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Meet us on the porch at the
Oil City Boat Club, August 18th,
for the
Annual Member Steak Fry!

See details on
page 8!
“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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The Venango Area Chamber of Commerce builds, serves and promotes regional business.

Welcome New Members
Christian Life Academy

Tracy Walter
3973 State Route 257
Seneca, PA 16346
Phone: (814) 676-9360
Fax: (814) 676-2908
eMail: tracywalter15@gmail.com
Web: www.christianlifeacademy.org
Published: Schools

McNerney's

Chris McNerney
245 Seneca Street
Oil City, PA 16301
Phone: (814) 676-4470
Fax: (814) 676-4470
Alt:
(814) 677-2239
Published: Restaurant/Bar

Christian Life Academy supports Christian
families by providing a Biblically based
education that develops individual academic
excellence. We seek to form young men and
women who will know and serve the Lord
Jesus Christ with all their heart, mind and
strength.

McNerney’s is a local tavern that offers
excellent food and a variety of beer. It is also
a great place to catch a sports game.

Mark your calendars!
September 17, 2016

@VenangoChamber
Venango Area
Chamber of Commerce

venangochamber

VenangoChamber
Venango Area Chamber
of Commerce Group
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State Street Furniture Announces Major Expansion
State Street Furniture on Oil City’s South Side, has been in business for almost 20 years. Starting in a
small space on State Street, and then moving into a much larger space in 2005, owners Dave and
Amanda Hippenstiel thought they had all the space they would ever need.
At the beginning of the year, the Hippenstiel’s were approached by their favorite business neighbor,
the late Rodney Beichner. Rod and Dave had always discussed business trends and economics, so it
was nothing unusual when Rod asked Dave for his opinion. Rod was thinking of retiring; he wanted
Dave’s opinion on what he thought his building might be worth and how to go about liquidating his
inventory.
When Dave arrived home that evening and begin telling Amanda about his day, he expressed his
surprise about Mr. Beichner’s news. Immediately, Amanda asked Dave if he was thinking about
buying the building. Without any previous thought of expanding, the Hippenstiel’s discussed all that
they could do with the new space to expand on their already successful business.
Over the course of the next few days, the Hippenstiel’s met again with Beichner, they agreed on a
sales price and made plans to purchase the building. On Thursday, January 28, 2016, tragedy
struck. Due to a freak accident at his home, Rod passed away. The community was
devastated. Keeping to their agreement, the Beichner family and the Hippenstiels proceeded with
the real estate transfer.
After a few extra months, and some sweat equity, the Hippenstiels are ready to expand. With a few
minor renovations, The Sleep Shoppe by State Street Furniture is ready to open! With the extra
space, Dave and Amanda plan to increase their bedding and bedroom furniture inventory. The
additional room will allow them to create more displays and offer a wider variety of styles with
existing brands at both locations. Customers will be able to jump from building to building and shop
nine thousand square foot of quality pre owned furniture.
During its first few months open, the Sleep Shoppe by State Street Furniture will be offering a huge
selection of discount mattress, customer appreciation days and great furniture again. With a grant
from Oil City’s Main Street Program, the Hippenstiels will also be replacing the garage door on the
Front Street side of the building with more user friendly and aesthetically pleasing commercial glass
entry doors.

“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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United Way and Franklin Area Chamber
of Commerce to Host Race
Get ready Venango County for the most colorful, fun-filled day
of your life. United Way of Venango County and the Franklin
Area Chamber of Commerce are bringing the Second Annual
ColorUsUnited Race (5k Walk/Run) to Venango County, which
celebrates healthy living and the power of giving, advocating
and Volunteering. You’ll have more color on you then your
happy level can handle! So get your friends, co-workers, and
family out for this amazing COLOR event where you’ll get
blasted with color at four color stations.
This fun filled event will go towards vital programs in Venango
County that focus on Health, Education, and Income. The event
will be held at Two Mile County Park on Sunday September 18th
2016. Registration starts at 11am and Shotgun Starts at 1pm.
Participants, family members, and volunteers will have a great
time after the race at the color blast and party.
Spots are filling up fast, so sign-up today! You can go to the
United
Way
of
Venango
County
Website
at
www.unitedwayofvenangocounty.org to sign up online or to
print the form and mail it to United Way. Today is only $25.00,
your entry fee will include T-shirt, and color pack for the color
blast.
Kids (Ages 1-10 Years old) get a FREE registration with a paid
adult. Up to 2 kids may be registered to run for each paid adult.
Each kid registered will receive a “Super Hero Cape” instead of
a shirt. Color pack is not supplied with the kid’s registration. All
kids must be registered in order to participate in the event.

