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“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”  
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Oil Heritage Festival 

July 20-23 
Downtown, Oil City 

 
 

Check out our lineup of  

great concerts, art,     

children’s events and 

more! 
 

 

See inside for  

a complete schedule 
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The Venango Area Chamber of Commerce builds, serves and promotes regional business. 

 

Welcome New Members 

Are you hiring? 
 

You can easily share open job positions at your business or organization on the 
Be Here website!  
 

Just visit beherevenango.org/hiring and fill out the short form.  

 

 

 

 

Combined Insurance 
Grant Meabon 
210 Imperial Street 
Oil City, PA  16301 
Phone: (814) 493-3553 
Web: www.grant.meabon@combined.com 
eMail: meabongrant@yahoo.com 
Published Category: Insurance 
 
Stone Brothers Construction 
Charlie Stone 
2135 Georgetown Road 
Kennerdell, PA 16374 
Phone: (724) 968-9801 
Web: www.stoneconstuctionwpa.com 
eMail: meabongrant@yahoo.com 
Published Category: General Contractors 
 

The Venango Chamber is getting ready to publish a new Venango County map, expected to 
be complete by the beginning of fall 2017. We produce this map every few years, our most 
recent one distributed in 2013, and it includes local roads, railroads, recreational trails, 
state forests and game lands, and points of interest. More than 10,000 copies of the 
previous map were given to visitors and community members.  

The proceeds of the 2017 map will be used to sustain Be Here, an initiative created by the 
Venango Chamber to attract and retain people to our area and promote the many 
opportunities available here. The motto of the initiative is “live here, work here, play here,” 
and we are spreading the word about the positive aspects of our area, while working to 
identify challenges that exist and come up with possible solutions. You can learn more 
about the initiative on the Be Here website – beherevenango.org.  

Advertisement opportunities are available for the 2017 maps! If interested, please visit 
venangochamber.org/invest/maps. The 2013 map can also be found at this website. Please 
contact Ashley Cowles, program manager for the Be Here initiative, at (814) 676-8521 or 
acowles@venangochamber.org with any questions.  

New Venango County Maps! 

 
 

Every company has a mission and this is ours: 

We want to make it easy for people to get the 

supplemental insurance they need. Easy to 

understand and select policies. Easy to feel 

confident that they’ve got the right coverage.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Make your ideal home a reality with the expert 

assistance of Stone Brothers Construction & 

Excavating LLC. Located in Slippery Rock, 

Pennsylvania, we proudly provide construction 

and remodeling services. We offer a 

comprehensive range of interior and exterior 

home improvement and property maintenance 

services, working with everything from roofing 

and siding to electrical and plumbing systems. 

We do it all!  

beherevenango.org/hiring
http://www.beherevenango.org/
beherevenango.org
venangochamber.org/invest/maps
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Venango Area Chamber Participates in Annual Chamber Day  
Susan heads out to Harrisburg for a unique  conference for Chamber professionals.  

 

Harrisburg – More than 100 state and local chamber officials from across the 
Commonwealth, including Susan Williams, came together to participate in 2017 
Chamber Day.  The annual event, which is co-hosted by the PA Chamber of 
Business and Industry and the Pennsylvania Association of Chamber 
Professionals, allows local chamber officers to meet with key policymakers and 
discuss ways to improve Pennsylvania’s business climate and competitive edge.   
 

“We are fortunate to be well represented in Harrisburg by Senator Hutchinson 
and Representative James and to have great access to them here at home in 
Venango County,” said Susan. “I value the opportunity to visit them at the capitol, 

to see how they work with other law makers in the state to advance public policy and specifically to attend as a part 
of our statewide business community. The voice of the Chamber in representing small business is more effective 
when our organization joins with others who share our same challenges.”  
 

Participants met with key elected officials throughout the day, including Gov. Tom Wolf, who served as the keynote 
speaker during the Chamber Day luncheon. Senate Pro Tempore Joseph Scarnati, R-Jefferson, and Speaker of the 
House Mike Turzai, R-Allegheny both kicked off the event with welcoming remarks at the State Capitol.  The day-long 
event also featured policy discussions on a variety of topics, including: the upcoming 2017-18 state budget, pension 
reform, property taxes, workforce development, as well as the Commonwealth’s transportation and infrastructure 
needs.   

Center Street Bridge Lighting  
 

The Oil City Main Street Program and the Oil Region 
Alliance are gearing up for the final stages of the Center 
Street Bridge Lighting Project. Installation is underway 
and will be complete in a few weeks. “The total cost of the 
project is $88,393.58 including design, materials, 
equipment, and labor,” said Main Street Manager Kathy 
Bailey. “It’s being funded entirely through various private 
grants and resources, not municipal funds.”  
 

$83,607.38 (95%) of the funds needed has been secured, 
but $4,785.21 is still needed for the installation of the final 
piece, which is the flexible lighting. Interested individuals 
may donate online at www.bbcf.org or by sending a check 
to Bridge Builders Community Foundations, 206 Seneca 
Street, Oil City, PA 16301. For more information, call the 
Venango County Community Foundation at (814) 677-
8687 or the Oil City Main Street Program at (814) 677-
3152, ext. 101.  
 
Music on the Square 
 

The Oil City Main Street Program’s Promotions Committee 
“Music on the Square” concert series continues on 
Thursday, July 6, with a performance by The Route 8 
Band. “Music on the Square” performances are held from 7
-8:30 p.m. on event days in the center paved area of the Oil 
City Town Square and are free and open the public. The 
2017 concert series has been funded by the Jack Rowley 
Charitable Trust.  
 

