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The Venango Area Chamber of Commerce builds, serves and promotes regional business.

Welcome New Members
Deer Creek Winery

Deer Creek Winery is a young Pennsylvania
winery located in the beautiful countryside
of western Pennsylvania. Our winery
produces some of the finest raspberries
which started it all with the first bottling of
our delicious Raspberry Wine. We are open
7 days a week with free wine tasting all
year.

Eagleflight Resources

Having someone in your corner when the
stress begins to build, when you are having
doubts about your goals in life or just need
personal encouragement can make all the
difference between success and failure.

Denis Brooks
3333 Soap Fat Rd.
Shippenville, PA 16254
Phone:(814) 354-7392
eMail:info@deercreekwine.com
Web:www.deercreekwine.com
Published Category :Winery

Donna Yates
1269 Eaglerock Road
Oil City, PA 16301
Phone:(814) 676-6260
eMail:eagleflightresources@gmail.com
Web:eagleflightresources.com
Published Category: Counseling

Succession/Exit Planning Workshop

Thursday, November 3: 5:00 – 6:30 pm at the Oil Region Alliance Office
Do you own a small business? Do you plan to retire within a few years? Are you thinking of selling or exiting your
business for other reasons? The Oil City Main Street Program invites you to a Succession/Exit Planning Workshop
on Thursday November 3, 5:00 – 6:30 pm in the Oil Region Alliance Office. The workshop will be presented by
Susan Hileman of RED Day Communications, and is geared for small business owners who are approaching
retirement age or planning to “pass the torch.”
The “Get Down to Business” workshop series developed by the Oil City Main Street Program in 2014 and has
included topics like improving increasing customer traffic, converting traffic into sales results, profit margin, and
social media. “We have had a very positive response to these workshops,” stated Kathy Bailey, Main Street
Manager. “We typically have a small group of attendees, which provides for good interaction and time for
questions and answers. It also provides an opportunity for attendees to meet and network with others.”
For more information, visit the Events & News Page at www.oilcitymainstreet.org. Cost for the Nov. 3 workshop
is $15 per person or $20 per couple, and light refreshments are included. Checks may be made payable to the Oil
Region Alliance (memo: Main Street Workshop). Seating is limited and advance registration is encouraged. To
register, contact the Oil City Main Street Office at (814) 677-3152 ext. 101 or kbailey@oilregion.org by
Wednesday, Nov. 1.

@VenangoChamber
Venango Area
Chamber of Commerce

venangochamber

VenangoChamber
Venango Area Chamber
of Commerce Group
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This is your chance to tour the “handsomest building” President Theodore Roosevelt ever saw. We will board the
bus at 5:45am at the Cranberry Mall in order to arrive in Harrisburg by 10am. We will be greeted by State Rep. R.
Lee James and Senator Scott Hutchinson, then tour this priceless architectural and artistic treasure. You will be
treated to lunch in the East Wing, then we will load the bus again and travel to the National Civil War Museum. We
expect return arrival in Venango County to be approximately 9pm.
Cost $25 per person, light breakfast and lunch provided, dinner will be Dutch treat. We expect to fill spaces quickly,
so RSVP today to the Franklin Chamber at 432-5823 or to the Venango Chamber at 676-8521.
ITINERARY
10:00 AM – Bus arrives at State Capitol (Commonwealth Avenue- Rear of Capitol Bldg., Fountain Area)
10:00 – 10:25 AM / Group check-in thru Capitol Police Security, and Restrooms, if necessary.
(Rep. James & Senator Hutchinson – Welcoming Remarks)
10:25 AM – Check-in with Capitol Tour Guide Information Desk – East Wing Rotunda
10:30 – 11:00 AM / Capitol Tour (Tour guide is aware that group must be at House Chamber by 11 AM.
Upon completion of Capitol tour, tour guide will escort group to the PA House Chamber.
11:00 – 11:30 AM / Session - PA House of Representatives & Introduction by Rep. Lee James
11:45 AM–12:30 PM / Luncheon – Hosted by Rep. Lee James and Senator Scott Hutchinson
Location: 14 East Wing (Room reserved 11:15 AM-12:45 PM)
12:45 PM – Group Photo w/Rep. James and Sen. Hutchinson / Location: Rotunda, Ryan Office Building
** Requested Senate & House Photographers (Following photo, group will be escorted to the Senate Gallery)
1:00 - 1:30 PM / Session – Senate of Pennsylvania & Introduction by Senator Scott Hutchinson
1:45 - 2:00 PM / Group exit from State Capitol Building and
return to tour bus (Rear of Capitol)
2:00 PM – Bus departs State Capitol / Enroute to National Civil
War Museum, 1 Lincoln Circle, Reservoir
Park, Harrisburg / Phone: 717-260-1861 –
Museum Hours: 9 AM-5 PM