New Playground Installed at Oil Creek
State Park

Friends of Oil Creek State Park would like to announce
the installation of a new playground at Egbert Farm
Picnic Area at Petroleum Centre at Oil Creek State Park.
The playground was installed with the generosity of a
grant from PNC and in coordination with Greenways.
There was a ribbon cutting ceremony held on June 30.
Venango Area Chamber of Commerce ● (814) 676-8521 ● www.venangochamber.org

HealthSouth Rehabilitation Hospital of
Erie Names Corey Hickey, D. O., as New
Program Director
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HealthSouth Rehabilitation Hospital of Erie is proud to
announce the appointment of Corey Hickey, D.O. to the
medical staff. Dr. Hickey will be instated as an admitting
physical medicine and rehabilitation (PMR) physician
for HealthSouth Erie as well as the PMR program
director.
Dr. Hickey completed a physical medicine and
rehabilitation residency program at the University of
Pittsburgh Medical Center. While there, he served as the
acting academic chief resident of the UPMC residency
program. Dr. Hickey completed his medical studies at
Lake Erie College of Osteopathic Medicine. He also has
an undergraduate degree in sports medicine from the
University of Pittsburgh at Bradford.
“We are excited to have Dr. Hickey as the PMR program
director,” said John Papalia, CEO of HealthSouth
Rehabilitation Hospital of Erie. “He shares the
commitment to high-quality outcomes, patient care and
patient satisfaction that are not only important to us, but
most important to the family members of the patients
we treat.”
Dr. Hickey is also on staff at UPMC Hamot as the trauma
rehabilitation director and will be available for PMR
consultations.
Dr. Hickey and his wife, Erin, have a two-year-old son,
Connor, and a newborn son, Joseph. With many ties to
the Erie community, including completing medical
school in Erie and his wife Erin growing up in the area,
Dr. Hickey and his family are happy to call Erie their
home. He enjoys the “big city but small town feel,” that
Erie offers.
“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”

6

#VenangoWorks

ABOUT ONE OF A KIND DESIGN
One of A Kind Design offers
professional, creative interior design.
FAST FACTS

A recently-completed project: Kendzior Orthodontics in Clarion, PA

ONE OF A KIND DESIGN: The Real Deal.
Quality interior design services are based on education, experience, and great
planning. In order to be trusted with your design, designers must exhibit honesty,
integrity and ethics. Julie A. Graf, owner of One of a Kind Design (OKD), has all
these qualifications and more to offer her clients.
She is a Certified Kitchen Designer, and she has both Bachelor’s and Master’s
degrees in Interior Design. She is also an Allied Member in the American Society
of Interior Designers. Julie stresses that good and effective interior design is first
about function, then finishes. Julie also takes into consideration the entire space,
not just one specific area. With her holistic approach, Julie’s business has grown
to offer much more than simple kitchen design.
OKD’s services include space planning, plans for additions, lighting design,
interior finishes, concept drawings for exterior façade renovations, consulting on
landscape design, and project management for residential and light commercial
spaces.
Known for using new and clever ways to use space on her projects, Julie said, “I
am personally invested in every client’s project. My design process starts with
understanding the space and knowing how the occupant uses it, to create
effective solutions.” Her beautiful designs are based, first and foremost, on great
space planning.



Julie began in
construction, so her
designs are both
beautiful and feasible.



OKD also offers online
design and consulting
services.