Townie Awards 
 

The Oil City Main Street Program recently received 
statewide recognition for its downtown mural initiative. 
In mid-June, the Pennsylvania Downtown Center (PDC) 
presented 11 awards during the organization’s annual 
statewide Townie Awards gala. The Townie Awards are a 
festive and venerable tradition designed to recognize the 
commonwealth’s core communities and individuals for 
creation and implementation of projects, programs, and 
events that exemplify the goals of PDC’s community 
revitalization mission. Eligible communities consist of 
PDC’s nearly 200 member organizations, including Main 
Street and Elm Street programs, making the Townies a 
competitive award process each year.  
 

Seen below accepting the award are Senator Scott 
Hutchinson, committee members Maureen James and 
Robin Moon, Kathy Bailey, Mayor William P. Moon, Jr., and 
Representative Lee James.  
 
  

Oil City Main Street Program Updates 

http://www.bbcf.org
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OC&T Welcomes New Operations Manager 
 
The Oil Creek & Titusville Railroad would like to 
welcome ‘aboard’ Joe Stahlman as the new 
Operations Manager. A native of Oil City, Joe 
will be replacing Jim Watson who has retired. 
Joe’s previous Military and Government 
employment will bring security, safety, quality 
assurance, and customer service to the train. 
They are very pleased to have Joe join the 

organization and look forward to many great seasons with him at 
the helm. Joe resides in Oil City with his wife Marilyn; they have 2 
children, daughter Rachel who lives in North Carolina and son 
Fionn at home. 

HOTAfest 2017 to Take Place in Titusville 
 

The 2017 Heart of the Hearts Folk Music and 
Art Festival is coming to Titusville, PA! The 
annual HOTAfest will be held July 14-16. The 
festival includes live musical performances by 
folk artists, including Sara Watkins, Rachel 
Eddy, The Early Mays, Cathy Fink & Marcy 
Marxer, Suzanne & Jim, and Todd’s Musical 
Petting Zoo. There will also be a contra dance 
event for all ages on Saturday, July 15, from 

9:30-10 p.m., following the evening concert. In addition, there will be 
a wide variety of workshops, including Classic Country/Folk 
Bluegrass Sing-Along Jam Session, Quilting Ideas, Canadian Tunes, 
Eh!, Beginning Ukulele, and many more. Visit hotafest.com and “like” 
the festival’s Facebook page at facebook.com/hotafest for more 
information about the event.  

Fishermen’s Network, a 
ministry of Lighthouse 
Ministries of Franklin, Inc., 
welcomes new Executive 
Director,  Joel Bell, originally 
from the Shippenville area.  
Joel will be replacing Eva 
Palmer who will be semi-

retiring to a part-time position with the organization.  Eva will 
continue to be employed by Lighthouse Ministries, responsible for 
administrative services to Mustard Seed Missions. 
 

Joel has a heart for ministry in this area, already serving as one of 
the pastors at Christ Fellowship.  He has also previously been 
employed by One Mission Society in Greenwood, Indiana, as a 
homeland missionary.  He looks forward to meeting area pastors, 
working with the churches in the area and enhancing the 
organization’s website, www.fishermensnet.org . 

Fishermen’s Network Welcomes New  
Executive Director 

http://www.mcfateandmerkel.com/
http://www.bertklapecinc.com/
http://www.barrsinsurance.com/
http://www.oilcityhotel.com/
http://www.hotafest.com/index.php?home
https://www.facebook.com/hotafest
http://www.fishermensnet.org
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Sleep disorders affect the quality of daily living for millions of 
adults and children.  Do you or a loved one suffer with 
obstructive sleep apnea? Vantage has CPAP and supplies to help 
treat your obstructive sleep apnea and Vantage carries several 
retail items that allow you to care for your equipment and 
yourself.   
 

One of our biggest sellers is the CPAP Max Next Generation CPAP 
Pillow.  Designed for CPAP users, it is made to reduce leaks, 
minimize mask pressure, improve CPAP therapy and most 
importantly, help you sleep more comfortably by providing better 
head, neck and shoulder comfort.  We also carry the SoClean unit, 
a travel automated CPAP cleaner and sanitizer.  This device cleans 
and sanitizes your CPAP mask, tubing and humidifier reservoir 
faster and easier while killing 99.9% of CPAP germs and bacteria 
in your mask.  
 

Whether you or your loved one is new to CPAP or have been on 
one for years, these two items are a must have!  Stop down to our 
Meadville branch at 19049 Park Avenue Plaza to speak with any 
one of our trained staff or call 814-724-7191.  We look forward to 
helping you! 

Divani Chocolatier Celebrates 10 Years 
 

For the past ten years, the Allegheny Clarion Valley 
has been made all the more sweet with the 
introduction of Divani Chocolatier and their 
delectable Belgian chocolate confections handmade 
in European "boutique sweet shop" tradition. 
 

With humble beginnings in 2007, Divani Chocolatier operated for 
four years off the beaten path of downtown Foxburg before 
transitioning to their current Main Street location in the spring of 
2011. Though many loyal customers loved Divani's "hidden gem" 
on the hillside, those same customers, and many more, now enjoy 
the accessibility and charm of their corner spot which is complete 
with a full service espresso bar, tea service, ice cream station, and 
gift shop. 
 

Original owners Vaibhav and Melissa Bawa continue to focus on 
bringing the best of the best in terms of flavor and variety to their 
selection of treats at their shop, still producing everyone's 
favorite chocolates in small batches using minimal equipment.  

Student Appreciation Luncheon 
 

Do you employ college students during the 
summer? We’d love to show our 
appreciation to them for coming back to our 
area during break! Students and their 

employers are invited to attend the FLEX Student Appreciation 
Luncheon on Friday, August 4. Please see the insert in this 
newsletter for more information.  

http://www.for-cu.com/
http://www.hagan1.com/
http://www.hiexpress.com/franklinpa
http://www.gillconsult.com/
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Rural Mental Health Associates, Inc. is an outpatient mental health practice jointly 
owned by Susan Drelick, MA: Psychologist; Ronald Palmer, MA: Psychologist; Kay 
Gordon-Brewster, LCSW: Social Worker; Sallie Richards, PsyD: Psychologist; and 
Melissa Whitling-Wise, MA, Licensed Professional Counselor. Several licensed 

professionals are also contracted to provide services. 
  

