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“Every speaker I listened to, every simulation we did together, every
assembly we went to, and every company meeting we had, we all learned
something, and that is the most important thing about this experience.
This camp has taught me how to persevere through tough times, to
communicate with others easier, time management, and how to show
support to myself and anyone who is around me.” – Zach Taylor,
Franklin Area HS

Chamber
Hosts
PFEW Breakfast
“Building a Future for November
Venango Area Business!”
29th
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The Venango Area Chamber of Commerce builds, serves and promotes regional business.

Welcomes New Members
The Taco Shack
Chris Antonov
222 Center Street
Oil City, PA 16301
Phone: (814) 271-7239
Published Category: Restaurants

Eat in or take out local eatery with a
menu including tacos, burritos, rice
bowls and more.

Breakfast Showcases Local Students
The
Venango
Area
Chamber of Commerce and
our members have been
long time supporters of the
Pennsylvania
Free
Enterprise Week (PFEW), a
summer program that
provides students from across the state the unique
opportunity to learn about business and
manufacturing.
The Chamber will be hosting a breakfast at 8 a.m. on
Wednesday, November 29, at the Venango
Technology Center (1 Vo-Tech Drive, Oil City).
Continental breakfast will be served prior to the
gathering from 7:30 to 8 a.m.

We are inviting all the students who participated
from local schools, their teachers, and PFEW
sponsors.
We are also extending the invitation to all Chamber
members to join us in hearing about the experiences
of our students and what PFEW has meant to them.
We believe it is extraordinarily important to “spread
the good news” about what PFEW does in terms of
opening a young person’s eyes to the promises of
their own future and how it might relate to our
private enterprise system. The breakfast meeting is
going to be held from 8 a.m. to approximately 9:30
a.m., and there is no cost to attend. Please RSVP to
the Chamber by Wednesday, November 22.

Do you consider Venango County your “home”? As part of the Be Here initiative, we are surveying
community members who grew up in Venango County. We are asking both those who have left and those
who still reside here to take no more than 10 minutes to answer questions about their experience, such as:
 What made you leave (or what made you stay in) Venango County?
 If you moved away, would you consider coming back to Venango County?
 If your ideal job was available in Venango County, what would that be?
To learn more about this project and to take the survey, please visit beherevenango.org/home-survey.
Venango Area Chamber of Commerce ● (814) 676-8521 ● www.venangochamber.org

Local Business Owners Participate in Oil Creek 100
Is there anything more challenging
than being a small business
owner? Well, maybe running
through the woods for over 7
hours, on trails covered by wet
leaves, rocks and roots, climbing
over 5400 feet. Two Venango
Chamber
member
business
owners completed such runs
recently, and neither for the first
time.
Dr. Scott Kennedy,
Optometrist, and Jason Woolcock,
Jason Woolcock
co-owner of Witherup Fabrication,
both participated in the Oil Creek
100 Trail Run, described as “Once my sons left home for
“Unforgiving, Historic and Gnarly.” college, my daughters challenged
Each October, for the past nine me to spend more time with them.
years, over 400 athletes descend Resisting the invitation to golf
on Oil Creek State Park to attempt with dad, they suggested instead
a race of 50k, 100k or 100 miles. that I run with them.”
The 50k (32 miles) attracts over
150 racers. In addition to racers
(who chose to run, hike or both),
families and support teams join
them, most as visitors to our
region. The races that began this
year on the morning of October 14
at 7 a.m., 6, a.m. and 5 a.m.
respectively, lasted throughout
Saturday and Sunday, with the
cutoff for 100 mile completion at 1
p.m. Sunday afternoon.

Those runs soon led to a few 5k
races, a 10k (Scott described as a
bad idea) and eventually, at the
suggestion of a friend, an attempt
at trail running. The convenience
of local trails made this especially
appealing and in 2016 Scott ran
his first Oil Creek 100, completing
50k in just over 8 ½ hours. This
year he took on the 100K, running
for more than 22 hours. Finishing
just after 4 in the morning, Scott
the
experience:
Scott Kennedy didn’t start running describes
until just 5 years ago, at age 59. “Running at night was just surreal,
with the noises, flying squirrels,
porcupines, and your eyes playing
tricks with the shadows from the
headlamps. My overall experience
is difficult to sum up, except that it
was an exhaustive feeling of
accomplishment. ”

Dr. Scott Kennedy

Jason
Woolcock
could
be
described as a serial Oil Creek 100
runner, having completed the race
5 times, including four 50k races
and one 100k. This year, Jason
finished the 50k in just over 7
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hours. Jason, too, was inspired by
a friend, the late Jim Benson, who
ran well into his 70’s. Jason
remarks: “We are fortunate to
have this race and these trails in
our region, available to us year
round. This race is supported by
local volunteers, Oil Creek State
Park, the Titusville School District
and race Director Tom Jennings. I
enjoy the opportunity to spend the
weekend of the Oil Creek 100 with
the many friends I have made
throughout the years.”
The race, which sells out within
minutes of the registration
opening, infuses money into the
local economy. Local hotels often
sellout and restaurants are busy
with runners and their crews
before and after the race. The
majority of the participants are
not from the Oil Region and, in
fact, many are not from
Pennsylvania. They are visitors to
our area and are generous in their
compliments about the beauty of
our area and the wonderful
hospitality they find here. You can
learn more about the Oil Creek
100 Race at www.oilcreek100.org.
Photos by: David Schmude