FOR MORE INFORMATION
One of a Kind Design
P: (814) 316-2608
E: okdinteriordesign@windstream.net
F: https://www.facebook.com/
One-of-a-Kind-Design101426623255456/
W: http://
www.okdinteriordesign.com
Houzz: http://
www.houzz.com/pro/juliegraf/julie-graf-one-of-a-kinddesign

Every project, large or small, requires attention to detail and diligence. Julie’s
belief is that design professionals shouldn’t rely on how many projects they do,
but instead they should focus on seeing through each project with quality work and making sure the client is happy
with the results. Julie takes pride in OKD’s track record of satisfied clients and can provide references from several.
Contact Julie Graf at 814-316-2608 or okdinteriordesign@windstream.net. You can view her portfolio on One of a Kind
Design’s website at okdinteriordesign.com, on Houzz.com at http://www.houzz.com/pro/julie-graf/julie-graf-one-of-akind-design, and on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/One-of-a-Kind-Design-101426623255456/.
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UPMC Northwest Introduces New Service for Patients with
Sight-Threatening Conditions
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an inpatient unit, digital retinal scanning using the
new Centerview DRS equipment is available to
patients suffering from Diabetic Retinopathy and
other sight-threatening conditions.
James McLaughlin, DO, neurologist at UPMC
Northwest and medical director of the Teleconsult
Center, is enthusiastic about the newest service in
the telemedicine program saying, "With the DRS
equipment available 24/7 to both adult and
pediatric patients, we can now get a thorough
ocular exam including detailed photographs of the
retina in a much shorter time."
Northwest Hospital Foundation and the
Teleconsult Center at UPMC Northwest are
teaming up to provide patients with state of the
art ophthalmology evaluation services using
newly acquired digital retinal scanning equipment
and telemedicine technology that provide direct
access to medical specialists at the UPMC Eye and
Ear Institute in Pittsburgh.
UPMC Northwest has acquired a Centervue Digital
Retinography System (DRS) and telemedicine cart
designed specifically for use with the new
ophthalmology equipment through a generous
grant from the Northwest Hospital Foundation.

He continues, "Our ophthalmology experts, either
at Northwest or in Pittsburgh at the Ear and Eye
Institute, have the luxury of seeing patients in real
time with more advanced imagery available, thus
shortening the time from examination to diagnosis
to treatment."
"Another great advantage is that the images
generated by the Centervue equipment becomes
part of the patient's permanent electronic record
and can be used as a baseline for comparison of
future exams."According to Theresa Edder,
executive director of the Northwest Hospital
Foundation, “Because the foundation is committed
to supporting UPMC Northwest in its mission to
provide high-quality health care for area
residents, this project is a perfect example of how
community support is so vital to the future of
health care in Venango County.”

“This new technology provides patients at
Northwest with quick diagnosis and treatment of
potentially sight-threatening conditions without
delay by an ophthalmology specialist in Pittsburgh
via live audio/video feed while collaborating with In addition to assisting with the acquisition of
our on-site physician experts,” said David Gibbons, specialized equipment and services at UPMC
UPMC Northwest president.
Northwest, projects funded by the Northwest
He adds, “We are pleased that once again, through Hospital Foundation include providing financial
telemedicine technology, we are able to provide assistance to patients who do not have the
our patients and families access to world class, resources to pay their hospital expenses,
highly specialized medical care in their home underwriting construction projects and other
community without the need to travel long hospital building enhancements, providing grants
for health education, awareness and prevention,
distances.”
as well as building an endowment fund to cover
Following the initial ophthalmology consultation future capital costs and other hospital needs.
either in Northwest’s Emergency Department or

“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”