Fall Candidate Forum
Thursday October 27, 2016 - 7pm Rhoades Auditorium, Venango College
The Democratic and Republican parties together with the Student Senate at Clarion University Venango College
are sponsoring a candidates forum scheduled for 7 pm on Thursday, October 27, at the Rhoades Auditorium
located on the Venango College Campus. The forum will be moderated by Trenton Moulin and Denise
Jones. Questions asked will be based on preselected topics and others suggested by the audience attending the
event. Following the forum, candidates will be available to meet with constituents and have continued
conversations.
Candidates who have confirmed their attendance are as follows:
US Congress
Kerith Strano-Taylor-D
Pa State Senate
Scott Hutchinson-R
Pa State Representative, 64th district
R. Lee James-R
John Kluck –D
Michael Badges-Canning –G
“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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Drake Well Museum to Host Moonlight Tour
On Saturday, October 1, Drake Well Museum
and Park and Friends of Drake Well, Inc. will
host Drake Well by Moonlight, a special
evening experience bringing oil history to life.
Gates open at 6:00 p.m. Admission is $10.00
for adults and $6.00 for youth (3-11 years).
Groups can take advantage of the event’s
Special Group Admission Rate. Purchase 2
adult tickets for $20.00 and receive 3 free
youth tickets.
The highlight of Drake Well by Moonlight will be a nighttime
living history tour of the Drake Well grounds. Throughout the
tour, visitors will meet different petroleum history characters
and listen to colorful stories detailing how Pennsylvania’s Oil
Region developed. Tours will begin at 6:30 p.m. and depart
every 10 minutes. The evening’s final tour will depart at 9:30
p.m. Tickets for the event will be sold until the final tour is full.
Tours will last approximately 1.5 hours and cover nearly one
mile. Participants are encouraged to arrive early, wear sturdy
shoes and bring a flashlight.
New to this year’s event is a jack-o-lantern competition. Visitors
are encouraged to bring a carved or decorated jack-o-lantern
with them to display along the Museum’s main walkway.
Attendees will have the opportunity to vote for their favorite
pumpkin. The jack-o-lantern with the most votes will win a
prize. Visitors will also enjoy the event’s Harvest Patio,
featuring a bonfire, music and a food booth with seasonal
refreshments like doughnuts, coffee, hot chocolate and cider
operated by the Titusville Historical Society.
Drake Well by Moonlight is sponsored by the John
Nesbit Rees and Sarah Henne Rees Charitable
Foundation.
For more information about the Drake Well by
Moonlight or other museum programs, call (814)
827-2797 or find us on Facebook at Drake Well
Museum.

Venango Museum Gala Dinner and Live Auction
October 8th, 5:30 pm
Social hour with music by Bob English
Dinner by Hot Pepper Catering and live auction with Bill
Bellis.
Tickets are $50 each and must be purchased in advance by
contacting the Venango Museum at 814-676-2007.

Venango Area Chamber of Commerce ● (814) 676-8521 ● www.venangochamber.org

Schiffers Custom Cabinetry New Building
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Congratulations
to
Schiffers
Custom
Cabinetry on their expansion! The business,
currently in the old Cranberry High School
building in Seneca, is building a new twostory building and plans to move all of its
operations and show room to this location.
The new building will be right behind their
current location and will be about 4100
square feet, featuring several kitchens on
display. Schiffers has been in their current location for about
four years and is excited for this new opportunity for the
business. “We’ve had such great support from the community
as we’ve grown,” said Nate Schiffer, owner. “We’re excited for
this move and to see the business grow even more!” Schiffers
Custom Cabinetry plans to be moved into the new building by
the end of October.

Hardware-as-a-Service (HaaS)
Does the thought of buying a computer, a server, or any
other hardware for your office scare you; because you
dread spending so much money up front to replace that
equipment? Did you know there are other options of
securing top-of-the-line equipment WITHOUT being
burdened with such high up-front costs? That's right! You
have options when it comes to purchasing new computers:
and Hardware-as-a-Service is the answer.
Hardware-as-a-Service helps small & medium sized
businesses get the most from their technology investments.
Before you purchase your next computer... Call John Cascio,
from Hagan Business Machines at (814)-724-4601!!!

Museum to host “Sip and Destroy”
The Venango Museum of Art, Science
and Industry will host a new event on
Wednesday, October 12, from 6:00 pm
to 8:00 pm. Laura Reasoner Jones will
be on hand to help participants take
apart unusable electronic item such as
printers, computers, camera’s, cell
phones to see what is in side. We are
asking that you bring your favorite beverage, a screwdriver or
other tool you think would be helpful. The museum will
provide snacks, goggles, some tools and if you don’t have an
electronic we will have some on hand. You will leave with
ideas to create art out of the components! The cost is $15.00
per person. To make reservations, or if you have any
questions about this event or any others sponsored by the
museum, please call at 676-2007.

“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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Congratulations to the two nominees for Business of the Year and
three nominees for Partner in Business of the Year!
Below you’ll find short introductions of each business and its impact on the community.
To view full biographies, please visit www.venangochamber.org/2016/09/boy-biographies.
See the newsletter insert for more information about the award luncheon.

4 Your Car Connection, Inc. (4YCC) has served the community for 14 years and is a locally owned business
that offers pre-owned vehicles for sale, garage services on all types of automobiles, towing assistance, and
rentals with a variety of choices for different needs. 4YCC has introduced many services throughout their time
in Venango County. They have service loaners for customers to leave the premises to shop, eat, or even go
back to work while their vehicles are in the shop. The business has also expanded the service area to include
traditional rentals ranging from economy size vehicles to third row seating vans to a box truck that is often
used for moving.
4YCC now has 200+ vehicles offered for sale compared to around 20+ vehicles when the business first started.
Other growth includes enlargements to their lot, an expanded sales office, an addition of a service garage, an
inclusion of an administrative building, and increase in employment, from five employees to 20. They refer to
themselves as a “proud family” that works hard to offer quality services to all of their customers and give back
to the community.

