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The Venango Area Chamber of Commerce builds, serves and promotes regional business.

Welcome New Members
O’Polka & Company, a Division of
McGill, Power, Bell & Assoc., LLP
Rick Clark
1446 Liberty Street
Franklin, PA 16323
Phone: (814) 437-9568
Web: www.opolkacpa.com
eMail: rclark@mpbcpa.com
Published Category: Accountants

O’Polka & Company Inc. is a
regional CPA and tax advisor firm in
the heart of NWPA. Our firm is
accessible to our regional clients in
all industries. At the center of what we do is
help small businesses increase their cash
flow and operate more efficiently.
Our team works with you to set-up
your business properly. And we’re there with
you every step of the way for succession
planning, tax preparation, audits, and payroll.

The View From My Desk
Susan Williams, Executive Director
It’s changing! As I sit among boxes and garbage bags, preparing for the Chamber’s upcoming
move, I can’t help but reflect on the changes the last year has brought for me. One of the
very positive changes that has come my way is my strengthened friendship with my
chamber ladies, Emily Altomare (Titusville Chamber) and Jodi Lewis (Franklin Chamber).
We have worked together for several years, but this year we have had the chance to get to
know each other much better. While we often have different perspectives and literally
different viewsfrom our desks, we have come to find out just how much we have in
common. We have all suffered profound loss, but I have learned that these women share
with me a deep love of family and community and a commitment for our chambers that gets
us through the darkest of days. I know I will continue to turn to them in moments of
despair and also in moments of celebration, as together our shared perspectives are much
more meaningful. I hope this will be the first of many opportunities for collaboration. I
have asked Jodi and Emily to help me embrace the change of a “move.”
For the last several years, the most popular question asked in our office is “When are you moving and where to?” We
can now answer that question. We are moving next week, May 30, to an office just across Oil Creek. Our address will be
24 Seneca Street (it works in Google Maps), in the office directly behind Manpower (same building). So we have begun
the sorting process of determining what goes, what stays, and what gets stored. It’s certainly been interesting to see
how much has been accumulated over the 20 years that the Chamber has been in the current location. The part I enjoy
the most is the peek inside of boxes that have been moved between several previous Chamber locations. One of these
days I’ll dig deeper and find a way to share what I’ve found in the archives. I think these are in the “go” pile!
Along with making decisions about what to pack up, we’ve been pondering the new view we’ll have. Our office will be
less visible but hopefully still quite accessible. We anticipate less foot traffic but hope you will all make a special effort to
come see our new space.
I’ve asked my friends Jodi and Emily to share a bit about their different views, as Jodi prepares for a move of her own
and Emily is living through a façade improvement.
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Jodi’s View: While our move is a few more weeks out than Susan’s, I feel the anticipation. The
staff and I have spent much of the last few months cleaning out, and much like Susan, I am
looking forward to spending some rainy days going through old files and understanding better
the Chamber before me. The Board, staff, and I are looking forward to our move – and all that
goes with it. In our new location, we will be in the center of life in Franklin – the center of our
Trail Town – and the center of our Region.
Spending time with these ladies, both of whom I consider great friends, has been such a
blessing. Though we each have different strengths and weaknesses, our lives are so very
parallel both personally and professionally. Susan is a champion for the Chamber, not only the
Venango Chamber, but for Emily and me, as well as what the Chamber of Commerce means to
the greater good. Together, we are able to put things into perspective – much of what we long
for and struggle through has the same end goal. Together we are able to encourage each other in our niches as well as
work together on those agenda items which benefit all of us. There are several topics and events where the unicycle can
maneuver better than the tricycle yet we each respect the other and individual goals.
The view from my desk is currently sunny with a sprinkling of chaos. I can look out the window and see sunshine and
know that all is well, or I can look across the room and see that for a while there will be no downtime during the work
day. Applefest planning is well underway; it is visitor season, and the door has opened (if you have visited us, you know
the sound) and on the other side is someone who wants trail information; and out that door and down the street waits
our newest project. I am looking forward to seeing many of you when we open the doors to the new office. In the
meantime, I hope you’ll stop by this office and say “hello.” And, while that is a visual picture from my desk, my mental
picture is that together we will continue to create a region that is better for our current members, new members to
come, and our residents as a whole.
Emily’s View: I do not envy all of the packing and lugging of boxes Susan and Jodi will be doing in the coming days and
weeks, but I am excited for them to have the opportunity for a fresh start that a move provides.
I very much appreciate the different perspectives I receive through talking with Susan and Jodi about Chamber life. In
addition to years of experience on the job and in our regional community and tons of tips on best practices, they help me
put things into perspective when things don't work out. They show me that sometimes I will be disappointed by low
participation or differing priorities, that everything will not get done according to my timeline and not everything will be
a success no matter how much I plan. But they prove that it's all okay because I, like them, have great people to talk to
and work with and can make adjustments to improve.
At the moment, the view from my desk, which is normally Central Avenue, is obstructed by plywood as the Chamber
takes its turn in the third phase of façade improvement grants through The Greater Titusville Development
Foundation. A new door and four new windows will brighten our lobby area on the inside, shedding light on shelves in
desperate need of pruning and purging. As a new hire at the Chamber, I
didn't feel that it was my place to weed through the materials that came
with the job. At the 3.5 year mark, I have a handle on our membership and
what is a current representation versus a brochure or business card that's
past its prime. Clearing out the old will help make the current stand out
and room for the new. This is a project I am as excited about tackling as I
am for the town, guests and passersby to see our newly improved
storefront. We'll set a date to break out our big scissors and red ribbon to
welcome this makeover as we do for our own members. I hope you'll
come by to help us celebrate, just as I hope you'll stop in at Jodi and
Susan's new places to make them feel welcome and acknowledge the
importance our collaborative efforts play in the success of the Oil Region!
So, just how important is the Chamber location? I think we would all agree, the Chamber is the front door to your
business community. We hope to represent our members through storefronts you are proud of. Perhaps even more
important than the building or the location is our friendly and welcoming staff! They really are the “shine” on all three of
our organizations. We ask for your patience and encouragement as we navigate the changes taking place now and in
coming months and thank you for your continued support.
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Klapec Trucking Company Earns Award
Klapec Trucking Company received a
Platinum award from the Great West
Casualty insurance company as part
of the annual National Safety Awards
program. The company was awarded
based on their year-end preventable crash results, has earned these
awards in the past, and is one of the safest trucking companies in
Pennsylvania.
Congratulations to Klapec Trucking Company—a valued local
business and Chamber member!