8

Oil Heritage Court Shines at This Year’s Festival
Each year, Representative Lee James and Maureen James organize an Oil Heritage Festival
Court of the best and brightest young ladies in the area, and this year was no exception.
This year, the Oil Heritage Festival Queen Candidates were Jenna Breth of Oil City High
School, Bailey Cassidy of Oil City High School, Amanda Cornelius of Cranberry High
School, Emerald Foust of Oil City High School, Shannon Goreczny of Venango Catholic
High School, Lucy Hutchinson of Oil City High School, Mikayla McFarland of Cranberry
High School, Julia Serbati of Oil City High School, and Margi Vyas of Cranberry High
School.
Lucy Hutchinson was crowned the 2016 Oil Heritage Festival Queen, and Emerald Foust
was the first runner up. 2015 Oil Heritage Festival Queen Kayla McCandless was at the
Crowning Ceremony to pass on the crown and leave the court with a positive message.
Lucy, Emerald, and the rest of the candidates were out and about throughout the festival.
They enjoyed the concerts in Justus Park and the Artisan and Fine Craft Festival and the
Car Show in the PennDOT parking lot.
“Being the OHF Queen was exciting because I was able to support and represent my hometown community and
festival which have both supported me since childhood,” said Lucy. “Growing up, I would participate in different
OHF activities each year as well as attend the Justus Park concerts. At these festivities I always found myself in awe
of the OHF Queens because I knew they earned that role. It was very humbling to earn those duties as well because I
truly love this area and I want our festival to be the best it can be.”
“Being Oil Heritage Festival Runner Up means that I feel like I was able to live up to the expectations that my family
and friends have for me,” said Emerald. “No matter one’s background, with a little hard work and determination, it
is possible to achieve anything!”
We want to congratulate the Queen, the First Runner Up, and all of the candidates on their accomplishments and
thank them for representing our town and our festival so well!

Oil City Boat Club
Thursday, August 18, 2016
4:00 Pm to ???
Grills will be ready at 5:00 PM!
$25 per person
The Venango Area Chamber of Commerce will be holding its Annual Steak Fry on Thursday,
August 18, 2016. This exciting and fun-filled Chamber event will be held at the Oil City Boat
Club.
You will have the opportunity to pick out a steak and cook it just the way you like it! All
beverages (alcoholic and non-alcoholic) are provided. We encourage you to dress casual so
you can take part in the games and other activities that we have planned!
http://www.venangochamber.org/wp-content/uploads/2009/01/Steak-Fry-Invitation2016.pdf

Venango Area Chamber of Commerce ● (814) 676-8521 ● www.venangochamber.org
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First Bike ‘n Brew a Success!
With biking activities, 14 breweries, local entertainment, and
hundreds of attendees, the first year of Bike ‘n Brew shows to be
successful! FLEX would like to thank all the people who helped
plan, volunteered, sponsored, and attended the event.
Attendees seemed to enjoy this new addition to Oil Heritage
Festival, in which Alysha Graham, originally from Cranberry and
now living in Florida, said “Bike ‘n Brew had such a wide variety of
samples from so many different breweries. It encouraged me to
visit more breweries in this area and I can’t wait for next year’s
event!”

Volume 4| Issue 7| August 2016

Jim Marshall from King’s Landscaping, attendee and
sponsor of the event, also told us he had an enjoyable
time. “I think this was a great addition to the festival,”
he said. “Craft beer is a hot commodity right now and
this event has potential to turn into a huge draw for
this community in the future. “
Although the first Bike ‘n Brew went well, there is
always room for improvement for future years! FLEX
will be sending out a survey within the next few
weeks. Please provide any suggestions so we can
make next year even better!

Thank you to our sponsors!

Franklin
“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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Born and raised in Oil City, Stacy McMillen moved away for while, but
returned five years ago and is now a school psychologist in the AlleghenyClarion Valley School District.
After graduating from Oil City High School, she went on to Edinboro University
where she earned her B.A. in Psychology, M.A. in Educational Psychology, and
M.S. in School Psychology, and she is an alumna of Phi Sigma Pi, a co-ed honors
fraternity.
At AC Valley, Stacy works with the Brain Steps program through the Riverview
Intermediate Unit to provide support to local districts when students return to
school following a brain injury. In the coming years, she would like to build a professional network
to expand her possibilities in the education field. She would also like to explore volunteer
opportunities in the community. Her ultimate goal is simply to be a good role model for her two
daughters—Violet, who is five years old, and Brynlee who is one.
In her free time, Stacy enjoys to read, although raising kids makes finding time to read much more
difficult! She also likes to listen to music, play with her kids, and cook. Stacy loves living in Venango
County because of its location, making it easy to take day trips to Pittsburgh and surrounding areas.
In the area, she enjoys visiting Two Mile Run County Park each season—the beach or boats in the
summer, fishing in the spring, and sled riding in the winter.
When asked about living in Venango County, Stacy told us, “there is a sense of community here that
you don't get everywhere,” she said. “ Small towns have a distinctly more cohesive feel.” Please join
us in welcoming Stacy as a young professional in our area!