“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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Hagan Business Machines is on the move! Many times, if you
heard that phrase, you might think that new technologies
were being implemented, but this time it is literal... HAGAN
BUSINESS MACHINES IS MOVING! The new location will be
3008 Route 257, Seneca, just up the road from the Laurel Eye
Clinic. This new building will provide more showroom area,
plus space to grow.
According to Branch Manager David Snedden, "Everyone at
Hagan's is very excited about the new location. Being on
busy Route 257 will give us added visibility." David also
says, "We invite you to stop by and see what Hagan's can do

Embrace Hospice After Hours
Monday, November 13
5 to 7 p.m. (panel discussion beings at 5:30)
Karma Coffee Co, Oil City
In honor of National Hospice and Palliative Care Month, UPMC
would like to invite you their “Embrace Hospice” after hours
event. Come learn more about their Hospice Interdisciplinary
Team and understand the true meaning of hospice care.
You are encouraged to bring a
friend or family member along
with any questions you may have.
This free educational event is open
to anyone in our community.
Light refreshments and appetizers will be served. Please RSVP
to Kim Slater Heil at (814) 437-0333 or by email at
slaterheilkl2@upmc.edu

Rep. James Hosts Conceal Carry Seminar
On Thursday, Oct. 19, Lee James
hosted a conceal carry seminar
at the Pleasantville VFD.
District Attorney Shawn White
and Sheriff Eric Foy were on
hand to discuss The Castle
Doctrine and Stand Your
Ground laws as well as answer
questions from the audience.
Venango Area Chamber of Commerce ● (814) 676-8521 ● www.venangochamber.org
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Wanango Country Club to Host Beer Tasting
You’re invited to a Micro-Brew Beer
Tasting at Wanango Country Club on
Saturday, November 11, from 4 to 7
p.m. Tickets are $30 pre-sale and
$35 at the door, with beer samplings
from North Country, Timbercreek,
Rusty Rail, and more. More
information can be found on
Wanango’s Facebook page.

The StreamTV is up and running on Comcast Channel 22
local cable and streaming 24/7. Find out what's going on
in the area and watch Council meetings and local news.
StreamTV is also available to watch online by visiting
www.streammedia.tv.

New Owner at Oil City Automotive

Congratulations to Shawn Alden, the new owner of Oil City
Automotive! Shawn grew up in the auto repair industry
and his first job was washing cars. He and his wife, Carrie,
are from Rocky Grove and are excited to take over the
business, which they purchased at the beginning of the
month. Please join us in welcoming the Aldens!
“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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C.B. McCullough Editing & Proofreading
Perfect words for genius ideas.
C.B. McCullough Editing & Proofreading
is a sole proprietorship that offers
writing, ghostwriting, copyediting, book
editing, proofreading, and publishing
services to businesses and individuals in
Venango County.
Writer and copy editor Corey
McCullough is truly passionate about
what he does. He understands the
power of effective writing and knows
the power that words have to transform
a message.

McCullough worked through all kinds of
weather digging holes in search of
artifacts.
“One uncommonly brutal December
morning, while preparing for a
backwoods slog through several feet of
snow, staring down the barrel of
another long week away from my wife—
and REALLY wishing my boots had dried
overnight—I decided, ‘Okay. It's time to
start my own business,’” said
McCullough. “A few weeks later, I quit
my job and made the leap from
archaeologist to full-time writer.”

“As a full-time, self-employed contractor
specializing in writing and editing, my
entire day is devoted to perfect words,” The focus of McCullough’s business is to
said Corey McCullough.
guide people in crafting messages that
tell impactful stories.
McCullough is a writer, copy editor,
proofreader, and card-carrying member “The service I provide is equal parts art,
of the Editorial Freelancers Association. craft, technical, and marketing,” said
He boasts an impressive resume, having McCullough. “My job is to help you
edited 22 nonfiction books, 18 fiction communicate your message, capture the
novels, 523 articles and blog posts, 642 best voice for your product or story, and
news articles, 24 academic abstracts, create a relationship with your core
and 6 children’s books. McCullough has readers/listeners/audience/customers
proofread 577 pieces of marketing copy without alienating anyone on the fringe.
and
10
academic
essays
and It’s about asking, ‘How can we make
ghostwritten 10 nonfiction books, 2 these words resonate with as many
fiction novels, 52 articles and blog posts, people as possible?’”
and 2 mobile video game scripts. He has
McCullough is excited to see the effects
also written 3 original novels, various
that his writing will have on local
press releases, and 1,024 product
businesses.
descriptions.
“Since moving back home to Venango
“My vocational commitment to the
County, my goal has been to transition
written word began one morning in a
my work closer to home by opening up
hotel room as I packed my lunch for a
professional writing and editing
day in the field,” said McCullough, who
opportunities to local businesses and
was working as an archaeological
individuals,” said McCullough. “It will be
technician for an environmental
rewarding to support the growth of
consulting firm out of Pittsburgh. His job
other businesses in my community.”
required him to travel to proposed
pipeline construction sites throughout “For a limited time, I’m offering free
Pennsylvania, West Virginia, and writing and editing samples to
Virginia to conduct cultural resource businesses and individuals working/
surveys. “I would wake up on Monday living in Venango County. Just visit
morning, say goodbye to my wife, drive cbmcediting.com/freesample and enter
for five or six hours, check into a hotel, the limited-time promo code ‘Red5.’ Get
then load into a truck with my fellow ready to tell people, ‘Writing? I’ve got a
technicians and travel to the work site.” guy for that.’”

