kbailey@oilregion.org.

Fill a Bowl

Save a Family

The 3rd Annual Empty Bowls event, hosted by Community Services of Venango County will be held at Wanango
Golf Club, Monday. March 24, 2014 from 4:30 pm to 8:00
pm. The cost of the event is $15.00 per ticket and admission for kids under six is free.
Tickets are available at the Venango and Franklin Area
Chambers of Commerce.
“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”

41 MAIN STREET P.O. BOX 376 OIL CITY, PA 16301

16

PRSRT STD
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
PERMIT # 280

Address Service Requested
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4 Your Car Connection, Verify! & Energy Efficiency Solutions

March 4: Mixer - Latonia Ballroom & Event Center
5-7PM
March 7: FLEX First Friday Lunch

April 4: FLEX First Friday Lunch 12PM
April 16: Brown Bag Luncheon - Recycling
April 24: Mixer - Venango Museum 5-7PM

March 20: Board of Directors Meeting
March 28: FLEX Presents - Wanango Golf Club
8-10PM
COMMUNITY CALENDAR OF EVENTS AVAILABLE
AT WWW.VENANGOCHAMBER.ORG/CALENDAR

The Venango Area Chamber of Commerce builds, serves and promotes regional business.
Venango Area Chamber of Commerce ● (814) 676-8521 ● www.venangochamber.org

2014 Young Professional of the Year Nominees

Gregory

Griebel

Protivnak

McVay

Martino

LeVerde

FLEX Presents 2014

Intern Mixer

Volume 1| Issue 3| March 2014

2013
Young Professional
of the Year
Matt Beith

Annual Meeting
2013 Nominees

“The Future of Venango Area Business!”

2
Sarah McFate Merkel is a native of Venango county and an Associate with Northbridge
Environmental Management Consultants (Washington DC) working remotely from Oil City.
Growing up in beautiful Northwest Pennsylvania, she has always had an interest in natural
resources and environmental issues. After graduating with a B.A. from the University of
Michigan, Ann Arbor and working for the Federal government in Washington DC for a few
years, she returned to George Washington University in Washington D.C. for a masters
degree in Environmental Policy, and was lucky to get a job in environmental consulting. She
missed being close to family and having the opportunities available in a small town, as well as,
the beautiful natural surroundings. She thinks being able to move back to her hometown of
Oil City after living in large cities for 10 years was a big achievement. It took a lot of planning
and effort, but is such a nice change of pace.
She is active in Oil City Main Street Program, FLEX Young Professionals organization, Venango
Area Community Foundation (Bridge Builders), Oil City First Presbyterian Church, traveling,
refinishing furniture, walking the dog, and spending time with her awesome family. She and her husband would like to have
their own small farm in Venango County to garden and raise a few animals. If anyone is selling one, call her! She would also
like to do my part to keep Oil City a vibrant, attractive and welcoming community.

2014 FLEX Presents Nominees Profiles
Jessica Gregory is a native of Venango County and a graduate of Clarion
University with a degree in Liberal Arts. She is employed at Nationwide in
Franklin and enjoys her career in customer service where she can help
people. She likes to spend her free time giving back to our community,
mainly through the Fighter's Ball, a breast cancer awareness event and
fundraiser that she started three years ago. She has also volunteered for
the Franklin YMCA's youth basketball program, Applefest Spaghetti
Dinner and 5K Race as well as a recreational gymnastics coach and volunteering around the holidays as a Salvation Army Kettle Bell ringer and
Angel Tree donor. Her most recent venture is becoming a Big Sister
through the local Big Brothers Big Sisters chapter where she looks
forward to being matched with a young girl soon.

www.bridgebuilderscommunityfoundations.com

206 Seneca Street
Oil City, PA 16301
P: 814.677.8687
F: 814.677.3404

Connecting Donors to Philanthropy Since 1975

Elizabeth Griebel is a Venango county native, married to Christopher
Griebel and a graduate of Clarion University with an A.S. and B.S.
Elizabeth works at Urban Insurance Agency in Seneca. She holds a seat
on the boards of the Venango County Community Foundation, and is active in Venango Area I-CAP, the Oil Region Alliance Heritage Advisory
Council, Oil City Main Street Program's Safe, Green, and Clean Committee,
the Venango College Paralegal Advisory Board, and serves as Secretary of
FLEX. Elizabeth has also founded the Venango County Runner's Club, a
resource to find local running events and to network with local runners.
She also volunteers for Precious Paws Animal Rescue and is the proud
“mother” of 4 rescue cats.
Leigh Protivnak is a Venango County native and a graduate of University
of Pittsburgh with a bachelor’s degree in English Writing. Upon graduation she returned home to work for Venango Newspapers then became
Executive Assistant at the Franklin Area Chamber of Commerce where she
continues to work as Communications Specialist. She opened Neverending Stories in June of 2012. The book store has the opportunity to give
back to the community by hosting cultural programs and sponsoring
many programs with the library. Leigh serves on the Franklin Fine Arts
Council board, as treasurer of the Friends of the Franklin Public Library,
as a member of the Oil Region Alliance’s Young Professionals Advisory
Committee, and is one of the founders of the Young Entrepreneurs Society
of Franklin (Y.E.S. Franklin) that works to promote the businesses in
downtown Franklin that are owned and operated by young professionals.
She lives in Franklin with her husband Joel and their son Zak.