RMHA has experience helping clients with a variety of topics, including relationship 
issues, drug and alcohol abuse, family issues, co-parenting, and simply managing day-
to-day living. “You don’t need to have a mental health diagnosis to benefit from our 
services,” said Ron Palmer, MA. “You also don’t need to have a doctor’s referral.”  
  

Usually services provided by RMHA are covered by insurance, and that can be 
confirmed prior to a visit.  
  

RMHA, Inc. was founded in 1993 by psychiatrist Donald Hazlett, M.D., and 
psychologist Ron Palmer, MA, and provided both medication management and 
psychotherapy.  By 1995, both Kay and Susan joined the practice.  Dr. Hazlett 
relocated out of state in 2000; consequently, the practice no longer offers medication 
management services, although RMHA’s clinicians work with psychiatrists to 
provide referrals for their clients. Additionally, the ownership has expanded over the 
years.  What has remained consistent, however, has been compassionate, quality 
mental health care provided by highly-trained and experienced clinicians. 
  

“The best part about working in a practice that serves the Venango Area is being able 
to see our work have a positive impact on the community,” stated Sallie Richards, 
Psy.D. 
  

RMHA recently relocated to 19 East Front Street. Staying in the Oil City area was a 
priority for the practice, as it is a central location for their clients who come from 
surrounding areas, including Titusville, Clarion, Grove City, Franklin, and more. The 
practice also received a façade grant from the Oil City Main Street Program, which 
allowed the business to make significant improvements to the new location, while 
maintaining the historical integrity of the building. 
  

RMHA’s clinicians love the dynamic of working with the other professionals at the 
practice. “I enjoy the satisfaction of working for oneself and being self-directed, yet 
experiencing the benefit of being part of a team,” said Susan B. Drelick, MA. The most 
important aspect of the job for RMHA’s clinicians is making a difference in the lives 
of their clients. “It is our desire and intention to make our clients’ experience with us 
a positive one so that they will be more likely to seek help in the future if needed,” 
said Kay Gordon-Brewster, LCSW. 
  

As for the future of RMHA, the practice intends to remain dedicated to serving the 
region by providing quality mental health care services. “We want to continue to 
maintain training in areas of specialty and maintain provision of high quality mental 
health care for our community,” said Melissa Whitling-Wise. “We also want to reduce 
the stigma of mental illness and increase access to mental health services.”  

About Rural Mental 
Health Associates, Inc. 

 
RMHA is a privately owned 
outpatient mental health 
practice. Their skilled 
clinicians provide individual, 
relationship, and family 
therapy for a wide variety of 
mental health needs.  
 
 
FAST FACTS 
  

 RMHA’s seven clinicians 
have a combined 150+ years 
of experience working in 
the mental health field. 

  All of RMHA’s clinicians 
identify as people of faith.   

 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
 

Phone: 
(814) 678-6900 
 

Email: 
office@ruralmentalhealth.com 
 

Website: 
ruralmentalhealth.com 
 

Facebook: 
facebook.com/rmhaoc/ 
 

Addresses: 
19 East Front Street 
Oil City, PA  16301 
 

21159 Paint Boulevard Suite 2 
Shippenville, PA 16254 
 

Hours: 
Mon.-Fri.: 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Evening hours by appointment 

Rural Mental Health Associates, Inc. 
When You Need Us, We Will Be There 

https://www.facebook.com/Favorite-Things-1121745764609170/
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Meet the Cothermans! Charlie and Aimee grew up in Knox and lived away for awhile 
in different places, including Connecticut and Virginia. In July of 2016, they decided to 
move to Oil City with their three children. They wanted to be close to family and 
friends, saw opportunities in the Venango Area, and felt a calling to be here. That 
calling led them to launch the Oil City Vineyard (OCV) church in August. OCV started 
out small, with meetings in Charlie and Aimee’s house, and now meets in the Great 
Room of the Transit Building in Oil City with more than 50 attendees each week. 
 

“Sometimes I think I can almost feel synergy growing under our feet,” Charlie said. 
“We are excited to be part of all of this, to thrive and encourage others to thrive 
here—in Oil City and Venango County.”  
 

You can read the Cotherman’s full story on our Be Here testimonials page, as well as 
multiple other stories of people who live and work in the Venango Area! We want to share YOUR story too. Just visit 
the website at www.beherevenango.org/testimonials and click the “share your story” button at the bottom of the page.  

Upcoming Chamber Events 

The Venango Area Chamber of Commerce is pleased 
to host the 2017 Cranberry Festival.  
 
The festival is possible through the tremendous 
support of our sponsors, volunteers, and the 
Township of Cranberry.  
 

Our festival brings to the community a variety of 
events including: a car & motorcycle cruise-in, food 
vendors, arts & crafts, cranberry bake-off, and a     
festival favorite - the Backwoods Olympics. Our     
committee is pleased to offer children's games and 
activities at no cost to the children. 
 

We hope you will consider supporting this 
community festival, now in its 17th year, with your          
sponsorship and your attendance. For sponsorship 
information, please call us at  814-676-8521. 

Saturday 
September 16, 2017 

Annual                 

Chamber Member 

Steak Fry 

August 17, 2017 

The Venango Area Chamber of Commerce will hold 
its Annual Steak Fry on Thursday, August 17, 2017.  
This    exciting and fun-filled Chamber event will be 
held at the Oil City Boat Club. 
   