About
C.B. McCullough Editing &
Proofreading offers writing,
ghostwriting, copyediting, book
editing, proofreading, and
publishing services.
FAST FACTS

 McCullough grew up in
Venango County, moved
away after college, and
recently moved back home
with his amazing wife and
two beautiful daughters.
 McCullough’s list of clients
includes bestselling authors,
the former Senior V.P. and
Treasurer of PepsiCo, and the
youngest woman to dive the
wreck of the Titanic.
 McCullough has made
impressions with his eating
as well as his writing. “A
waitress once told me, and I
quote, she had ‘never seen
anyone eat so much food in
her life — mind you, this is a
woman who literally watches
people eat all day, every day.”

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Website:
www.cbmcediting.com
Email:
mcculloughwrites@gmail.com
Phone:
(814) 758-5585
Instagram:
@cbenmcc
Twitter:
@cbmcediting

Venango Area Chamber of Commerce ● (814) 676-8521 ● www.venangochamber.org
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McGill, Power, Bell & Associates, LLP
Empowering our clients, our organization and our
communities to achieve excellence.
McGill, Power, Bell & Associates, LLP
(MPB)
provides
comprehensive
accounting and financial services to
local
corporations,
businesses,
manufacturers, nonprofit organizations,
government agencies and individuals.
The business likes to assist individuals
and businesses to be a success. They
offer a broad range of services to help,
such
as
QuickBooks,
payroll,
bookkeeping, and tax preparations.

the firm merged with Fargo, McGill &
Company in 1980 to become Fargo,
McGill, Power & Power. In 1982, Fargo,
McGill, Power & Power merged with Bell
& Company to become McGill, Power,
Bell & Associates, LLP. The firm
established a presence in Erie in 1999
when it merged with The Pashke Group,
previously
known
as
Pashke,
Twargowski, and Lee. In 2014, McGill,
Power Bell & Associates LLP merged
with O’Polka & Company of Franklin to
MPB has a long history of serving our
broaden their connection to northwest
area. The earliest predecessor firm, Bell
Pennsylvania and beyond.
& Company, was started in 1927 by
Herold Bell in Sharon, PA. The present Rick Clark CPP, Payroll Services
firm is the result of a series of mergers Coordinator at MPB, told us he most
with leading firms in Western enjoys working in Venango County
Pennsylvania.
because of the people. “I know this is a
theme I hear repeatedly throughout
Robert M. Power Sr. began his public
Venango County,” he said. “The
accounting practice in Meadville in
community spirit is high and everyone is
1953. Looking to expand the business,
friendly. There is a ‘can do’ attitude that
is prevalent.”
MPB encourages their employees to not
only work throughout the community,
but develop in an environment that
allows career growth. The company also
stresses
the
balance
between
professional and personal life. Clark told
us that having a solid team behind you is
a piece of advice he’d give a new
business owner. “With a strong
backbone, you will be successful,” he
said.
As their slogan says, the business has a
mission to empower their clients,
organization, and community to achieve
excellence, and we think they’re doing a
great job at it!

About
McGill,
Power,
Bell
&
Associates, LLP provides
accounting
and
financial
services to local businesses
and organizations.
FAST FACTS



MPB offers a broad range
of services, such as
QuickBooks,
payroll,
bookkeeping, and tax
preparations.



The earliest predecessor
firm, Bell & Company, was
started in 1927 by Herold
Bell in Sharon.



The company stresses the
balance
between
professional and personal
life.

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Website:
www.mpbcpa.com
Email:
rclark@mpbcpa.com
Phone:
(814) 437-9568
Address:
1446 Liberty Street
Franklin, PA 16323
Hours of Business:
Monday - Friday
8 a.m. - 5 p.m.

“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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Two or Four? Chamber Impact Survey
PennDOT is currently conducting an asset
management study of the limited-access portion of
Route 8 highway between Franklin and Barkeyville
and it is expected to be completed in April 2018. This
corridor is a main artery to the Venango
Area. Almost all freight to and from this region, even
up to Warren, is transported along this stretch of The objectives of the Advocacy Committee’s
Route 8. The traffic study could result in a reduction exploration are to first make certain businesses are
of the size of Route 8 from four lanes to two.
aware of the study, then to collect and report specific
The Venango Chamber’s Advocacy Committee has data, regarding impact of a two lane highway versus a
begun reaching out to several local businesses to four lane highway.
explore the potential impact of a lane reduction, Chamber Director Susan Williams remarks, “The role
anticipating that any consideration of this would of the Chamber is to be the voice of business. We
have a negative impact on the local economy.
believe this is a great opportunity to better
Given that the viability of our area is directly related understand how our businesses use this corridor to
to access to Interstate 80, the Venango Chamber’s move goods, attract and retain a regional workforce,
Advocacy Committee has begun reaching out to and respond to emergency services.”
several local businesses to explore the potential
impact of a lane reduction, anticipating that any
consideration of this would have a negative impact
on the local economy.

