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2017 Town Square
Christmas Tree,
A Collaborative Effort
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The Venango Area Chamber of Commerce builds, serves and promotes regional business.

Welcomes New Members
AT& T Cranberry
Sara Grizzell
1 Kimberly Lane Rr1 Box 753
Cranberry, PA 16319
Phone: (814) 493-8256
Email: cranberry@springmoblie.com
Web: locations.attexperience.com/pa/
cranberry/1
Published Category: Cellular Telephone

Central Payment
Curt Frigon
Phone: (412) 266-6633
Fax: (866) 280-5538
Email: curt.frigon@gmail.com
Web: cpay.com
Published Category: Banks

Victorian City Art & Frame
Kyla Mazurkewiz
1273 Liberty Street, Suite 1
Franklin, PA 16323
Phone: (814) 437-9509
Email: victoriancityart@gmail.com
Web: www.victoriancityart.com
Published Catergory: Framing

Spring genuinely serves and exceeds
customer expectations in friendliness, product knowledge and the
sales experience.

CentralPay is a full service merchant
service provider.

An independent Fine Art Gallery and
Custom Frame Shop located in the
downtown historic city of Franklin,

Do you have family or friends who grew up in Venango County, but have moved
away? As part of the Be Here initiative, we are conducting a survey and we ask you
to send the link to those you know who have left the area. The survey takes no
more than 10 minutes and asks questions about their experience, such as:
 What made you leave Venango County?
 Would you consider coming back to Venango County?
 If your ideal job was available in Venango County, what would that be?
The survey can be found at beherevenango.org/home-survey.
Venango Area Chamber of Commerce ● (814) 676-8521 ● www.venangochamber.org

3

Chamber Member Businesses Raise Tree
The holidays are upon us and our communities are
all decked out! It is easy to take for granted that the
Christmas lights will be strung and a tree will be lit in
each town. Those involved know that there is
nothing easy about locating that perfect tree, having
it cut down and moved, securing it and then
decorating. It takes a village!

Nick Klapec and Jim Marshall, two of the Chamber’s
younger members, equally enjoyed assisting with
this annual tradition. “Simply put, we love our
community, and are always looking for opportunities
where we can give back to our community in an
effort to try and help make it a better place,” said Jim.
“This time that opportunity presented itself in the
Several Chamber members participated in a nearly form of spreading some Christmas cheer downtown.
all day event last week, placing the Christmas tree in It really wasn’t even a question for us whether or not
Oil City’s Town Square. The Oil City Rotary Club took we were willing to help.”
leadership in the coordination, from finding the tree The final task of stringing the lights was done with
to the final task of the lighting that will have taken the help of the Oil City Fire Department. The
place by the time you are reading this. The nearly 40- Chamber joins community members in offering a
foot tree was donated by Sue Clarke, daughter of late sincere thanks to all of those noted above, as well as
Rotarian George Flockerzi.
the volunteers across Venango County, who have
The heavy lifting was done by local businesses Kings participated in gifting their time, money, and
Landscaping, Schake Industries, and Bert Klapec, Inc. resources in making sure all of our communities are
All three businesses were generous in donating the festively decorated.
use of their equipment and having staff on hand.
“The cost was minimal compared to making sure the
traditions we value, such as the birth of Jesus on
Christmas, are maintained,” said Steve Schake. It’s
also good for our people to know that their company
cares about helping where it can. It instills a sense of
belonging to something greater than ourselves. We
feel it's important to give back when we can whether
that means donating a crane for a day or sponsoring
an event—it's just the right thing to do.”

BKI donated the use of
their equipment, along
with Schake Industries
and King’s Landscaping,
pictured on the cover.

VenangoWorks 2018 Advertising Opportunity

Would you like to advertise in the Chamber’s
monthly newsletter? More than 500 printed
newsletters are mailed out each month and it is
emailed digitally to more than 800 people. It is
also available online to the public at
venangochamber.org/newsletters.
Contact Dottie for more information on
opportunities available for 2018! Call (814) 6768521 or email dtawney@venangochamber.org

“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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Will Your Business be in This Year's Business
Review & Forecast? Help is Available!
Marketing is tough for everyone, especially small
businesses that operate on a shoestring budget. It is
important for every company to utilize free and low-cost
venues to advertise and/or promote their goods and
services. There are quite a few budget friendly options to
help get the word out.
We are very fortunate, in the Venango Area, to have a local
news source that publishes an Annual Business Review and
Forecast edition at the beginning of each year. Many
businesses miss out on this opportunity because they find
writing such a daunting task.
At the end of each year, The Derrick and The News-Herald
sends out a questionnaire to business owners. The purpose
of the questionnaire is two-fold. It may be used as a guide
to the business preparing the article for the special edition,
or it may be filled out and submitted to the newspaper
staff, who will write the article.
If this task is still too much to add to the daily challenge of
getting things done, there are a few local marketers who
are happy to help. Professional promoters will collect your
information, write the article, take photo(s), and submit
them to the newspaper, typically for a very reasonable fee.
Jeanne Best of Ask Me shares: “It is a real missed
opportunity if businesses do not submit an article for the
Business Review and Forecast. In addition to the exposure
it offers, it can be a good exercise in exploring the narrative
a business is telling about themselves and in learning how
to refine and improve that story. I am happy to talk with
any business that may not have the resources of time or
experience to write their article.”
You can contact Jeanne at askmebyjeanne@gmail.com.

