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 Chamber of Commerce 

VenangoChamber 

VenangoChamber 

 

Velocity Network 
Matt Wiertel 
West 15th Street Suite 10 
Erie, Pa  16505 
Phone: 814-833-9111 
Fax:       814-835-0009 
eMail:  matt.wiertel@velocitynetwork.net 
Web:    www.velocitynetwork.net 
Published Category: Computer Service 

  
Cranberry Little League 
Scott Smith 
Box 487 
Seneca, PA  16346 
Phone: 814-516-5650 
Fax:       814-676-2803 
eMail: smazsmith@comcast.net 
Web:   www.cranberryarealittleleague.com 
Published Category: Non-Profit 
 
Keraunic Power Systems, Inc.  
Jacob Bowen 
551 Niles Road 
Franklin, PA  16323 
Phone:  814-758-2732 
Fax:        814-432-9881 
eMail:  admin@kpsoffice.com 
Web:   www.keraunicpowersystems.com 
Published Category:   Electrical Contractor 
 
31 Celebrations 
LauraJane Stone 
507 West Third Street 
Oil City, PA  16301 
Phone:  814-671-4239 
eMail: thirtyonewithljstone@gmail.com 
Web:   www.facebook.com/31celebrations 
Published Category:  Event Planner 

 

WELCOMES NEW MEMBERS 

With Velocity Network, you can stop           
worrying about IT issues so you can focus on     
moving your business forward. Our              
experienced staff monitor and maintain your 
IT infrastructure 24x7 to keep your business 
running.  

 

Cranberry Area Little Baseball provides kids 
the opportunity to play organized baseball in 
the local community.  

 

 

 
 
Keraunic Power Systems, based in Franklin, 
PA provides services within the Commercial, 
Industrial Electrical Design, Construction and 
Maintenance Industry. Our Certified Electri-
cians provide quality installation and service 
to its customers, focusing on timely solutions 
as well as attention to detail.  

 

LauraJane would like to help you plan your 
next event. Is there a party in your future, 
birthday, shower, reunion.  31 Celebrations 
will assist you in making it memorable! 

https://twitter.com/venangochamber
http://www.linkedin.com/groups?home=&gid=1505497&trk=anet_ug_hm&goback=.nmp_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1.npv_24209418_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_spm*4pic_*1
http://www.linkedin.com/groups?home=&gid=1505497&trk=anet_ug_hm&goback=.nmp_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1.npv_24209418_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_spm*4pic_*1
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Venango-Area-Chamber-of-Commerce/105969715560
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Venango-Area-Chamber-of-Commerce/105969715560
https://twitter.com/venangochamber
http://www.youtube.com/user/VenangoChamber
http://www.velocitynetwork.net
http://www.cranberryarealittleleague.com
http://www.keraunicpowersystems.com
mailto:thirtyonewithljstone@gmail.com
http://www.keranunicpowersystems.com
mailto:thirtyonewithljstone@gmail.com
http://www.keraunicpowersystems.com/
http://www.cranberryarealittleleague.com/
http://www.velocitynetwork.net/
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This month I would like to introduce one of our speakers. 

 Once I had gotten over the initial shock of being granted a 
license to hold a TEDx event the reality set in.  Who in the 
world can I convince to get up and speak to us? I obviously 
wanted to showcase local people that had the energy and 
ideas that could help ignite discussions with meaning.  I did 
not want people to tell "why" things are the way they are, 
we all have a good grasp of those.  I wanted the people with 
solutions, outside the box, sometimes crazy solutions.  I 
wanted people who when told something could not work 
asked "why not?" 

The first person who came to 
mind is Pennsylvania's State Librarian, Stacey Aldrich.  I had only met her a few 
months prior at a meeting of library leaders.  She was addressing us on her vi-
sion to transform Pennsylvania's libraries.  Change is always met with specula-
tion, fear and uneasiness and the audience was quick to share their feelings but 
Stacey stood her ground and asked "why not?" She challenged our assumptions, 
refused to allow us to fall into paralysis by analysis, and convinced many that 
inaction was worse than doing nothing.   Stacey had the same attitude I had 
been preaching since I came to the Oil City Library, we must focus on thriving 
not just surviving!  To steal a quote from one of this month's Talks to Consider 
by Steve Jobs, Stacey challenged us not to be "trapped by dogma." 

Stacey is a Pennsylvania native and alumni of the University of Pittsburgh where 
she received a B.A. in Russian Language and Literature and a Master of Library 
Science  degrees. 

Professionally, she has accumulated an amazing array of experience in libraries.   From academic institu-
tions to public libraries she has redefined the role of librarianship.  While serving as a library consultant 
for the Maryland Department of Education she became a senior associate for the futurist think tank Coates 
& Jarratt and would go on to serve on the Association of Professional Futurist's Board of Directors.  This 
would help her refine her philosophies on the future of libraries. 

In 2007 Stacey accepted Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger's appointment to define the future of Califor-
nia's libraries by serving as the Deputy Librarian of the California State Library.  She served in this role 
until being named to her current position as Deputy Secretary for the Office of Commonwealth Libraries. 

Stacey has a strategic vision for our libraries which is accentuated by significant leadership experiences.  
Most of all her incredible enthusiasm for innovation and energy will make this a TEDx talk to experience. 

I hope you all welcome our Stacey to Oil City. 