“We have developed a survey for businesses to
respond. I am encouraged with each conversation
that confirms many of our members have seen recent
increases in business and anticipate this trend to
continue,” she said. “We will be reaching out to our
members and businesses across the region, but
welcome any inquiries from those who wish to
provide input.”

If you would like to take the survey and inform us on
how this change will affect your business or
organization, please visit www.surveymonkey.com/
r/two-or-four
We also invite you to reach out to the Chamber
at swilliams@venagochamber.org or (814) 676-8521.

Annual Dinner and Recognition Celebration Planned - February 21, 2018
Reserve the date to attend the Venango Chamber Annual Dinner on
Wednesday, February 21, at Cross Creek Resort. We will once again
recognize our Citizen of the Year, but this year we will also include
our Business and Partner in Business in the celebration!
The Business of the Year and Partner in Business are selected by
the Chamber’s Board of Directors and must be members of the
Chamber. Community members are invited to nominate candidates
for Citizen of the Year. Additionally, Chamber staff select a
Volunteer of the Year, the individual who has assisted the staff in
providing better service to the membership and the community.
Venango Area Chamber of Commerce ● (814) 676-8521 ● www.venangochamber.org
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Oil City McDonalds Gets Makeover

McDonalds in Oil City has recently undergone a
complete makeover. The project, which began
October 9, will be complete in less than one month,
with a soft opening planned for November 3 and a
ribbon cutting on November 9. Area Supervisor
Nick Delligatti, son of franchise owner Dan Delligatti,
sat down with Chamber Director Susan Williams to
talk about the scope of the remodel. The store will
have the same footprint as the previous building but
that is about all that will remain the same. The new,
contemporary façade will be complimented by two
drive up lanes, complete with outside digital
ordering. Inside, customers will find self service
kiosks, in addition to the full service windows they
are accustomed to. Once an order is placed, those
dining in can make their way to a table, where their
order will be served.

Of the few things that won’t change will be the staff.
Nick compliments Manager Becky Eismont, who will
continue to lead the Oil City team. “Becky has been
with us for a long time and does a great job here.
She seems to know everyone who walks in.” The
store will continue to add staff, an opportunity for
anyone who is looking for a business that offers
paths to promotion and management.
Nick is a graduate of the respected Hamburger
University and looks forward to being a fourth
generational business owner. His great grandfather
Jim bought his first McDonalds in 1957 and later
created the first Big Mac. His grandson Dan, Nick’s
father, owns the Oil City, Franklin and Cranberry
McDonalds, along with seven other stores.

The first 100 customers to arrive at the November 3
opening (beginning at 5 a.m.) will receive a Big Mac
Perhaps the most significant upgrades will be to the a week for one year. The Venango Chamber invites
operations behind the counter. McDonald’s staff, you to join us for the grand opening and ribbon
donning new uniforms, will find their new cutting on November 9 at 10 a.m.
workspace to be completely redesigned, for better
workflow and with upgraded equipment.

Citizen of the Year Nominations
We are now accepting nominations for our Outstanding Citizen Award!
Please see newsletter insert for more information
or complete a nomination online at:
www.venangochamber.org/citizen-of-the-year-nomination-form

“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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MEET OUR

BOARD
Frank Hajduk
Frank Hajduk served as the Board’s secretary for
his first two years as a member. He is now in his
third year as a member and is serving as Vice
Chairman of the Board.

worked to develop bike trails and other
recreational resources in the area. Frank has also
been heavily involved with SCORE for the past 5.5
years. During that time, his branch has helped 113
Frank grew up in Oil City and attended college in small businesses to grow and develop.
Ohio to become a mechanical engineer. Before Frank’s main goal as a board member has been to
graduating, Frank had the honor of being the JOY’s develop and execute a long-term strategic plan that
first-ever co-op student, an opportunity which reflects the goals and values of the Chamber.
allowed him to gain valuable work experience. “I wanted to create an implementation strategy so
Frank then went on to have a successful career in that the Chamber would have an actionable plan of
engineering management, which led him all over activities that would lead to completing goals,” said
the country to places including North Carolina, Frank.
Texas, Illinois, and New Jersey.
Frank’s vision for our area is to see small
While working in New Jersey, Frank became the
businesses thrive. He envisions a thriving region in
chief operating officer of an engineering company. which people do not need to go elsewhere to
He was able to retire at 54, and he has since further their careers. He hopes to see a wellreturned to his hometown and devoted his time to developed economy that allows businesses
contributing to the community in what he calls his including restaurants, technological development,
“give-back phase.”
and more to succeed.
Frank’s efforts throughout his “working “We need to use the recreational resources we
retirement” in our region have been focused on have in this area, like our waterways and bike
economic development. He has worked as a board trails, which are some of the best in the country, to
member of the Oil Region Alliance to promote the build a community that attracts the next generation
success of small businesses in the area. He has also of economic development,” Frank said.

venangoplays.org
The Chamber’s online calendar of events

Looking for things to do in the region or ways to
promote events? Wondering what else in happening on
the day you want to plan an event? Check out
VenangoPlays.org, your regional calendar of events.
You can easily submit your events to
be added to the calendar at
venangochamber.org/calendar/submit-event

Venango Area Chamber of Commerce ● (814) 676-8521 ● www.venangochamber.org

Dr. Richard Sabousky Receives “Innovation Award”
On October 19, Dr. Richard Sabousky, Chair of the
Department of Special Education at Clarion
University, was awarded the Rehabilitation
Community Provider Association (RCPA), “Innovation
Award” for his work in developing an online degree
that accepts the PA Office of Developmental
Programs’ required Provider training courses, as
prior learning credits.
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Careers. Colleen Stuart, C.E.O. at Venango Training &
Development Center stated,
“I am so proud and honored to have Dr. Sabousky as a
VTDC Board Member and community innovator. He
works tirelessly to help persons with disabilities in
our communities.”