Red Cross Hires Recruitment Assistant
Donna Smith recently joined the American Red
Cross Western Pennsylvania Region as a new
Volunteer Specialist. She is responsible for the
recruitment, training, and retention of
volunteers in Beaver, Butler Clarion, Lawrence,
Mercer, and Venango Counties.
“The Red Cross relies on local volunteers to assist area residents
who have been impacted by disasters big and small,” noted Rex
Rossey, American Red Cross Western Pennsylvania Regional
Volunteer Services Officer. “Donna’s knowledge of the area will be
instrumental in her ability to grow our volunteer base.”
Volunteers make up over 90% of the Red Cross workforce. While
most people think of Red Cross volunteers as the people who assist
families after home fires, floods, hurricanes, tornadoes, and other
disaster situations, people are also needed to support area blood
drives, offer services to our nation’s military members, their
families, and veterans, and assist with public affairs, to name just a
few.
“I am excited to join the American Red Cross,” commented Smith. “I
feel it will be very rewarding to be able to support the services and
programs of the Red Cross by helping to recruit volunteers that will
ultimately make a positive impact in the lives of those who live in
our communities.”
To learn more about volunteer opportunities with the Red Cross,
please contact Donna Smith by phone at 724-456-6044 or by email
at donna.smith@redcross.org. You can also search for positions
online at redcross.org/volunteer.

Oil Region Cycling Classic
The 1st Annual Oil Region Cycling Classic will
be June 16-18! This self paced three-day ride
is centered in Franklin and participants will
travel the paved trails throughout the region.
Visit
oilregioncycling.com
for
more
information.
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Looking for fresh, local produce? There are many farmers’
markets in Venango County and surrounding areas!
Oil City
Location: Central Avenue
Day & Time: Monday/Thursday, noon-4 p.m.
Franklin
Location: around the 12th Street Island next to the
Venango County Courthouse
Day & Time: Saturday, 8 a.m. -1 p.m.
Titusville
Location: Fleming Park, Corner of
S. Martin & Diamond St.
Day & Time: Tuesday/Saturday, 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Knox
Location: Knox Community Park
Day & Time: Friday 4 p.m. – 7 p.m.

Photos by Greg Knox,
Bright Ideas Learning
Center & Photography

Clarion
Location: Main Street, next to the Clarion County Courthouse
Day & Time: Saturday 8:30 a.m. - noon

“Music on the Square” in Oil City
The Oil City Main Street Program has expanded its “Music on the
Square” concert series for 2017. The series will once again feature
three concerts in the Town Square, but also includes two
additional performances in Central Avenue Plaza in conjunction
with the Oil City Farmers Market.
The first concert is on Thursday, June 1 with a performance by
Porter Huber Jazz Combo. The Porter/Huber Jazz Combo is an
instrumental jazz group that was formed 3 years ago and has
performed at many venues in the Venango County area. Members
include Nelson Porter (trumpet), Bill Huber (guitar), Preston
Huber (bass guitar), and Patrick Huber (drums and percussion)
Additional “Music on the Square” events will be on Thursday, July
6, featuring Route 8 Band, and Thursday, August 3 featuring
Necessary Experience. All performances will be held from 7 – 8:30
p.m. and are free and open to the public. Attendees may bring a
lawn chair or blanket to sit on in the Town Square. Performances
will be held in the center paved area of the Town Square.
As an expansion of "Music on the Square,” two additional
performances are being planned for 4:00 pm on Thursday June 22
(Back Porch Gold) and Thursday September 7 (Old Guys with
Guitars) in Central Avenue Plaza in conjunction with two extended
-hours events of the Oil City Farmers Market.
The 2017 concert series has been funded by the Jack Rowley
Charitable Trust. For more information, contact the Oil City Main
Street Office at (814) 677-3152 ext. 101.
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About Favorite Things,
LLC

Favorite Things, LLC
Timeless Treasures at Exceptional Value
Favorite Things, LLC, is an experience in imagination. The shop delights the senses
with pretty things and practical items alike. The selection of merchandise is varied
and unique. There are handmade wreaths, a collection of teddy bears, baskets,
jewelry, and much more. The shop is filled with home decorating items to please
any taste. Favorite Things specializes in plus size clothing, both casual and dress.
There is also a wide variety of books available.
Marsha English recently opened Favorite Things based on an idea that she had
over a decade ago.
“About 16 years ago, after I retired for the first time, I had an idea to open a retail
store,” she said. “I spent over a year putting information and ideas together, but I
opted to go for another employment instead.” But the idea for the retail shop
didn’t end there.
“After my second retirement fourteen years later, it was impressed upon me that I
should take my retirement funds and open a second hand store,” she said. “I spent
one year putting this together and trying to find a place. Finally, the time came on
November 29, 2016, for me to open the doors to Favorite Things—a concept born
16 years ago.”
Favorite Things is constantly growing, with merchandise changing and increasing
weekly. The shop occasionally holds sales, but the regular prices provide an
excellent value. The merchandise in the shop is both new and gently used.
Marsha takes great pride in her shop’s merchandise.
“I don’t sell anything broken or battered,” she said. “My merchandise is either
from my house, from friends, or from church folks who donate their stuff to me.”
Marsha’s favorite part of owning her business is meeting wonderful people on a
daily basis.
“Interacting with the folks who come in here has become what I look forward to
the most,” she said. “I have regular customers who have become friends.”
She loves being able to contribute to the community in such a meaningful way.
“I feel blessed to be able to give folks a nice place to shop for such a variety of
items at a very reasonable price and, at the same time, make a new friend and
touch a life where and when I can,” she said.