This month's Talks to consider: 
 
While not a TED talk Steve Jobs commencement speech to Stanford University is an amazing thought   
provoking piece of oratory that can provide amazing insight and motivation. 
http://www.ted.com/talks/steve_jobs_how_to_live_before_you_die.html 
 
Simon Sinek explains his ideas on how the "Golden Circle" is a model for inspirational leadership just by 
asking "Why?"  Another of my favorites and if you follow any of my social media outlets you have probably 
seen it before. 
http://www.ted.com/talks/simon_sinek_how_great_leaders_inspire_action.html 

Saturday, May 17, 2014 

http://www.ted.com/talks/steve_jobs_how_to_live_before_you_die.html
http://www.ted.com/talks/simon_sinek_how_great_leaders_inspire_action.html
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Honky Tonk Planned 

Community Playhouse, Inc. will stage their 
annual Honky Tonk "Can't Buy Me Love" 
on Friday and Saturday February 21 and 
22 at the VFW Club Post 464 on Relief St. 
Doors open at 6:30 and the show starts at 7:30. All seats are 
$10 and reservations can be made by calling 677-SHOW by 
Wednesday, February 19. Any seats still available after the 
19th will be sold at the door on a first come basis.  Call early 
for best seats. 

Taste of Talent Vocal Competition 2014  
  
The Franklin Fine Arts Council will sponsor the 5th annual 
Taste of Talent Vocal Competition this summer.  The compe-
tition is open to individual soloists ages 16 & up.  The com-
petitions will be held at Bandstand Park in Downtown 
Franklin. 
  
Registration packets may be submitted by May 1, 
2014.  Competitions will be held on Wednesdays, June 25; 
July 2, 9, 16 & 23 at 7:00 PM.  Semi – Finals will take place 
on Saturday, August 2 at 7:00 PM and the finals will be held 
Sunday, August 3 at 4:00 PM immediately following a Taste 
of Franklin.  The winner of the competition will receive 
$1,000.  Prize monies totaling $200 ($100 cash and $100 in 
Franklin Retail Gift Certificate) will be awarded to the 3 
semi-finalists.  The Taste of Talent competition has been a 
huge success with audiences of 700 to 1000 +.  Competitors 
are quite popular and in demand in performing venues. 
  
Winners in previous years include Lyric McCommons of 
Slippery Rock, Kevin Downey of Clymer, NY, Rachael Mellor 
from Grove City, Hunter Cook from Franklin and Lauren 
Snyder from Clarion. 
  
The Taste of Talent Application packet is available on the 
front page of the website:  www.franklinpa.gov or call 
814/437-1619, ext. 123 or email: rbeith@franklinpa.gov 

Save the Date 

United Way of Venango County 

Taste of the Towns 

March 10th 

Timberlake Banquet Center 

http://www.barrsinsurance.com/
http://www.bertklapecinc.com/
http://www.sandykhovis.com/
http://www.oilcityhotel.com/
http://www.franklinpa.gov
mailto:rbeith@franklinpa.gov
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Ladies Night Out! 

Mandy’s Gift Boutique is hosting Ladies Night on Wed. Feb. 
6th in their Franklin location and Thurs.  Feb. 7th in their Oil 
City location.  Stop by between 5 and 7 pm to enjoy some 
time with the girls and to admire the neat stuff available for 
Valentine’s Day.  They’ll be giving personal scarf tying les-
sons, jewelry layering demonstrations, eye shadow applica-
tion tips, free hand massages, assistance with wish list regis-
trations, door prizes, wine, appetizers and more! 

Mandy’s will also be catering to last minute Valentine’s Day 
shoppers on Thursday February 13th.  Mandy’s will be stay-
ing open late to help customers shop for their significant oth-
ers.  They’ll be offering manly refreshments and free gift 
wrap until 7pm. 

Emlenton Business Association 

Night of Possibility 

February 12, 2014 

Crawford Center Auditorium at 6:30 P.M.  

 

You are cordially invited to an evening of           
information on community revitalization ideas for 
Emlenton. Rick Sheffer will be our guest speaker. 

 

Rick was born in  Oi l  City and lived his  first  21 
years  in Emlenton,  where his  family had lived 
since his great grandfather moved his machine 
shop from near Salem, PA to Emlenton. His father, 
Elmer Sheffer, worked for Quaker State his entire ca-
reer. 

 

Rick joined the board-of-directors for the South 
Bend Heritage Foundation, a not-for-profit       
community development organization responsi-
ble for rehabilitating three of the most neglected 
neighborhoods in the city of South Bend. For over 
30 years, Rick owned and operated a marketing 
communication firm in that city. 

For more information 

contact Dixie Gordon at 

724-867-0880. 

http://www.for-cu.com/
http://www.gillconsult.com/
http://www.hiexpress.com/franklinpa
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Spotlight on Schwan 

 

When you think about Schwan you are likely to think about the ice cream 
man. Schwan began as a home delivery service with their primary product be-
ing ice cream and dairy products. Schwan is now so much more. Indeed you 
will continue to see delivery trucks in the area and they may even be coming 
to your home or business with a variety of products too long to list here. In 
our area there are several stores and businesses that carry a small line of 
Schwan products. Our local VFW, Moose and Pulaski clubs all serve pizza from 
Schwan but also sell the products to the general public. Other locations carry 
ice cream. You may not know that Schwan is the largest pizza company in the 
world owning Red Baron, Tony’s, Fruschetta as well as their own brand. 