You will have the opportunity to pick out a steak and 
cook it just the way you like it!  All beverages 
(alcoholic and non-alcoholic) are provided.  We 
encourage you to dress casually so you can take part 
in the games and other activities that we have 
planned! 
 
To make your reservations, please return the          
enclosed form to the Chamber or call (814)676-8521. 

http://www.beherevenango.org/
https://beherevenango.org/testimonial/cj-hurley-barbara-pierce/
https://beherevenango.org/testimonials/
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Owners of Barnard House Accept Award from Council on Greenways and Trails 
 

Owners of the Barnard House Bed & Breakfast, Paul and Cathy Kentzel, were presented with the 
2017 Greenways and Trails Thomas J. Allen Neighbor of the Year Award. The award is 
presented each year to property owners adjacent to a greenway or trail segment in the region 
who show outstanding involvement and assistance. Congratulations Paul and Cathy! 
 

The Barnard House will be hosting a Garden Retreat on July 28th at 3PM to July 30th at 11PM 
with many activities planned.  These include a luminary garden reception on Friday, July 28th. 
On Saturday and Sunday the activities will include delicious breakfasts, a tour of The Green 
Lavender Farm, a garden luncheon with live music and a trail hike to “Mineral Springs”, ending 
with a creek side fire.  Many other activities are planned and to make reservations please call 
Cathy at 724-867-2261.  The Barnard House room details can be found at 
www.thebarnardhouse.com 

Thank you to our  

Allegheny Mountain Hardwood 

MEN’S 

Team Hughes  

MIXED 

Congratulations to our  First Place Teams! 
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Thank you, 
to our Oil Heritage Festival Sponsors! 
Please support these local businesses 
that support your Chamber! 

 GOLD LEVEL GOLD LEVEL SPONSORSSPONSORS                                             

Oil City Moose        
Family Center 78 

Henry &  Beverly Suhr 
Oil City VFW  

Post 464 

 SILVER LEVEL SILVER LEVEL SPONSORSSPONSORS                                             

Oil City  
Eagles Samuel Justus  

Charitable Trust 

 BRONZE  LEVEL BRONZE  LEVEL SPONSORSSPONSORS                                             

Pulaski  

Club of 

Oil City 

St. Stephen Church 

Agway 
Clarion County Community Bank  

First Presbyterian Church 
First United National Bank 

Franklin Oil Region Credit Union 
Friedhaber’s  

Giant Eagle Oil City 
Oil City Rotary Club  

Reinsel Funeral Home & Crematory 
USA Choice Internet 

 Electralloy 
Famoore’s Family Restaurant 

Oil City Civic Center, Inc. 
PNC Bank of Oil City  

 BRONZE  LEVEL BRONZE  LEVEL SPONSORSSPONSORS                                             

 THURSDAY ON THE PLAZA SPONSORS                      THURSDAY ON THE PLAZA SPONSORS                       

 CAR SHOW CAR SHOW SPONSORSSPONSORS                                             

Oil City Moose        
Family Center 78 

McFate & Merkel Law Office      Northpointe     Oil City Automotive      

Thank you, 
to our many volunteers who work tirelessly to bring our                                              
community this fine festival. We couldn't do it without you!!! 
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MEET OUR  

BOARD 
Hope Lineman 

Hope Lineman has served on the Chamber’s Board of 
Directors since January of this year. She works for Clarion 
University, Venango. She worked in healthcare for 13 years 
before transitioning to education 16 years ago. 
 

“Working in education is a way to be involved in a positive 
experience in someone’s life, regardless of what role you 
play,” Hope said.  
 

Much of Hope’s focus at Clarion University, Venango is in 
enrollment management and continuing education. She 
works with the University’s leadership to promote 
enrollment. The college uses different recruitment events 
to reach adult learners, including recruitment at hospitals 
and technology centers and working with PA CareerLinks. 
These are just some of the ways they connect with 
potential students, which has been a very rewarding 
process for Hope. 
 

“I love being able to play an integral part in helping people 
find careers that will help them earn sustainable wages for 
their families,” she said.  
 

Hope enjoys the positive energy and passion that she finds 
working in Venango County.  

“Whether it’s through workforce development, economic 
growth, or improvements to the downtown area, I see 
people working together to make our region stronger,” 
 Hope said. 
 

Hope sees her role as a board member as an opportunity to 
truly make a difference in the community and the region. 
 

“By serving on the board, I feel that I, myself, as well as the 
whole team, will impact future generations’ lives,” said 
Hope. “The initiatives we take on are part of making a 
difference.” 
 

As for the future of the Venango region, Hope anticipates 
several positive ripple effects from the petrochemical plant 
that is being constructed in Beaver County. This could drive 
economic development, growth in industry, an increase in 
jobs, and more.  
 

“The Chamber is the catalyst for bringing together the 
various players for moving our county and region forward 
in our region,” said Hope. 
 
 
 

PennDOT, Safety Partners to Host Bicycle Rodeo 
 

The Pennsylvania Department of Transportation (PennDOT), the Franklin Area 
Chamber of Commerce, the Franklin Alliance Church, and the City of Franklin 
will hold a free children’s bicycle rodeo on June 29. 
 

The rodeo will take place in the parking lot of the Franklin Alliance Church, 1200 Otter Street in Franklin. The event is 
open to ages 5 to 12. Registration will begin at 6 PM, with activities from 6:30 PM through 7:30 PM. All attendees should 
bring a bike and helmet and be accompanied by a parent or guardian who can sign a permission slip for participation. 
 

The rodeo will consist of safety activities and games, bicycle inspections, and helmet inspections. Alliance of Bikers 
Aimed Toward Education (A.B.A.T.E) of Venango County will award a free bicycle to one attendee and the Franklin 
Alliance Church and Franklin Chamber of Commerce will provide a hot dog dinner and snacks. 
 