Caldwell Printing Services and Signage Solutions is a local business providing commercial printing,
clothing, and promotional products, as well as and manufacturing and installing commercial signage. The
business began as “Caldwell Printing Services” 20 years ago, but in 2010, they responded to the requests of
customers and began making temporary and event signage, primarily for golf outings. As the years have
passed, they have expanded into a manufacturer of custom architectural signs, retail signage, wayfinding signs,
message centers, and handpainted signs.
Caldwell’s prides themselves in manufacturing products from the ground up in Venango County, and they
currently service commercial customers across Pennsylvania, Eastern Ohio and Southwestern New York. The
business has made significant investments to streamline manufacturing processes across the board to provide
more cost effective products more efficiently to their customers. Caldwell’s has played a role in the community
by serving on numerous boards and committees (upwards of 20) and sponsorship and donations to local
projects.
Venango Area Chamber of Commerce ● (814) 676-8521 ● www.venangochamber.org
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The Barrow-Civic Theatre, owned and operated by the Franklin Civic Operetta
Association (FCOA) Board of Directors, has been part of the community for 23 years.
Founded in 1959, the Barrow has been recognized as a 501(c)(3) non-profit
organization since 1978 and is committed to being a leader in the cultural growth,
diversity and vitality of the region. The organization’s vision is to provide expanding
opportunities for quality programming and entertainment for the broad-based
audience while maintaining financial stability and they are committed to providing
leadership and education in cultural development and performing arts to the region.
The Barrow offers community theatre opportunities to all ages (youth through adult) during all 12 months
of the year. As part of their mission, they also work each year to bring a diverse genre of touring artists and
theatre companies from all over the country, and the world. The organization has worked to increase their
presence in the community through involvement, donations, programs, and more.

Celebrating 50 years in 2017, Community Services of Venango County,
Inc. (CSVC) is a full service Social Service Agency with five offices that offers
programs for the entire age span of birth/pregnancy through Older Adult.
CSVC was established in 1967 with three employees, and now currently
totals 65 employees in 2016. CSVC is a nonprofit agency that receives its
funding via Federal & State grants as well as private donations and local
funding. In keeping with its mission, CSVC offers a full array of resources,
opportunities, and hope to families and individuals in need in our
community.
The organization’s vision is to offer leadership and high quality services to promote healthy children,
families and communities through their 25+ programs, all which contribute to the well-being of the
community by supporting families and individuals in their journey to self-sufficiency. In 2015, CSVC assisted
3,808 families and 11,348 individuals in their Emergency Aid program. All of their programs encourage
volunteerism in the community as demonstrated with a total of 1,314 hours of community members
volunteering for the months January-August 2016 at their agency.

The purpose of the Venango County Humane Society is to "provide effective
means for the prevention of cruelty to animals; to provide proper care for stray and
injured animals; to enforce all laws designated for the protection of animals; to
secure in lawful manner the arrest, conviction, and punishment of persons violating
such laws; and through the dissemination of literature and other educational means,
to instruct and induce people to be kind, considerate and merciful in their treatment
of animals."
In 2015, the humane society opened the doors of a new shelter located in Seneca. This facility is more than
triple the size of the previous shelter and in a more central location in order to better serve the entire
county. Along with the shelter size growing so did their number of adoptions, as well as full-time employees
and volunteers. The Venango County Humane Society works hard to educate the public about the
importance of spaying/neutering in order to prevent over population, as well as promote good citizenship in
fostering proper care for all animals.
“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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Thank you!
Thank you for your support of the
Cranberry Festival!
Pictured at the left with the
Cranberry Festival Chair, Lisa
Groner of CS Technologies, are the
2016 Cranberry Festival Queen,
Miss Olivia Klapec of Oil City High
School, daughter of Mike and
Christine Klapec of Oil City and
Cranberry Festival King, Mr. Tyler
Weiss, of Franklin High School, son
of Jeff & Wendy Weiss of Franklin.

Venango Area Chamber of Commerce ● (814) 676-8521 ● www.venangochamber.org

Venango Chamber Holds Breakfast Focused on Revitalization of Pennsylvania
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Rob Wonderling, president and CEO of the Philadelphia Chamber of Commerce,
joined us and area leaders at a breakfast at Karma Coffee Company in September
to talk about Grow Pennsylvania, a statewide effort to encourage revitalization in
Pennsylvania's economy. The three focuses of the Grow Pennsylvania plan
include infrastructure modernization, healthcare innovation, and post-secondary
education transformation.
Photo by Derrick Photographer Richard Sayer

"This is a different approach to try to grow Pennsylvania. We have to get more
people coming, and staying, in Pennsylvania,” Wonderling said in an article by The Derrick.
The purpose of the plan is to avert the decline in population, job growth, and personal income dissolution. The
Grow Pennsylvania initiative is tentatively planned to launch in 2018. Wonderling stopped in Oil City as he was
traveling through Pennsylvania to hold these “focus group” discussions with other leaders throughout the state.
He invites community members to be part of the initiative and those interested can contact him at
rwonderling@ceocouncilforgrowth.com.