 

Our local Schwan distributor is based out 
of Titusville and employees 16 Route 
Sales Representatives. Mark Flaherty 
serves as the general manager. Antony 
Burton oversees the Fundraising and 
Special Events (Food Sampling)  team. 
Additionally the business employs three 
staff in the warehouse that are responsi-
ble for stocking and restocking of food 
items. Several employees have worked 
for Schwan for more than 20 years, one 
for over thirty, but the company contin-
ues to add positions as the demand exists. 
Recently two new associates were added. 
The product line includes more than 450 
items and is constantly being updated for 
selection improvement. 
 

The quality of the food in the individual packaging make Schwan foods ideal for any household. Pricing is 
provided to allow you to easily calculate the price per meal. 
 

Antony explains that handheld computers used by the sales associates allow regular customers to learn 
quickly about special rates on their favorite items, based on their previous purchases. 
 

Schwan has supported the community through fundraising efforts for many years but has recently         
introduced an exciting new way for local organizations to earn money for their projects. 
 

The online campaigns make it very convenient for an organization to earn as much as 40% on some      
purchases. If you are already a regular customer of Schwan the campaigns make it very easy for you to 
make sure that you are supporting your favorite local organizations. The process is easy. A nonprofit     
organization can register a campaign online. After two weeks of marketing the fundraiser, all purchases 
registered to that fundraiser, earn 20%-40% of purchases. Additional opportunities exist to earn more 
during the remainder of the year. Schwan will pay an additional 5% to the fundraiser for any purchase 
made for the remainder of the year. It is important that any purchase made to benefit an existing fundrais-
ing campaign be processed online or phoned in with the customer giving the four digit code that            
designates the campaign.  
 

If you would like to learn more about Schwan products and home delivery or about their fundraising  
campaigns you can contact Antony Burton at 814-673-1359 or by email at aburton3@.verizon.net.  
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Seventh Annual Oil Country Bluegrass Festival to be held 
 in Oil City on February 21, 22 and 23, 2014. 
 

The Oil City Arts and Culture Commission and CASA (Court Appointed Special Advocates) of Venango 
County, Inc. are again teaming to host what will be Oil City’s 7th Annual Oil Country Bluegrass Festi-
val.  This annual event will be held on February 21, 22 and 23, 2014 at the Days Inn, located at 1 Seneca 
Street in Oil City, PA.  All proceeds will benefit the sponsoring non-profit organizations.  
 

Performances will take place at approximately every thirty-five minute intervals.  The festival  hours 
will be from 6:00 until 10:45 p.m. on Friday evening; Noon until 10:50 p.m. on Saturday; and, 9:00 a.m. 
until 10:55 a.m. or later on Sunday morning. 
 

Bands having committed to performing at this year’s festival include:  Allegheny Drifters, Anderson 
Family Band, Backwoods Bluegrass Band, Big Egypt Bluegrass Band,  Border Ride, Dempseytown Ram-
blers, Done Inn String Band, Earth Angel, Greasy Skillet String Band, Hidden Drive, Higher Mountain, 
Iron Horse, Junior Miller and the Bluegrass Cut/Ups, Keep Off the Grass, Keister Family Band, Pine Valley 
Boys, Road Apple Ridge, The Grand Old Radio, The Wildwood Express, Starlight Bluegrass Band, Still-
house Pickers, South 79, South Side String Dings, Well Strung, and Wind River, 
 

Individuals seekng more information about the Annual Oil Country Bluegrass Festival may contact Ron 
Shoup at (814) 676-3465 (e-mail: rshoup@csonline.net.) or Dan Feroz at (814) 677-2373. 
 

Weather permitting; the Oil City Civic 
Center’s National Transit Express track-
less trolley will be available on Satur-
day, February 23, from Noon until 4:00 
p.m., to shuttle festival goers from the 
hotel to the Transit Artist Gallery and 
studios, the Graffiti Gallery or possibly 
other locations. 
 
 

Franklin On Ice, February 8, 2014 
 
The Franklin Fine Arts Council invites you to get out and shake the winter blahs at the annual Franklin 
On Ice Festival on Saturday, February 8, 2014. 
 

The schedule is packed full of events for the whole family. The main event will be the transformation of 
Fountain Park into an outdoor ice sculpture gallery. Ice carvers will turn lifeless blocks of ice into beau-
tiful sculptures. Carving will begin at 10 a.m., ending with the half-hour speed carving competition at 3 
p.m. The sculptures will be on display as long as they last, and they are especially breathtaking when 
they are illuminated at night! 
 

The Franklin Fine Arts Council is a volunteer board working with the 
City of Franklin to improve the quality of life in Franklin through cultural 
events and programs. For the full schedule of events, visit 
www.franklinpa.gov or call (814)437-1619 for more information.  
“Franklin, PA - Events/Marketing Office” is also available on Facebook.  

mailto:rshoup@csonline.net
http://www.franklinpa.gov
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Phi Theta Kappa, an honor society for two year colleges and universities that promotes academic excellence 
and service to its institution and the community in which it resides, is establishing a peer mentor program 
at the Venango College of Clarion University. To strengthen the individuals who will be peer mentors, Phi 
Theta Kappa is seeking to provide leadership training for those individuals selected for this important role. 
A cooperative project between Phi Theta Kappa and the Future Leaders and Entrepreneurs Exchange 
(FLEX) of the Venango Area Chamber of Commerce will provide leadership training for students. The         
objective is to train student leaders to act as peer mentors, reaching a much broader base of students.     
 