Favorite Things, LLC, owned
by Marsha English, is a retail
store with a wide variety of
unique new or gently used
merchandise.
FAST FACTS
 Marsha English is 70 years
old and has been retired
twice.
 Marsha has stepped into
this because her “Father in
Heaven” encouraged her to
do so. “I’m not doing this in
my own strength!” she said.

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Phone:

(814) 676-0562

Email:

FavoriteThings60@yahoo.com

Facebook Page:
facebook.com/Favorite-Things1121745764609170/

Address:

314 South Main Street
Seneca, PA 16346

Hours:

Tuesday-Friday: 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
Saturday: 10 a.m.-3 p.m.
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Kelly’s Pools & Spas
Your Resource for Pool and Spa Care Needs
Jubal and Erin Kelly of Franklin purchased the former Cameron Pools in
January of this year. Now Kelly’s Pools & Spas, the company specializes in
installing and servicing swimming pools and hot tubs. The store also carries
pool and spa chemicals, as well as accessories, pool toys, and equipment, such
as pumps, heaters, and filters.
Jubal and Erin are thrilled to take on this new adventure of being business
owners.

About Kelly’s Pools & Spas

Kelly’s Pools and Spas, owned
by Erin and Jubal Kelly offers
pool and spa installation and
maintenance and much more.

“Venango County has been such a wonderful place to raise our family, and
we’re so excited to invest in our community,” said Erin. “We want to strive to
provide the best possible service to our customers.”

FAST FACTS

Jubal, who completed training to become a Certified Maintenance Specialist, is
committed to offering quality service to the community.

 Kelly’s Pools & Spas offers

“The quality of our work is what’s most important to me,” said Jubal. “We
want our customers to be satisfied, knowing that everything has been done
the right way.”
Kelly’s Pools & Spas is your resource for any pool or spa care needs. The
company’s wide range of services includes water testing, pool and spa
opening and closing, above ground pool installation, pool and spa
maintenance and repair, liner replacement, and more.
“The best part so far has been seeing customers excited about using their
pools and hot tubs,” said Jubal. “That’s the most rewarding thing because we
know we’re leaving them happy.”

 Jubal Kelly is a Certified
Maintenance Specialist.

bottles for customers to
drop off water samples after
hours, at their convenience.
 The blue and yellow colors
in the logo were inspired by
the colors used to promote
Down syndrome awareness.
 Kelly’s Pools & Spas
currently holds the title for
largest inflatable duck in a
storefront
window
on
Liberty Street.

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Phone:

(814) 432-7736

Email:
jubal@kellyspoolsandspas.com

Address:

1137 Liberty Street

Franklin, PA 16323
Hours: Mon., Tues., Wed., & Fri. 10 a.m.-5 p.m.,

Thurs. 11 a.m.-7 p.m., & Sat. 9 a.m.-1 p.m.
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Oil Heritage Festival Forms Available Online
Are you a home or craft vendor, planning to have a float in the parade or raft in the raft race, or want
to enter your decorated porch into the front porch contest? You can find these forms and more
online! Just visit oilheritagefestival.com and scroll down to the “2017 Forms and Applications”
section. The full OHF schedule will be available online soon!
For questions or concerns, please contact the Venango Area Chamber of Commerce at
(814) 676-8521 or chamber@venangochamber.og.

Allegheny Mountain Hardwood Flooring Featured in Hardwood Floors Magazine
Congratulations to Allegheny Mountain Hardwood Flooring on their cover story in
Hardwood Floors Magazine! The article focuses on the challenges and benefits of
running a successful, fourth generation, family owned business.
“We have always been interested in unique and different products,” Larry Hickman told
Hardwood Floors Magazine. “We also very much enjoy working with talented artisans
in the industry on new designs and finishes.”
As for advice for being a successful business leader, Larry told Hardwood Floors
Magazine, “You must be able to put yourself in the employee’s place so you can teach
them to see solutions as you see them and give them a sense of pride in producing a
premium product.”
Check out the full story here: bit.ly/2qSBnbt

Hi-Level Golf Course Featured in Golf Business Magazine
Congratulations to Hi-Level Golf Course on their feature story in the May issue of Golf
Business Magazine! The article focuses on how the Hess family plans to continue their legacy.
“People say when they come in, and on the fan page, that there’s a laid-back, great family
atmosphere here,” Trina Hess told Golf Business Magazine. “One guy last summer said our
greens are some of the best in the eastern United States, and he’s played all over the
country.”
The Hess family told Golf Business Magazine that they plan to carry on the family business
since the passing of owner Bob Hess in April, 2016.
“We promised our dad we would keep going,” Bob’s daughter and co-owner of Hi-Level Golf
Course told Golf Business Magazine. “Our members and customers were so generous with
their kind words, cards and hugs last summer as they expressed their sympathy for our loss.”
According to Golf Business Magazine, an impressive 30,000 rounds of golf were played at Hi-Level Golf Course just in
2016. Find the full article here: bit.ly/2rN0YD0