Venango Area Chamber of Commerce ● (814) 676-8521 ● www.venangochamber.org

Hagan Business Machines Relocates
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Hagan Business Machines has recently relocated to 3008
State Route 257. Branch Manager David Snedden states:
“We are very excited about our new building. It provides
more space for an expanded showroom. Clients can come
in and get some hands-on experience with new and
exciting technology. The location is ideal for customers
to ‘pop-in’ and have some copies made or faxes sent out.”
The business invites everyone to drop by and observe
how the new equipment can increase the office
productivity and lower their expenses.

UPMC Credits Support for Success
Compassionate care is an integral part of the culture at
UPMC Northwest, and is just one reason that UPMC
Northwest is designated as a 4-Star hospital by the
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS).
What drives this exceptional ranking? UPMC Northwest
enjoyed an exceptional year because of a relentless
pursuit of excellence, continued investments in the
hospital, and the unwavering and generous support of the
Northwest Hospital Foundation.
The Northwest Hospital Foundation produced a video
showcasing some of this year’s successes at UPMC
Northwest. Find the video on their YouTube channel or
visit www.northwesthospitalfoundation.org.

“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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Rising Tides Lift All Ships
The Venango Chamber and the Be Here initiative
brought Pete Eshelman, representing Roanoke
Outside and the Roanoke Regional Partnership, to
our community at the end of October. In the
comfortable living room at the Barnard House in
Emlenton, about 15 community members
representing a variety of organizations came
together to hear about Pete’s experience helping
Roanoke, Virginia, leverage the communities’
outdoor assets to help grow the economy.
A few times, Pete said the quote “rising tides lift all
ships” and encouraged us to come together as a
region to help our area thrive. Although Venango
County is made up of multiple municipalities, each
with its own businesses, residents, employees, and

goals, at the end of the day, we all can support this
region by working together.
To learn more about the meeting with Pete, you can
find an article on the Be Here website at
beherevenango.org/news.

Advocacy – Your Chamber, Your Voice
By Jim Marshall
Often when I tell someone that I am the Chairman of
the VACC Advocacy Committee, I’m met with a
quizzical look—but most are too polite to ask what
that means. The mission of the committee is: “To
work with our elected officials and community
partners to establish regulations and policies that
will affect the ability of a business to compete in the
worldwide economy and continue to generate
income and jobs that will help to improve the quality
of life in the Venango Area.” Wow, that’s a mouthful.
Simply put, we identify things that make it difficult
for our members to successfully do business here,
then come up with resources and ideas to turn those
problems into solutions.

If you haven’t taken the survey yet, I highly
encourage you to do so. It can be found on our
homepage at www.venangochamber.org, by clicking
on the banner image.

Currently, the forefront of our attention is the study
that PennDOT is completing on Route 8 between
Franklin and Barkeyville. The results of this study
and the actions of PennDOT will potentially be
hugely impactful to our membership and the quality
of life in Venango County. As such, the Chamber has
been gathering information from businesses on their
usage of this highway, and the impacts any changes
might have on them. Our objective is to ensure that
PennDOT has all the necessary data needed to make
the best decision for local businesses and for the
region as a whole.

If there’s an issue in the community that you feel that
the Advocacy Committee should be looking at, please
reach out to us by calling the Chamber at (814) 6768521 or emailing advocacy@venangochamber.org.

Another issue we have been addressing is blight in
our communities. Blight has the potential to impact
every business in the County and we feel it is an
important issue to tackle. Currently, we are trying to
ascertain some of the struggles local communities
have addressing blight in their communities, and
determining ways we can advocate for additional
resources, less regulation, and a more unified
approach to both stop the spread of, and reverse the
current blight situation within the County.

Venango Area Chamber of Commerce ● (814) 676-8521 ● www.venangochamber.org
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Apply for a Free Trip to Washington, D.C.
Central Electric Cooperative (CEC) believes
tomorrow's leaders are today's youth and is again
proudly sponsoring a group of high school juniors
to attend Youth Tour 2018 from June 10-15.

Zoo, a Kennedy Center production, the Holocaust
Museum and a Potomac River Boat Cruise.

Teens will meet student leaders from nearly every
state and hear from dynamic speakers. They will
Youth Tour is an all-expenses paid, once-in-a- make friendships that last a lifetime and be part of
lifetime chance for youth to bond with fellow a group that has more than 50,000 alumni in every
students, meet elected walk of life, including U.S. Senators and CEOs.
officials and experience Apple CEO Tim Cook for example, told George
our nation's capital. More Washington University students how he "had come
than 1,500 students from face to face with two men who guaranteed
across America take part themselves a place in history," while on Youth
in the experience each Tour.
year. This unique trip gives
the opportunity to watch All high school juniors who reside in a home
history come alive as they receiving electric service from CEC are eligible to
explore
museums, apply by completing the application requirements
memorials
and either through their school guidance counselor or
monuments. Some of the visiting the CEC website. All application
stops for the trip may include the Newseum, requirements must be received at CEC before Jan.
Arlington National Cemetery, Mount Vernon, Iwo 19. For more information about Youth Tour, visit
Jima Sunset Parade, National Cathedral, Madame www.youthtour.coop, call 800-521-0570 or visit
Tussauds' Wax Museum, Smithsonian, National www.central.coop.