Anticipated outcomes of the leadership training provided by FLEX: 
 The individuals trained will be better prepared to provide leadership as peer mentors at the Venango College. 
 The training will provide significant visibility at the Venango College for FLEX and the Venango Chamber. 
 The Peer Mentor program will take root and provide a mechanism to assist students with the challenges of on   

boarding to life at the Venango College. 
 The success of the Peer Mentor program will lead to an increase in the retention of students through to degree    

completion. 
 FLEX and the Venango Chamber will further collaborate, leading to a self-sustaining leadership development         

program for the student leaders and potentially other members of the community to create leaders who will 
make a difference within the campus and local community. 

FLEX members conducted a two day 
leadership training that consisted of a 
discussion on qualities of good and bad 
leadership, club recruitment, S.M.A.R.T. 
Goals, internships, networking,          
volunteering, and accountability. FLEX 
members included: Bobbie Haag, Will 
Price, Chip Abromavic, and Elizabeth 
Griebel. A special thank you to Phi 
Theta Kappa honor society for          
creating this event!  

FLEX  Members Provide Leadership Training 

Scholarship Applications Now Online 

To help better serve students and the donors that make these scholarships possible the Venango Area 
Community Foundation, Forest County Community Foundation and the Clarion County Community 
Foundation (all affiliates of Bridge Builders Community Foundations) are excited and pleased to an-
nounce that all scholarships administered by the Community Foundation will now be an online applica-
tion process.  This safe and secure method will streamline the application process for all students look-
ing to further their education in our area.  

If you are a student or know a student in Venango, Forest or Clarion Counties 
(especially graduating seniors)  please follow this link to apply:  

http://www.bridgebuilderscommunityfoundations.org/receive/apply-for-scholarship  

http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=3615815&msgid=275462&act=OXEA&c=1136513&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bridgebuilderscommunityfoundations.org%2Freceive%2Fapply-for-scholarship
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Four New Directors Elected to the Venango Chamber Board 
 

Four persons were  recently elected by the membership to serve three-year terms on the Chamber’s Board of   
Directors. 
 

Elected were:  
Joyce Morgan, UPMC; Greg Merkel, McFate and Merkel; Bobbie Haag, PA CareerLink; Brian Dawson, Oil City        
Library (not pictured). 
 

The new directors will took office January 1, 2014. 
 

Leaving the Board after completing two three- year terms each are: Rod Adams, Ray Feroz and Roger McCauley 

3 Steps to Becoming the World’s Worst Networker 
by Kurtis Bell 
kurtis.smbybell@gmail.com 
 

So maybe you are new to the business world and want to get out and build your network. Perhaps you are 
just in need of a change in the way you build relationships. Either way, this 3 step program will change 
your life! Ready yourself, because I am dropping knowledge bombs with my 3 step program to becoming 
the world’s worst networker. 
 

Step 1: Exist 
This one is so easy, even a rock can nail it. Simply live out your life as just another mouth breather. Under 
no circumstance should you do anything that may be construed as being exciting, dynamic, or tremen-
dous. 
 

Step 2: Restrict Your Interactions 
This step takes us slightly deeper. For Step 2, you must limit the number of people you see and/or talk to 
on a daily basis. You’ll have to take drastic measures here to ensure you can have as much quiet time as 
possible. Lock your office door, turn off your phone, or just straight ignore people. 
 

Step 3: Be Selfish 
Say you can not avoid interaction, or you get dragged to a networking event 
(YUCK!). If you find yourself in such a situation, remember Step 3: Be Selfish. 
This means only talk about the 3 Y’s: You, Yourself, and You. Also, never offer 
up any help to others unless you know for sure you are getting something in 
return, or can get something from them first. 
 

Now that you know the secrets to being the world’s worst networker, go 
out...or, I guess you should probably stay in...and be the worst networker you can be! 

      Joyce Morgan            Greg Merkel           Bobbie Haag 



10  

Venango Area Chamber of Commerce   ●   (814) 676-8521   ●   www.venangochamber.org               

Clarion University adds Doctor of Nursing Practice  
and Bachelor of Science in Nursing degrees 

 

Kudos to the Venango College Nursing faculty!  This dedicated group has been working on a new Doctor of 
Nursing Practice degree program for the past several years. They completed the extensive program plan and 
proposal this summer and it was just approved at the January 23, 2014 meeting of the Pennsylvania State 
System of Higher Education (PASSHE) Board of Governors. This is cause for celebration as this is the first 
doctoral degree program offered at Clarion University and it is a joint program with Edinboro               
University.   

 

A second program, a traditional, four-year Bachelor of Science in Nursing 
program was also approved at the January PASSHE Board of Governors 
meeting.  The program will be offered on the Clarion campus with the       
addition of a living learning community that will provide students the      
opportunity to live in a collaborative intellectual environment with other 
students who have similar academic and career interests and goals.  

 

Read the complete story at http://www.clarion.edu/452614/ 

Support  Friends of Oil Creek State Park with your 2014 
Membership! 

 
Your membership helps the Friends in their mission to support Oil Creek 
State Park in any way possible. Some of the things the Friends have 
done is to build storage sheds for equipment and bicycles and buying 
equipment for constant trail maintenance. The Friends support   
several activities including the annual biathlon, trail up keep, environ-
mental projects/events, and recently a ski waxing clinic to name a few. 

 

Your membership donation is tax deductable. You can join by visiting the Friends web site and 
clicking on membership.  
 

With your membership you will receive a quarterly newsletter and updates on upcoming      
projects, events, and volunteer opportunities. 
 