Venango Chamber Now Accepting Nominations for Citizen of the Year
The Venango Area Chamber of Commerce is now accepting nominations for its Outstanding Citizen Award. Each
year, the Chamber bestows the award upon an individual or individuals who consistently evidence civic
leadership through volunteerism and service to their community. The Outstanding Citizen Award is among the
Chamber’s most prestigious community recognition awards.
The nominating committee is looking for Venango County citizens who demonstrate a well-rounded and deeprooted commitment to family and community. Nominees must be community volunteers with records of
extensive and diverse participation in community service and civic involvement, aside from accomplishments
directly related to the candidate’s employment.
Those wishing to nominate individuals for the Outstanding Citizen Award must submit an official nomination
form along with a nominating letter that describes the nominee’s background and qualifications for this award.
Those having previously nominated candidates for the Outstanding Citizen awards may re-nominate a
candidate by sending an updated nomination letter along with a nomination form. All selections are made
without regard to race, color, creed, age or national origin.
Nomination forms are available at the Chamber of Commerce at 41 Main Street in Oil City, or can be mailed or
emailed by calling the chamber office at (814) 676-8521. You may also download a form at
www.venangochamber.org, by clicking “Connect”, then “Recognition Awards”. Completed nomination forms
should be sent to the Citizens of the Year Nominating Committee, P.O. Box 376, Oil City, PA 16301.
The 2015 Citizens of the Year was were Lee and Maureen James. The 2016 Citizen of the Year will be
recognized at the Chamber’s Annual Dinner, to be held on Wednesday, February 22nd.

White Cane Day Planned by Blind Association
Join the Venango County Association for the Blind for their annual White
Cane Day Walk on Tuesday, October 18th. This year the Agency will hold
the event in Oil City, starting at the Grace United Methodist Church, at
Central and West First St. We will gather around 9:30 AM and the walk
will start at 10:00 AM. We encourage anyone interested in celebrating
the White Cane as a symbol of a blind or visually impaired person’s ability to achieve a
full and independent life to join us. Vision impairment simulator glasses and blindfolds will be used to give
individuals the opportunity to experience mobility with a visual impairment. Brief cane training will be offered
by the Bureau of Blindness and Visual Services, all walkers will also have a sighted guide available to assist them.
Your participation in this awareness event will help us build better and more open communities that embrace

“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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GBS Awarded Career Link Training Bid
Gibbons Business Solutions, LLC of Franklin was recently awarded the bid for development of Sustainable
Intermediate Computer Training for Clients of NWPA PA Career Link. Under this project, GBS will develop
curriculum and training materials, as well as prepare CareerLink’s facilitators to present the training to job
seekers in Clarion, Crawford, Erie, Forest, Venango and Warren counties. In October, the GBS team of
instructors will conduct the first round of training sessions in Oil City.

Announcing Amazing Stitches Quilt & Sewing classes for October!
Snowman Snowball Wall Hanging – October 5
Learn how to make a charming snowman decoration for this holiday season!
Frivols by Moda – October 12
Make a quilt with Frivols by Moda. Each Moda Frivol tin comes with 42 7" x 7"
squares, a quilt pattern, a new block pattern, and a special Frivol surprise!
Holiday Theme Table Runner/Placemats – October 19
Great for gifts or to add to your holiday décor!
For class descriptions and event information see our Facebook page! www.facebook.com/AmazingStitches

The Extroverted Introvert’s Guide to Networking
by Kurtis Bell
Being an extroverted introvert is a real thing and it can be very interesting and quite odd as well. I have my
moments where I can be very sociable, but for the most part I have no problem going back to my hermit’s life.
Here are my rules for networking as an extroverted introvert:
1. Dive deep in to conversation.
As an extroverted introvert, you crave social interaction but cannot stand small talk. Meeting people is always
nice, but we want to learn more about these new connections and not just jibber jabber about the weather or
skim over current events. Developing a connection is what keeps us interested and creates a true bond.
2. Get out of your own head.
Often we’re consumed in thought. Our minds race a mile a minute mulling over ideas, what lies on the horizon, a
past conversation, or even that time you forgot to mention something to a friend. If you can clear your head
space for a bit things open up for you and you never know, you might actually have a good time.
3. Go out and immerse yourself in social settings.
There are times where there’s nothing more you would rather do than stay in and do nothing. There are also
times where you want to go out and do everything. Capitalize on the times you want to go out. Jump in to a social
setting and if you’re “on”, enjoy yourself. If it happens that you’re not “on” don't just pack it in and call it a night.
Take a moment to yourself, move slightly away from all the activity and work to gain your composure again.
So as you can see, it is a delicate balancing act being an extroverted introvert. You can have some really great
times and meet some truly tremendous people. The biggest challenge is maintaining the balance that allows you
to stay social but also maintain your sanity. If reading this reminds you of your own social life, don’t worry, you
are not alone. There are plenty of us out there. As always, if you see me out and about feel free to pick my brain
about this topic. Once again, thanks for reading and happy networking.