As RCPA is the largest Association of its’ kind in the
nation, it is quite an honor to be recognized and
receive this award. Dr. Sabousky collaborated with
the Venango Training & Development Center, Inc. to
review each mandated training and identify learning
objectives and outcomes that converted into credits
towards a Certificate, Associates, or Bachelor of
Science Degree in Liberal Studies, with a
concentration in Community Services.
This now provides the Direct Support Professional
with career ladders in the human service field, while
continuing to work. Having the opportunity to apply
those prior learning credits gives Direct Support
Professionals, across the state, a jump on their degree
and hope for advancement in Human Service

Left to Right: Dr. Richard Edley, C.E.O, RCPA; Colleen Stuart,
C.E.O., Venango Training & Development Center, Inc.; Dr.
Richard Sabousky, Chair, Dept. of Special Education, Clarion
University and Dr. Dennis Nebel, RCPA Board President

Oil City’s Christmas Past & Jingle Bell 5K
The City of Oil City and the Oil City Main Street
Program are once again teaming up to coordinate Oil
City’s 17th Annual Christmas Past, scheduled for the
first weekend in December. This holiday celebration
kicks off at 5:30 p.m. on Thursday, Nov. 30 with a
Tree Lighting Ceremony at the Town Square,
followed by a concert from 7-9 p.m. at Karma Coffee
($5 cover) and a Christmas Concert at the Free
Methodist Church (donations accepted). On Friday,
Dec. 1, family-friendly activities begin at 6 p.m. with
the Oil City Rotary Chili Cook-Off and activities in the
Oil City Library, plus Santa, children’s fun & more at
Christ Episcopal Church and Central Avenue Plaza.

Festivities on Saturday, Dec. 2 include breakfast
events, craft and vendor shows, entertainment, and
Community Christmas Tree Display at the Venango
Museum. Some events are still being finalized; the
full schedule will be available in early November.
One of the weekend’s highlights is the annual Jingle
Bell Run (5K Run/Walk), scheduled for Saturday,
December 2 at 9 a.m. The race will begin on Seneca
Street near Town Square and proceed over Veteran’s
Bridge, onto Front Street to and beyond the Oil City
Marina, and return on the same course. Registration
and awards will be in the National Transit Building.
In addition to awards for runners and walkers, there
will be awards for the Best Christmas-Themed Outfit.
Cost is $20 advance or $25 late registration (Nov. 23
or after); t-shirt deadline is Nov. 15. For a
registration form, visit the Events & News Page of
www.oilcitymainstreet.org.
Volunteers are needed for both events. For more
information, contact Kathy Bailey in the Oil City Main
Street Office at 677-3152 ext. 101 or
kbailey@oilregion.org.
“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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Hope for the Holidays
The
Visiting
Nurses
Association
of
Venango
County is offering Hope for
the Holidays, which is a day of
healing intended to help
grieving children during the
holidays. This event will be
held on Saturday November 4, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at
Victory Heights United Brethren Church, in Franklin.
The joyful holidays of Thanksgiving and Christmas are times
for family reunions and children’s excitement, but if you
have experienced the death of a loved one, the holidays may
intensify the pain you are feeling. It is often very difficult to
rejoice and celebrate when you are grieving.
Hope for the Holidays will provide a therapeutic, fun setting
where children can talk openly and share their feelings with
others who have had similar experiences. At the same time,
they will benefit from guidance and support from our
trained bereavement volunteers. Each camper will be
assigned to a small group of campers of similar ages, along
with adult volunteer counselors in each group who will be
responsible for them. Activities will focus on ways to cope
with the upcoming holidays with workshops on grief and
holiday crafts. The day will conclude with a holiday meal.
Hope for the Holidays is geared for children ages 6-17 years
of age. For more information, please call the VNA office at
(814) 432-6555.

First there was Black Friday, then Cyber Monday, and
November 27, 2010, was the first ever Small Business
Saturday. Small Business Saturday is the day we
celebrate the Shop Small movement to drive shoppers to
local merchants across the U.S. The Venango Chamber
encourages you to support local business on November
25th and every other day of the year!
Venango Area Chamber of Commerce ● (814) 676-8521 ● www.venangochamber.org
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VenangoWorks 2018 Advertising Opportunity
Would you like to advertise in the Chamber’s monthly
newsletter? Contact Dottie for more information on
opportunities available for 2018!
Call (814) 676-8521 or email dtawney@venangochamber.org

Sherwin Williams Introduces New Manager
Sherwin Williams in Franklin recently named Erik Nilsson as
their new manager. Erik grew up in Franklin and is a 1986
graduate from Franklin Area High School and a 1990
Graduate from Clarion University. Erik has been with
Sherwin Williams for 27 years, having worked previously as
Commercial Sales Representative for the company.
Find the business at:
Sherwin-Williams #1051
446 ALLEGHENY BLVD
FRANKLIN, PA 16323 USA
PHONE: (814) 432-2216
FAX: (814) 432-2967