Chicks in the Sticks - June 17
The Friends of Oil Creek State Park will host Chicks in the Sticks on Saturday, June 17.
This one day event is held to introduce women to outdoor activities, including
archery, kayaking, bike maintenance, dutch oven cooking, trail trekking, and more!
For more information and to register, please visit friendsocsp.org.
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The Oil City Farmers’ Market, opening on Thursday, June 1, will offer extended
hours until 6 p.m. this year at two “Market Fest” events to accommodate customer
schedules and attract interest in the market.
The first Market Fest will be held on Thursday June 22, with live entertainment by
Back Porch Gold beginning at 4 p.m. “Market Fest” will feature Oil City’s regular
farmers’ market vendors, community resource organizations, and others.
“Our market operates on weekdays to avoid competing with other Saturday
markets in the region,” stated Kathy Bailey, manager of the Oil City Main Street
Program. “We know that some customers can’t get to our market because of their
work schedules, so we’re experimenting with some extended hours this year to give folks the opportunity to come
after work. Mark your calendars – come enjoy live music and browse among the market.” A second “Market Fest is
being planned for Thursday, September 7.
The market operates Mondays and Thursdays, 9 a.m. – 4 p.m. through October on Central Avenue in front of the Oil
City Library and Christ Episcopal Church. Applications are still being accepted for the Oil City Farmers Market,
particularly those selling fruits, eggs, cheese, or other dairy products, honey, artisan baked goods, or unique farmrelated or handcrafted items. Although homegrown or homemade products are desired, vendors may offer some
products that come from elsewhere in the region. For vendor information, please contact the Oil City Main Street Office
at (814) 677-3152 ext. 101 or kbailey@oilregion.org.

Derrick Chamber Edition Published in May
Did you see The Derrick’s Chamber Edition, published on Friday, May 26? This edition
provides an update on the Chamber’s accomplishments over this past year. You will see our
goals, objectives, and achievements, as well as mentions of businesses and individuals who
have been recognized with our achievement awards the past year. You will also see a feature
on our recently launched Be Here initiative, as well as an update on our FLEX organization
and information about our upcoming Oil Heritage and Cranberry Festivals. Find all this and
more in The Derrick’s Chamber Edition. If you missed the printed version, you can find it
online under “Special Sections” on thederrick.com.

New Venango County Maps!
The Venango Chamber is getting ready to publish a new Venango County map,
expected to be complete by the beginning of fall 2017. We produce this map every
few years, our most recent one distributed in 2013, and it includes local roads,
railroads, recreational trails, state forests and game lands, and points of interest.
More than 10,000 copies of the previous map were given to visitors and community
members.
The proceeds of the 2017 map will be used to sustain Be Here, an initiative created
by the Venango Chamber to attract and retain people to our area and promote the
many opportunities available here. The motto of the initiative is “live here, work
here, play here,” and we are spreading the word about the positive aspects of our
area, while working to identify challenges that exist and come up with possible
solutions. You can learn more about the initiative on the Be Here website –
beherevenango.org.
Advertisement opportunities are available for the 2017 maps! If interested,
please visit venangochamber.org/invest/maps. The 2013 map can also be found at
this website. Please contact Ashley Cowles, program manager for the Be Here
initiative, at (814) 676-8521 or acowles@venangochamber.org with any questions.
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United Way of Venango County Launches 2-1-1 Service
United Way and its partners have announced the official launch of the 2-1-1
information and referral service in Venango, Erie, and Warren Counties. PA 2
-1-1 is a toll-free, three-digit number individuals can use as a resource to
learn about the community’s network of health, human, and social services.
Professionally trained resource navigators will respond to callers’ inquiries
Monday through Friday 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Multi-lingual and hearing
impaired callers can be accommodated. 24/7/365 phone service will be
available by the end of 2017 right here in Venango County. The PA 2-1-1
website is currently available 24/7/365 at www.pa211nw.org.
“United Way’s 2-1-1 will make information more accessible on a wide variety of local support services,” said United Way
Executive Director Will Price. “This service will change the way Venango County residents have access to services and
allow them to find the help they need in a crisis.”
2-1-1 has proven to be an essential service for communities devastated by man-made or natural disasters, taking nonemergency calls away from 9-1-1, which is for police, fire, and medical emergencies. United Way hopes to work with
local municipalities to enhance their communications in non-emergency and crisis situations.
Through launching 2-1-1, United Way of Venango County and its partners in Erie and Warren Counties are providing
residents with a vital community resource currently available to 93% of all Americans. United Way Worldwide and its
local affiliates began their work to provide an easy-to-access information and referral service in 1998. The FCC approved
2-1-1 for information and referral services in 2000. Since that time, local United Ways have taken the lead in
introducing 2-1-1 service to their communities.
In the first year, we anticipate a minimum amount of 7,000 to 9,000 callers to use the 2-1-1 service, with that number
increasing each year. Services that can be found in the PA 2-1-1 data include aging services, youth services, counseling,
education and training, food, clothing, shelter and support groups. United Way hopes to get all programs that are
available in Venango County into the database.
There are two additional ways individuals can access 2-1-1 information. They can visit the website at www.pa211nw.org
and conduct their own search or text their need and zip code to 898 - 211.

“Grab and Go” by the Bistro
Looking for a delicious homemade meal, but only have a limited amount of time? Try
the new soup and sandwich specials at the Bistro at Water Run. Monday through
Friday, Chef Dennis Snyder will offer daily homemade soup and a sandwich for only
$5. People can choose to dine in the Bistro or get their lunch to go.
The Bistro at Water Run, located inside the new Highland Oaks at Water Run personal
care community, is a licensed trademark operator of Genuine Broaster Chicken®,
joining more than 5,000 restaurants, bars, and carryout locations in the US that
feature the chicken on their menu. The Bistro at Water Run is also offering a special on their Genuine Broaster Chicken ®,
available by pre-order or for large parties, events, and take-out dinners.
The Bistro is also available to host and cater your next luncheon with a customized menu featuring homemade foods and
pastries by Chef Dennis Snyder. Call the Bistro at 814-226-3799 to place your order or request a party quote.
Water Run Landing is WRC Senior Services’ newest senior living campus, located at 300 Water Run Road in Clarion. It
includes Highland Oaks at Water Run personal care community and The Villas at Water Run residential community.
WRC Services is a 501 ©(3) nonprofit organization and provider of aging services, serving the area for over 125 years.
For more information, please visit online at www.wrc.org.
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COSTARS Training Held
On May 11, the Northwest Commission Procurement Technical Assistance
Center (PTAC), in partnership with State Representative Lee James,
presented a free training workshop covering aspects of the COSTARS
program for business suppliers.
“I was very happy to bring this informative Department of General Services to
Venango County,” said Representative James. “Our target audience on May 11
was the business community, since this program helps connect vendors of
goods and services with potential consumers. COSTARS is an established
program with history of working well across Pennsylvania.”
The program was a huge success and businesses from all over the Northwest Region were in attendance.