Venango Area Chamber of Commerce ● (814) 676-8521 ● www.venangochamber.org
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Northwest Hospital Foundation is pleased to announce Kay Ensle is joining the staff as executive assistant to
support growth initiatives. Ensle will provide administrative support to the executive director, including donor
research and data management, financial and goal reporting, and social media communications.
In regard to this new opportunity, Ensle commented, “This is a wonderful opportunity and I am grateful for the
chance to assist in the growth and continued development of the foundation. I look forward to providing support
to the executive director and the board, as we work together to enhance the Hospital’s mission to provide highquality health care to our area residents.”
The Northwest Hospital Foundation launched a series of new initiatives to thoughtfully enhance the health care
of our community by working with loyal supporters to fund programs and activities that go above and beyond
what an established health care system would generally be expected to provide.
Quietly and behind the scenes in many ways, the Foundation enables and provides many of the services and
features that make the hospital more comfortable and more comforting. Through the generosity of many in our
community, recent gifts have included equipment and technology advancements, physician and staff education,
and programs that directly impact patient care.
On Ensle’s appointment, Executive Director Theresa Edder stated, “Kay
brings diverse experience, including a background in development and
donor cultivation, which will help accelerate our efforts, enhancing
patient programs and services at UPMC Northwest Hospital through
increased donor support and strong community engagement.”
The Northwest Hospital Foundation was established in 1982 and
receives and allocates gifts exclusively in support of UPMC Northwest
Hospital.

Pictured from left: Frank Gill, Kay Ensle, Theresa Edder

5th Annual Fighters Ball Planned
The Fighter’s Ball is a non-profit event held to raise funds for Relay For Life of Venango County and cancer
research and generate awareness when it comes to prevention, detection, and treatment of all cancers.
The 5th Annual Fighter’s Ball will be held Saturday, October 22nd, at The Quality Inn on
Liberty Street in Franklin, PA. It promises to be a fun-filled evening with dinner, dancing,
50/50 raffle, and silent auction, all to raise awareness and funds while honoring our beloved
cancer fighters! Proceeds are going towards funding research and treatment in and around
Venango County. Help raise money to find a cure for this devastating disease that touches all
of our lives in one way or another!
If you have any questions, would like to purchase tickets, or are interested in sponsoring this
event please contact us at fightersball@hotmail.com, or call 814-676-5759 More information
is available at www.facebook.com/fightersball

Oil City Bridge Dedication
The Petroleum Street Bridge in Oil City in now known as the Spc. Jonathan R Kephart
Memorial Bridge. Jonathan Kephart was the first soldier from Venango County lost in
Afghanistan/Iraq and on Saturday, September 24th, the bridge was formally renamed
during a dedication ceremony.
Representative Lee James introduced HB 1856 which passed in both the House and Senate
unanimously and signed by Gov Tom Wolf in July 2016.

“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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Calling All Small Businesses
The United Way of Venango County
would like to cordially invite your
small business to join us at our
upcoming ‘Business Blitz’s’.
Froggy Radio Station will be
providing live action broadcasts during these blitz gatherings.
The United Way helps support over 21 programs with 14 local
non-profit agencies in Venango County. United Way members
will be present to collect any pledges made for the 2016-2017
campaign year, so stop on out to a blitz in your area! Stop in at
any of those locations with a $100 pledge or more and your
Business Name will be announced live throughout the Broadcast
AND we will post your names immediately to our Facebook and
Twitter pages!
Your investment will provide families in our community with
counseling services, job skills training, emergency disaster
relief, shelter, healthcare for the uninsured, income-based
childcare, tutoring, as well as providing senior companions for
the elderly in Venango County. That’s what it means to LIVE
UNITED!
Franklin – Wed. Oct. 12th at Galaxy Federal Credit Union.
Oil City – Wed. Oct. 26th at Barr’s Insurance.
Cranberry – Thurs. Nov. 3rd at Rossbacher/Urban Insurance.
Each event will be open from 12pm-3pm, with Froggy
broadcasting live from 1pm-3pm. Please call (814)676-6545 for
any questions. (PLEASE SEE FLYER INSERT)

13th Annual Foxburg Fall Art,
Wine & Food Festival
On Sunday, October 9th, come have a spectacular time at the
Riverfront on Main Street in Foxburg, PA, from 11AM to 6PM.
This year’s Festival will include artisans, crafters, musicians,
wine, food, Oktoberfest beer & German cuisine, kids
entertainment, Chinese auction, raffles & so much more!!!
Free admission and parking! A shuttle service is available from
A. C. Valley Medical Center & Elementary School
Home to Chamber members:
•Allegheny Grille
•The Foxburg Inn Hotel
•Divani Chocolatier
For more information call 724-659-5701 or visit :
foxburgfestival.com/13th-annual-foxburg-festival/