FLEX ● (814) 676-8521 ● www.venangochamber.org/chamber/flex
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Greg Merkel was born in Niles, IL and has settle in Venango county with his wife, Sarah. Merkel
holds a B.A. from the University of Illinois at Urbana - Champaign and a J.D. from the Charlotte
School of Law, where he is proud to have graduated with honors. After college, he worked as a
carpenter for several years in the Washington DC area. Although he enjoyed the work, he and his
wife were eager to leave DC and settle somewhere closer to their families. Getting a law degree
allowed them to relocate to Venango County. Practicing law has been challenging and rewarding.
It's a decision that he is very happy to have made.
Merkel enjoys spending time with his wife, Sarah, and their daughter, Amelia; grouse and deer
hunting; fishing; golf; and metal detecting. He is involved in FLEX; Petrolia Lodge 363; and
Rotary. Also, he is a member of the board of directors of the Venango Area Chamber of
Commerce and the Venango Museum of Art, Science and Industry. On a personal level, he and his
wife look forward to raising their family in Venango county. They are also eager to try their hand
at farming. Professionally, his goal is always to provide excellent service to his clients.
THINGS YOU WOULD MISS ABOUT VENANGO COUNTY IF YOU WERE NOT HERE: “Winter. Just Kidding. I would miss friends,
family and the easy access to the outdoors.”
Casey McVay is the Assistant Coordinator of Admissions and Financial
Aid at Venango College of Clarion University. She received her B.S. Mass
Media Arts and Journalism from Clarion University. Born in Altoona, PA,
McVay now resides in Franklin, PA with her husband and daughter and
is active in community theatre at the Barrow-Civic Theatre, performances at the Taste of Talent vocal competition, and choreographs a competitive dance number for Studio 22’s FUSION team. She also serves on
the Board of Ministries at Franklin Alliance Church as Outreach Coordinator, assisting with many community events and communications.
Casey has also partnered with Roger’s Gymnastics in Oil City, PA to open
the Diamond Dance Company, offering dance training centered on
fundamentals and self-discipline that promote creativity and a healthy
lifestyle. Her biggest reward comes from being an advisor for the
Venango College student club SEED (Seeking, Exploring and Engaging
Discipleship.)
Amber Martino is a special education teacher at the Franklin High
School and Middle School since 2001. Within the schools, she serves as
Class Council advisor, Broadcast co-advisor, Courtesy Club advisor,
Homebound instructor, and (former) school play director. She is the
Alumnus Chair of the Franklin High School Hall Of Fame Committee. She
is the coordinator for the Venango/Forest County Animal Response
Team, a volunteer group of emergency responders responsible for
responding to disasters and emergencies affecting animals, both domestic and livestock. She is a member of the EMMCO West, Critical Incident
Stress Management Team, a board member for the Venango County
Humane Society (VCHS). At the VCHS, she serves on the building committee, fundraising committee, and the chairperson of the pet shows, as
well as, a member of the DukeFest team which holds an annual dog
walk/fundraiser to benefit local animal organizations. The Reality Tour
is one of my newest volunteer ventures. It is a drug and alcohol prevention program for teens in the county.
Matt LeVerde is a graduate of Mount Union with a B.S. in Mathematics
and a graduate of Cal University with a Master’s Degree in Education
Leadership. He has served as the principal of Rocky Grove High School
for the past six years. He spent six years teaching mathematics in the
Rocky Grove and Franklin schools. He spent six years as the assistant
football coach at Franklin HS and six years as head football coach for Oil
City HS. He is the co-founder of the Northwest Pennsylvania Coaches
Association, founded in 2012. He is married to Jessica LeVerde and has
a three year old daughter, Macy.

“The Future of Venango Area Business!”

For your information, there is so much to do in Venango County!
A regular feature of FYI will be announcements pertaining to opportunities for employment, volunteering
and activities well suited for the young professionals, but not necessarily exclusive to any age group.
Chamber members are invited to submit notices to be included in future editions of FYI. We request that
items be brief but informational (as opposed to advertising), and include contact information for follow up.
Volunteer:
FLEX has established a team for Relay for Life. The Relay for Life will be on May 31st at the Oil City High
School, please consider donating to the American Cancer Society of behalf of the FLEX team or becoming a
member of the FLEX relay team.
Please contact Bobbie Haag at bhaag@venangocareerlink.org or (814) 516-1383 for more information.
Social/Recreational:
FLEX Presents will be on March 28th at Wanango. This is a great networking event to meet other young
professional, as well as, our supporters. Please contact the Venango Area of Chamber for more information.
Workforce:
The 2014 Oil Region Career Fair will be held on April 9th at the Cranberry Mall from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Job-seekers are encouraged to attend a Job Fair Readiness Workshop on March 4th or 18th to assist you in
making the most of the career fair. Topics will include, resumes, first impressions, elevator speeches, and
follow-up. Please contact the Pennsylvania CareerLink - Oil Region at (814) 678 - 5050 to register.

OUR MISSION
FLEX represents the needs and interests of Young Professionals by positioning ourselves
as leaders, entrepreneurs and advocates for the sustainability of the Venango Area
through civic engagement, leadership development and networking.

Where you’ll find FLEX in March:
First Friday Lunch - March 7th @ noon, Leonardo’s Restaurant in Franklin
Monthly Meeting - March 15th @ 5:30 p.m., Venango Chamber Conference Room
FLEX Presents - March 28th @ 8:00 p.m. at Wanango Golf Club
Chamber events -

Check out the Business Connector Calendar of Events or
www.venangochamber.org

Text FLEX to 42828 to be added to our email list

VenangoFLEX

email: flex@venangochamber.org

FLEX ● (814) 676-8521 ● www.venangochamber.org/chamber/flex