The Friends of Oil Creek State Park  is currently looking for someone to 
serve on our Board of Directors. If you are interested in serving on 
the Board, email oilcreekfriends@gmail.com or call 814-676-5915. 
Meetings are held the 1st Thursday of each month at 6:00 PM at the 
Park Amphitheater. All are welcome to attend. 
 
Please check us out at the Friends of Oil Creek State Park website at  
www.friendsocsp.org  and JOIN NOW! 

Ski Waxing Clinic 

Venango College offers a number of  Professional Development and Personal           
Enrichment Courses. For the complete list visit www.clarion.edu/113028/ 

http://www.clarion.edu/452614/
http://www.friendsocsp.org
http://www.clarion.edu/113028/
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Spotlight on Clark’s Donuts Plus  
by Jeanne Best, Ask Me 
 
Clark’s Donuts Plus, long time icon in our area, exceeded its      
expectations in business this past year. Recently, they have 
made some changes and are looking forward to even more 
changes in the near future.  

In 1982 Donald Neidich bought Clark’s Donuts in Oil City, 
Pennsylvania. He retired in 1997; his son Terry, and Terry’s 
wife Kelly, took over the business and moved it to its current 
location in Cranberry, Pennsylvania. Then in 2006 the couple 
took the next step by incorporating the family business. The 
official name is Terrelly, Inc. 

Clark’s Donuts has 5 full-time employees and 10 part-time employees. In March of 2012, they added a 
store in the 800 Center in Clarion, Pennsylvania. Currently, Clark’s Donuts delivers its fresh, homemade 
treats to over 30 locations daily. Deliveries are made all over Venango County, as well as to Clarion and 
Crawford counties.  

During the last year Clark’s has seen huge retail growth. “We started advertising.” stated Kelly Neidich, 
“We placed some ads on the local radio station and hired Jeanne Best, of Ask Me, to help with our social 
media marketing. The results have been amazing and sometimes even a bit overwhelming!” 

Another big change at Clark’s is the addition of the Pink Champagne Cupcakery! “We are so excited to 
have the Pink Champagne Cupcakery join us at our Cranberry store!” announced Neidich “Their offer-
ings are a delightful accompaniment to our already spectacular line of goodies.” The Cupcakery will be 
supplying Clark’s customers with muffins, cupcakes (of course), brownies, and soon to be famous        
biscotti.  

Clark’s Donuts Plus carries a full line of homemade baked goods and other treats. The traditional       
delicacies of: raised donuts, cake donuts, sweet rolls and filled donuts can still be found at each store 
daily. For the convenience of its customers, Clarks also accepts special orders for holiday delights and 
other special occasions.  To place special orders, the staff asks that its customers stop into one of their 
stores or give them a call.  

 “Our customers never seem to understand our hours.” Neidich reported “It feels like we are open 24/7 
sometimes! We are open from 11:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. the next day on Sunday through Friday; we close 
at noon on Saturday and rest until 11:00 p.m. on Sunday evening. ” 

Some very exciting things are on the horizon for Clark’s Donuts Plus. “We are so thrilled to reveal that 
we are going to be building a brand new store and bakery this spring!” Neidich announced, “We have 
gotten too big for our current facility so we are breaking ground, right out back, this spring!” With all of 

the delivery requests, Clark’s has been receiving; the new facility 
will make it possible to continue to grow in the coming years.   

Another very exciting amenity added to Clark’s Donuts Plus’     
marketing effort is a brand new website! “We have sometimes felt 
a little behind the times as far as technology is concerned,” said 
Neidich “but we are making every effort to catch up to the rest of 
the world. Our website is www.clarksdonuts.com.”  

Be sure to “like  ClarksDonuts on Facebook! 

http://www.clarksdonuts.com
https://www.facebook.com/ClarksDonuts
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Oil City Main Street Façade Grants  
Informational Workshops Scheduled 

 

The Oil City Main Street Program has $21,000 in Façade     
Improvement Grant funds available in 2014, and is seeking 
applications for new downtown Oil City storefront projects.  
An informational workshop about the Façade Improvement 
Grant Program will be held at the Oil Region Alliance Office 
on Monday February 10th from 5:30 – 6:30 pm, and again 
on Tuesday February 11th from 8:30 – 9:30 am.   

 

There is no cost to attend, however seating is limited.  For 
more information or to register for the February 10 or 11 
workshops, contact Kathy Bailey at (814) 677-3152, ext. 
101 or via email at kbailey@oilregion.org or visit 
www.oilcitymainstreet.org. 

Richard J. Steiner to Lead Marketing Efforts for 
First National Bank    

 

First National Bank of Pennsyl-
vania, a wholly owned subsidiary of 
F.N.B. Corporation, today an-
nounced the hiring of Richard J. 
Steiner as Senior Vice President 
and Chief Marketing Officer for the 
Company. As Chief Marketing Offi-
cer, he will be responsible for de-
velopment and direction of the 
Bank’s strategic marketing          ini-
tiatives across the four-state foot-

print, as well as for marketing initiatives of the other sub-
sidiaries of F.N.B. Corporation (NYSE: FNB).   

 

Steiner, a Pittsburgh native, comes to First National Bank 
with over a decade of extensive marketing experience at 
PNC in a variety of corporate and line of business market-
ing roles. He most recently served as Director of Business 
Development at Reed Smith LLP, leading the marketing and 
business development  activities of the firm’s global finan-
cial services practice. 