Representative James’ office reminds constituents that the deadline for the Property Tax/Rent Rebate applications is
June 30. Also, a Veteran’s Affair Representative from the American Legion will be at the Representative James’ office on
the following dates: June 20, July 18, Aug 15, Sept 19, Oct 17, Nov 14, Nov 14, Dec 19.

Grow Your Business By Growing Yourself
A “Lunch and Learn” Educational Opportunity

Make a good living by serving a greater good? How is this done? IT ALL STARTS WITH YOU!
Yes, we are all in business or employed by a business, and yes, we all want to make a good income to pay our bills to
provide for our family, but, according to Dr. Ivan Misner, PhD and founder of BNI (Business Networking International),
MONEY SHOULD NOT be our focus, as people nor as business professionals. Creating a positive and uplifting culture
should be our goal.
In Podcast #400 at www.bni-westernpa.com, Dr.Misner is quick to point out that “Culture eats strategy for breakfast.”
He believes that business should be noble and honorable. Our individual growth, or understanding of who we are and
what we offer, is the catalyst to creating powerful and trusted business relationships for the greater good of others and
our community. Creating the “Culture” of working and trusting each other changes everything.
You are invited to be inspired and grow with guest speakers Mr. Andy Kerr, Certified John Maxwell Business & Life
Coach, Teacher and Speaker & Ms. Donna Yates, M.S. Certified Professional Counselor & Life Coach (both are
entrepreneurs and own their own businesses).
Tuesday June 20th from 11:30 a.m. until 1 p.m. at Karma Coffee Co, 237 Seneca St. in Oil City, PA. Their focus is to
provide you positive and influential information to help you grow and remind you that YOU ARE the positive influence
that will change our communities.
Seating is limited to 30 people. Please RSVP number of persons attending to Dan Williams of Bush Investment Group
by Monday June 19th at 814-720-9632 or daniel.williams@raymondjames.com There is no cost to attend this event.
LUNCH BUFFET provided by Karma Coffee will be available for $12.00 per person (includes tax and gratuity)
7 CORE VALUES OF BNI:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Givers Gain
Building Meaningful Relationships
Lifelong Learning
Traditions + Innovation

5. Positive Attitude
6. Recognition
7. Accountability

Sponsored by BNI Oil Valley Chapter
“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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Have you met Gretchen Johnson? Gretchen is
the executive director of the Oil City Housing
Authority and is proud to have been born
and raised in Venango County and still call
our area “home.” In her testimonial on the Be
Here website, she told us: “I believe this area
is a jewel—a hidden treasure overflowing
with beautiful scenery, a wealth of history,
gorgeous homes with unique architecture, quaint shops, quality
schools, neighborhoods that are a great place to raise a family, and
outdoor activities to meet everyone’s needs.”
You can read Gretchen’s full story on our Be Here testimonials
page, as well as multiple other stories of people who live and work
in the Venango Area! We want to share YOUR story too. Just visit
the website at www.beherevenango.org/testimonials and click the
“share your story” button at the bottom of the page.

Good Grief Camp Planned
The Visiting Nurses Association
(VNA) of Venango County is
pleased to invite your child(ren) to
participate in our 24th Annual
Camp Good Grief program,
sponsored by our Venango VNA
Foundation. As the largest bereavement camp in Venango County,
Camp Good Grief provides a day of healing strictly for children and
teens who are grieving a death of a loved one.
Please join us at 8 a.m. on Thursday, June 15th, at Seneca Hills
Bible Conference Center (276 Damascus Rd. Polk, PA 16342). The
day will be filled with activities such as coping with grief
workshops, crafts, nature walks, and zip lining through the woods!
The camp will conclude with a memorial service ending at 5 p.m.

Chamber Executive Director Susan Williams joins Luke Ruot and
Mark Heim every Wednesday morning at 8:00 on The Morning
Drill, updating listeners on the latest news from the Chamber
and the Venango Area. You can tune in on the radio at 1230 AM
or to the online video live cast on www.streamnewsnow.com.
Do you have news you’d like Susan to share? Make sure to call or
email the Chamber to pass along your news.
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Child Care Information Services (CCIS) is
moving its offices about two blocks to a
new location in Franklin.
CCIS will remain at 509 13th Street through
Friday, May 12, then will open Monday, May
15, in its new quarters at 631 12th Street. Child Development
Centers (CDC) owns the 12th Street building and, while making
room for CCIS, will continue to house some of its own office staff
members there.
The 12th Street structure formerly housed The News-Herald and
Franklin Physical Therapy. Space for CCIS became available when
CDC relocated most of its office personnel about a month ago to the
former BHS Seneca Medical Center of Oil City building at 155 East
Bissell Avenue. Dr. Kip Beals, Dr. Bradley Fell and Butler Health
System (BHS) donated the Oil City structure to CDC last year after
bringing together their Oil City, Franklin and Seneca medical offices
in Seneca.
CCIS has a contract with the Pennsylvania Department of Human
Services (DHS) to operate the state’s child care subsidy program in
Venango, Forest and Warren Counties. DHS-funded CCIS offices
here and across Pennsylvania help income-eligible families to find
and pay for child care or early childhood education so the parents
can work or attend school.
CCIS is open 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. weekdays. The office telephone
numbers are (814) 518-5226 and toll-free (855) 294-9015.