Venango Area Chamber of Commerce ● (814) 676-8521 ● www.venangochamber.org
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Pop Up Art Exhibits Planned
Two Oil City artists, Margaret Brostrom and
George Cooley, have been awarded a grant
thru the Pennsylvania Partners on the Arts
(PPA) to produce a series of five Pop-Up Art
Galleries in Oil City under the name Art Trade.
The Pennsylvania Partners on the Arts (PPA)
Grant Program provides funding for the arts through the
Pennsylvania Council on the Arts (PCA), a state agency
funded by the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and the
National Endowment for the Arts, a federal agency. Erie Arts
& Culture is one of thirteen Partner agencies which
administer PPA funds. Erie Arts & Culture oversees PPA
granting in Crawford, Erie, Mercer, Venango and Warren
Counties through both Project and Program Streams on
behalf of the PCA.
The Art Trade concept is to create
five pop-up art exhibits in Oil City
vacant buildings in 2017. Each
exhibit will have a different
curator and theme. Schedules and
other details will be announced at
a future date. The project’s goals are to bring art exhibits to
Oil City citizens that they might not otherwise experience,
improve the appearance and exposure of empty local
properties, and show the community how art can improve
everyone’s life. Each of the five exhibits would run about five
weeks, open with a reception, and include related films and
lectures. All exhibits and activities will be free and open to
the public. Further funding of the Art Trade project has been
provided by Art Inside, an Oil City artist support
organization. Further support and funding will be sought
from other local businesses and organizations.
For more information email GreenMan508@hotmail.com, or
call 814-428-3826

FLEX Annual Meeting Sponsorships
Future Leaders and Entrepreneurs
Exchange (FLEX), the young professional
group of the Chamber, is having their
Annual Meeting on Friday, October 21.
and sponsorships opportunities are
available! If interested in supporting the Annual Meeting and
helping FLEX, Venango County’s next generation of leaders,
please contact the Chamber at (814) 676-8521 or
acowles@venangochamber.org. Learn more about the Annual
Meeting in the FLEX FYI Newsletter (pg. 9).

“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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www.venangoplays.org
The Chamber’s online calendar of events

On June 15th 2016, the employees of Franklin Insurance 104 13th
Street Franklin Pa. and Titusville Insurance 107 East Bloss Street
Titusville Pa. became the new owners of the company. The
employees will be part of a new Employee Stock Ownership Plan
(ESOP), a special kind of employee benefit plan designed to hold
stock for employees. Employees do not buy the stock; instead, the
company uses future tax-deductible profits to buy the shares from
the selling owner David Ballard who will continue as the
company’s President and CEO. Franklin Insurance will become
one of less than 20 Independent Insurance Agencies out of over
1,500 in Pa. to take this step for its employee’s.
“For over 30 years the company, employees and local area have
been very good to me and now it’s time for me to return the
favor and give everyone here the same opportunities I was
fortunate to have and I look forward to helping them along the
way.” Ballard said.
Longtime employee Holly Butts said “Dave has always encouraged
and taken to heart our suggestions on growing here. He has always
had an out of the box perspective on being an owner by listening to
his employees and implementing their thoughts as well as his own.
This is just another piece of proof of his dedication to us.”
In an ESOP, companies contribute stock or cash to buy stock to an
employee stock ownership trust. Generally, all full-time employees
who have worked for a year or more are in the plan and receive
allocations of stock every year on an equitable basis. They get their
shares after they leave and sell them back to the company at an
appraised fair market value. Research on ESOPs shows that:

 ESOP companies grow about 2.5% per year faster after an
ESOP is set up than would have been expected based on their
performance relative to peer companies prior to an ESOP.

 ESOP participants average about 4 times more in total
retirement assets than do employees in non-ESOP companies.

 ESOP companies lay people off at one-third to one-fourth the
rate of other companies.
Franklin Insurance has 13 full time employees who can be reached
through the website at www.franklin-insurance.com and sells
Property Casualty, Life and Health Insurance in Pennsylvania and
several other states.
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There is a new opportunity for art and education in Southern Venango County. Chicken Coop Studio 306, a nonprofit through Bridge Builders Community Foundations, has recently opened in room 306 of the Crawford Center in
Emlenton. The Coop’s focus is to bring creative opportunities to area residents and visitors while also offering
educational programs to adults and children. Formed by local artists, the mission of this group is communitydriven. The core group has seen an array of talented artisans in the immediate area, and desires, through this
organization, to help them reach the public.
Chicken Coop Studio 306 is not just for “professional” artists. The
Coop is open to the public every Tuesday from 7pm-10pm. Artists
and crafters of any skill level are invited to bring a project and
supplies and utilize the relaxing space to create with other
creative minds. All forms of art art are welcome - coloring,
drawing, crochet, recycled art and everything in between. A few
basic art supplies are available in the studio as well as a different
still life each week.
Beginning in October, the first Open Studio of the month is Teen
Night, and all teenagers are invited to bring their art medium of
choice and get together at the studio.
The space at the studio was put together with creative
individuals in mind. The walls are bright and bold, one nearly all
windows, letting beautiful natural light in. The ceiling is a lovely
sky blue. The studio is furnished with tables and chairs and a few
easels. A cozy sitting nook for crafts like knitting and for chatting
with fellow artists is arranged conveniently next to a
refreshment area.
In addition to Open Studio time, the Coop is scheduling
workshops and demonstrations for the community. Recently,
they hosted a free demo showcasing Parker resident and awardwinning floral designer, Lorri Tobolski Mogus, who
demonstrated how to create your own wrist corsage and
boutonnière. September also featured two workshops, including
a “Mommy-and-Me” Harvest Scarecrow workshop for ages 4-10.
Also starting in October, Chicken Coop Studio 306 is adding to
the educational aspect of its mission. The studio will be turned
into a Science Lab! The Coop is partnering with local teacher,
Sara Black, to bring a chapter of GEMS to our area! All fourth,
fifth and sixth grade girls are invited to the Coop to perform
crazy science experiments and learn more about your world, all
while having fun.
Members of the Coop are currently busy organizing a Christmas
Market coming in November featuring local artisans and want to
encourage you to shop local for your Holiday gifts and decor.
They are looking for vendors selling handcrafted items. If you are
interested in participating, you can download a vendor
application from chickencoopstudio306.org.
For more information on the Coop and to stay up to date on
events and happenings or to register for the GEMS Fall Session or
a workshop, visit chickencoopstudio306.org.
See you at the Coop!