Chamber Young Professional Initiative
Have you ever thought to yourself “I can’t be successful
here” or “There’s nothing to do in this area”? The
Chamber is working on an initiative to help attract and
retain young professionals in the area. With this
initiative, we’re working on promoting the
opportunities that exist here, as well as developing
programs to make the area even better.
We created a survey and would love to hear your
concerns with living in the Venango Area. The survey
will only be open for a couple more weeks. You can find
the link at www.surveymonkey.com/r/venango and
you can win over $100 of gift certificates!

Venango Area Chamber of Commerce ● (814) 676-8521 ● www.venangochamber.org
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We’re very happy to welcome Kasryn Kapp, also known as Ryn, back to
Venango County!
Ryn grew up in Oil City and went on to Millersville University where she
earned her bachelor’s degree in psychology and then to Towson University
where she earned her master’s degree in counseling psychology, graduating
summa cum laude at both schools.
Ryn now works at Regional Counseling Center, Inc. and hopes to spend some
time relaxing after her six intense years of attending school and working.
She plans to explore the natural beauty of Venango County where she likes to
go hiking and biking, especially in Two Mile Run County Park. Ryn also enjoys cooking, painting, and
making candles.
Professionally, Ryn hopes to gain experience and become the most effective counselor she can be
and meet professionals her age. FLEX is excited for another young professional to live in our area!

Need a Confidence Boost?
When you look at someone you deem successful, you often see an abundance of confidence, but it’s
not their success that makes them confident. Successful people believe in themselves and the work
they do. Self-doubt is often the biggest barrier to the confidence we want to possess. Here are a few
tips to gain a healthy level of confidence, which will make you more likely to engage in challenging
projects and achieve new goals:
Don’t be a doubter. A leader doesn’t have followers if they don’t believe in themselves. Doubt will
always breed doubt. Take a look at yourself and the hard work that will earn you confidence. Stand
firm in your abilities and make plans to strengthen your weaknesses for the future.
Establish good relationships with your team.
Troubled relationships at work can extinguish even the
most gifted person’s confidence. Identify if there is
anything in your power to make these relationships
stronger.
Be a problem solver. Find a path around obstacles so
you aren’t at the mercy of external circumstances.
Reach for new challenges. Don’t let your insecurities
keep you in your comfort zone.
Learn to say no. Uncertainty begets uncertainty, so try
saying no with confidence that you’re saving time for the
commitments you’ve already made. Burnout isn’t good
for anyone or any project.
“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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Thank you to all who helped at this year’s FLEX Ice Cream Social,
Bike ‘n Brew, and elsewhere during Oil Heritage Festival!

Interested in volunteering with us? The Cranberry
Festival is coming up and we could use your help! The
festival is on September 17th from 10AM - 7PM.
Contact the Chamber of Commerce at 676-8521 or
chamber@venangochamber.org for details.
OUR MISSION
FLEX represents the needs and interests of Young Professionals by positioning ourselves
as leaders, entrepreneurs and advocates for the sustainability of the Venango Area
through civic engagement, leadership development, and networking.

Where you’ll find FLEX this month:
Wednesday, August 17, 12 p.m.—Monthly Meeting , Venango Chamber
Chamber events: Check out the Chamber’s Calendar of Events at
www.venangochamber.org

email: flex@venangochamber.org

VenangoFLEX

Venango Area Chamber of Commerce ● (814) 676-8521 ● www.venangochamber.org
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Thanks again to our
sponsors and volunteers!
The Venango Chamber is the proud
presenter of Oil Heritage Festival but
it would not be possible to pull off
such a great annual event without
the community volunteers and the
many partner agencies that assist us.
We want to extend a big thank you to
all who were a part of planning and
executing this year’s festival. If you
have not been involved but would
like to be in the future, contact us
soon! We would like to highlight our
many businesses and organizations,
so consider how you might like to get
involved.