Adopt a Grandparent for Christmas
It’s that time of year when we want to do something
to help make the holidays special for people in our
community. For the past five years, the local Mary
Kay unit has adopted the residents at the Oil City
Health Care and Rehabilitation Center & Oakwood
Heights and has presented each of them with a
special gift for Christmas. The campaign this year
began on November 1st.

This is a non-profit event, with each and every
dollar contributed used to purchase a gift, Last year
245 individuals were personally wished a Merry
Christmas through a visit and gift presentation.
Contact Marla McVay for more information or to
make
your
donation
at
657-4449
or
mcvay13@hotmail.com

Businesses and individuals are invited to help by
adopting a grandparent for Christmas. Your $15
donation will sponsor a special gift set (including a
fragrance free hand cream and lip balm) for one
resident and enable them to have a Merry
Christmas.
HoLey Jeans and Young Voyagers of Good Hope will
be delivering the gifts this year. The residents love
to see the young men and women coming around to
visit them! Your business card or name will be
attached to the gift set so they will know that it is a
gift from you or your business. This may be the only
Christmas gift some of the residents receive.
“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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FIRST NIGHT® OIL CITY 2018
Celebrating 20 Years … A Sneak Preview!
As the 20th Anniversary of First
Night® Oil City approaches, the
planning committee has finalized
plans for a truly gala anniversary
event for New Year’s Eve on
December 31st. Beginning in 1997,
this family-oriented, non-alcoholic
celebration showcases performing
groups from among the 224
uniquely groups that have
performed at least once in prior
years.
Entertainers this year include:
RPR Band (former members of
Tanglefoot, Canadian roots); Cahal
Dunne (Ireland’s piano man);
Frank Sinatra and Dean Martin
impersonators;
Mitch
Littler
(blues via vocals and playing
multiple instruments); The Butler
Clowns (humor, magic, skits,
balloons, and music); Captain
Magic (magician); Carol Weakland
(actress, author and story-teller
who brings literary classics to
life); Neil Jacobs (12-string
guitarist); Asleigh Bennett (vocals,
keyboard and ukulele); and, Bill
Sandusky (Erie Ice Works ice
sculpture).

Performers joining for the first
time
include:
Echo
Valley
Bluegrass Band, (a Western
Pennsylvania
family
band
comprised of seven siblings);
Porcelain Bus Drivers (dance band
that plays everything, from rock to
country, rap, modern, 60’s through
today); the Porter/Huber Jazz
Quartet
featuring
area
instrumental
jazz
musicians
Nelson Porter, Bill Huber, Jr.,
Preston Huber and Patrick Huber;
and, Gary Auerbach (a World
Freestyle Frisbee Champion).
Other First Night events will
include two fireworks displays
(large display – 7 p.m. and sendoff burst – Midnight); a Cool Night
Light People’s Procession, hatmaking, craft-making; outdoor
bonfires; a drum circle; and,
having your photo taken with a
beautiful ice sculpture.
An admittance button must be
purchased and worn by attendees
prior to entering any performance
venue. Regular buttons cost $10
and jazzed up “blinky” buttons
cost $15. If purchased prior to
Christmas, regular buttons will be
sold at a reduced price of $8 each.
Children ages 5 and under,
accompanied by an adult, will be

admitted at no charge. Buttons
are available at the following
locations: Venango Area Chamber
of Commerce; Days Inn; Karma
Coffee; Transit Arts Gallery; The
Sleep Shoppe; Oil City Library; and
Spilling the Beans Coffee House.
On New Year’s Eve, buttons will
only be available after 5 p.m., at
Spilling the Beans, Karma Coffee,
and the National Transit Building.
Please join us for an evening of
family fun, fireworks, fanfare,
children’s events, and stellar
entertainment brought by the Oil
City Arts Council and many
wonderful sponsors. Three vans
will be available for transporting
First Night revelers about town
throughout the evening.
A complete overview of all Oil City
First
Night
events
and
performance locations will be
published in Good Times in an
issue after the Christmas Holiday.
For
additional
First
Night
information, please contact Susan
Williams at the Venango Area
Chamber of Commerce at:
swilliams@venangochamber.org
or follow First Night Oil City on
Facebook. Also, a new Snapchat &
Twitter experience will be a part
of the fun this year.

Venango Area Chamber of Commerce ● (814) 676-8521 ● www.venangochamber.org

9

Holiday Open House Mixer
We invite you to join us for our Holiday Open House
Mixer on Thursday, December 21, from 5 to 7 p.m.
at the Venango Chamber (24 Seneca St, Oil City)
Catering will be provided by Hot Pepper Catering
and we will have holiday drinks and raffle prizes.
Please RSVP to dtawney@venangochamber.org or
(814) 676-8521. We hope to see you there!