Hope21 Open House
Hope21 is holding an open house on June 21 to celebrate its one
year anniversary! The organization offers free clothing and
accessories for men, women, and children. Community members
and service groups are invited to attend to learn more about the
organization, including donating clothing to a worthy cause and
volunteering for service hours. See newsletter insert to learn more
about the open house.

2017 OHF Bike ‘n Brew
The Venango Chamber and Future Leaders and
Entrepreneurs Exchange (FLEX) will start selling
tickets for the Oil Heritage Festival Bike ‘n Brew
in June!
The event is on Saturday, July 15 (the weekend
before Oil Heritage Festival), and will be held in
Justus Park this year. It includes outdoor activities from 10 a.m. - 4
p.m. and two sessions of a brewfest—1 to 4 p.m. and 5 to 8 p.m.
Sponsorship opportunities are available! Please visit
ohfbikenbrew.org and click the “sponsor the event” button towards
the bottom of the page or contact Ashley at the Chamber at (814)
676-8521 or acowles@venangochamber.org

“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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Jolly July 3rd Celebration Planned
The Oil City Arts Council is pleased to continue the Jolly July 3 rd community celebration. This year’s
events have been revamped and promise to be more exciting and fun for the entire family. Starting
at 5 p.m. in Justus Park, children’s activities will include face painting, balloon launch, strolling Super
Heroes, stilt walker, Butler Clowns, and much more. A Cap’n Kids Pirate show and Jungle Jerry’s
traveling Zoo will also be there.
The fun doesn’t stop here! Oil City’s own “Mostly Brass” will be performing patriotic melodies
followed by the rock band “Trixx” from 7:30 until 10 p.m.. The evening concludes with a spectacular fireworks display
by Pyrotecnico. Food and trinket vendors will be on site. There will be so many activities you won’t want to miss! Bring
a lawn chair and enjoy the festivities!
* The Oil City Arts Council would like to thank the community for their generous donations towards this annual event.

May Recognized as JA Month in PA
A House Resolution by the PA
House of Representatives has
designated the month of May
2017 as “Junior Achievement (JA)
Month” in Pennsylvania. More than 6,000 business, community, and
parent volunteers touch the lives of more than 200,000 students
each year in kindergarten through grade 12 in public and private
school systems in Pennsylvania.
JA is driven by its belief that education shouldn't start or stop with
the four walls of our neighborhood schools, but should be built on a
bridge of engagement: between classroom and community. JA uses
turn-key, standards aligned curriculum to provide students with a
solid foundation in money management, careers, and business
ownership. With role models in the form of corporate and
community volunteers, JA programs help our students make the
connection between classroom theory and real world application.
“For nearly 80 years, Junior Achievement has been helping our
young people dream big and realize their full potential”, says Dennis
Gilfoyle, President of Junior Achievement of Western Pennsylvania,
the state’s largest JA affiliate. “JA has the means, methodology, the
pedigree and the scientifically proven approach to reset the
trajectory of our next generation of workers, leaders, and
consumers.”
Junior Achievement is seeking partnerships with local companies,
groups, and school districts to help impact more students. To learn
more about JA in your community and how you or your company
can get involved, visit www.jawesternpa.org.

Are you hiring?
You can easily share open job
positions at your business or
organization on the Be Here
website!
Just visit beherevenango.org/
hiring and fill out the short form.
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by Kurtis Bell
If you have ever sent me an invitation to connect on LinkedIn only to have it
seemingly ignored, here is what you need to know. I guard my LinkedIn
network because the connections I have and relationships I have developed are
valuable to myself, and others across my network. Sure, I have a few
connections that I have never met face to face, but those come well vetted from people I trust. So why has your
invitation to connect been sitting in my inbox for 3 months, 16 days, and 9 hours (not that anyone is counting)?
1. You have an inanimate object that is surely not you, set as your profile image.
This one grinds my gears for a couple reasons. LinkedIn is a professional networking platform that allows you to
“manage your professional identity.” Surely when you are interviewing for a new position or arriving to your job each
day, others are not being greeted by a boat or your new car. We work hard to allow us the ability to enjoy our toys, but
your LinkedIn profile picture is not the right venue to show these things off. A big part of professional networking is
creating and fostering a relationship. Like it or not, your face is a big part of that element. It is how people identify you.
2. Your profile is a desolate wasteland/Your profile looks like a 14 year old’s Facebook.
I get it. You are new to LinkedIn and are not sure what to put on your profile. Start with the basics like work and
education. I can help you from there. If you have not even taken the time to fill in the basics on a professional
networking site, or your profile is cluttered with your duck faced selfies and posts about how much you’re going to
“tear it up” this weekend; it says a lot about what kind of a connection you might be.
3. I do not know you and your invitation has no personalized message.
If we have never met and your invitation to connect says “I’d like to add you to my professional network on LinkedIn.”
it will most likely be ignored. Take a minute to say anything. Say “____________ is a mutual friend and feels as though we
should connect.” or “Hi, I am also a small business owner and would like to connect with other liked minded
individuals.” Any of these are leagues better than the stock invitation message.
As you are working on your LinkedIn profile and building your
network, be genuine and let your personality shine through. Send
out some invitations to connect (include me in those invitations
and say you read my article… I’ll accept the invitation.), and while
doing so, keep in mind that quality of connections will always
trump quantity of connections.