Annual Shredded Event Held
On Saturday, October 21,
Representative R. Lee James
held his annual Shredder
Event. This year was the
biggest so far, with nearly
70 constituents stopping by
to drop off important
personal documents to be
shredded.
Rep. James also passed out information on how to prevent
Identity Theft. If you would like information about
preventing identity theft, please contact the office at (814)
677-6413.
“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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Businesses Give Back—Northpointe Automotive Shares the Spirit
Each year, the family at Northpointe Automotive
adopts a family from the Venango County
Community Services. Their goal is to collect enough
money from the employees to be able to purchase
everything on the list for each member of the family.
Northpointe employees try to focus on a one-parent
family with two or more children, with the children
being their main focus. With any leftover monies
collected, they focus on a food basket, which includes
everything for a Christmas Dinner and gift cards to

Walmart, so they will be able to either buy items
needed or groceries if necessary.
Each year, the thank you card or letter from the
family that was helped expresses the sense of
gratitude and appreciation and leaves a great feeling
in the hearts of those who contributed. Holly
Galmish, who assists in coordinating the giving
campaign shares “We are very blessed with a great
family here at Northpointe and are very happy that
we can continue year after year to help area families
in need. “

When deciding where to settle
down, Greg and Sarah Merkel were
choosing between Chicago and
Venango County. They decided on
our area because it is offers a
“simpler, low-stress way of life” for
their family.
Greg is an attorney at McFate and
Merkel (and the president of the
Chamber’s Board of Directors) and Sarah is a consultant at
Northbridge Environmental Management Consultants, a
company out of Washington D.C.
You can read the Merkel’s full story on our Be Here
testimonials page, as well as multiple other stories of people
who live and work in the Venango Area!
We want to share YOUR story too. Just visit the website at
www.beherevenango.org/testimonials and click the “share
your story” button at the bottom of the page.

Venango Area Chamber of Commerce ● (814) 676-8521 ● www.venangochamber.org
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Don’t Forget to Thank Your Network
by Kurtis Bell
In this month of November, we will spend time
reflecting on the things and people for which we are
thankful. I’ll start off by expressing how thankful I
am for the way networking was presented and
taught to me. I have been actively “networking” now
for the better part of six years, and have always had
what seems to be a much different approach than
the general population.
After years of reading articles on networking, I
continue to see one common theme in nearly all of
them. Most recently I saw it called “un-networking”,
and of course that sparked my curiosity and I delved
in to the article. “Un-networking”, as it is called,
refers to a discussion with others where all involved
would share some about their business, current
projects, and present any issues where some outside
help would be appreciated. The idea behind this is
that “un-networking” promotes making new
connections and expanding one’s knowledge.

knowledge that you have accrued, and be utterly
selfless in your networking adventures.
To touch back on the theme of month, I can not tell
you how thankful I am for my network. My network
has delivered time and time again for me. Maybe it is
because they are all tremendous people. Maybe it is
because I spent more time building relationships
rather than building my sales numbers. Regardless, I
am beyond thrilled to have the connections I do and
to be able to call so many of them friends as well.
This month, take a look at your network and take a
moment to thank your connections for being
awesome.

Perhaps it is just me and the networking culture I
have been brought up within, but this “unnetworking” idea should not be something
groundbreaking. From day one it was instilled in me
that you build relationships, share the wealth of

Plan Now to Support First Night®
The Oil City Arts Council provides Oil City’s First Night
festivities and this year marks the event’s 20th year! First
Night is an alcohol-free, family-oriented celebration of the
arts. Since 1998, First Night Oil City has been funded by
grants, contributions and admission fees.
The Arts Council invites you to
make a tax-deductible pledge to
another successful First Night. All
donation amounts are welcome.
Donations of $100 or more will be
acknowledged with the donor’s
logo on the event brochure, and
acknowledgements
associated
with individual events. Donors
will also receive a free admittance
button for every $100 donated.
Check can be made payable to Oil City Arts Council and
mailed to 21 Seneca St. , Oil City, PA 16301
“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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Board of Directors
Greg Merkel, Pres.
Frank Hajduk, V.P.
Jeannie Henry, Sec.
Matt Caldwell, Treas.
Doug Eberle
Rebecca Beach
Dr. Kate Eckert
Shari Hamilton
Jake Hickman
Cathy Kentzel
Hope Lineman
Deb Lutz
Jim Marshall
Alan McBride
Ashley McCauley
Trenton Moulin
David Snedden
Carol Williams
STAFF
Susan Williams
Dottie Tawney
Ashley Cowles

Mcfate & Merkel Law Office
SCORE
Rossbacher Insurance Agency
Caldwell Printing Services
Agway
Clarion County Community Bank
Eckert Chiropractic
Friends of Drake Well Museum
Hickman Lumber
The Barnard House
Clarion University, Venango College
Steel Valley Authority

Chamber Events Calendar
NOVEMBER
16
23
24
30

Executive Committee Meeting 7:30AM
Thanksgiving Day-Chamber Closed
Chamber Closed
Business After Hours Mixer - Hagan Business Machines 5-7PM

DECEMBER
6 Business After Hours Mixer - Cross Creek Resort 5-7PM
8 Board of Directors Meeting
25 Christmas Day - Chamber Closed

King’s Landscaping
Komatsu Mining Corp.
Farmers National Bank
Bridge Builders Community Foun.
Hagan Business Machines
Williams Travel

Executive Director
Executive Assistant
Program Manager

www.venangoplays.org
Looking for things to do in the region, ways to promote
community events or wondering what else in happening on
the days you want to plan an event?
Check out
VenangoPlays.org, your regional calendar of events.