Venango Chamber Hosts PFEW Breakfast
The
Venango
Area
Chamber of Commerce
recently hosted a breakfast
at Vo-Tech of about 50
attendees, representing a
mix of small businesses,
educational
leaders,
supporters, government representatives, and
students who attended the Pennsylvania Free
Enterprise Week (PFEW) last summer.
The breakfast and presentation provided insight
into the student experience of the week-long,
intensive program, which focused on teaching the
students about running a business. A Q&A session
with the students explored why they applied, the
emotions and feelings of participating, and the
outcomes of their experience. The students shared
comments on motivational speakers, experiences
that placed them outside their comfort zone,
leading to their personal growth during the week.

A consensus from all was that they learned a great
deal about running a business, creating a product,
marketing and advertising their product,
addressing stockholders, and understanding the
concepts of being financially viable. The students
made friends from outside the area, learned new
skill sets, and came away with a clear
understanding the “running a business” is hard
work.
The experience opened up their knowledge of the
business world, the many opportunities that
business has to offer, and confirmed for them that
small businesses are the backbone of our
state. Representatives from PFEW were on hand to
thank the Chamber, sponsoring businesses and the
students. They extended an open invitation for
local business leaders to volunteer at future
summers, as company advisors. To learn more
about PFEW, please contact the Chamber or visit
www.pfew.org.

“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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MEET OUR

BOARD
Jeannie Henry
Jeannie Henry currently serves as secretary on our
Board of Directors and is a member of the
executive and membership committees. She is the
branch manager at Rossbacher Insurance Group in
Cranberry, where she is a licensed agent for
property, casualty, and life insurance coverages,
and focuses on training and developing the team.
In addition to her time spent with the Chamber,
Jeannie works with the United Way annual fund
drive and enjoys engaging in the many recreational
activities available in our area.

for so long, it is my second home. The traditions
and history of this area make it such a unique place
to live and work. I love learning about the many
businesses that we have, how they started, and
how they continue to grow and thrive.”
Giving back to the community is something that is
very important to Jeannie. “I want to leave this area
better than when I started,” she said. “I want to see
the continued growth and engagement of our
young professionals. I also want to continue to look
for ways to see our small business community
work together to see how they can grow and
succeed with their neighbors.”

“I love to attend shows at the Barrow and walk and
bike on the numerous bike trails,” said Jeannie. “I
spend a lot of time with my family at school, music, Jeannie has high hopes for the future of the
and sporting events as well. I also love to take Venango Region. She feels that, with the continued
pictures.”
efforts of dedicated community members, the
Prior to coming to Rossbacher, Jeannie worked in region will join together and thrive.
the banking industry for almost 18 years, mainly in
Venango County and she truly appreciates all of the
unique benefits that working in our region has to
offer.

“The future of the Venango Region is a bright one,
in my opinion,” said Jeannie. “We have community
leaders here that truly care about the growth and
development of our area. As we continue to engage
“The people make this area great,” said Jeannie. local business, as well as our young professionals,
“Growing up in Clarion County, I always felt a part there is nowhere to go but up for the area.
of the Venango County area, but after working here Continuing to focus on families, traditions, and our
rich history will also benefit us greatly.”

venangoplays.org
The Chamber’s online calendar of events

Looking for things to do in the region or ways to
promote events? Wondering what else in happening on
the day you want to plan an event? Check out
VenangoPlays.org, your regional calendar of events.
You can easily submit your events to
be added to the calendar at
venangochamber.org/calendar/submit-event

Venango Area Chamber of Commerce ● (814) 676-8521 ● www.venangochamber.org

11

What Freedom Means to Me
State Representative Lee James recently sponsored a contest at local elementary schools, inviting
students to make posters, emphasizing what we owe to those who have served in the military, protecting
the rights and freedoms we all enjoy.
Pictured with Rep. James are students from the Sandycreek
Elementary grades 4, 5 and 6 who entered and won the
contest called “What Freedom Means to Me.” He presented
the winners their prizes on Tuesday, November and
anticipates that this contest will be held annually.
In addition to winners at Sandycreek Elementary Lee
presented prizes to winners in Titusville Middle School and
Pleasantville Elementary School.