GOLD LEVEL SPONSORS

Oil City VFW
Post 464

Oil City Moose
Family Center 78

Henry & Beverly Suhr

SILVER LEVEL SPONSOR
Oil City
Eagles

BRONZE LEVEL SPONSORS

Samuel Justus
Charitable Trust
St. Stephen Church

Pulaski
Club of
Oil City

HERITAGE LEVEL SPONSORS
Days Inn Conference Center Oil City
Electrall oy
Famoore’s Family Restaurant
H & R Block
Morrison Funeral Home
PNC Bank of Oil City

THURSDAY ON THE PLAZA SPONSORS

We are looking forward to
our 39th Oil Heritage Festival
on July 20-23, 2017!

Agway
Clarion County Community Bank
First Presbyterian Church
First United National Bank
Franklin Oil Region Credit Union
Friedhaber’s
Giant Eagle Oil City
Northwest Savings Bank
Oil City Civic Center, Inc.
Oil City Rotary Club
Pulaski Club
Reinsel Funeral Home & Crematory
USA Choice Internet

CAR SHOW SPONSORS

McFate & Merkel Law Office

Northpointe

Oil City Automotive

“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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CDC Accepting Early Head Start, Head Start, Pre-K Counts Enrollments
Child Development Centers, Inc. (CDC) is accepting
enrollments for all four early childhood learning
programs that it offers at its Oil City, Franklin and
Cranberry centers and other local sites.
Here are the details about each program:
Early Head Start – This program is for infants and
toddlers up to their third birthday, and for expectant
mothers and their families. The weekday program
provides full-day, year-around child care and early
childhood education, a nutritious breakfast, lunch
and snack for the children, periodic home visits, and
access to high-quality health care services, plus
services for expectant moms before and after they
give birth.
Early Head Start is intended to promote early
childhood development, to engage parents in their
roles as caregivers and teachers, and to help families
move toward self-sufficiency. Another purpose is to
provide a strong foundation of early learning that
allows children to make a successful transition to
preschool and kindergarten.
Grant funding covers most costs of the Early Head
Start program for working, income-eligible families.
To qualify for Early Head Start, a family’s income
must be at or below the federal poverty level, which
currently is $24,300 for a family of four.

operate the Head Start program in Venango and
Crawford Counties, and has openings for about 200
children in each county. Openings exist at all five CDC
centers in Oil City, Franklin and Cranberry, at the
former Seventh Street Elementary School in Franklin,
and at the Clintonville Borough Building.
A family’s income must be at or below the federal
poverty level – currently $24,300 for a family of four
– for children to enroll in Head Start. The program is
free to income-eligible households.
Pre-K Counts – This full-day, 11-month program for
three-, four- and five-year-old boys and girls is
intended to give them an early educational boost that
will help them to make a successful transition to
kindergarten and beyond, and to do better in school.
Pre-K Counts focuses on reading and math skills,
social and school readiness skills, following
directions, and getting along with fellow students
and teachers. There also is an emphasis on
developing an interest in learning and involving the
family in the child’s education.
Grant funding covers all costs of Pre-K Counts. The
program is primarily for low-income households,
though families with higher income also may enroll
their children.

Preschool – CDC also offers a preschool program for
Head Start – Head Start is the federal government’s three, four- and five-year-old boys and girls that is
preschool program for three-, four- and five-year-old identical to Pre-K Counts but has no income
children from low-income households. Head Start at eligibility guidelines.
CDC is a full-day, 11-month program that is intended
to prepare children for a successful transition to Application forms and more information about Early
Head Start are available from Michelle Collins at CDC,
kindergarten and elementary school.
437-7288 or mcollins@cdcenters.org.
In addition to early childhood education, Head Start
offers a number of other services that supports the Families can enroll their children in Head Start, Prechildren’s health and development and family well- K Counts, Preschool or learn more by contacting
Martha
Hoover
at
CDC,
437-7288
or
being.
mhoover@cdcenters.org.
CDC has a five-year, $19 million federal grant to