You can submit your events to be added to the calendar:
venangochamber.org/calendar/submit-event/
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FLEX Celebrates 10 Years at Annual Meeting
FLEX held its Annual Meeting
on Friday, October 20, at Karma
Coffee Co to review an extensive
list of accomplishments and
activities from their tenth year as
an organization. The group also
launched a brand new goalsoriented program and celebrated
the vibrancy of its membership.
The
evening
began
with
networking and ice-breakers led
by FLEX Events/Fundraising CoChair, Zachary Covington.
Appreciation Luncheon, as well
Opening up the meeting was as formal events such as the
FLEX
Presents,
Alan
McBride,
FLEX
VP/ annual
Secretary, who reflected on the recognizing more than a dozen
organization’s 2017 activities. young professionals in Venango
McBride highlighted a variety of County. Chosen by a panel of
social events including the judges from outside the County,
Winter Social Series, Campfire FLEX’s President, Casey McVay,
Social, Bowling Social, Summer was named Young Professional
Kick-Off,
and
Student of the Year at the event.

the Second Annual Oil Heritage
Festival Bike ‘n Brew. The 2018
event will be held on Saturday,
July 21. FLEX also hosts an
annual Ice Cream Social at the
festival.
The organization has three
committees:
Membership,
Events/Fundraising,
and
Marketing/Community
Partnerships, and a review of
their work was given. Rachel
Stiller, chair of Membership,
announced the launch of FLEX
Your Goals, a program for
Members in Good Standing,
including a goals tracking app
called
Goalify,
speakers,
workshops,
and
leadership
development activities.

FLEX sent a small group to
Clarion University-Venango to
participate in Next Step Career
Night, giving social media advice
to college students getting ready
to enter the workforce. In
addition, they are planning to
send members to volunteer at a
few local high school mock
interview days and career fairs.
Also highlighted during the
meeting was FLEX’s success with Continued on next page.
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2FLEX Members in Good Standing Ashley Cowles, Program Director

are welcome to sign up for the for Be Here at the Venango
Goalify app and FLEX will Chamber, provided a recap of the
reimburse them for a 3-month young
professional
retention
subscription.
program at the meeting. Learn
about
Be
Here
at
To join, download the Goalify app, more
make an account, join the FLEX www.beherevenango.org.
group using the special invitation
code YKK HLN 4A6, choose the 3month subscription (found under
“shop”), then contact Ashley at the
Chamber for reimbursement of $4
at (814) 676-8521 or at
acowles@venangochamber.org.
Not a member yet? Ashley can
provide you a form to complete
and return with a one-time $15
membership fee.

FLEX President, Casey McVay,
reviewed the FLEX Bylaws, and the
Nominating Committee Chair,
Kurtis
Bell,
reviewed
the
leadership
nomination
and
approval
process.
Members
approved the 2018 leadership
committee:
Rachel
Stiller,
President; Zachary Covington, VP/
Secretary; Jessica Ewing Falco and
Casey McVay, Events/Fundraising
Co-Chairs;
Alan
McBride,
Membership
Chair;
Marissa
Dechant, Marketing/Community
Partnerships Chair.
The meeting ended with the first
annual FLEXie Awards, a short
ceremony where FLEX leadership
gave Members in Good Standing
awards modeled after The Dundie
Awards from the television show
The Office. Awards included “Most
Likely to Have Been a Professional
Bowler: for the amount of strikes

thrown at the FLEX Bowling Social”
and “One More Thing: for the
person most likely to extend a
meeting” among many other fun
awards. Many attendees also
stayed after the program for a fun
game of trivia.
FLEX meets regularly at noon on
the third Wednesday every month
at various locations in Venango
County and hosts a variety of
opportunities to connect. For more
information, follow us on social
media and visit our website at
venangoFLEX.org. Next year’s
FLEX Annual Meeting will be held
on Friday, October 19, 2018.

2018 FLEX Leadership

From left to right: Membership Committee Chair - Alan
McBride, President - Rachel Stiller, Vice President/Secretary
- Zachary Covington, Marketing & Community Partnerships
Committee Chair - Marissa Dechant, Events & Fundraising
Committee Co-Chair - Casey McVay (missing from photo:
Events & Fundraising Committee Co-Chair - Jessica Falco)
FLEX
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You may recognize Chett DeLong
from FLEX events—he’s been
behind
the
camera
taking
beautiful photos for us at Bike ‘n
Brew and our Annual Meeting.
You may not know, though, that
Chett also works as a Material
Analyst
for
the
Federal
Government through McManis &
Monsalve Associates.
Chett was born in Maine and grew
up in Raleigh, NC, but most of his
family roots are in Northwest PA.
After attending East Carolina
University and earning his
bachelor’s degree in Media
Production, Chett moved to
Venango County and has been
here for about three years.
Although Chett was born deaf and
got a Cochlear Implant at age
seven, that didn’t stop him from

achieving great things. He grew up
using
a
visual
mode
of
communication
called
Cued
Speech and it has allowed him to
excel in all levels of school—he
went through college with
minimal assistance and obtained
a degree. “I am proud of being
able to accomplish that and am
thankful for the support system I
was fortunate to have,” he said.
Chett is also proud of the
documentary work about Cued
Speech he has done over the years
in collaboration with other peers
involved in the deaf community.

he spends much of his summer
SUP’ing
(Stand
up
Paddle
boarding),
swimming, hiking,
laying in the sun, and visiting with
friends and family. He also enjoys
exercising and eating healthy and
has recently gotten into brewing
and drinking loose leaf teas. He
told us: “I strive to live mindfully
and enjoy all the little things that
make life great.”