This free event is made possible through the additional support of: State Farm Agent Mike Dill, Cub Scout Pack 37, Rep. 
R. Lee James, the Venango Sherriff’s Office, and UPMC Northwest. For more information on bicycle safety, visit 
www.penndot.gov/safety. 

http://www.penndot.gov/travelinpa/safety/Pages/default.aspx
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Recognizing Opportunities in the Venango Area 
By Ashley Cowles,  Be Here Program Manager 
 

In June, I had the pleasure of speaking with about 20 local students ages 13-19 at 
the Oil Region Youth Entrepreneur Program. These students spent two days 
learning about becoming entrepreneurs and hearing from local business owners 
and leaders.  
 

My presentation was about the Be Here initiative and the FLEX young 
professional group. I explained to students that there are opportunities in the 
area if they choose to stay or come back someday. After I spoke, Jessica Ewing-
Falco, a local entrepreneur and young professional, spoke to the students about 
helping run her family’s business, C&S Hilltop Hardware and Landscaping 
Connections, and gave them advice for their futures. Jessica and I then led a teambuilding exercise called the 
“Marshmallow Challenge.” The students were required to work in teams and create a tower out of tape, string, and dry 
spaghetti, with a marshmallow at the top.  
 

Many thoughts went through my head as we were working with these students. First, I was amazed at the organization 
of this program by Gibbons Business Solutions and all the information these students were able to soak in during these 
short two days. Not only were they given a booklet filled with entrepreneur-related tips and were able to participate in 
various activities and lessons, but they heard from local business owners, chamber of commerce professionals, non-
profit leaders, and city and county leadership. 
 

Second, it became even more apparent to me that our area is full of talented, hardworking people, many of those young 
professionals. I caught the end of County Commissioner Chip Abramovic’s speech and it was nothing short of 
motivational to these students. Then, Jessica’s story was extremely interesting and impressive. She, like many young 
people in the area, wanted to move away and never come back after high school. She served in the Navy for five years, 
and got her college degree during her service, then decided to move home and manage her family’s business. Chip and 
Jessica are just two examples of the many experienced, dedicated people making a difference in our community.  
 

Third, I appreciated the opportunity to share the message of Be Here and FLEX with these young students. When I was 
in high school, I often heard: “You have to get out of here. You can’t be successful in Venango County.” Now that I’ve 
graduated college and moved back to the area, I know this is anything but true, and I take any chance I get to spread 
this message to young people.  
 

Lastly, and most importantly, I couldn’t get past the energy and hopefulness of these students. I started my presentation 
by asking “How many of you plan to leave the area after graduating high school?” and saw maybe 6 or 7 hands raised 
with some giggles. I then asked “How many of you could see yourself staying in Venango County?” and even more hands 
were raised, which I was not expecting. As I chatted more with the students, I learned that some have already started 
small businesses here, such as mowing grass and selling crocheted items, and many have big dreams for businesses or 
careers someday.  
 

Not once during my time there did I hear “There are no jobs here” or “We need to bring manufacturing back.” These 
students were excited about the future and quietly listened as I told them about what our area has to offer, many even 
smiling and nodding their heads as I spoke.  
 

I was sure to make them aware that I wasn’t saying our area is perfect—I know we have challenges that need to be 
addressed like any other area. These students are still in high school and don’t necessarily understand some of the 
complicated issues we face and weren’t around when our area was “booming” (neither was I), but at the same time, we 
can learn a lesson from them. 
 

Rather than see a problem in the area and dwell on it, why don’t we work together to come up with a way to solve it? 
Instead of complaining that we don’t have more restaurants or stores, why not step up to make that happen, or support 
a local entrepreneur? If you don’t agree with a way something is done, why not volunteer or join a committee? 

 

Our area isn’t perfect, but it’s full of amazing people, educational 
programs, successful businesses, and students, like the ones I met last 
month, with a hope for the future. Rather than focus on the negatives, 
let’s recognize the opportunities for more positives in the Venango Area.  
 
Find more articles related to Be Here at beherevenango.org/news.  
 

beherevenango.org/news
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Chamber Executive Director Susan Williams  joins Luke Ruot and 
Mark Heim every Wednesday morning at 8:00 on The Morning 
Drill, updating listeners on the latest news from the Chamber and 
the Venango Area. You can tune in on the radio at 1230 AM or to 
the online video  live cast on  www.streamnewsnow.com.   
 

Do you have news you’d like Susan to share?  Make sure to call or 
email the Chamber to pass along your news. 

Emlenton Summer Festival  
 

The 2017 Emlenton Summer Festival will take place July 7-9. The 
annual summer event includes Area-wide Trash & Treasure Sales, 
Jr. Fishing Derby, Firemen’s Strawberry Social, Food and Craft/
Novelty Vendors, Frog Jumping Contest, Summer Festival Parade, 
and much more! Visit emlentonpa.com/html/schedule and “like” 
the festival’s Facebook page at facebook.com/
emlentonsummerfestivalofficial for more information. 

Barr’s Insurance Corporate Announcement  
 

Barr’s Insurance recently held their annual 
meeting and have realigned responsibilities and 
corporate officers, implementing the next part of 
the agency’s continued long term perpetuation 
plan, and they pleased to announce that Lori 
Marvin has been named President of the agency.  
 

President Marvin is now responsible for all aspects of Barr’s 
Insurance operations. Lori has been with Barr’s for 13 years and 
has over 23 years in the insurance industry including working as 
a Marketing Representative for multiple health insurance 
companies. Lori was also the first female stockholder and now the 
first female President of Barr’s Insurance founded in 1873. 
 