“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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Chamber Events Calendar

Hagan Business Machines
Mcfate & Merkel Law Office
SCORE

OCTOBER

Caldwell Printing Services
Clarion County Community Bank
Eckert Chiropractic
Clarion University
Friends of Drake Well Museum

18 Harrisburg Bus Trip
20 Board of Directors Meeting - 8AM
21 FLEX Annual Meeting 5:30PM

Pepsi Bottling Company
Urban Insurance Agency
Hickman Lumber
Oil Region Alliance
Northwest Savings Bank
UPMC Northwest
Bridge Builders Community

November
2 Business/Partner of the Year Luncheon, 12PM
Wanango Golf Club
17 Board of Directors Meeting - 8AM

Foundations

STAFF
Susan Williams
Dottie Tawney
Ashley Cowles
Janie Cassady

Executive Director
Executive Assistant
Program Manager
Intern, Penn State Behrend

COMMUNITY CALENDAR OF EVENTS AVAILABLE AT
WWW.VENANGOCHAMBER.ORG/CALENDAR
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FLEX to Hold Annual Meeting in October
2016 was a great year for FLEX, with active young professional
involvement and successful events! Whether you took part in meetings
and events or you’re looking to get involved in the future, we invite you
to attend our Annual Meeting.
The 2016 Annual Meeting will be held on Friday, October 21, from
5:30 to 7:30PM at the Barrow Civic Little Theatre in Franklin. The
evening will consist of a brief business meeting to recap the past year,
preview the upcoming year, and elect new leaders.
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Shaun Alcorn, a local entrepreneur, will join FLEX as a guest speaker.
Shaun has worked throughout the U.S. and is happy to now call
Venango County his home. He has started or taken over several local
businesses with his wife, Marie Alcorn, including Karma Coffee Co, Northside Eatery, and The
Yellow Dog Lantern Restaurant. He’s passionate about the area and plans to talk to meeting
attendees about running a business and thriving in Venango County, including Q&A with
encouraged participation from audience members.
Attendees can enjoy heavy hors d’oeuvres and beverages, as well as drinks from the Barrow
Civic Theatre’s cash bar if interested. During the beginning networking time, FLEX will offer free
professional headshots to all attendees—a new feature added to this year’s meeting.
The theatre will host its Cabaret at 8 p.m. following the meeting, and all meeting attendees will
receive free admission and a drink voucher for the event. Young professionals are also welcome
to bring sheet music and sing during the Cabaret!
Please RSVP for the Annual Meeting to Ashley at the Venango Area Chamber of Commerce at
acowles@venangochamber.org or (814) 676-8521 by Friday, October 14. While attendance by
young professionals is encouraged, anyone is welcome to attend. We hope you can join us for
this evening of networking and FLEX involvement!
Sponsorship opportunities are available. If interested in supporting the Annual Meeting and
helping FLEX, Venango County’s next generation of leaders, please contact the Chamber at (814)
676-8521 or acowles@venangochamber.org.
“The Future of Venango Area Business!”
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Another great young professional who grew up in Venango County has returned to
work in our area! We’re happy to introduce Zachary Johnson, Mechanical Engineer for
New Product Development Testing Center at Joy Global.
Zakk grew up near Two Mile Run County Park and graduated from Oil City High School
in 2008. He attended Venango College of Clarion University for one year, spent his
second year at Clarion University’s main campus, then finished pursing his degree at
Penn State Behrend, where he graduated in the top 10% of his class and earned a
bachelor’s degree in Mechanical Engineering Technology.