Hagan Employees Complete Training
Jay Verno and Matt Larson of Hagan Business Machines recently
completed a CompTIA IT Security course at the ITEX Conference in
Las Vegas. This course consisted of explaining how managed
service providers, like Hagan, can provide high quality services as a
security advisor to small and mid-size businesses who do not have
an IT staff. In addition, they learned how to go into businesses and
perform a thorough risk analysis assessment of the technology
within the business. Lastly, they learned how to cater to clients'
needs to create the best possible solutions for businesses that are
not only cost effective, but effective in its protection of the business.
After completion of the course, Jay and Matt received the Executive
Certificate in IT Security Foundations. Jay and Matt now look
forward to taking these new ideas and skills and using them to help
local business be secure and successful long term.

“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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We have some exciting socials planned for this summer! Any young professional
in the Venango Area is invited to attend. We hope to see you there!
Coffee Chat: Tuesday, June 13, 8 - 9 a.m., Spilling the Beans, Oil City
Mini Golf Social: Thursday, June 29, 6 - 8 p.m., K B&B Dugout, Clarion
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Bonfire Social: Thursday, August 10, 6 p.m., The Barnard House, Emlenton

FLEX at Oil Heritage Festival
FLEX hosts the Bike ‘n Brew (July 15) and the Ice Cream
Social (July 20) during Oil Heritage Festival each year! We
are in need of volunteers for both events. This is a great
way to give back to the community and get the word
about the great young professionals that live here! If
you’d like to volunteer, please contact Ashley at
acowles@venangochamber.org.
“The Future of Venango Area Business!”
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Isaac Leonard is originally from the Philadelphia area, now calls neighboring Clarion
County his home, and is excited to build connections with young professionals in
Venango County!
Isaac is the Assistant Director of Admissions & Multicultural Recruitment at Clarion
University, where he also earned his bachelor’s degree in 2011, with a major in
Rehabilitative Science and a concentration in Developmental Disabilities. Currently,
while working full-time, he is studying for his master’s degree in College Counseling
at Edinboro University.
“To date, graduating from college has been my biggest achievement. It still remains
one of my proudest personal moments,” he said.

Isaac grew up in Bensalem, Pennsylvania—a suburb of Philadelphia—and is still fairly new to this area, as
he’s lived in Clarion County for less than two years. However, he is really starting to appreciate all the
outdoor activities in the area, especially because they don’t have as much where he is from, and he’s looking
forward to being outdoors a lot this summer.
Besides the outdoors, Isaac enjoys spending quality time with friends and family, traveling, and attending
concerts as much as he can. Within the next few years, he plans to complete his master’s degree, continue to
progress professionally, run a 5K, and travel even more.
Isaac appreciates the small town feel here and he hopes to be more involved with giving back to the
community. Please join us in welcoming him as one of our newest FLEX members!

Share Your Story in FYI!
Have you been profiled for an FYI newsletter? We profile two young professionals a month. Just fill out a
form at vennagochamber.org/fyi-profile-form and answer questions about your hometown, achievements,
future goals, hobbies, and anything else you’d like to share. The FYI profiles are a great way to show that we
do have successful and talented young people in the Venango Area and we’d love to share your story!
We also welcome anyone to provide content for FYI newsletters, such as an informative article, advice,
suggested books to read, etc. Contact Ashley at acowles@venangochamber.org if you’d like to contribute!

May FLEX Socials
We had a great time at our Taco & Trivia Night and Ice
Cream & Dinner Social! FLEX socials are a great way to meet
other young people in the area in a casual and fun setting.
Thanks to everyone who joined us!

FLEX

●

(814) 676-8521

●

www.VenangoFLEX.org

●

flex@venangochamber.org
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Sandra Jackson is a great example of what the “E” in FLEX represents—
entrepreneur! She owns her own business, Sandra Jackson Photography, and is one
of the young women behind Chicken Coop Studio 306, a non-profit studio in
Emlenton that offers art workshops, events, and open studio space for the
community.
Sandra has taken photography related courses at DeAnza College in Cupertino, CA,
and online courses through Click'n Moms, Tara Lesher Education, Creative Live, and
Sue Bryce. Besides her business and involvement with the Chicken Coop, she is a
pediatric nurse and graduated from Lenape Technical School in 2011.
A big goal of Sandra’s is to continue growing her business at a steady pace. “I love
providing meaningful images for families in this area and being able to tell their story is an honor,” she told
us. “I wake up every morning full of creativity and passion.” She also hopes to pour that into the local
community through the Chicken Coop Studio 306.
As much as she’s involved with our community, you’d think Sandra grew up here, but she’s actually from
Ada, Oklahoma and spent her summers in Parker, PA.
When she’s not working or teaching classes at the Chicken Coop, Sandra enjoys spending time with family
while watching movies, going to Pirates games, bowling at Seneca Lanes, skating at the Seneca Skating
Rink, and utilizing the trails in our area.
She also likes to read, hike, and bike, and she’s in love with social media, in which you can usually find her
ogling images on Instagram. When they are hungry, visiting Little It Deli is a must for her family and they
also recently tried and loved the tacos at Otto’s Tavern—both local restaurants in Emlenton.
Having grown up in Oklahoma and lived in California for 11 years, Sandra is happy to now be in an area
that has a small town vibe, but is not short on things to do. “I love that most of the businesses are locally
owned and operated and the sense of community that creates,” she said. We appreciate all Sandra does for
our community as a young professional!

New FLEX Goals Tracker Tool
FLEX sure knows how to have fun, but the organization also provides opportunities to gain leadership and
professional experience. The Membership Committee is currently working on an online goal tracking tool
that will be offered to FLEX members this fall!
This tool, offered on a customizable platform in both browser and app form, is a way for young professionals
to reach goals and develop personally and professionally. Content will be uploaded by the committee and
members can go at their own pace to accomplish goals related to topics such as networking, public speaking,
furthering education, and more. The Membership Committee
is having a meeting on Monday, June 12, at 5:30 p.m. in the
Frame Hall Computer Lab at Venango Campus, where they
will be exploring the tool more and starting a trial. Any young
professional is invited to get involved! Please contact
Membership
Committee
Chair
Rachel
Stiller
at
r.l.stiller15@gmail.com with questions.