Some of his favorite spots in
Venango County include eateries
such as Villa Italia, Double Play, El
Toro Mexican, and Farmoore’s
Family Restaurant, and he also
Looking towards the next 5-10 enjoys taking walks on the various
years, Chett plans to accomplish greenways in the area.
goals both personally and Chett appreciates the opportunity
professionally. He enjoys his work to collaborate with other young
as a Material Analyst, but would professionals and contribute
like to do something more aligned towards accomplishing great
with his Media Production degree. things. He has enjoyed attending
Personally, he’d like to work to and taking photos at FLEX events
make the world a better place, and and looks forward to becoming a
find joy in that. “I do believe that more integral part of the group.
happiness trumps everything and
look to pursue it from as many “I’d like to see the group continue
to grow and progress its
avenues as I can,” he said.
influential force to collectively
In his free time, you can often find propel and generate ambassadors
Chett taking advantage of being for Venango County to create a
outdoors. His family owns a home very bright future,” he said.
on the river in Henry’s Bend and

Nov. 15 through Dec. 5, FLEX is collecting items to benefit the St. John’s
Episcopal Church food pantry. We’re inviting young professionals to place
a box at your business or employer to collect items with us.
We’ll provide boxes at our
November meeting. If you
can’t make it to the
meeting, please stop by Hilltop Hardware in Franklin for a
box. If you have your own, contact Ashley at
acowles@venangochamber.org for a sign to place on the box.
If you can’t collect items, we still encourage you to bring
donations to one of the locations (which will be listed in an
email and on social media) or bring items to the FLEX Ugly
Christmas Sweater Party on December 5 (details on back
page). The most wanted items are canned soup and rice.
“The Future of Venango Area Business!”
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Podcast Recommendation – “Strangers”
By Marissa Dechant
This month's podcast recommendation allows
listeners to step into the shoes of strangers while
appreciating their own place in life during the
upcoming holiday season. "Strangers," a podcast
hosted by Peabody award-winning producer and
director Lea Thau, captivates listeners by
highlighting the life-altering moments of regular
people's lives.
One of my favorite episodes explains this notion
best. "Jack Be Nimble," a two-part episode released
earlier this year, unearths the life of a Texan woman
by the name of Jack whose description of her
childhood sounds like a black comedy at best.
In Jack's episodes, her mild Southern drawl takes
you through a childhood painted by an absent
father, an alcoholic mother and her dark crew of
circus performing friends, and Jack's eventual
escape from an abusive step-father. It's the tale of
an underdog, at times both sad and uplifting, and
leaves listeners with a lot to be grateful for.

"Love Hurts" details Thau's thoughts following the
end of a relationship. She seeks dating advice from
experts and interviews several ex-boyfriends in an
attempt to understand her own long-term
singledom. It can be a cathartic and heartwarming
listen for those who wish they could ring up their
own ex and ask that one burning question - "So, why
did we really break up?"

Where "Strangers" hits success is in its ability to
cover stories across the board. Thau doesn't shy
away from in-depth analyses on immigration laws
or transgender issues, but she also delves into
personal tales of love and loss, including her own in
a four-part episode called "Love Hurts."

If you're on the hunt for a good story, "Strangers"
knows how to deliver in raw and unflinching detail.
So pull up a chair or go outside for a walk, and allow
yourself one small moment in the day to become
acquainted with a stranger.

OUR MISSION
FLEX represents the needs and interests of Young Professionals by positioning ourselves
as leaders, entrepreneurs and advocates for the sustainability of the Venango Area
through civic engagement, leadership development, and networking.

Upcoming Events & Meetings:
Skeet Shooting Social: Saturday, November 4, 11 a.m., Hickman Camp - 2025 Rockland Station Rd, Kennerdell
Coffee & Breakfast Chat: Wednesday, November 8, 7:30-9 a.m., Amazing Foods, Franklin
Bike ’n Brew Meeting: Thursday, November 9, 5:30-7 p.m., Venango Chamber, Oil City
Marketing Committee Meeting: Thursday, November 9, 7 p.m., Venango Chamber, Oil City (after Bike ‘n Brew)
Monthly Meeting: Wed. November 15, 12 - 1 p.m., Komatsu Administration Building, Franklin *Bring your lunch
FLEX Your Goals Happy Hour: Wed. November 15, 5:30-7 p.m., The Franklin
Ugly Christmas Sweater Party: Tuesday, December 5, 7 p.m., Foxtales, Franklin

Check out the Chamber’s Calendar of Events: www.venangoplays.org.
FLEX
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