CLA Robotics Team Qualifies for Regionals
The flames glint off the Red Dair’s metals flanks, ash
swirling about the wheels as it zips around corners
and speeds towards the citizens in need of aid. Its lift
gently maneuvers them out of danger as it delivers
them to the waiting ambulance. However, its job is not
done. The Red Dair zooms back inside the burning
structure, seeking out the hazardous chemicals that
are housed in the lab of the building. If they are
reached by the flames, the blaze will grow
exponentially worse. With the unshakeable assurance
that only a robot possesses, the Red Dair finds and
clamps onto the barrels, whisking them out of harm’s
way. These objectives complete, it again exits the
building and receives water into its tanks. Launching
both a controlled stream and an overarching splash of
liquid, the Red Dair soon quenches the flames. As the
smoke dissipates, the remote operator of the Red Dair
powers down the robot and glances at the watch upon
their wrist. The entire operation has taken only three
minutes.
This is a dramatization of CLA’s participation in this
year’s BEST Robotics. BEST is a program which
encourages middle and high school students to
pursue engineering, science, and technology through
themed competitions. This year’s theme is fire
emergencies, requiring the teams
to design and program a robot
that can ‘rescue’ a PVC
mannequin, remove ‘toxic waste’
paint cans, and ‘extinguish’
simulated fire by launching
hollow golf balls. However, it
isn’t all mechanical. The majority

of the competition focuses on the construction of a
marketing booth, the presentation of a sales pitch to
judges, and the writing of a notebook which is
essentially a handbook for everything that
transpires in the 6 weeks they have to complete
everything. They must also create a company name:
this year, they are FILO Rescue Brigade, FILO
standing for First In, Last Out.
CLA qualified for the Regionals in Fargo, North
Dakota during their Grove City competition; placing
4th overall out of 24 teams. This will be their third
year heading to Fargo and their fourth year in the
program. They attribute their success to God’s
blessing and good old fashioned hard work.
However, while the program is free to schools, teams
must pay their own way to competitions. In the past,
CLA has managed to raise the $20,000 required to
transport, feed, and house their team during the
Fargo competition through tireless marketing and
networking. They hope to do so again this year, so
they can face the best that the northeastern United
States has to offer. The team leaves the 27th of
November.
“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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VTDC Lottery Calendars Available
The Venango Training & Development Center is once again
doing their winter fundraiser. Lottery calendars are
available to purchase for $10 each. The calendar coincides
with the evening Pick 3 daily number. A $10 prize each day
is available if your number is drawn, in addition, some days
have $50, $100, $250, or $500 prizes.
Calendars can be purchased at CS
Technologies at 2803 PA-257, Seneca,
at VTDC at 239 Quaker Drive, Seneca,
or by calling (814) 676-5755. VTDC is
a non-profit organization serving the
needs
of
disabled
and/or
disadvantaged individuals.
All proceeds go towards staff trainings and client events.

Vantage Announces Master Dealer Status with
Electronic Caregiver
Vantage, along with Electronic
Caregiver, has the opportunity to
provide its proud community
members a fitness style wrist
pendant that has GPS capabilities,
personalized health messages, med
reminders, access to EMTs and the
option to connect with a physician
365 days a year, 24 hours a day.
For more information, please contact Ken Johnston at 814547-3295 or stop in our Franklin location at 1283 Liberty
Street to view the product and get a hands-on feel for what
it can do for you or your loved ones.

Volunteer with the Blind Association
The Venango County Association for the
Blind is looking for a volunteer to assist
with light office duties, primarily phone
calls and mailings. It is preferable that
the volunteer be available one to two
times per week. These do not need to
be full days.
The individual should be willing to learn about the
Association’s services and will be fully trained for any
expected responsibilities. Some computer skills and
creativity are helpful but not required. For more
information please call the agency at (814) 676-1876, and
ask for Priscilla or Krysta.
Venango Area Chamber of Commerce ● (814) 676-8521 ● www.venangochamber.org
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Humane Society Hires New Director
Traci Moore was recently named the
Executive Director of the Venango
County Humane Society. She remarks: “I
am very pleased to accept this position
and support our mission to prevent
cruelty to animals and to promote public
animal care education and awareness.”
Traci lives in Titusville and has a black lab named Baylee,
and a yorkie named Squirt. She enjoys camping, working in
her flower gardens, traveling and spending time with her
children.
Traci shares that the Humane Society is always in need of
volunteers. Some opportunities available include work in
the Thrift Store, fundraising, special events, shelter cleaning
and socializing with the animals. To become a volunteer
please contact the shelter. You can contact Traci by email at
tmoorevchs@gmail.com or by phone at 814-677-4040 .

Be Here Social Media Contest Extended
The Be Here contest will now run until
after Christmas, ending on January 8.
If you haven’t submitted your photo to
the contest yet, pick up a decal at the
Chamber or many local businesses,
and post a photo on Facebook and
Instagram of the decal somewhere in
Venango County. Make sure to tag
@beherevenango and use the hash tag
#BeHereContest. Learn more at
beherevenango.org/contest.

Chamber Ambassador
Venango Chamber board member
Jim Marshall took the time to stop
and visit with Carol Everhart,
President and CEO of the Rehoboth
Beach-Dewey Beach Chamber of
Commerce, while vacationing. Jim
even delivered a small gift of
Venango County goodies in his
ambassadorial visit.
If you visit another chamber while
traveling, be sure to pass along our
greetings and share a photo or
comments about your visit with us.
“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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Annual Dinner and Recognition Celebration Planned - February 21, 2018
Reserve the date to attend the Venango Chamber Annual Dinner on
Wednesday, February 21, at Cross Creek Resort. We will once again
recognize our Citizen of the Year, but this year we will also include
our Business and Partner in Business in the celebration!
The Business of the Year and Partner in Business are selected by
the Chamber’s Board of Directors and must be members of the
Chamber. Community members are invited to nominate candidates
for Citizen of the Year. Additionally, Chamber staff select a
Volunteer of the Year, the individual who has assisted the staff in
providing better service to the membership and the community.