Joe Pastor is the CEO and Chairman of the Board and Joe Fink is 
the Corporate Vice President and Secretary.  Barr’s insurance has 
offices in Oil City and Franklin with 20 employees and provides 
all lines of business and personal  insurance and licensed in 9 
states. Please join us in congratulating Lori on her professional 
accomplishment. 

https:/www.choicehotels.com/pennsylvania/franklin/quality-inn-hotels/pa328
http://www.fscas.org/
http://venangocountydailynews.com/
http://www.streamnewsnow.com
http://emlentonpa.com/html/schedule.html
https://www.facebook.com/emlentonsummerfestivalofficial/
https://www.facebook.com/emlentonsummerfestivalofficial/
https://www.facebook.com/emlentonsummerfestivalofficial/
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4YCC Celebrates 15th Anniversary 
 

Congratulations to 4 Your 
Car Connection on their 15th 
Anniversary! To celebrate, 
the car dealership is having a 
sale and a free BBQ event. 
The BBQ/Open House is 

open to the public and will take place on Friday, July 7, from 11 
a.m. to 6 p.m. The free food will be provided by Ed’s Smokin’ BBQ. 
There will also be live music, provided by Mitch Littler.  
 

In addition, there will be free haircuts provided by Kreative Kuts 
by D & S and balloon art by Inkredible Ike. Join 4 Your Car 
Connection at their 15th anniversary celebration on Friday, July 7, 
2017 at their dealership, located at 7082 US 322 in Cranberry! 

Hagan Celebrates 25th Anniversary 
 

Since 1992, Hagan Business Machines of Meadville, Inc. has been 
locally owned by Jay Verno and Craig Guy. With a commitment to 
providing quality products and reliable service, Verno and Guy 
have expanded the company to include a showroom in Vernon 
Township and an office branch location at the Cranberry Mall in 
Venango. Hagan Business Machines of Meadville, Inc. is celebrating 
their 25th Anniversary on August 17th. Save the Date because you 
won't want to miss this celebration! Watch for more information 
in the coming weeks! 

PA Treasury Looking for Owners of Unclaimed 
Property 
 

Rep Lee James reminds constituents that the Pa Treasury is 
looking for owners of unclaimed property. Currently, there is more 
than $2.3 billion dollars in unclaimed property being held by the 
Treasury. You may check the Pa Treasury website at 
www.patreasury.gov to see if you are eligible to make any claims. 
Or, you may contact the Pa Treasury at 1-800-222-2046. Please 
contact the office at 677-6413 if you need assistance. 

Friends of the Library to Host Book 
Sale and Lego Table Raffle 
 
Mark your calendar for the Oil City Library’s 
Annual Book Sale, set for July 20-22. There will 
also be a Lego Table Raffle and a Lego Basket Also, 
tickets are now available for the 50/50 raffle, 
which will be drawn on July 22.  

http://www.cranberrymall.com/
C:/Users/Ashley Stroup-McCaul/Documents/bickley-script-let-plain[1].ttf
http://www.safelite.com/
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Aiming for Vision 

The Venango County Association for the Blind will be having their third Annual “Vision Bowl” Fundraiser 
and Awareness event on August 3 at Seneca Lanes. Whether you are a returning bowler/team or joining 
for the first time, you are sure to have a good time and a unique experience bowling one of the games 
wearing Vision Simulator Glasses mimicking eye diseases such as Diabetic Retinopathy, Glaucoma/
Retinitis Pigmentosa, Macular Degeneration, and Cataracts.  

Last year, the Veterans of Foreign Wars Jesse Greer Post #1835 helped bring home the statewide traveling trophy by 
having the highest team score for this game. They also received the first local traveling trophy for having team high 
series and won the bowling party for 24 at Seneca Lanes. They are looking forward to challengers to their title. It doesn’t 
matter if you have an average of 50 or 200, it is a fun event for all. 

This year’s event promises to have a great assortment of baskets for the raffle, prizes, 50/50 and, of course, food. The 
dessert table will feature goodies made by clients.  They are currently looking for sponsors and bowlers/teams for this 

event and are in need of Gold, Silver, Lane, Table Top, and Team 
Sponsors.  Reach out to your friends and family, co-workers and 
employees to form teams and enjoy an evening of relaxation. 

Funds raised will help provide services to blind and visually 
impaired individuals in Venango, Clarion, and Forest Counties. If you 
are interested in more information please call (814) 676-1876 or 
email info@venangoblind.org.  

Kapp Alloy Hires New Sales and Marketing 
Assistant 
 

Kapp Alloy & Wire, a leading manufacturer of 
high purity solder, spray wire, and Babbitt, has 
added Rob Adams as a Sales and Marketing 
Assistant. Rob will work closely with the 
President and CEO, Jack Crawford, to update and 
consolidate Kapp Alloy’s current websites into a 
new kappalloy.com. The objective is to provide 
customers with a seamless site for product 
information, quotation, and purchases. 
 

Rob recently graduated from Edinboro University with a Bachelor 
of Science in Business Administration – Marketing. He is a 2013 
graduate of Rocky Grove High School, and is very pleased to find a 
career opportunity close to home. President Jack Crawford stated, 
“We are always looking for home grown talent at Kapp Alloy. We 
need their knowledge and vision to ensure the future of our 
company and our region.”  

Thank you to Farmers National Bank and   
Cranberry Pennzoil/Car Wash for hosting a 

Business After Hours Mixer on June 14th! 

http://www.nextsteptherapy.net/
http://www.chamberchoice.com/
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How to Offend and Alienate Others 
by Kurtis Bell 
 

For the past four years, I have been taking a deeper look into networking and the other 
various topics related to networking. One thing I have learned is that there are many 
different types of networkers. Of the many styles of networkers, two of my favorites are 
“the baseball trading card networker” and “the 1000th degree black belt networker.” 
Recently, I got to experience both types of networker rolled in to one person. 
 