 

 A graduate of Carnegie Mellon University, Steiner holds a 
Bachelor of Science in Business Administration. He is a 
member of the Community Leadership Board for the 
American Diabetes Association of Western Pennsylvania.   

http://www.northwestsavingsbank.com/
http://www.fscas.org/
http://www.choicehotels.com/
mailto:kbailey@oilregion.org
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Hagan's Adds Two New Team Members 

 

Hagan Business Machines recently hired Travis Palmer 
and  John Farlik  as the company's new Technology         
Solutions Specialists. 
 

Palmer and Farlik join a team of 19 dedicated to the devel-
opment of client solutions using the Hagan Business      
Machines portfolio of products and services including 
Managed Network Services (MNS), Managed Print          
Services (MPS) and Multi Function Products (MFP). 

 

In the new positions Palmer and Farlik will consult with 
businesses to determine the best suite of solutions within 
the client's budget based on the client's long term goals 
and functional needs. 

 

Both men can be reached at the second Meadville location 
at 17281 Conneaut Lake Road or at (814) 724-4601. 

Palmer is a 2008 Penn State 
University and  
2010 Edinboro graduate, 
and resides in Meadville.  

A Meadville resident, Farlik 
has spent the last ten years 
managing various technol-
ogy and warfare systems for 
the U.S. Air force.  

2014 Federal Mileage Rates    
 

The Internal Revenue Service today issued the 2014   
optional standard mileage rates used to calculate the 
deductible costs of operating an automobile for       
business, charitable, medical or moving purposes. 

Beginning on Jan. 1, 2014, the standard mileage rates 
for the use of a car (also vans, pickups or panel trucks) 
will be: 

 56 cents per mile for business miles driven 

 23.5 cents per mile driven for medical or moving 
purposes 

 14 cents per mile driven in service of charitable   
organizations 

http://www.cranberrymall.com/
http://www.hagan1.com/
http://www.venangocountydailynews.com/
http://www.nextsteptherapy.net/
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 
PRESIDENT LORI SIBBLE  Edward Jones Investments, Seneca  
 
V.P.  DAVE SNEDDEN  Hagan Business Machines 
 
SECRETARY BETH HARMAN  Northwest Savings Bank 
 
TREASURER MATT CALDWELL  Caldwell Printing Services 
   
  BRIAN DAWSON  Oil City Library 
     
  DR. KATE ECKERT  Eckert Chiropractic 
 
  EMILY FETCKO  Moxie Media 
 
  BOBBIE HAAG  PA CareerLink 
 
  SALLY HARDS  Webco Industries, Inc. 
  
  BUTCH   
  HARGENRADER  Pepsi Bottling Company 
   
  DR. RYAN JACKSON Gonstead Family Chiropractic 
 
  BILL KAPP  Action Auto Service, Inc. 
 
  WENDY LINEMAN PNC Bank 
 
  DEB LUTZ  Oil Region Alliance 
 
  GREG MERKEL  McFate & Merkel Law Office 
      
  JOYCE MORGAN  UPMC Northwest 
 
  SCOTT STAHL  Oil City Area High School 
 
EXECUTIVE 
DIRECTOR SUSAN WILLIAMS swilliams@venangochamber.org 

 
EXECUTIVE 
ASSISTANT    DOTTIE TAWNEY   dtawney@venangochamber.org 

Daniel Ernest Estadt II 
 

It is with great sorrow that we share the loss of our board member and 
friend, Daniel  Estadt. Daniel Ernest Estadt II, of Pinoak Circle in Oil City 
and a native of   Clarion, passed away unexpectedly Saturday, Jan. 18, 
2014. He was 50 years old.  Dan was the owner of Seneca Insurance       
Service/Seneca Notary and had served on the  Board of Directors of the 
Venango Area Chamber of Commerce for three years. 

 

We extend our heartfelt sympathies to Dan’s family, employees and 
friends.  His family suggests that memorials can be made to the following: 
 
Oil City Library  
2 Central Ave.  
Oil City, PA 16301 

 

The Cancer Center at Clarion Hospital  
1 Hospital Drive  
Clarion, PA 16214  

http://www.fun-bank.com/
http://www.edwardjones.com/
http://www.brightideas-lc.com/
http://www.foreverradio.com/
http://www.gatesandburnsrealestate.com/
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5-Star Galaxy Federal Credit Union: 
a Dependable and Financially Sound Credit Union 
 
Galaxy Federal Credit Union, Franklin, Pennsylvania has once again achieved 
a 5-Star Superior rating. This rating (based on September 30, 2013 financial 
data) indicates that Galaxy Federal Credit Union is one of the strongest        
financial institutions in the nation; a dependable and financially sound credit 
union. 
 
Perhaps even more impressive is the fact that Galaxy Federal Credit Union 
has earned this highest 5-Star rating for 72 consecutive quarters. Galaxy   
Federal Credit Union has also earned the distinction of "Exceptional Performance Credit Union",                      
a designation reserved for those institutions that have earned 5-Stars for ten consecutive years or longer. 
 
Since its inception in 1940, Galaxy Federal Credit Union has been committed to providing the best of      
banking to its membership. Its branch office is conveniently located on Liberty Street in Franklin. Galaxy 
Federal Credit Union (wwwgalaxyfcu.com) is a member of the NCUA and an Equal Housing Lender. 