“The Future of Venango Area Business!”

Powerful Podcasts and My Struggle to Read
by Kurtis Bell
There are two types of people in this world: people that live to read, and people that read
to live. If you are a member of the latter group with myself, you know the feeling of
putting in hours of work skimming cliff notes just to complete a book report, when in
that time you could have actually read the book. Thankfully for those of us who sit down
to read, only to be distracted by the first shiny object we notice, we have audio books and
podcasts.
If you have never listened to a podcast you should really give them a try (I would image audio books are great
too, but I have been too deep in podcasts to check one out). I find myself tuning in to podcasts when I’m out
on the road during the day. They are a fantastic way to pass the time of a drive and potentially even learn a
thing or two.
In the world of podcasting there is a show for everyone. Topics range from comedy to history, strength and
conditioning to long format conversations, even current events and politics. Below, I’ll detail my top podcasts
that I listen to.
1. The Joe Rogan Experience: You might know Joe from Fear Factor or the UFC, but he also has a wildly
successful podcast. Guests and topics are vast. In a given week you might have Neil deGrasse Tyson dropping
endless knowledge as well as Joe, Eddie Bravo, and Brenden Schaub debating Flat Earth theories.
2. The Monday Morning Podcast: Bill Burr’s Monday Morning Podcast (and Thursday Afternoon Just Before
Friday Monday Morning Podcast) is often the comedic highlight of my week. Bill is one of the greatest stand
up comedians currently working. For the past 10 years, Bill has been doing a solo podcast filled with rants,
current sporting events, and horrible displays of himself reading out loud.
3. Mark Bell’s Powercast Mark Bell has made a name for himself in the world of powerlifting and recently in
the world of podcasting. He is a wildly successful businessman and although the conversation can be pretty
jovial at times, he talks a lot of business and how to be a better person.
As you can see, I have an interesting top 3. I would encourage you to check them out as well as some other
awesome podcasts like Dan Carlin’s Hardcore History, My Favorite Murder, Radiolab, and WSJ The Future of
Everything. Take a listen and let’s talk podcasts some time. I’d love to hear what you are listening to!

OUR MISSION
FLEX represents the needs and interests of Young Professionals by positioning ourselves
as leaders, entrepreneurs and advocates for the sustainability of the Venango Area
through civic engagement, leadership development, and networking.

Where you’ll find FLEX this month:
Summer Kick-Off: Sat. June 3, 9 a.m., OARS, Franklin
Bike ‘n Brew Meeting: Wed. June 7, 5 - 7 p.m., Scierka’s, Oil City
Coffee Chat: Tues. June 13, 8 - 9 a.m., Spilling the Beans, Oil City
Oil Region Cycling Classic: Sat. June 17 & Sun. June 18, Franklin & Oil City
Mini Golf Social: Thurs. June 29, 6 - 8 p.m., K B&B Dugout, Clarion
Monthly Meeting: Wed. June 21, 12 - 1 p.m., Location TBD
Check out the Chamber’s Calendar of Events: www.venangochamber.org/calendar
FLEX

●

(814) 676-8521

●

www.VenangoFLEX.org

●

VenangoFLEX

flex@venangochamber.org

Oil Heritage Festival
Basket Raffle
Name of Business, Organization or Individual

Will donate the following to the 2017 Oil Heritage Festival Basket Raffle.

□
□
□

Item(s)
Gift Certificate
Monetary Donation

If you have an item to be picked up, a member of our committee will visit you shortly
after receiving your response.

□
□

Will Drop off at the Chamber Office (Now located at 24 Seneca Street) - Please deliver by July 10, 2017
Please Pick up - Please notify the Chamber by returning this form ASAP

Oil Heritage Festival Basket Raffle Is Under Way

The Venango Area Chamber of Commerce will hold the annual Oil Heritage Basket Raffle
again this year. Festival-goers will have a chance to win various prizes donated by local
businesses and organizations. Items are now being collected to be grouped in themed
baskets. A few of the themes from the past include “Welcome Baby,” “Garden’s Choice,”
“Backyard BBQ,” and “Spa Night,” as well as those pictured below.

Teen Basket
Grill Basket

Around the House

Baskets will be displayed at Oil Heritage Headquarters, which will be open Wednesday,
July 19 through Sunday, July 23. Baskets will also be displayed during evening festival
activities. Tickets will be sold for $1.00 each or 7 tickets for $5.00.
The winning tickets will be drawn on Sunday evening, July 23.
If you are interested in donating items for the Basket Raffle, please contact the Chamber
Office at 676-8521.

GROW YOUR BUSINESS BY
GROWING YOURSELF
A “Lunch & Learn”
Education Event Featuring, Guest Speakers:

Mr. Andy Kerr & Ms. Donna Yates
*Andy Kerr is a John Maxwell, Certified Business & Life Coach, Teacher and Speaker
as well as a Successful Entrepreneur. (AndyKerr Coaching) His focus is to help his
clients discover their story and to live intentionally.
*Donna Yates, M.S. is a Certified Professional Counselor & Life Coach as well as a
Successful Entrepreneur. (Eagleflight Resources) Her focus is on Stress Management
of clients; to allow them to achieve their life and business goals.

Come enjoy these dynamic professionals as they provide
New and Uplifting information on how to
GROW and SUCCEED!

TUESDAY JUNE 20TH
11:30 – 1PM @ KARMA COFFEE
237 Seneca St. Oil City, PA 16301

**REGISTRATION IS LIMITED TO 30 ATTENDEES
AND MUST BE DONE BY MONDAY JUNE 19 th **
Please email or call to RSVP number attending to
Dan Williams, Bush Investment Group
814-720-9632 / daniel.williams@raymondjames.com

A delicious Buffet Lunch will be available by KARMA COFFEE for
$12.00 PER PERSON (includes tax and gratuity)