Did you participate in Small Business Saturday last month?
Even if you missed the day, you can still help our community
by buying local throughout the holiday season and year!

Jessica went from not knowing what
she wanted to do with her life, to
starting her own massage therapy
practice out of the Oil City YMCA.
She has found success in Venango
County and is excited to continue to
help others. “I will continue to stay in
the area, because Oil City is home to
me,” she said.
You can read Jessica’s full story on our Be Here testimonials
page, as well as multiple other stories of people who live and
work in the Venango Area!
We want to share YOUR story too. Just visit the website at
www.beherevenango.org/testimonials and click the “share
your story” button at the bottom of the page.
Venango Area Chamber of Commerce ● (814) 676-8521 ● www.venangochamber.org
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Why Millennials are Out-Networking You
by Kurtis Bell
So often the term “Millennial” carries a negative
connotation. You hear about lazy Millennials,
entitled Millennials, Millennials that will never move
out of Mom and Dad’s basement, etc. One thing you
may miss while stereotyping Millennials is the fact
that we are constantly and consistently outnetworking our elder counterparts. How is this
possible though? How can such a narcissistic, lazy,
work-dodging generation be killing it in the
networking game?
More Baby boomers and Gen-Xers were marrying in
their 20’s as compared to Millennials. One thing I’ve
been told time and time again is “If you think you’re
busy now, wait until you
get married and have kids.”
I believe it. That is also
why Millennials, such as
myself, can spend more
time building relationships
with network connections.
If I go home for the night after work, or I go meet a
connection for happy hour it matters not for my
home life.

We can close deals and keep up with our network
connections on the golf course, at our desk, or even
in a hunting blind. We also choose to spend some of
our time volunteering. Volunteering is a tremendous
way to grow your network while also being the
change you want to see.
One of the last ways we are crushing it in
networking is based on our knowledge of
technology. It is easier than ever to keep up with
friends that moved away, say “hi” to your old college
roommate”, and see who’s been traveling where
thanks to the internet and social media. Many of us
are Facebook friends with our network connections.
We follow each other on Instagram, and Twitter.
Millennials are blurring the lines between business
and personal and that is bringing many of us closer
together and building stronger relationships.
So, next time you go to roast a lazy, apathetic
Millennial maybe you should take a minute and
think about what you could learn from one of us.
Who knows, we might be motivated enough to get
off the couch to show you how we network.

Since more of us are not marrying young, we need
something else on which we can focus. Many of us
choose our careers. We can get work done and keep
up with connections even if we are away from our
desks. Gone are the days where work can only be
done within the four walls of your office building.

Coal Oil Johnny's 174th Birthday Celebration
Celebrate the 174th Birthday of John Washington Steele, aka
"Coal Oil Johnny", the Oil Region's prodigal son at Venango
Museum of Art, Science & Industry, 270 Seneca Street in Oil
City. Local oil historian Neil McElwee will
present "Coal Oil Johnny's Times" and tell
the
interesting
story
of
this
iman who was born in 1843. Birthday
refreshments will be served.
Advance reservations are not required but
would be helpful. To RSVP, contact Marilyn
Black at (814) 677-3152 x 105 or
mblack@oilregion.org.
“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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Greg Merkel, Pres.
Frank Hajduk, V.P.
Jeannie Henry, Sec.
Matt Caldwell, Treas.
Doug Eberle
Rebecca Beach
Dr. Kate Eckert
Shari Hamilton
Jake Hickman
Cathy Kentzel
Hope Lineman
Deb Lutz
Jim Marshall
Alan McBride
Ashley McCauley
Trenton Moulin
David Snedden
Carol Williams
STAFF
Susan Williams
Dottie Tawney
Ashley Cowles

Chamber Events Calendar

Mcfate & Merkel Law Office
SCORE
Rossbacher Insurance Agency
Caldwell Printing Services
Agway
Clarion County Community Bank
Eckert Chiropractic
Friends of Drake Well Museum
Hickman Lumber

DECEMBER
6 Business After Hours Mixer - Cross Creek Resort 5-7PM
21 Board of Directors Meeting
21 Business After Hours Mixer - Hot Pepper Catering/Venango
Chamber 5-7PM, Chamber Office
25 Christmas Day - Chamber Closed

The Barnard House
Clarion University, Venango College
Steel Valley Authority
King’s Landscaping
Komatsu Mining Corp.
Farmers National Bank
Bridge Builders Community Foun.
Hagan Business Machines
Williams Travel

Executive Director
Executive Assistant
Program Manager

JANUARY
1 New Year’s Day - Chamber Closed

www.venangoplays.org
Looking for things to do in the region, ways to promote
community events or wondering what else in happening on
the days you want to plan an event?
Check out
VenangoPlays.org, your regional calendar of events.