Now I know what you are thinking; “Kurtis, wouldn't it be awesome to come home from a 
networking event with a ton of business cards of people you met, and talk to people at the 
event as though you are a seasoned networker? That would be a great success, right?” Let’s just put it this way; that is 
not my style of networking. Sure, it could be effective. Driving a Mac truck through someone’s front door is also an 
effective way to let them know you have arrived. 
 

In the game of establishing and fostering business relationships, being the Mac truck instead of the polite knock at the 
door can really set you apart, and that may not be a good thing for you. Initially this person was eager to get business 
cards, seemingly hoarding them incase they become the new currency in the event of an economic collapse. That was 
one of the first things this person asked of me; “Can I get your card?”However, the most memorable part of the 
experience with this person was their abrasive, concede no ground type of attitude. For over 30 minutes this person 
talked at myself and another, not pausing for air in fear of a counterpoint or rebuttal. Upon seeing there was no 
potential for a thought-provoking, productive conversation, I excused myself and went about my night. 
 

Most might chalk up this networking experience as a loss, but as someone much wiser than I said, “There is something 
to be learned from everyone, even if it is what not to do”. Take that quote with you and keep it at the front of your 
mind as you meet new people. Networking with an open mind and remembering to always be hungry for knowledge 
can be key in your networking journey. 

Volunteer Opportunity! 
 
Are you a wiz at Microsoft Access and would 
be willing to assist your Chamber? Susan 
would like a chance to discuss a volunteer 
opportunity with you! Please contact her at 
swilliams@venangochamber.org.  

New Leader for Youth Field Days 
 

Venango County Youth Field Days—
an annual event hosted and 
organized by the Oil City Chapter, 
Izaak Walton League of America at 
Waltonian Park —has a new leader. 

Justin Sparks is the new chair of the 
Ikes' program, taking over for the 
legendary Bill Lynam who ran the 
program from 2002 through 2010 

and again from 2013 through the 2017 event. Bill has a long 
history of supporting the Ikes' youth programs and conservation. 
He was a 2011 inductee into the Venango County Conservation 
Hall of Fame. Justin has been involved in Ikes' programs since a 
youngster and has been a regular volunteer with the youth 
programs.  

http://www.edwardjones.com/
http://www.fun-bank.com/
http://www.gatesandburnsrealestate.com/
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Second Annual Oil Heritage Festival Bike ‘n Brew 
 

FLEX is excited to host the second Oil Heritage Festival Bike ‘n Brew this 
month! The event is on Saturday, July 15, in Justus Park, Oil City. From 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. we encourage people to enjoy the many outdoor 
recreation opportunities in the area. We’ll have vendors set up in Justus 
Park with information about trails, biking, parks, and other outdoor 
related information. OARS will be set up to fix any bicycles and will bring 
bikes to rent (you must let us know ahead of time. Please email 
acowles@venangochamber.org).  We’ll also have a shuttle available upon 
request to transport people to the paved trails.  
 

The brewfest will begin later in the day with two sessions, from 1 to 4 
p.m. and 5 to 8 p.m. Local breweries will be set up and offer samples of a 
variety of different craft beers.  The event also includes food vendors and 
entertainment! 
 

The outdoor activities are FREE and brewfest tickets are $30 pre-sale, 
$35 at the door, and $5 for designated drivers. Tickets can be purchased 
at the Venango Chamber, Scierka’s Tavern, and online. To see what 
brewers and outdoor vendors are signed up, request the bike shuttle, 
purchase tickets, and find more information, visit ohfbikenbrew.org.  

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS! 

Allegheny Mountain Hardwood Flooring 
 

King’s Landscaping 
 

Scierka’s Tavern 

 

Stifel Nicolaus - Franklin 
 

Wagner Family Eye Care 

Photo by Quinton Reed 
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Lyndsey King recently moved to our area and we’re excited to get to know her! She 
currently works as the Community Development Administrative Assistant for the City of 
Oil City and has been all over the state and country.  
 

She grew up in Westfield in Tioga County, Pennsylvania, and then attended Coastal 
Carolina University in Conway, South Carolina, where she earned her bachelor’s degree in 
Marine Science, with a minor in Environmental Science.  
 

While in college, Lyndsey was named an NOAA Hollings Scholar and landed an internship 
in Honolulu, Hawaii, where she spent 10 weeks working for the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) at their Pacific Islands Fisheries Science Center. She 
worked in collaboration with the Life History Program to collect previously unknown age, 

growth, and maturity data on two commercially valuable reef fish species. The work helped set regulations to 
ensure the sustainable harvest of these species, protecting both the fish and fishing industry from the detriment 
of overharvesting. 
 

Lyndsey also spent some time in Newport, Oregon, researching survival characteristics of yearling Chinook 
salmon in the Columbia River.  Specifically, she looked at the chemical signature of otoliths from samples of 
yearlings at various locations during their migration to the Pacific Ocean and marked how that signature 
changed with the varying abiotic factors of the river and biotic characteristics of the juveniles.   During her free 
time, she explored the Oregon coast and tide pools, finding sea stars, anemones, sea cucumbers, and several 
other interesting tidal organisms. She loved the atmosphere in Oregon, but ultimately moved back to 
Pennsylvania to be closer to family.  
 

Lyndsey enjoyed her work in Hawaii and Oregon and plans to move to the ocean, attend grad school to attain a 
higher degree in fisheries science, and start working in her field once again. While she’s still in the Venango Area, 
she takes every chance she gets to be outdoors. She loves hiking, kayaking, and camping with her friends and 
family, and if she can't be outside, she is an avid reader and baker. 
 

She has also enjoyed attending classes at the Tipsy Chef in Oil City to learn wine, cider, and beer brewing 
techniques, new cake decorating skills, and ways to incorporate various balsamic vinegar and extra virgin olive 
oils into everyday cooking. Other places she likes to spend time at include the Oil City YMCA, the Oil City Library, 
and Benjamin's Roadhouse and Edible Arrangements in Franklin. 
 