Venango Area Chamber of Commerce ● (814) 676-8521 ● www.venangochamber.org
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Pikachu, I Choose You!
By Kurtis Bell
So, I’m sure you have all heard of the new phenomenon called Pokemon Go. For
those of you that have missed it, it is a game based on the classic battling game of
Pokemon. I remember it as a game for Nintendo’s Game Boy system. It was also a
card game to be played with friends. The newest version is a mobile app where you
explore cities and towns to collect Pokemon and train them for battle. It gets people
out of the house and interacting with each other that may not normally seek out
that interaction on their own.
There are definitely some appealing aspects to the game. It gives you a chance to get out and explore your
town or city, meet some new people, and expand your network. In just a few weeks, the game is the most
downloaded app on iPhone
and Android. This gives you the ability to tap in to a network exceeding 20 million people! Never before
have we witnessed
an app go viral so quickly. The demographic of users ranges from children to business people, so chances
are some percentage of
users will be your target demographic.
While many see this new craze as an annoyance or trivial game, it could be so much more if done right.
Now, businesses may use the game to drive people to their storefronts. If your business is near a
“PokeStop” you can even create a “lure” to attract more Pokemon to your store. Businesses that have
capitalized on this have noticed an immense bump in foot traffic through their showroom floors.
Only time will tell if this trend will fall by the wayside, or continue to thrive. In the meantime though, you
might want to look in to it as it seems like it is going nowhere anytime soon.

Sponsors and Volunteers Needed for “Oil City Uncorked” Fall Wine Walk
The Oil City Main Street
Program is finalizing details for
the next “Oil City Uncorked”
wine walk, to be held on Friday
September 9th; 4:30 – 8:30 pm
in downtown Oil City (north side business district).
The event features an evening of wine sampling in
various downtown businesses. Tickets are $20
advance or $25 on the day of the event (while
supplies last) and are on sale now at the Oil Region
Alliance Office, 217 Elm Street and the Venango
Area Chamber of Commerce Office, 41 Main Street.
Attendees must be 21 or older to participate.
Approximately 25-30 volunteers are needed to help
with event set-up, and to transport cases of wine
from each venue to the pickup location. Volunteers
must be 18 or older to carry bottles or cases of
wine, or 21 years or older to drive between

locations.
“We need lots of volunteers for this
event in order to keep it running smoothly,” states
Kathy Bailey, Manager of the Oil City Main Street
Program. “Many hands make light work, and when
we have enough people we can allow for breaks and
shorter shifts.”
Sponsors are needed to defray event costs. All
proceeds from “Oil City Uncorked” benefit the
revitalization initiatives of the Oil City Main Street
Program, which includes projects like the Best
Dressed Windows contests, Music on the Square,
Downtown Murals, Small Business Saturday, Get
Down to Business Workshops, Façade Improvement
Grant Program, and more. For information on
sponsor and/or volunteer opportunities, contact
Kathy Bailey in the Oil City Main Street Office at
(814) 677-3152 ext. 101 or via email at
kbailey@oilregion.org.
“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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Representative Lee James To Be Out and
About the Community This Month

August 1st –Opioid and Heroin Epidemic hearing
—Representative James will host the first of eight opioid/
heroin hearings that will take place throughout the state
of Pa. Legislators around the state will be on hand to listen
to a panel of experts who will testify about the abuse of
opioids.
August 6th thru 13th Venango County 4-H Fair
—Representative James will have a table set up with
pamphlets and booklets that provide residents with
information about many state agencies and services. Stop
by and say hello.
August 23rd 4th Annual Sr Expo located and the Rocky
Grove VFD.
—Attention Senior; soon-to-be senior or senior caregiver.
For information on services available to help older
Pennsylvanians, please stop by my 4th annual Sr Expo.
Vendors from local businesses and agencies will be on
hand to answer any questions you may have as well as
have a drug drop box available to drop off any unused
medications. Lunch will be provided as well as a chance to
win many of the donated door prizes.
September 10th 3rd annual shredder event from Noon2:00pm at 3220 State Rt 257 Seneca
—One of our most popular events is back. Shred-X of Erie
will once again be at my office parking lot. Don’t let your
personal information get into the wrong hands-protect
your identity by letting Shred-X shred it for you. Limit 4
boxes per person.
Venango Area Chamber of Commerce ● (814) 676-8521 ● www.venangochamber.org

CLA to Hold Prayer Ceremony
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Christian Life Academy has a prayer
ceremony planned for Tuesday,
August 2, in preparation for the
groundbreaking of the new high
school wing at it’s location on Route
257 in Seneca. The ceremony will
be at 6:30 p.m. and members of the
community and friends of CLA are
invited.
The school has a campaign named “Growing in Faith” and
hopes to raise $450,000 for the addition, which is planned
to be finished in October.