You can submit your events to be added to the calendar:
venangochamber.org/calendar/submit-event/

Venango Area Chamber of Commerce ● (814) 676-8521 ● www.venangochamber.org
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FLEX Committees: Providing Connectedness and Experience for Members
This year, FLEX celebrates 10
years as the county’s young
professional group, supporting
and
cultivating
the
next
generation of leaders and helping
ensure the sustainability and
quality of life for the under 40
demographic.
FLEX
attracts
members through social events,
professional development, and
civic engagement, and many are
involved
because
of
the
connectedness with like-minded organization vibrant. Members
young people.
also raise their profile within their
profession by picking up new
Part of FLEX’s appeal is the
skills and ideas. Having experience
opportunity to gain experience in
is proven to make professionals
managing
an
organization,
stronger in their career and one of
budgeting, and more. FLEX has a
the best benefits is strengthened
President and VP/Secretary, and
project and team management
three committees: Events &
skills.
Fundraising,
Marketing
&
Community Partnerships, and For example, Membership created
Membership. There are two levels FLEX Your Goals, a program
of membership, general and Good featuring the use of the app
Standing (meaning an individual Goalify, speakers,, and activities.
has paid a one-time fee of $15 and The committee has built the
has voting rights, among other structure and will work through
perks). Regardless of level of next year to strengthen the new
membership, any member can program. Events & Fundraising
serve on a committee.
assists with the implementation of
socials and fundraising events,
Serving on a committee helps
such as the Ugly Sweater
members expand their network.,
Christmas Party (December 5),
while helping raise awareness
and FLEX Presents. Marketing &
about FLEX and keep the
Community Partnerships works to

keep FLEX’s brand true to the
mission of the organization and
seeks opportunity to engage in the
community.
Members who get involved get
more out of the organization, and
we’d love to see more members
have the opportunity to use their
skills and talents, as well as new
tools they can use in their daily
lives. Together, we support one
another and cultivate leadership
amongst ourselves – and make
this area a great place to be for
young professionals.
Interested in getting involved with
FLEX and joining a committee?
Attend an upcoming meeting (see
dates on the back of FYI), or reach
out and we’ll get you more
information, (814) 676-8521 or
acowles@venangochamber.org.

“The Future of Venango Area Business!”
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Hannah Stiller is a native of
Venango County, growing up
just outside Oil City near
Dempseytown, and currently
a junior communications
major at Grove City College.
During the summer, Hannah
was an intern for PennDot
and enjoyed the Pipeline Ally
concerts on her lunch, and the
short commute to work. She’s also been seen at
many FLEX events since the Summer Kick-Off in
June.

after graduation are to work for a
telecommunication company to use her
communications and IT skills, as well as her
experience in radio broadcasting.

In Hannah’s free time, she enjoys being outside,
watching movies, reading books, and completing
DIY projects. When it’s warmer, you can catch her
kayaking the 144 acre Two Mile Run County Park
Lake and visiting the Pithole and Venango Museum
of Art, Science, and Industry to research the history
of the Oil Region. Hannah hopes to hike the El
Camino de Santiago in Spain in May 2018. In the
winter, Hannah spends her time snowboarding. Her
She was recently inducted into Lambda Pi Eta, favorite place to dine is Bibo's on Route 322 and
which is the National Communication Association’s Hannah loves sipping a mocha at Karma Coffee Co in
official honor society at four-year colleges. Hannah Oil City.
is a team leader for the IT help desk at Grove City We are excited for Hannah to finish her degree at
College, and works for the college’s radio station as Grove City College and continue to see her involved
the assistant producer, broadcasting college events as a FLEX member.
from music recitals to football games. Her plans

Referral Program - Earn a Discounted Ticket for FLEX Presents!
If you are a FLEX member, you can get $5 off your FLEX Presents ticket for
each young professional you refer to FLEX (they must join and pay the $15
fee). Tell your friends or co-workers to join at bit.ly/flexmembership and write
your name after the question "How did you hear about FLEX?" Each member
can receive this benefit three times (total of $15). FLEX Presents is our annual
young professional recognition event and will be held on Friday, April 6.

Podcast Recommendation: “The Chasing Joy Podcast”
Being a young professional isn’t
just about networking and career
development, we also encourage
you to try to thrive in other
aspects of your life, including
overall wellness. The purpose of
The Chasing Joy Podcast is to share
meaningful conversations about
wellness that will bring energy
and joy into your life.
Podcast host Georgie, from the blog In It 4 The Long Run
(init4thelongrun.com), interviews experts on a broad range of
topics including fitness, disordered eating, financial health,
addiction, mental health, spirituality, optimism, and more.
According to Georgie, “This podcast will entertain, educate
and inspire you to live a more joyful, energized life.”
FLEX

●

(814) 676-8521

●

www.VenangoFLEX.org

●

flex@venangochamber.org
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Thomas Butler is a travel
agent with Williams Travel,
but is not originally from the
area. “They say home is where
you make it,” Thomas said.
“I've spent years in different
states around the country,
and being far from home, I
had to make my friends into
my family.” Tom was born in
St. Marys, PA, where he spent his childhood, finished
high school in Warren County, and then took a job in
Montana until 2013 when he went to work in
hospitality in Hawaii.
From the Montana mountains, to a beachside
paradise in Hawaii, Tom is well-diverse in all things
travel, spending most of his adulthood living in
different parts of the country, seeing all walks of
culture and life. While working in Hawaii as a
wedding and event coordinator, he provided service
for high-profile clients such as Stevie Wonder,
Melissa Joan Hart, Terry Bradshaw, Anuhea, and
Brian Urlacker.