Although she’s not originally from here and hopes to move closer to the ocean someday, Lyndsey has enjoyed 
living and working here. “I find the tight-knit community fascinating,” she said. “It's so easy to get involved, meet 

new people, and really feel like you're helping to make the 
community a better place.” Please join us in welcoming Lyndsey 
to our area!  

OHF Ice Cream Social - Volunteers Needed!  
 

The Oil Heritage Festival Ice Cream 
Social, hosted by FLEX, is on 
Thursday, July 20, from 6 to 8 p.m. 
in Central Ave Plaza in Oil City.  
 

We need at least 10 volunteers to 
set up, scoop ice cream, give 
toppings, take money, hand out 
drinks, and tear down. Please plan 
to be there 5-9 p.m. If you’d like to 
help, please contact Ashley at  
acowles@venangochamber.org or 
(814) 676-8521. 

http://www.chirodrkate.com/
http://bbcf.org/
http://www.svmprocleaningbybell.com/
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June FLEX Socials 
 

What a fun month for FLEX! We started off with our Summer Kick
-Off kayaking down French Creek, joined Clarion’s new young 
professional group at Clarion River Brewing, had a great Coffee 
Chat, and ended the month playing mini-golf at KB&B Dugout in 
Clarion. Thanks to everyone who joined us, and we hope to see 
you in July! 
 

Rachel Britton is one of many young professionals in our area truly making a difference in 
the community! Rachel works at Child Development Centers, Inc., where she is the 
Controller and does budgeting, financial statements and reporting, audits, and financial 
analyses for private, subsidy, and grants within the organization. She also pitches in 
anywhere needed. “No matter your role, when you are asked to help somewhere, you do 
what is needed for the children,” she said. 
 

Rachel was born in Oil City, but she moved to Seneca while in elementary school and 
graduated from Cranberry High School in 2004. She then went on to Clarion University 
where she earned her bachelor’s degree in Business Administration, with a focus in 
Accounting.  
 

Earning her college degree was one of Rachel’s proudest achievements and she hopes to continue her education 
and get her MBA in the future. Another accomplishment for Rachel is growing her family, in which her and her 
husband Brian have two children, Jaxson, 4, and Jase, 1. She strives to continue to grow professionally, but also 
keep a good balance of career and family.  
 

There are many causes in the community that Rachel is passionate about. She works hard each day to spread the 
word and has hopes to do even more in the future. She plans to be more of an advocate for Early Childhood 
Education. “These children are our future,” she said. Rachel also has interest in volunteering at the birthing center 
to care for drug addicted babies and wants to start a support group for mothers with postpartum depression after 
having a baby. 
 

In addition, Rachel hopes to use her accounting experience to help high school students understand the impact 
credit cards and student loans will have on their futures and how to handle their finances responsibly.   
 

When Rachel has free time, she enjoys spending it with family at Oil Creek State Park, riding four wheelers, 
boating, having a spa day, shopping, and attending Zumba classes.  “I grew up here, so it is home,” she said. “I 
couldn't imagine working or living anywhere else. We are a small community and it feels cozy.” We’re excited to 
have Rachel as another inspirational and hardworking young professional here!  

SAVE THE DATE! 
 

The FLEX Annual Meeting will be Friday, October 20, starting at 5:30 p.m. At this 
meeting, we’ll provide a re-cap of the year, elect new officers, launch a new online 
tool for members, and enjoy entertainment, food, and drinks. Location TBD.   

http://www.teamrossbacher.com/
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Check out the Chamber’s Calendar of Events: www.venangochamber.org/calendar VenangoFLEX 

Where you’ll find FLEX this month:  
 
 

BnB Meeting/Volunteer Orientation: Mon. July 10, Meeting: 5 p.m., Orientation: 6 p.m., Venango Chamber 
 
OHF Bike ‘n Brew: Sat. July 15, Outdoor Activities: 10 a.m. - 4 p.m., Brewfest: 1-4 p.m. & 5-8 p.m., Justus Park 
 
Monthly Meeting: Wed. July 19, 12 - 1 p.m., Location TBD 
 
OHF Ice Cream Social: Thurs. July 20, 6 - 8 p.m., Central Ave Plaza, Oil City 

 

 

OUR MISSION 
 

FLEX represents the needs and interests of Young Professionals by positioning ourselves  
as leaders, entrepreneurs and advocates for the sustainability of the Venango Area  

through civic engagement, leadership development, and networking.  

Appreciating Students Who Come Home for the Summer 
 

Summer is a wonderful time of year, not only because of vacations, 
warm weather, outdoor activities, and barbecues, but also because 
many students from the Venango Area who were away for college 
come back home for about three months!  
 

Local businesses and organizations employ these students, many of 
them as “interns,” and this benefits our community in countless ways. 
Students bring energy and creativity to the workplace, along with 
emerging technical skills, and give the community the opportunity to 
engage and invite a future workforce. In return, these students get 
hands-on experience and are able to continue their education 
throughout the summer by actually working in their chosen or similar 
fields.  
 

To show our appreciation to these students for coming back for the 
summer, FLEX hosts the Student Appreciation Luncheon each year. We 
provide a lunch and brief presentation, in which many young 
professionals share their testimonials of how they  have found success 
and happiness in the Venango Area. We encourage students to 
continue to work hard in school and consider returning to our area 
upon graduation. 
 

This year’s luncheon will be on Friday, August 4. FLEX invites any 
college student in our area for the summer to attend, along with their 
employer if they would like. Any young professional is also encouraged 
to attend and is invited to speak if interested.  Please see the insert in 
this month’s newsletter for more information or find the PDF version 
online at bit.ly/StudentLunch2017. 

http://www.venangochamber.org/calendar/
http://www.venangochamber.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/06/2017-Student-Lunch-Registration-Form.pdf
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