Blood Drive to Take Place in Franklin
Community Blood Bank will hold a blood drive at the
Franklin YMCA on Thursday, August 4, from 12:30 to
5:30pm.

August Special Events at OC&T Railroad
August 6 - Petroleum Centre Tour
August 13 - Speeder Rides (track repair cars)
August 27 - Murder Mystery Dinner -Movie Mayhem
Learn more at www.octrr.org

Concert at the Neilltown Church
Hear Pony Farm Road at this musical concert at the historic
Neilltown Church Building - located just 4 miles east of
Pleasantville, and 1/4 mile off of Route 227. Refreshments
provided.
$5
donation
appreciated.
For more information call Toni
Kresinski, Project Manager, at
800-483-6264 x 110.
“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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A Glimpse of OHF 2016

www.venangoplays.org
The Chamber’s online calendar of events

Thanks to Bright Ideas
Photography for this parade
photo!

Venango Area Chamber of Commerce ● (814) 676-8521 ● www.venangochamber.org
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Venango County Fair to Take Place in August
The Venango County Fair will be on August 6th through August 13th
at the fairgrounds on Mercer Road in Franklin. The theme of the fair
this year is “Sew It. Grow It. Show It” and will have animal exhibits,
wood carving shows, horse and tractor pulls, games, auctions, demo
derbies, and more. The full fair schedule can be found on their
website at www.venangofair.com or on their Facebook page!

Seneca Hills Summer Camp
Seneca Hills Bible Camp and Retreat Center is having
their last “Camp with Me” of the summer from August 7
to August 9. This camp is open to children ages 5-8 and
is designed for grandparents or parents to spend time
with their grandchildren or children. Attendees have
the opportunity to participate in chapel and bible
stories, swimming, games, crafts, ziplining, climbing,
and more! Learn more at www.senecahills.com.

Venango County Democrats to Meet
The Venango County Democrats will
meet at Hoss’s Steak and Sea House in
Cranberry on Tuesday, August 2, at
6:30pm. The meeting is open to all
interested Democrats.

Museum to Host Card Party Luncheon
Join the Venango Museum on
Thursday, August 18, form 123pm for lunch and card playing!
The cost is $10 and reservations
are required. If you don’t have a
four-some,
you
are
still
encouraged to attend and you
will be found a group! Call (814)
676-2007
“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”

41 MAIN STREET P.O. BOX 376 OIL CITY, PA 16301
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Board of Directors
David Snedden, Pres.
Greg Merkel, V.P.
Frank Hajduk, Sec.
Matt Caldwell, Treas.
Rebecca Beach
Dr. Kate Eckert
Dr. Roxanne Gonzales
Shari Hamilton
Butch Hargenrader
Jeannie Henry
Jake Hickman
Deb Lutz
Ashley McCauley
Joyce Morgan
Trenton Moulin

Hagan Business Machines
Mcfate & Merkel Law Office

Chamber Events Calendar
AUGUST

SCORE
Caldwell Printing Services
Clarion County Community Bank
Eckert Chiropractic
Clarion University
Friends of Drake Well Museum
Pepsi Bottling Company
Urban Insurance Agency
Hickman Lumber
Oil Region Alliance
Northwest Savings Bank
UPMC Northwest
Bridge Builders Community

3 Classy Catering Mixer - 5-7PM
18 Chamber Annual Steak Fry
18 Board of Directors Meeting - 8AM
SEPTEMBER
14
15
15
17
22

Cranberry Festival Spaghetti Dinner
Board of Directors Meeting - 8AM
Venango Catholic Mixer - 5– 7PM
Cranberry Festival
Day’s Inn Mixer - 5-7PM

Foundations

STAFF
Susan Williams
Dottie Tawney
Ashley Cowles
Janie Cassady

Executive Director
Executive Assistant
Program Manager
Intern, Penn State Behrend

COMMUNITY CALENDAR OF EVENTS AVAILABLE AT
WWW.VENANGOCHAMBER.ORG/CALENDAR
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