In five years, Tom would like to see himself as a top
travel agent in the state. In 10, he’d like to have
traveled to each continent once and owning his own
business as a coordinator of all types of events and
travel.
In his free time, you can find Tom enjoying an
abundance of outdoor activities including kayaking,
paddle boarding, fishing on the Allegheny River,
surfing, jogging the Two Mile Run County Park
trails, or playing disc golf at Hasson Park in Oil City.
He also enjoys the outdoors and his home in
Venango County with his 10-month-old Boston
Terrier named Cooper James.
When asked what he likes most about the area, Tom
said “I enjoy helping people create unforgettable
experiences and memories, plan their getaways,
honeymoons, or leisure travels.” Tom hopes to
become more involved in the community. We hope
FLEX can help Tom establish himself as a top travel
agent and are excited to get to know him more at
socials and events – or even have him put his skills
to use and plan one for us!

FLEX Your Goals Program
The Compound Effect: Jumpstart Your Income, Your Life, Your Success
Join FLEX in January of
2018 for a book discussion
on The Compound Effect by
Darren Hardy, publisher of
Success Magazine.

This program will involve a book reading and a
series of worksheets and discussions. If you’d like to
participate with FLEX, please purchase the book by
January 4. You could add it to your Christmas list,
too! The book is available on Amazon, Audible, and
The Compound Effect is Barnes & Noble.
based on the principle that For questions or more information, please contact
decisions
shape
your Rachel Stiller at r.l.stiller15@gmail.com.
destiny. Little, everyday
choices will either take
you to the life you desire
or to disaster by default.
The Compound Effect is a distillation of the
fundamental principles that is easy-to-use, it’s a step
-by-step operating system that allows you to
multiply your success, chart your progress, and
achieve any desire.
If you’re serious about living an extraordinary life,
use the power of The Compound Effect to create the
success you want and join us as we learn together.
“The Future of Venango Area Business!”

Ways to Give Back This Holiday Season
Ever heard the quote “No one has ever gone poor from
giving,” by Anne Frank? Giving back to the community
not only has an impact on that individual or
organization, but can bring you happiness as well.
Trenton Moulin and Lauren Lupinacci, two local young
professionals and employees at Bridge Builders
Community Foundations, experience the act of giving
daily in their career. The purpose of Bridge Builders is
to foster relationships between passionate donors and
communities with unique opportunities and needs.

Items
At Bridge Builders, they work with funds small and
Many of us have clothes in our closets we rarely wear
large, all with a purpose to strengthen the community.
or extra canned goods in our cupboards. There are
Last year, the organization raised more than $100,000
many items that are always needed by others in the
for local nonprofits through their Week of Giving.
community.
You don’t have to have money to be able to give,
Money
though. “Giving comes in many different forms and
shapes, all making an impact, no matter how big or Not everyone has extra money to give away, but even
small,” Trenton said. There are many ways to give back small donations can help support those in need. You
this holiday season (and throughout the year). Some can donate directly to families or local organizations, or
different forms include:
give through Bridge Builders Community Foundations
by visiting bbcf.org.
Time
These are just a few of the many ways to give to the
Volunteers are always needed throughout the
community and we encourage you to choose what
community to help with various tasks. This could be an
works best for you. If you’d like to help FLEX give back
organization looking for assistance distributing items
this month, we encourage you to donate to our food
at a food drive, or an elderly person needing someone
drive and/or volunteer with us wrapping gifts with
to pick up their medication at the pharmacy. Time is
Community Services (details below). Together we can
extremely valuable and can make a huge impact.
help support our community!

Items are due for the FLEX Food Drive by December 5.You can drop them off to
the following locations: Clarion County Community Bank, Hilltop Hardware, C&S
Hardware, Venango Chamber, or the Ugly Christmas Sweater Party on December
5 (details below). The most wanted items are soup and rice and they will be
donated to the St. Episcopal Church of Franklin’s Food Pantry.
OUR MISSION
FLEX represents the needs and interests of Young Professionals by positioning ourselves
as leaders, entrepreneurs and advocates for the sustainability of the Venango Area
through civic engagement, leadership development, and networking.

Upcoming Events & Meetings:
Ugly Christmas Sweater Party: Tuesday, December 5, 7 p.m., Foxtales, Franklin
Christmas Gift Wrapping: Monday, December 18, 5-8 p.m., Cranberry Mall
Monthly Meeting: Wednesday, December 20, 12 - 1 p.m., Barrow Civic Little Theatre, Franklin
*Lunch available for $10. Contact Zach (executivedirector@barrowtheatre.com) to order

FLEX

●

(814) 676-8521

●

www.VenangoFLEX.org

●

flex@venangochamber.org