Many mentors have shaped Zakk into who is he today. He worked for Ron Myers, owner of Myers Custom
Woodworks, Inc., at the age of 15 in which he gained skills, punctuality, creativity, and work ethic that he has
cherished and taken throughout his life. He was also fortunate to take guitar lessons from Ron Shoup, former
Venango Area Chamber director, with some occasional math homework help, too. Ron was also Zakk’s
mentor for his high school senior project and helped him build a guitar. Not only did he teach him about
guitars, but how to be a stand up person and work hard to succeed.
Currently, Zakk lives in Harrisville with his wife, Kayla, and he may have a degree and full-time job, but he’s
not done studying yet! He’s taking classes towards a Master of Business Administration through Gannon
University and plans to graduate in Spring 2017. In the future, besides earning his MBA, Zakk plans to
complete a few hydraulic engineering courses and hopes to move into a house within the surrounding area.
In his free time, you’ll find Zakk relaxing and catching up with family and friends, boating, camping, attending
local fairs, and working outside on different projects, including occasional woodworking. Some of his favorite
parts of Venango County include events such as the 4th of July fireworks, Applefest, and Light-Up Night, and
places such as Two Mile Run County Park, French Creek, and the Samuel Justus Trail.
Zakk enjoys working in Venango County and doesn’t plan on leaving! “Unlike the big cities, Venango County is
a very welcoming, easy going, and beautiful area to work in,” he said. He likes the safety, scenic beauty,
friendly people, and relaxed way of living, and he truly sees the potential in our area! We couldn’t agree more,
and we’re happy to have Zakk as one of our young professionals here!

FLEX Socials
Thank you to everyone who joined
us at the first FLEX Coffee Chat! We
enjoyed getting to know young
professionals in our area.
We’re planning to hold some type of
social at least once a month! Our
next, besides the Annual Meeting,
will be a Happy Hour in November
(see back page for details).
Have an idea for a fun FLEX get-together? Let us know!
Email acowles@venangochamber.org or message us on
Facebook.
FLEX ● (814) 676-8521 ● www.VenangoFLEX.org
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He may not originally be from Venango County, but Christopher Nocera sure takes
pride in our area! Chris, an engineer at Joy Global, grew up in Ellwood City, part of
Lawrence County, and went on to Penn State Behrend where he received his Bachelor
of Science in Electrical Engineering in May 2011.
He has several accomplishments he is proud of, including continuing education and
certification with engineering software and designing a machine sold to a customer in
Australia for $3 million within a year of being hired at Joy. Most importantly, though,
Chris is proud that he is “adulting” successfully.
As an engineer, Chris truly enjoy solving problems and in the future he hopes to more directly impact people
by improving their quality of life through engineered solutions to common problems. In the next five to 10
years, he hopes to continue his education and to get more involved within the Franklin community.
Chris is rarely bored in his free time, because he plays in two bands based out of Ellwood City—“Generation
2,” a rock and country cover band with his dad, and “One Voice,” a family contemporary Christian music
group. When he’s not playing music, he’s hiking at Oil Creek State Park, biking on the Samuel Justus
Recreation Trail, helping with a local youth group, camping or fishing at Two Mile Run County Park, enjoying
downtown Franklin, or traveling all over the state, country, and world. He enjoys taking trips to Erie,
Pittsburgh and State College; visiting big cities in the USA like New Orleans, Orlando, and Baltimore; and he’s
even been to Europe and Australia!
“There really is a lot to do in the area, especially if you enjoy being outdoors,” Chris said. “The housing is very
cheap and all of the people I work with are fantastic.” We love when young professionals come to our area
and we’re so glad Chris is enjoying his new home here!

On-The-Go Leadership Development at Joy Global
Joy Global recently launched the Women In Action leadership program to 130 female leaders worldwide
and those identified as emerging talent in the organization. The pilot launch of this program is the first of its
kind for the company – new curated leadership content will be released on a monthly basis to relating to
short video clips from industry leaders and university
professors, along with reflection questions and activities,
and book summaries from some of the world’s most
prevalent thought leaders.
So, why this program and why now? Understanding that
many employees can’t leave the office for two days at a time
for training academies leverages our presence to frequently
look at material we can offer our employees in which they
can access online at their discretion, between meetings or at
home on their tablets or smartphones. As an organization,
we are engaging our current and future leaders with
diversity and inclusion competencies which will enhance our
ability to attract, develop, and retain critical leadership
talent to drive business innovation for years to come.
Written by Alan McBride, Global Talent Manager

“The Future of Venango Area Business!”

Upcoming Events & Volunteer Opportunities
FLEX Annual Meeting
Friday, October 21
5:30 - 7:30pm
Barrow Civic Little Theatre, Franklin
(see front page for details)

Oil Heritage Festival Bike ‘n Brew Meeting
Tuesday, November 1
5:30 - 7:00pm
Hoss’s Steak and Sea House, Cranberry
Join us to discuss date, location, food, music, and more for
next year's Bike 'n Brew! The meal will be dutch treat.
Please RSVP to acowles@venangochamber.org or (814) 676-8521.

FLEX Happy Hour
Wednesday, November 9
5:30 - 7:00PM
McNerney's Tavern, Oil City
Join us for an informal social to network with other young
professionals, support a local business, and unwind after
your work day!

OUR MISSION
FLEX represents the needs and interests of Young Professionals by positioning ourselves
as leaders, entrepreneurs and advocates for the sustainability of the Venango Area
through civic engagement, leadership development, and networking.

Where you’ll find FLEX this month:
Friday, October 21 - Annual Meeting, 5:30 to 7:30PM, Barrow Civic Little Theatre
Chamber events: Check out the Chamber’s Calendar of Events at
www.venangochamber.org

email: flex@venangochamber.org
FLEX ● (814) 676-8521 ● www.VenangoFLEX.org

VenangoFLEX