The 3rd Annual Empty Bowls event, hosted by Community 
Services of Venango County will be held at Wanango Golf 
Club, Monday. March 24, 2014 from 4:30 pm to 8:00 pm. The 
cost of the event is $15.00 per ticket and admission for kids 
under six is free. The event benefits the Agency’s two food 
pantries.  

 

A meal of soup and bread made by local chefs will be pro-
vided along with a silent auction of pottery bowls organized 
by local artists.  Students from all four school districts will 
make handcrafted bowls for attendees to take home as a re-
minder of hunger in our community.   

 

Tickets will go on sale   
February 18, 2014 at the 
Venango and Franklin Area 
Chambers of Commerce.  

 

For more information,    
contact Cindy Woloszyn at 
678-7766. 

Fill a Bowl                                                         Save a Family 

http://www.somecleanthoughts.blogspot.com/
http://www.chamberchoice.com/
http://wwwgalaxyfcu.com/
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR OF EVENTS AVAILABLE 
AT WWW.VENANGOCHAMBER.ORG/CALENDAR 

March   4:  Mixer  -  Latonia Ballroom & Event Center 

        5-7PM 

March   7:   FLEX First Friday Lunch 

March 20:   Board of Directors Meeting 

March28:    FLEX Presents  -  Wanango Golf Club               

          8-10PM 

 

February   7:   FLEX First Friday Lunch 

February 12: Thirty One Mixer– 4:30PM Chamber 

  Office 

February 19:   Chamber Annual Dinner - Cross  

              Creek Resort 

February 20:   Board of Directors Meeting 

http://www.4yourcarconnection.com/
http://www.verifyservices.net/
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On March 28th, Future Leaders and Entrepreneurs Exchange 
celebrates the fourth anniversary of FLEX Presents, a black 
tie gala to commemorate the dedication of young                
professionals in our community.  In collaboration with the 
Venango Chamber of Commerce, FLEX Presents was created 
in 2010 with the goal of helping our community reimagine 
the role “under 40’s” play in Venango County, and to           
recognize their unique contributions to regional life.  This 
year, the event will be held at Wanango Country Club in 

Reno, and will include a cocktail hour for young and old to share ideas and network, a few words of 
congratulation and motivation from members of FLEX and the Venango Chamber and a slide show 
highlighting some of the most affecting and               inspirational accomplishments of our community’s 
most promising young professionals over the past year.  Of course, the evening culminates in the pres-
entation of the Young Professional of the Year award, the keystone of the event. 
 

The Young Professional of the Year award is given to the most promising, influential, dedicated and   
engaged entrepreneur or businessperson in the county under the age of 40.  Young professionals are 
nominated by members of the community, via application (available on the Venango Chamber website, 
or by contacting the Chamber office at 814 –676-8521).  Nominees are then interviewed by FLEX and 
Chamber members, and applications are reviewed by 6 independent, unbiased chambers of commerce 
across western PA, who ultimately choose the awardee.  It is a difficult task to select a single winner 
from a pool of such meritorious candidates. 
 

If you know a deserving young professional, submit your nomination by February 17th. 
 

Venango County is fortunate to have such a strong contin-
gency of young professionals, those who have matured here, 
and those who are new to the county.  It is critical we continue 
to foster their careers and lives, so we encourage you to pay 
careful attention to those “under 40’s” you encounter each 
day.  Whether in your community, your work and even in your 
home, help us celebrate our most valuable assets, and ensure 
the future of our region by supporting the mission of FLEX, 
and by attending FLEX Presents. 
 

FLEX Presents is open to the public.  Reservations can me made 
on the Venango Chamber website, or by contacting the Venango 
Area Chamber of Commerce at (814) 676 –8521. 

2013 Nominees  
Bottom Row from left: Jill Harry, Amanda Callinan, 
Matt Beith, Darren Paden.  
Top Row from left: Trenton Moulin, Bobbie Haag, 
Josh Botts, Chip Abramovic, Kurtis Bell. 
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www.bridgebuilderscommunityfoundations.com 

Connecting Donors to Philanthropy Since 1975 

206 Seneca Street 

Oil City, PA 16301 

P: 814.677.8687 

F: 814.677.3404 

Elizabeth Griebel grew up in Franklin, Pennsylvania.  She recently graduated from      

Venango College of Clarion University with an Associate’s Degree in Paralegal and a 

Bachelor’s Degree in Rehabilitative Sciences.  Elizabeth is an Insurance Agent with      

Urban Insurance in Seneca.  Her passion is law and helping people.  She feels that her 

career as an Insurance Agent allows her to fulfill that passion.  She has been an active 

member of FLEX serving as the Secretary and currently serves as a board of director on 

the following boards:  I-CAP (Industry Community Advisory Panel) and Venango Area 

Community Foundation.  She is the founder of the Venango County Runners Club and 

volunteers at Precious Paws Animal Rescue. 
 

Elizabeth is most proud of growing into an outgoing and ambitious individual in her short time at Venango 

College.  She plans to continue growing and as set goals which include attaining a management position, 

gaining professional designations, and making Venango County even better. 

 

If you could bring one of the 7 Wonders of the World to Venango County, which one?   

           The Hanging Gardens of Babylon 

The Secret by Rhonda Byrne is a book 

based on a film by the same name that 

was released in 2006. Rhonda focuses 

on the law of attraction and how    

positive thinking can create life-

changing results such as increased 

wealth, health, and happiness. The law 

of attraction is posited to work by   

attracting into a person's life the experiences, situations, 

events, and people that match the frequency of the person's 

thoughts and feelings. The Secret has sold over 25 million 

print copies worldwide and has been translated into over 

50 languages. It remained on the New York Times bestsel-

ler list for over 200 weeks. This book has helped many peo-

ple throughout the world discover their inner strength and 

capabilities. However, critics state that the book does not 

actually teach you anything because you can create all the 

positive thinking in the world and not be doing anything 

with it. Rhonda has recognized this weakness in her book 

and has since written The Power and The Magic. However, 

if you read The Secret knowing that you must utilize the 

teachings of the book in your everyday life, not just on your 

couch at home, then this can be a powerful tool towards 

bringing more positives your way. 

On the Young Professionals’ Bookshelf 

http://www.joilingerie.com/
http://www.bridgebuilderscommunityfoundations.com/
C:/Users/Ashley Stroup-McCaul/Documents/bickley-script-let-plain[1].ttf
http://www.4freedomwireless.com/
http://www.somecleanthoughts.blogspot.com/
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Many people look at creating a personalized resume as a 

daunting task that requires a lot of work with little return. 

We understand that you know better than that! Follow 

these 5 basic steps and you will have a professional resume 

that can be easily modified.  

Step 1: Contact Information. You will want to include 

name, address, phone number, email, and a link to your 

online professional network, if applicable. Step 2: List 

your education, work experience, and accomplishments/

volunteer activities under separate headers. Depending on 

the reason for your resume, these items may be rear-

ranged with the most relevant category first and least 

relevant listed last. This section is most important and you 

should put some thought into it. You will want to list any 

internships, summer jobs, awards, honors, certificates, etc. 

that you may have had. Step 3: This section should         

include any licensing, certifications, appointments, etc. 

that you have obtained and, if applicable, when they       

expire. Step 4: Add your professional references on a 

separate page. You should have between 3-5 people as    

references and include their name, title, and contact infor-

mation. These should be people that know you well and 

can testify to your character, but try to avoid using 

friends. Step 5: (perhaps the most important step!): Have 

someone proofread your resume for errors. For additional 

assistance, your local Pennsylvania Careerlink® also      

provides assistance with creating and maintaining your 

resume.  

Young Professionals in the Workplace Series 

William (Will) Price grew up in Titusville, Pennsylvania.  He obtained a Bachelor’s   

Degree in Arts and Sciences from Venango College of Clarion University.  Will is the 

Executive Assistant at the United Way of Venango County which he is most proud of 

the impact he has on lives.  He serves as the FLEX Treasurer and active in assisting in 

4H.  He plans to obtain his Master’s Degree in non-profit and business management as 

he plans to grow the United Way. 

 

What do you miss most about Venango County when you are away? 

Will would miss the smell of the fresh country and the friendliness of familiar people 

when walking down the street. 

http://www.chirodrkate.com/
http://www.nicolesbridal.com/
http://www.urban-ins.com/
http://www.galaxyfcu.com/
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OUR MISSION 
FLEX represents the needs and interests of Young Professionals by positioning ourselves  

as leaders, entrepreneurs and advocates for the sustainability of the Venango Area  
through civic engagement, leadership development and networking.  

VenangoFLEX 

Text FLEX to 42828 to be added to our email list                                        email: flex@venangochamber.org 

For your information, there is so much to do in Venango County! 
 
A regular feature of FYI will be announcements pertaining to opportunities for employment, volunteering 
and activities well suited for the young professionals, but not necessarily exclusive to any age group.     
Chamber members are invited to submit notices to be included in future editions of FYI.  We request that 
items be brief but informational  (as opposed to advertising), and include contact information for follow up. 
 

Volunteer: 
 

The United Way of Venango County is seeking volunteers for the United Way Reading Buddies Events.  The 
event will teach mentors how to encourage families to read together.   Interested parties can visit United 
Way on the web at www.unitedwayofvenangocounty.org or by contacting Will Price at (814) 676   6545. 
 

Social/Recreational: 
 

FLEX will be putting together a team for Bowl for Kids Sake.  The event is April 5th at Seneca Lanes at 3:00 
p.m.  Those interested in being the FLEX Bowl for Kids Sake team should contact Bobbie Haag at 
bhaag@venangocareerlink.org for a sponsorship form and additional information.   
 

Workforce: 
 

The Pennsylvania CareerLink®- Oil Region is gearing up for the 2014 Annual Career Fair at the Cranberry 
Mall on April 9th.  The Career Fair is an event that gives the opportunity for job-seekers to connect with   
employers under one roof.  Job-seekers should take the initiative to polish resumes, practice interviewing, 
and brush up on soft skills.  Learn how to ace your next job interview online at www.jobgateway.pa.gov.  
You will be able to participate in virtual mock interviews, interview answer builder, and other detailed 
training modules at your own pace. 

Where you’ll find FLEX in February: 
 

First Friday Lunch  -  February 7 @ noon, El Toro 
Monthly Meeting  -  February 12th @ 5:30 0.m., Venango Chamber Conference Room 
 
Chamber events  -   Check out the Business Connector Calendar of Events or 
   www.venangochamber.org 

FLEX members provided a two-day training program to upcoming leaders at Venango     
College to help give them a competitive edge. A special thank you to Phi Theta Kappa honor 
society for creating this event! — at Venango College of Clarion University.   
See this month’s Business Connector for more photos. 

http://www.venangochamber.org
https://www.facebook.com/clarionvenango?ref=stream&viewer_id=1493524585
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